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WELL BEING

lllinois student makes clean water a mission

rowing up in an affluent

community near Lake

Michigan, Connor Kene-
han never had to worry about
alack of clean water, But when
a class assignment opened his
eyes to global disparities in wa-
ter access, he decided to help
those who don't have the ben-
efit of proximity.

Kenehan founded an orga-
nization called Well Being
while researching water and
sanitation issues for an eighth-
grade project at Deer Path
Middle School in Lake Forest,
IIL. Four years later, he has
turned the assignment into a
platform to raise funds for

clean water efforts. “Living in
an area with great access to
fresh water, we take it for
granted,” he says.

Early on, Kenehan realized
that Rotarians could be pow-
erful allies in the fight for safe
water. “My friend and I were
in Lake Forest with a poster,
talking to people and asking
for donations, and a Rotarian
stopped by,” he recalls. “He
asked if we'd want to come to
a Rotary club meeting,” After
the Rotary Club of Lake
Forest-Lake Bluff voted to
match the funds Kenehan had
already raised, he gave $3,000

to a Rotarian initiative in
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Minortca, Spain, that sends
LifeStraws to villages in Af-
rica. Each inexpensive and
lightweight personal water
filter can remove more than
99 percent of waterborne bac-
teria and parasites from up to
264 gallons of water.

As Kenehan further ex-
plored global health issues
and established contacts in
the field, Well Being gained
credibility. His parents
pitched in: Bob Kenehan,
now a member of the Lake
Forest-Lake Bluff club, de-
signed a
logo, and
JoAnn

Lucas assisted with a business
plan and mission statement.
Rotarians are helping Kene-
han direct funds to where
they’re most needed: In his
search for water projects, he
has relied on the Water and
Sanitation Rotarian Action
Group, which screens service
efforts and connects donors
to Rotarians and projects
around the world, such as
freshwater wells in Guate-
mala and Zambia and rain-
water harvesting initiatives in
India and Kenya.

Most recently, Kenehan
and Rotarians worked with
Deer Path students on Well
Beings biggest fundraiser yet,
The school’s annual walk-
athon in May raised money
for several charities, including
$2,500 for the Lake Forest-
Lake Bluff club, which plans
to work with the Rotarian
Action Group and Well Being
to fund two well projects in
Nigeria. Only 43 percent of
rural Nigerians have access to
improved drinking water
sources, such as pipelines and
protected wells. (The average
for sub-Saharan countries is
61 percent; the United States
has 99 percent coverage.)

“When I went to the mid-
dle school,” Kenehan says, “I
took one of those big orange
buckets, and I asked the kids,
‘How long do you think 5 gal-
lons would last in the shower?
How many toilet flushes?”
That visual aid caught the
students’ attention. When
they voted on walkathon ben-
eficiaries, the Lake Forest-

Lake Bluff
club took sec-
ond place.
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Ken Smith, a fifth-grade
teacher and a student council
supervisor at Deer Path, says
the kids were attracted to Ro-
tary’s water and sanitation ef-
forts because a single well
project would yield tangible re-
sults,“What I liked about Ro-
tary was that we wanted to see
pictures, see something built,
so that next year wed be able
to show the kids what their
efforts accomplished,” Smith
says.“We want kids to see that
they're making a difference, and
why it's important.”

“When Rotary entered the
picture, the kids got excited
because there were actual proj-
ects available for their fund-
ing,” says club president Tim
Newman,“Now we're trying to
take that $2,500 and see how
big we can make it.” The club
has already matched the stu-
dents’ donation, and corporate
sponsorship from Rotarian
Action Group partners could
quadruple the sum.

Now, all eyes are on the fu-
ture, Newman hopes to forge
a multiyear collaboration with
students at Deer Path, Smith,
the son of a Rotarian, hopes
that last yeat’s experience will
inspire them to incorporate
Rotary into their fundraising
efforts for years to come.

“I want to keep it going,”
says Kenehan, now a freshman
at Johns Hopkins University,
where he plans to focus on in-
ternational studies. I want to
do what I can to make sure
this issue doesn't sink down to
the bottom of the heap again.
It’s so easy to overlook in a
country with sanitary condi-
tions as good as ours.”

— SALLYANN PRICE

This page: Connor Kenehan at the Lake Michigan shore near his home. The lake provides drinking water for many
of the surrounding communities. Opposite: Students at Deer Path Middle School present a check for $2,500 to the
Rotary Club of Lake Forest-Lake Bluff, which plans to use the money for water projects.
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