
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

SLEEPING IN THE COLD TO HELP 

VICTIMS OF VIOLENCE FORCED TO 

FLEE THEIR HOMES 
 

Washington, D.C. – Though the temperatures are expected to drop below freezing in the 

nation’s capital city this winter, a band of tough souls will face the elements and sleep outside on 

the city streets to raise awareness of the plight of domestic violence victims.  

The Fourth Annual Victims and Survivors Sleep Out for Peace is Friday, December 

9-10, 2011. The event will take place outside the John A. Wilson Building, 1350 Pennsylvania 

Avenue NW WDC5 5:30 PM – 7:00 AM. The   

This year’s sleep-out is amongst several 

movements taking place throughout the world. 

Like the supporters of the Occupy movements, 

the WKF and others are taking a firm stand for 

violence prevention.  

“We will brave the cold so that our 

community will help those who are forced out 

into the cold by domestic violence,” said William 

Kellibrew, the President of The William Kellibrew Foundation, a resource for people and 

institutions committed to breaking the cycle of violence and poverty.  “The holidays are joyful 

for many of us, but in homes scarred by domestic violence they can be a very frightening time of 

year.”  

Started in 2008, the Sleep Out was a response to the murder of Tiffany Gates, who was 

stabbed to death as she frantically called 911 for help.  Back then, Kellibrew teamed up with his 

sister, Manyka Gaither, family members, friends, and partners to show resolve and solidarity on 

the issue of domestic violence by sleeping outside. 

Kellibrew is also a survivor of gun violence: when he was 10, he witnessed the shooting 

deaths of his mother and brother by his mother’s abusive boyfriend.    

The William Kellibrew Foundation urges sleep-out participants to bring hats, gloves, 

layered clothing, at least two pairs of warm socks, scarves, snacks, lotion, lip balm, sleeping 

bags, blankets, pillows, lawn chairs, flashlights, water and warm beverages.  

For more information about The William Kellibrew Foundation visit 

www.TheWKFoundation.org 


