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It is an honor and a privilege to gather with you today on this beautiful Memorial Day morning, to honor 
the fallen veterans from Bedford and indeed through all of Massachusetts and the country. Today we 
honor veterans who gave the ultimate sacrifice so that we can continue to enjoy the freedoms this great 
country provides. 

Welcome to all the veterans who are joining us today. What an honor to be in your presence and to 
acknowledge your tremendous sacrifice. Thank you to Veterans’ Service Officer William Linnehan and 
Ryan Lennon, our Veterans Agent and Officer, who do so much to stand up for the rights of our 
veterans.  They know the directions to Beacon Hill, and it will be an honor to respond to any of your 
needs. 

In Wilmington on Saturday morning dozens of Boy Scouts were out in force in the rain, decorating the 
graves of our veterans.  Likely, you were doing that here as well in Bedford.  Assisting them was 
tremendously moving and humbling.  And thank you for all of you who have taken the time to gather 
here today to honor and respect those who gave all they had for this nation. 

This morning we pay particular attention to honor the medics and nurses of the military in the shadow 
of a wonderful VA facility. These unsung heroes suffered the sacrifices of the battlefield to keep our 
solders in as much comfort as they could in impossible conditions.  We pause to respect the sacrifices of 
all veterans, and are reminded of the heroics of all who fought for us, men and women, and people from 
different backgrounds and families. 

These brave men and women, and all brave men and women who rise to the service of our country’s 
military, they are public servants.  They gave it their all.  The families of these brave men and women are 
also the true public servants.  The rest of us in government do our part.   

Saturday morning when we felt the rain on our faces in the veterans sections of the cemeteries in 
Massachusetts we were reminded of the tears of a nation.   

Never is this more true than when we consider the sacrifices given by these heroes. 

Never is it more true than when we think about PFC John Daniel Hart, and Lance Corporal Travis 
DeSiato, who lost their lives in Iraq, as Senator Barrett spoke about.    

We are reminded of the sacrifices of those from earlier wars and conflicts, like Vietnam, a time when my 
uncles fought bravely.  Or Korea, whose veterans we honor today on the 60th anniversary of the end of 
that conflict. 

This year marks the 50th anniversary of the assassination of President John F. Kennedy. We often hear 
the famous line from his inauguration speech. ‘Ask not what your country can do for you, ask what you 
can do for your country.’  This weekend we should take a moment and think about its words, not just as 
a slogan but what it means to those who not only ask what they can do for their country, but those that 
actually do it.  We would be standing in a much different place without them. 

Let us be reminded that their sacrifices have meaning.  What kind of a country, and here in 
Massachusetts, what kind of a Commonwealth, did these solders fight and die for?  We must uphold the 
ideals for which these soldiers fought so nobly.  Our state government must be one that listens to its 
people, that speaks for its people, and that that never forgets its people, and that remembers that we 
are counted upon to use our heads and our hearts.  And we must never forget that our community was 
born out of a fight for liberty, and justice for all.  

Joseph Rodman Drake, who wrote this line in a poem called The Defenders of New Orleans in 1845: 
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‘And they who for their country die shall fill an honored grave, for glory lights the solders’ tomb, and 
beauty weeps the brave.’ 

Thank you for inviting me to your moving observance of Memorial Day. 

Note: Ken Gordon delivered a similar address earlier in the day at Burlington’s Memorial Day 
ceremonies.  

 


