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Statewide Elder Abuse Reports Increase 
 
Reports of elder abuse and exploitation are increasing. According to Katie Schmit, 
AgeOptions Elder Rights Specialist, reports are up more than 13 percent statewide and 
more than 15 percent in suburban Cook County over this time last year. There were 
1,428 cases reported between July 1, 2011, and March 31 of this year. 
 
Not only have more cases been reported statewide, but the cases are more complicated 
at a time that fewer resources are available to handle them. State funding has been flat 
for elder abuse programs throughout Illinois, and resources to deal with self-neglect 
remain unfunded. And at the same time agencies are receiving more reports, agencies 
have to spend more time to get access orders or go to court. 
 
“We don’t really know why the reports have increased, but we can make a guess that the 
economy could be part of the reason,” Katie said.  
 
The recession has forced some family members to move in with older adult relatives, 
and older adults who can’t afford to live alone to move in with children. The resulting 
stress of combining households, along with financial worries, can lead to abuse, Katie 
explained.  
 
She also noted that there are  anecdotal reports that younger seniors than before –those 
in the 60 to 70 age range -- are also being financially exploited, which elder abuse 
workers think may also be related to the economy. 
 
On a positive note, the Illinois Department on Aging notified AgeOptions that the 
Department of Financial and Professional Regulations reports a majority of banks have 
complied with the new elder abuse training requirements that were enacted as a result of 
AgeOptions advocacy efforts. 
 
Victims and anyone who observes or suspects elder abuse, neglect, financial 
exploitation or self neglect are urged to call the Illinois Elder Abuse Hotline,  
(866)800-1409, or TTY (888)206-1327.   
 
 
 


