
EPCD Farmer is selected as  
2011 WV Conservation Farm of the Year  

 

Each year districts across the state select farmers who stand out in their community because of 

their dedication to conserving our natural water and soil resources.  In May, Glascock’s Produce 

of Morgan County, WV was selected as the Eastern Panhandle Conservation District Farmer of 

the year.  Glascock’s Produce is owned and operated by Mark and Laura Glascock and their two 

children Rachel and Zach. They are located in Berkeley Springs, WV, where many soil 

conservation and water quality practices have been implemented over 56 years.  When the 

Glascock’s were selected, little did they know that 5 months later they would be selected as the 

2011 West Virginia Conservation Farmer of the Year.  The farm fortunate enough to hold the 

title of Conservation Farm of the Year also receives a check in the amount of $1000.00, an award 

plaque as well as 200 hours or 4 months use of a new John Deere Tractor courtesy of 

Middletown Tractor Sales of Fairmont, WV. 

Mark and Laura were the first vendors in the Berkeley Springs Farmers Market and have been 

active ever since. They have been in business for 20 years. Currently there are 84.2 acres in 

production with 50 acres in vegetables and the remaining in fruit. 

 Mark’s grandfather, Gary Glascock, Sr., owned and operated a dairy farm in Berkeley Springs. 

Glascock’s Produce is the last commercial orchard in Morgan County. Mark’s grandparents 

started Glascock Orchards 3 generations ago in Morgan County with the first apple and peach 

trees planted in 1955. 

Mark is the son of Mark Stephen Glascock who owns Quail Hollow Farm. Glascock’s Produce 

leases land from Quail Hollow Farm to grow their fruits and vegetables. Mark was a natural born 

farmer, coming from a long family tree of agriculturists; he was taught farming at an early age. 

Laura is a native of Morgan County. Her family all worked in the tomato factories and passed 

along the love of gardening and farming. Her grandmother taught her how to grow corn and 

tomatoes and how to can, pickle and harvest the trees. Laura attended James Rumsey Vocational 

Center in 1996-1997 for horticulture and their first greenhouse was purchased the following year. 

Their daughter, Rachel, assists in creating scrumptious jams, jellies and butters and is Glascock’s 

Produce Greenhouse Manager. Rachel handles her own farmers market in northern Virginia and 

she plans to attend chef school this fall.  Their son, Zach, attends Syracuse University and joins 

them in the summer to work in the fields. Mark and Laura hope to pass on the importance of 

growing homegrown fruits and vegetables to their children and grandchildren like their 

grandparents did for them. 

Mark and Laura stay busy running the farm and staying abreast of new ideas and varieties. 

Glascock’s Produce raises 84.2 acres of 40-60 different varieties of fruits and vegetables on the 

farm.  They participate in 5 different markets: Berkeley Springs, WV and in Reston, Burke, 

Ashburne and Leesburg, Va. They sell their produce and vegetables fresh from the field within 

48 hrs of being picked with no packaging. They also sell value added products such as jams, 

jellies, salsa and many other items. These items are processed at Gourmet Foods in Romney, 

WV. All of Glascock’s Produce value added products are straight from their farm.  Gourmet 

Foods takes vegetables and fruits and processes the raw produce into value added products using 

the Glascock family recipes. These products help Glascock Produce to diversify their market.  



 

It is a long and tedious process to compete in the WV State Conservation Farmer of the Year 

awards program.  Recipient’s must go through three farm tours; one each on the district, area, 

and state level.  The Eastern Panhandle Conservation District (EPCD) Board of Supervisors 

which consists of 2 representatives from each of the three counties in the Eastern Panhandle; 

Morgan, Berkeley, and Jefferson, selected Glascock’s Produce to represent the district in the 

Area Tour which was held in July.  EPCD Supervisors are James Michael; Chairman, Lin 

Dunham, Floyd Kursey, James Moore, Robert Gruber, and Warren Mickey.   

In July, the Glascock’s were gracious enough to open their home and operation to supervisors 

from other districts, West Virginia Conservation Agency Employees, and representatives from 

partnering agencies for another tour of their farm.  Once selected as the Area representative the 

Glascock’s prepared for the last tour.  The panel of judges for the state tour, held on August 31
st
,  

included the West Virginia Commissioner of Agriculture; Gus R. Douglas and representatives 

from the following agencies: WV Association of Conservation Districts; WV Conservation 

Agency; WV Department of Environmental Protection; WV Department of Agriculture; WV 

Division of Forestry; WVU Davis College of Agriculture, Forestry and Consumer Sciences; 

WVU Extension Services; USDA Farm Service Agency; and USDA Natural Resources 

Conservation Service.  

 

Glascock’s Produce was announced as the 2011 West Virginia Conservation Farm of the Year at 

the WVCA Annual Partnership Conference in October held in Charleston, WV.  Mark and Laura 

Glascock and their daughter Rachel attended the conference and awards banquet where they 

graciously accepted the award.  “I extend my congratulations to the Glascock’s for earning this 

honor,” said Commissioner of Agriculture Gus R. Douglass. “One of the great pleasures of my 

job each year is the opportunity to visit the outstanding family farms found across West Virginia. 

It is always difficult to choose the best conservation farm, but I think we have a very worthy 

winner in Glascock Produce.” 
 

The Eastern Panhandle Conservation District is very proud of the Glascock’s and has truly 

enjoyed spending time with them and their family.  Congratulations to Glascock’s Produce!  

 


