
E V E RY S TO R E Y T E L L S  O U R  S TO RY

The city  of  Burlington, Ontario has a rich history, including the distinction of  being the home of  Joseph Brant, a notable figure in the Seven 
Years War. The museum, which bears Joseph Brant’s name, also has an interesting history. The Burlington landmark celebrated its 70th 
anniversary  in 2012 and is currently  gathering funding for a much needed transformation.  The 70-year old museum is no longer large enough 
to meet the growing demands of  the community  and needs some significant updates. The project was unable to reconcile the diverse desires 
of  the community  and museum patrons and its unique topographical challenges until Chamberlain presented an unorthodox idea. By  lifting 
the existing structure, rotating it slightly  and gently  placing it  on a grassy  knoll, they  would construct a newer, larger LEED Silver museum 
beneath it,  reconfiguring the original structure for use as administrative offices.  This was not the first time Joseph Brant’s home was debated, 
reimagined or even moved. That story began in 1800.

Burlington’s community  museum is a replica of  the original homestead of  Joseph Brant, whose Mohawk name was 
‘Thayendanegea’ (1742-1807). In 1798, Brant, who was also a British captain, was granted 3,450 acres at the ‘head-of-the-lake’ (Burlington 
Bay) by King George III, rewarded for his services to the Crown during the Seven Years War and the American Revolution.

The original Brant house was built in 1800 with a commanding view of  the beach. Joseph Brant enjoyed it  for just seven years, before his 
death in 1807. In the years that followed, the house served as a hotel and a military hospital before it was finally demolished.

With the help of  the Imperial Order of  the Daughters of  the Empire, construction of  the current museum began in 1937, with the official 
opening on May  22, 1942. Its  site was later included in the sale of  the crown-owned property  to the Burlington–Nelson Hospital (later 
renamed the Joseph Brant Memorial Hospital). The sale agreement included a commitment to “retain, preserve and maintain the said Brant 
House and that portion of  the land that it  occupies as an historical property  and museum in perpetuity.” In 1994, the museum was moved 60 
meters to the east, to accommodate an expansion to the hospital.

Over the years, the Museum has added a number of  important acquisitions to its collection, including personal artifacts owned and used by 
Joseph Brant and the Eileen Collard Collection of  Historic Costume and Textiles.  Committed to the preservation of  Burlington’s past, the 
Joseph Brant Museum is a place for exploring a wealth of cultural traditions, issues and ideas that inspire within and beyond our borders.

Joseph Brant Museum
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Today, the Joseph Brant Museum’s expansion is well on its way  to becoming a reality. The design features a 14,000 square foot expansion 
that  retains the architectural integrity  of  the Brant  House. The expansion is  on the existing waterfront site and provides new spaces for 
gallery displays, interactive programming, archival storage and community outreach. 

All the museological displays and public areas are on one level with the entrance at street grade. This will provide barrier-free access and 
allow for continuity  and flexibility  of  exhibitions. The current Brant  House will be utilized for administrative and other non-public functions. 
Staff  areas on level two, the green roof  garden,  and the former ground floor of  the Brant House, will be accessible by  using the new 
passenger elevator. 

With significant improvements to safeguard artifacts, improve accessibility  and accommodate an increased number of  visitors, the museum 
will become a major exhibition and community centre. 

To date,  the project has received substantial commitments from the City  of  Burlington and the Burlington Museums Foundation.  The project 
is now waiting for some funding from senior levels of  government. The remainder of  the roughly  $2 Million needed is expected to come from 
local fundraising efforts. If you would like to contribute to this fund, please contact:

Barbara E. Teatero 
Director of Museums 
(905) 332-9888 or 634-3556 

teaterob@burlington.ca
Chamberlain Design Team: Brian Chamberlain, Adrian Mauro, John Knox, Jon McGinn
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