
History
Some of the earliest examples of grave markings were in the ancient Egyptian times.  Erecting pyramids took a 

life time and told the story of the person entombed therein.  Evidence of the use of monuments as grave markers 
were simply engraved stone coffin lids as early as the twelfth century. As time went by, more intricate and ornate 
carvings and shapes were introduced, especially in the medieval times.  However, the most influential period 
on the design and character of monuments came in the sixteenth century with the renaissance period.  This era 
saw an increase in etched imagery, ornate carved arches, and even statues.  Today, monuments are as diverse and 
unique as the individuals they represent.

Purpose
The primary purpose of grave markers and monuments is to tell a story.  

Consider Arlington cemetery.  Those monuments tell the story of all the brave 
men and women who fought to defend our country.  They tell a tale of the different 
times in our country’s history where people were called to duty.  And they offer a 
place of focus for mourning and remembrance.

Now consider the grave markers of the wild west.  Some were simply branches 
tied together in the form of a cross to mark the spot where that person died and 
was buried.  Then there were others like the tombstone marker of John Heath 
which may not have told the story of his life, but clearly illustrates his death.

Various places throughout the world have burial crypts.  Each crypt can repre-
sent an important individual or family.  Family crypts show lineage and family trees 
and are a legacy for future generations.

Another purpose for placing a monument or headstone is that this act represents 
finality for the survivors. Placing a headstone on the grave of a loved one is the last 
of the rites which are performed to complete the post funeral activities.  Visiting the 
marker for the first time is an important step in the grief and healing process.  Fam-
ily members may continue to visit the grave site to feel close to their loved one.

And finally, the process of designing a monument, with the assistance of a me-
morial professional, can be a healing experience for family members.  Telling the 
story of the life of a loved one through a permanent memorial helps families create 
unique ways to honor the life that was lived and to acknowledge the importance of 
that loved one for generations to come. 

Personalization
The most important thing to remember about any monument is that it can be as 

unique as the person it represents.  The days of rectangular monuments merely 
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listing the name, birth date, and death date of the deceased are gone.  Just take a drive through any modern 
cemetery and you will see a variety of markers and monuments – most of which tell the story of the individual 
buried there.

Families choose imagery, artwork, text, and even stone color that are meaningful to them in telling the story 
of their loved one.  These carvings and etchings can include:

There are other examples of modern designs that could be presented.

•	Emblems from social, civic, or professional organization that were important to the 
deceased or of which the person was involved (Masons or Lions Club, fire or police, 
military or medical, etc.)

•	Favorite icons such as flowers, angels, crosses, and animals

•	Bible verses or specific lines from songs or poems

•	Favorite sayings.  Sometimes a person has a familiar saying they used frequently  
that the family wants memorialized 

•	Names of a couple’s children and grandchildren on one side of the monument to 
record their specific family lineage

•	Use of laser technology to create detailed pictorial etchings of the deceased 
person(s), their family home, their favorite antique car, or pet, etc   

•	 Images that demonstrate the career or hobbies of the deceased (school bus, an art-
ist’s palette, stethoscope, parking meter, etc.)   

•	 Icons that represent the loved ones favorite sport or team (Block O, NASCAR, etc)

•	QR square technology that allows a small digital marker to be adhered to the monu-
ment, that when scanned with a smart phone takes the visitor to a memorial website 
for the deceased.

The shape of the monument also helps tell the story.  Again, the choices avail-
able to families are as unique as the individual the monument represents.  Some 
families choose a statue, while others select shapes such as Legos or rainbows.  
Schoedinger has had the honor of helping to create these story representations for 
families for several years.  

There are other ways to designate a burial site as well.  Granite benches offer a 
place for family members and guests to sit and relax.  Engraved boulders are an-
other alternative to marking a site.  And some families who have chosen to cremate 
their loved one can also choose to scatter, bury, or entomb the remains in designat-
ed areas of certain cemeteries; all of which offer a means to denote that the remains 
are there.

It is important to remember that when choosing a monument for a family mem-
ber or loved one, that this is an important step in the healing process.  Take your 
time - make this a place you will go to remember your loved one.

For more information about Schoedinger’s monument division, please contact 
Rick Trejo at (614)224-6105.
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