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Illinois SMP Receives National Awards 
 
The Illinois Senior Medicare Patrol (SMP) program was recognized by the U.S. 
Administration on Aging (AoA) and the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services 
(CMS) as one of the top five in the country for the number of beneficiaries served and 
the number of complex fraud-related issues referred to investigators. SMP also 
received an award for Innovation in Collaboration and Partnership Activities. 
 
Barbara Dieker, director of the Office of Elder Rights at AoA, and 
Angela Brice-Smith, director of the Medicaid Integrity 
Group/Center for Program Integrity at CMS presented the awards 
at the 2011 SMP National Conference in Washington, D.C. 
 
SMP is a statewide program that trains older adults on how to prevent, detect and 
report health care fraud. AgeOptions coordinates the program in Illinois. SMP partners 
are the Illinois Area Agencies on Aging, Catholic Charities, Senior Services 
Associates, the coalition of Limited English Speaking Elderly, the Illinois Network of 
Centers for Independent Living and the Illinois Attorney General’s Office.  
 
The SMP program was established by federal law in 1997 and is administered by 
AoA.  
 
“AgeOptions is very proud of the accomplishments of our staff and the volunteers who 
work with the Illinois SMP program,” said AgeOptions CEO Jonathan Lavin.  
 
Erin Weir, health care consumer protection coordinator for AgeOptions and statewide 
SMP coordinator, stated, “We accepted these awards on behalf of all our SMP 
program partners. These Performance Awards recognize the dedication of SMP 
volunteers, staff and partners in Illinois to ensuring that Illinois consumers hear the 
SMP message and learn how to protect themselves from health care fraud.” 
 
“CMS believes that the consumer education efforts of the SMP program at the 
grassroots level are an essential part of our national strategy to decrease waste, fraud 
and abuse in the Medicare system,” Brice-Smith said. 
 
Barbara Dieker added, “These SMPs went above and beyond this year to serve the 
beneficiaries in their states. Their efforts to fight fraud at the grassroots level is of the 
highest caliber.” 
 


