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If someone asks you, or you would like to describe RSCM America to someone or a group, 
what RSCM America is, what it does, or what it stands for, here are some suggestions for 
you to muse upon and use as you deem appropriate to the situation. 
 
 
 
What is RSCM America? 
We are part of an international School of Church Music that is involved with many different 
denominations and schools, all ages (not just children), and many different styles of musical 
expression. RSCM America is the American branch of the organization. 
 
 
Why is the word “Royal” used? ...And does it mean we have to be Anglican and use 
all that fancy English Cathedral stuff? 

…Absolutely not! 
The reason for that “Royal” word: the head office of the organization is in England, and the 
Queen of England is a patron and supporter. 
 
 
What does this organization stand for? What does it believe in? 

Primarily, we try to get the message across to any and all who will listen that music used in 
worship, and the singers that sing it, have a powerful ministry that is completely involved 
with the potential to change people’s lives by reaching into the hearts and minds of not only 
those who sing, but especially those who listen. This has nothing to do with entertainment. As a 
byproduct of this, primarily for the singers, a powerful sense of community is almost always 
produced. For children, this elevates them from the concept of singing “…’cause, boy, ain’t 
they cute!” to true ministers in the music ministry of the church, regular leaders of worship, 
and conduits for the creative and transforming actions of God. 
 
Educating those who sing in choral groups is also an important focus of the organization, 
and the method used is the VOICE for LIFE program. This program is used by secular 
organizations such as schools and community choirs as well as religious groups. It is 
designed to be completely flexible in its application: use what you find of most use, and 
teach from the materials in the program, OR use/supplement with whatever system/ 
methods/materials you have used and developed over the years. 
 
For the church choir, considering the above and then putting Christ into the equation, we 
truly have an awesome potential to change people’s lives; to bring joy, comfort, and glimpses 
of the glory of God to those who listen and sing. 
 
 
 
 



The RSCM has a motto: Psallam spiritu et mente  
This means: I will sing with the Spirit and with understanding 
 
We believe that those who sing in a church choir or music group and put this motto into 
practice are true ministers in the service of God; that they are disciples and evangelists by the 
manner in which they proclaim the Word of God. 
 
To truly “sing with the Spirit and with understanding” with all one’s heart, mind, and soul 
results in the following: 
 

• The awesome creativity of God, His majesty, might, mystery, and splendor, is 
recognized and experienced in ever deeper ways. 

• The opportunity to develop a deep and personal relationship with Jesus Christ can 
be grasped and realized, so that Christ is experienced as “lover of my soul”; that in 
loving one another, God will live in us; not kept at arms length, but truly alive in our 
hearts. 

• The singer becomes a channel for God’s Holy Spirit and becomes the voice of Christ 
to this “sinful and broken world”, especially in the singing of His Word, so that the 
magnificence, power, beauty, love, and forgiveness of Almighty God is expressed in 
a way that reaches out to the hearts and minds of those who listen. 

 
Since the founding of RSCM in the U.K. in 1927, these beliefs have been central to all that 
the organization stands for. It remains so today. For those who assimilate these beliefs, 
principles, and practices into their lives on a daily, weekly, monthly, and “Liturgical Year-ly” 
basis, a lifetime of experiencing the presence of God is the result. Singing to the glory of 
God simply becomes a part of who and what they are. This verse of F. Pratt Green’s hymn 
text comes powerfully alive and is experienced: 
 

How often making music, we have found 
a new dimension in the world of sound, 
as worship moved us to a more profound 

ALLELUIA! 


