
 

 
 

 

STATEMENT IN OPPOSITION TO PAROLE OF 

 

HAMPIG “HARRY” SASSOUNIAN (PRISONER C-88440) 

 

 

BY MARIA ÇAKIRAĞA 

 

WESTERN REGION VICE PRESIDENT OF  

 

THE ASSEMBLY OF TURKISH AMERICAN ASSOCIATIONS 

 

 

ON BEHALF OF  

 

CALIFORNIA TURKISH AMERICANS 

  

 

1. I am a United States citizen.  I was born in Medford, Massachusetts on December 30, 

1958. 

 

2. I have been a citizen of California since 1981.  I currently reside at 2214 Monte Carlo 

Way, Placentia, California. 

 

3. I am an aerospace engineer.  I have been employed at Rockwell International, Boeing 

Company and Raytheon.  

 

4. I currently serve as the Western Region Vice President of the Assembly of Turkish 

American Associations (ATAA). The Assembly of Turkish Americans Associations 

(ATAA) is based in Washington, DC, includes over 60 local chapters nationwide, 

represents over 500,000 Turkish Americans, and is the country’s largest democratically 

elected Turkish American membership group.  ATAA is a non-profit organization that 

works to empower Turkish Americans through civic engagement, education and training, 

and to support US-Turkish relations.   

 

5. As Western Region Vice President, I represent the Association of Turkish Americans of 

Southern California (ATASC), which has chapters in Los Angeles, Beverly Hills, Irvine, 

Ventura, and San Diego, as well as the Turkish American Association of California 

(TAAC), which has chapters in Alameda, Monterey, Los Altos, San Francisco and 

Sacramento.  All of these are California non-profit organizations.  ATAA estimates that 

over 1,200,000 Americans of Turkish heritage reside in California. 
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6. The ATAA actively participates in judicial processes to support the conviction and 

sentencing of people who commit terrorism and hate crimes against people of Turkish 

heritage.  This is the third appearance of ATAA at the parole hearing of Hampig 

Sassounian, who was a member of the Justice Commandos of the Armenian Genocide 

(JCAG) terrorist organization.  Sassounian assassinated Turkish Consul Mr. Kemal 

Arikan on January 28, 1982.  See Exhibit 1, Part IV, “Comments on the Offense”, 

which provides details and insight into Sassounian’s crime.  JCAG serves as the 

militant wing of the Armenian Revolutionary Federation (ARF) political party in 

Armenia, whose agent in the United States is the Armenian National Committee of 

America (ANCA).  ANCA is represented in California by ANC Western Region in 

Glendale.  I understand that Hampig Sassounian bears an ARF tattoo.  

 

7. In 2000, ATAA submitted a Victims Impact Statement in the sentencing hearing of 

ANCA’s former national chairman, Mourad Topalian, who was convicted of arms and 

weapons charges which federal authorities connected to at least four acts of terrorism on 

American soil for which JCAG claimed responsibility. 

 

8. Armenian terrorism, particularly the heinous murder committed by Hampig Sassounian, 

continues to terrorize the Turkish American community.  See Exhibit 1, Part VI, 

“Detailed Chronology of Armenian Terrorism and Violent Extremism Worldwide: 

1973 – Present”.  Turkish Americans feel at great risk in speaking and writing in 

opposition to the allegation that the Ottoman Armenian tragedy of 1915 constitutes the 

crime genocide.  ATAA is exceptionally alarmed by the legitimacy and sponsorship 

Armenian terrorism has gained from within the Armenian community, and in particular 

by Armenian youth.  ARF and ANCA, as well as their youth branches such as the 

Armenian Youth Federation (AYF), have taken a lead role in sustaining this legitimacy, 

having never condemned, denounced, or made any adverse statements against Armenian 

terrorism.  This effort at legitimacy is compounded by the fact that Hampig Sassounian 

has never expressed genuine remorse for his crime or sought atonement.  In stark 

contrast, he has incited Armenian youth to continue the fight, and fancies himself a 

soldier of Armenia.  Indeed, Sassounian was raised by this network of Armenian terrorist 

organizations, which he now perpetuates.  Part of that upbringing is not to feel remorse, 

but to carry on as if violence is a legitimate and moral response to what is at its core an 

historical disagreement. 

 

9. ATAA is deeply concerned that granting Sassounian parole would not only vindicate him 

and steal justice from the Arikan family as well as the victims of Armenian terrorism and 

violent extremism, but also fuel Armenian terror and violent extremism.  Sassounian sees 

and promotes his incarceration as a part of a larger fight against people of Turkish 

heritage, and worth the price of incarceration.  Setting him into society would only be a 
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continuation of his violence, as he has publically stated that his future lies in being a 

soldier of the Armenian Cause and making his life a message for all young Armenians 

worldwide.  Granting him parole would dangerously diminish security of Turkish 

Americans in exercising their freedoms of speech and assembly protected by the First 

Amendment of the U.S. constitution without fear of disruption and attack by a 

Sassounian and his followers who by some mental aberration are redeemed and ready to 

fight on. 

ARMENIAN TERRORISM 

 

10. Armenian terrorists and other Armenian Americans who have resorted to violence, 

harassment and intimidation against people of Turkish origin, claim that they are acting 

to avenge the so-called Armenian genocide of 1915 and to punish persons who hold 

viewpoints other than the orthodoxy that claims that the tragic events that occurred in the 

eastern Anatolian portion of the Ottoman Empire in 1915 constitute genocide.  The 

“Armenian Cause”, which presumes that these events must be considered a genocide and 

nothing less, seeks: (1) recognition that the Armenian claim is valid; (2) reparations from 

Turkey and anyone who did business with the Ottoman Empire and who does business 

with Turkey; and, (3) Turkey to cede eastern Turkey to Armenia so to build a mythical 

“Greater Armenia.”  Armenian terrorism and Hampig Sassounian have played a key role 

in systematically targeting people of Turkish origin to effectuate the Armenian Cause.  

See Exhibit 1, Part II, “Summary and Analysis” and Part III, “History of Armenian 

Terrorism and Violent Extremism”.  

 

11. Over 230 terror attacks have been carried out by Armenian terrorists against persons of 

Turkish origin worldwide since 1973.  The first incident of terrorism occurred in Santa 

Barbara, California, in which an individual coldly assassinated two Turkish diplomats.  

Incidents with an American Armenian component, predominantly involving Armenian 

youth recruited from California, have included over 70 bomb attacks, resulting in 16 

killings, 12 attempted killings, 121 seriously injured people, 37 hostages taken, and 71 

bombings.  See Exhibit 1, Part V, “Brief Chronology of Armenian Terrorism and 

Violent Extremism in North America: 1973 – Present”. 

 

12. Sassounian is a product of the Armenian American terror network.  In the United States, 

Armenian American terror chiefs have recruited Armenian youths from various 

Armenian American associations, often with the blessing and support of those 

associations, as well as community and church leaders.  These young recruits have been 

indoctrinated in the Armenian Cause. These young recruits have been convinced that the 

resolution of the Armenian issue lies in a program of violence, which runs parallel with 

the well-known Armenian American program of political lobbying.  These young recruits  
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have been supported and trained in youth camps in America, as well as in certain Middle 

Eastern countries, acquiring bomb-making and other skills of terrorism and asymmetric 

warfare. 

 

13. Sassounian’s crime must be considered within the context of these past decades of 

Armenian terrorism and violent extremism that transpired on North American soil, as 

Sassounian not only intended to affect the immediate family and friends of Mr. Arikan, 

but also intended to chill the speech of the Turkish American community as a whole and 

cause those who would take issue with the Armenian Cause to cower in fear.  The 

potential release of Sassounian, therefore, speaks to past and future events of Armenian 

terrorism and violent extremism, as well as Sassounian’s specific crime.  It is the 

ATAA’s position that granting parole to Sassounian would vindicate Armenian terrorism 

and Sassounian, further harm the victims, and further encourage violence against 

American of Turkish heritage by Armenian extremists, who need only the green light of 

parole being granted to their hero, Hampig Sassounian. 

FURTHER FACTORS TO CONSIDER IN OPPOSITION OF GRANTING PRISONER 

SASSOUNIAN PAROLE 

 

A. THE MURDER OF KEMAL ARIKAN WAS A HATE CRIME 

 

14. California state law specifically condemns acts of hate by way of enhanced sentences on 

guilty parties.  California’s Penal Code, section 190.2(a)(16), imposes a life sentence 

without parole, in special circumstances, where “the victim was intentionally killed 

because of race, color, religion, nationality, [or] country of origin.”  Sassounian was able 

to avoid a special circumstance retrial by strategically pleading guilty to his 1984 

conviction in 2002. Otherwise, he would not have had this current opportunity to seek 

parole—and for the reasons outlined in this statement, he should not.  In his initial 

suitability hearing in 2006, Sassounian admitted the anger, prejudice and hatred he holds 

towards persons of Turkish origin: “…in all honesty, I thought at that time that these 

[Turkish] people were less than humans, that, you know, they were inhumane, and the 

Turkish government had no soul…I was very, very angry.”  See “Initial Suitability 

Hearing Transcript” (ISHT), 2006, p. 23, paras. 7-15. 

 

15. When Sassounian murdered Mr. Arikan, he carried this hatred and prejudice held by 

many Armenians.  Since Sassounian never met or knew Mr. Arikan as an individual, he 

could not have disliked Mr. Arikan as such.  See ISHT, p. 16, paras. 11-13.  Rather, Mr. 

Sassounian felt hatred towards the group that Arikan represented—the Turkish 

community—and this was sufficient to motivate his crime. 
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B. SASSOUNIAN IS VIEWED AS A HERO AND A ROLE MODEL WITHIN THE 

ARMENIAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY 

 

16. Sassounian is recognized as a hero within the Armenian American community for his 

murder of Mr. Arikan.  Neither the AYF, which Sassounian was a member of for 6 to 7 

years (see ISHT, p. 88, paras. 15-27 & p. 89, paras. 1-11), nor the Armenian American 

community have condemned Sassounian’s crime.  To the contrary, their conduct has 

demonstrated their support of Sassounian and justification of his offense.  See Exhibit 2, 

“Sassounian Thanks Community for Continued Support”, Asbarez Armenian News, 

November 2, 2001.  This has involved: 

 

 Recent correspondence with Hay Zinvor, the Official Magazine of the Army of 

the Republic of Armenia, which demonstrates how Sassounian is considered a 

hero who has helped the “Armenian armed struggle in [the] Diaspora…” See 

Exhibit 17. 

 

 In 2012, the Armenian National Committee of America (ANCA) conducted 

endorsement interviews with Los Angeles District Attorney candidates. ANCA 

made clear to the candidates that the Sassounian parole hearing was important to 

the California Armenian community, and asked for pressure on the Parole Board 

to release Sassounian.  See Exhibit 18, “Armenian Assassin’s Parole Pushed as 

Issue in D.A. Race,” L.A. Weekly Blog, June 1, 2012. 

 

 Encouragement of youth by the AYF to write letters to Sassounian in prison.  See 

Exhibit 3, “Feeling the Spirit, Reading the Words of Hampig Sassounian”, 

Armenian Diaspora News Forum, February 8, 2008. 

 

 Distribution of Christmas and New Years cards by the AYF to Armenian 

community organizations and regional bodies, to be sent to Sassounian in prison.  

See Exhibit 3. 

 

 Reading of letters and listening of telephone messages from Sassounian at AYF 

member gatherings and camps.  See Exhibit 3 and Exhibit 4, “AYF Celebrates 

65
th

 Anniversary”, Asbarez Armenian News, Oct 23, 1998. 

 

 Organization of visiting trips by the AYF for Armenian youth to Sassounian in 

prison.  See Exhibit 5, Haytoug, Official Publication of the Armenian Youth 

Federation of Western United States, Spring 2008, pp. 7 & 8. 
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 Publication and promotion of Sassounian’s statements in respected Armenian 

news outlets.  See Exhibit 2, Exhibit 3 and Exhibit 5, pp. 2, 7 & 8. 

 

 Insistence from the Armenian community that Sassounian is innocent, despite 

Sassounian’s conviction in 1984 and his own repeated admittance to the crime 

since 2002. 

 

 Creation of the “Hampig Sassounian Defense Committee”, which raised over 

$70,000 in 2002 alone (see Exhibit 6, “More Than $70,000 Raised for Hampig 

Sassounian Defense Effort”, Asbarez Armenian News, February 25, 2002), 

and $400,000 overall for Sassounian’s 2002 retrial; 

 

 Regarding the incarceration of Sassounian for the assassination of a Turkish 

diplomat as a “human rights violation” and hence “a continuation of the [alleged] 

Genocide committed against the Armenian people by the Ottoman Turkish 

regime.”  See Exhibit 6. 

 

17. This acceptance of Sassounian by the Armenian American people causes tremendous 

anxiety within the Turkish American community in California.  We fear that these 

sentiments of heroism will encourage youth to follow in Sassounian’s footsteps.  Indeed, 

Sassounian was 19 when he committed the offense.  Similarly, Armenian youth are 

brought up to feel hatred towards Turks and idolize such figures as Sassounian. 

 

18.   For example, Haytoug, a magazine considered to be the official publication of the 

Armenian Youth Federation of Western United States, frequently publishes articles that 

support and honor Armenian terrorists, portraying them as heroes and role models.  The 

young Armenian readership of Haytoug is undoubtedly influenced by such publications.  

In a recent 2008 article titled “Meeting the Man Behind the Idea”, a young Armenian 

American movingly recounts her visit to California’s Men’s Colony—a trip that was 

organized by the San Francisco branch of the AYF.  Upon meeting Mr. Sassounian, the 

young female is overwhelmed with tears: “So naïve of us to think that we as Armenian 

youth were going to bring him emotional support and hope…it was Hampig in the end 

who armed us with a sense of renewed faith and optimism. He will never know the extent 

of his legacy, which we tried to convey to him any chance we got…” See Exhibit 5, p. 8 

(emphasis added).   

 

19. Another example of the idolization of terrorists among Armenian youth can be found in 

Exhibit 7, “ARMENIA, Kids Art Camp”, Parev Yergir, November 13, 2003, which 

provides screen shots of a 2003-2004 online catalogue for a “Summer Art Camp” in 

Armenia, open to 14- to 16-year-old Armenian children.  The itinerary of this “art camp” 



 

 

Statement in Opposition to Parole of Hampig “Harry” Sassounian (Prisoner 88440)  

The Assembly of Turkish American Associations 

Western Regional Vice President Maria Çakırağa 

June 13, 2013 

Page 7 of 13 

 

1526 18
th

 Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036 

Tel: (202) 483-9090, Fax: (202) 483-9092, E-mail: assembly@ataa.org. Web site: www.ataa.org 

 

 

includes a lecture on the “Lisbon Five” (see Exhibit 7, p. 6), which refers to the five 

Armenian terrorists who took over the Turkish Embassy in Lisbon intending to level it 

and kill all inside.  On July 27, 1983, the five Armenians stormed the Turkish Embassy in 

Lisbon, killing a Portuguese law enforcement officer and wounding another.  One 

gunman, Vatche Daghlian, was killed by a Turkish security officer.  Unable to take the 

Embassy chancery building, the four remaining gunmen — Setrak Ajemian, Ara 

Kuhrjulian, Sarkis Abrahamian and Simon Yahniyan — fled to and occupied the 

Embassy residence, where they took the Deputy Chief of Mission, Mr. Yurtsev 

Mihcioglu, his wife Jahide, and their two children as hostages.  As the four Armenian 

gunmen planted explosive devices in the residence building, Mrs. Jahide Mihcioglu 

grabbed and detonated one of the bombs killing the four gunmen and herself.  The ARF 

of the JCAG claimed responsibility for the attempted takeover.  The ARF, JCAG and 

AYF, unable to accept that the true hero was Mrs. Mihcioglu, who gave her live to save 

her family and Embassy staff, and to defeat four terrorists, revised history to interpret and 

teach the Armenian deaths as heroic suicides.  The Lisbon Five were, in effect, young 

Armenians no different than Sassounian at the time he assassinated Mr. Arikan, and no 

different than those attending camps like the aforementioned, where lectures are given on 

the supposedly gallant conquests of Armenian terrorists. 

 

20. The “Summer Art Camp” provides further illustration of the anti-Turkish mentality 

instilled in Armenians at a young age.  For instance, the camp brochure displays 

photographs of young Armenians at the Armenian-Turkish border that looks onto the 

ruins of the ancient Armenian city, Ani, in Turkey, where the caption underneath the 

pictures read: “We Came [sic], we saw...We will conquer.”  See Exhibit 7, pp. 7 & 8.  

More disturbing are the photographs depicting Armenian children being trained to use 

firearms.  See Exhibit 7, pp. 4 & 5.  As alluded to in Item 12 previously, Armenian 

terrorist groups recruited youth from the AYF and the weapons exercises depicted in 

Exhibit 7 are likely conducted in preparation for these types of recruitments. 

 

21. Granting Mr. Sassounian parole will only validate Armenian American youth to follow in 

his footsteps.  Consider that the photographs in Exhibit 7 of the shooting range are no 

different than the photograph presented in Exhibit 8, which shows Mr. Sassounian and 

other young men flaunting machine guns alongside the flag and symbol of the ARF.  See 

Exhibit 8, “Image of Sassounian”, 1980.  In his initial suitability hearing in 2006, Mr. 

Sassounian admitted that this photograph was captured when he was in attendance of an 

AYF camp, where the youth were taken to shooting ranges.  See ISHT, p. 93, paras. 13-

27 & p. 94, paras. 1-17.  Also consider that Mr. Sassounian was wearing insignia 

clothing bearing the AYF name and symbol at the time he murdered Mr. Arikan.  The 

link between this Armenian role model and his terrorist youth affiliations is clear, of 

which Armenian youth are taking note.  Armenian youth will also take note if Sassounian 
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is granted parole for an unforgiveable crime of terrorism and ethnic hatred.  Armenian 

youth, as well as the Armenian community, await his release with resolve.  In January of 

2009, an Armenian radio station in Brazil, Armenia Eterna, plead to its followers: 

“[Hampig] sacrificed his youth for the Armenian people, let’s help him be free.”  See 

Exhibit 9, “Fedai Hampig Sassounian, hay azkin pergitch”, Armenia Eterna, 

January 31, 2009. 

 

C. SASSOUNIAN LACKS REMORSE  

 

22. Sassounian lacks genuine remorse for his crime.  Despite numerous opportunities in 

magazine and newspaper publications, radio appearances and prison visitations, he has 

refused to denounce terrorism and educate Armenian American youth of the graveness 

and wrongness of offences such as his.  Quite the opposite, Sassounian continues to 

inspire Armenian American youth to “remain active and unrelenting, like bees, in [their] 

pursuit of justice for the Armenian Cause”.  See Exhibit 3.  He continues to praise the 

organization that likely influenced his crime, the AYF, and urges the group to “continue 

the struggle”.  See Exhibit 4.  Furthermore, Sassounian expresses his intentions to 

become a fighter in the Armenian military and that he is “ready to be a guard on the 

border of the Motherland for endless hours and under sun, dust, cold and every (other) 

hardship.” See Exhibit 17. Similarly, Sassounian’s JCAG comrade, Monte 

Melkonian, after being released from prison, headed straight to Armenia to support 

Armenia’s violent occupation of western Azerbijan, where he engaged in one of the 

most heinous massacres of Azeri civilians and Muslims in the village of Khojaly.  

Melkonian was later killed during his militant activities. 

 

23. Sassounian wrote a letter to the Armenian military’s Hay Zinvor magazine, mentioned 

above, which was published with introductory comments by the magazine’s editors. In 

his letter, Sassounian wrote: “I am the soldier of the Motherland until death; my 

Armenian blood taught me this.” See Exhibit 17. Sassounian also writes that: “At the 

very first day when my feet will touch to the soil of the Holy Motherland, I shall go to 

Tsitsernakaberd (Armenian Genocide Memorial) and Yerablur (the State Military 

Cemetery)…” See Exhibit 17. Thus, Sassounian candidly states that upon his release, 

instead of visiting the victims’ grave or offer acts of pertinence, he will pay homage to 

Armenian military sites and visit the graves of former Armenian terrorists 

. 

24. In the same article, Sassounian expresses how sees in crime and incarceration as a part of 

a larger mission to give a message that violence is justified and after his possible release 

he will continue to do violence, and that this all about justice for himself and his cause 

instead of justice for the family of Mr. Arikan: “The way for justice is long, and I will 

pass it with self-sacrificing, devotion, patience.”  See Exhibit 17. 
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25. Furthermore, in the Haytoug article of 2008, mentioned above, the influence of 

Sassounian on Armenian American youth in pursuit of the Armenian Cause is extremely 

potent: “On our drive [to visit Hampig], we read aloud an article in Haytoug written by 

Hampig in the early ‘90’s [after his conviction] and were wondering whether or not we 

were doing justice to his calls for action. Would he be proud of us? Had we fallen short 

of his dreams? ... although at the time of saying our temporary good-byes [with Hampig], 

it was not clear who was more proud of whom.”  See Exhibit 5, p. 7. 

 

26. This young girl’s narration is not only a clear demonstration of the admiration that 

Armenian youth hold for Sassounian—a role model they are “proud” of—but also of 

their own lack of remorse for the murder of Mr. Arikan.  It is also demonstrative of Mr. 

Sassounian’s failure to dissuade these impressionable minds from terrorist upbringing.  

Instead, Sassounian “calls for action”.          

 

27.  Other indications of Sassounian’s want for contrition follow from his conduct in prison 

prior to his initial suitability hearing (1984-2002).  In 1991, Sassounian tattooed the 

symbol of the ARF over his heart on his chest.  See ISHT, p. 91, paras. 2-27 & p. 92, 

para. 1.  This was highly inappropriate in light of the terrorist crime committed by 

Sassounian, given the prominent terrorist affiliations of the ARF via the JCAG, and their 

likely influence on the execution of Sassounian’s crime in the first place.  See Exhibit 1, 

Part II and III, which provide details into the connections between the JCAG and 

the ARF, who help the JCAG recruit terrorist youths through the AYF.  Obtaining a 

tattoo of a terrorist group after being convicted of a terrorist crime implies a prideful and 

unrepentant mentality and heart towards the murder of Mr. Arikan and people of Turkish 

heritage. 

 

28. Further signs of Sassounian’s lack of remorse include his refusal to admit to the 

assassination until only 20 years after his arrest, where his strategic guilty plea was likely 

rendered for the sole purpose of avoiding a retrial under the special circumstance that he 

murdered Mr. Arikan because of his ethnic origin.  Moreover, Armenian Americans 

continue to believe in Sassounian’s innocence despite the convict’s 2002 confession.  

Sassounian has not attempted to convince his community otherwise.  

 

29. Sassounian’s lack of remorse is critical given his influential hero and role-model status 

within the Armenian American community.  As illustrated above, Armenian Americans, 

as well as Armenians from around the globe, are no more repentant than Sassounian.  

After Sassounian’s arrest in 1982, respected Armenian news outlet Asbarez wrote: 

“[L]iterally tens of thousands of Armenians have shown their interest and concern. 

Armenians in Los Angeles and in other cities throughout this country, Canada, France, 
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Lebanon, England, Greece, Syria, Israel, Saudi Arabia, Iran, South Africa, Argentina, 

Australia, Italy, Switzerland, Spain and Egypt have rallied to support Sassounian’s 

defense.”  Asbarez Armenian News, October 15, 1983 (screen shot unavailable) 

(emphasis added).  In 1998, Asbarez reported on the AYF’s 65
th

 anniversary celebration, 

wherein “[t]he most impressive part of the evening was the official candle-lighting 

ceremony which began with a pre-recorded telephone message from AYF alumnus 

Hampig Sassounian—who is serving a life sentence.”  See Exhibit 4.     

 

D. ARMENIAN TERRORISM SILENCES TURKISH AMERICANS 

 

30. ATAA is deeply disturbed and concerned by the chilling effect that Armenian American-

based violence has had on the freedom of expression of Turkish Americans and others 

who do not agree with the Armenian interpretation of history.  Indeed, Sassounian admits 

that he and his accomplice decided to assassinate Mr. Arikan upon allegedly hearing a 

statement by the Consul that did not conform with the traditional Armenian viewpoint:  

 

[W]hat took us, our attention from there [Europe] to Arikan, to the victim, 

was that, like, few weeks before this happened Arikan had made a 

statement somewhere that the genocide did not happen, that it was all lie. 

And like, we were going this way, he just completely pulled us, you know, 

like brought us to him …where he publicly came out and said, you know, 

it’s all a lie, that these people are a bunch or [sic] liars, that they’re making 

this genocide up and that Turks never did anything bad to Armenian [sic] 

and, something like that, you know, and that, we just completely turn our 

attention to him when he said that.   

 

See ISHT, p. 15, paras. 24-27, p. 16, paras. 1-27 & p. 17, paras. 1-3.  

 

31. As a consequence of Armenian terrorism and other forms of anti-Turkish violence by 

certain elements in the Armenian American community, ATAA’s component 

organizations and individual members are fearful of exercising their First Amendment 

right to speak out in opposition to the Armenian viewpoint; participate in the political 

process in opposition of legislation relating to the genocide allegation; and participate in 

the academic process of studying and analyzing the events that took place in the eastern 

provinces of the Ottoman Empire during World War I.  Many of our members believe 

that by exercising their constitutional rights—rights central to a healthy democracy and a 

free marketplace of ideas—they would risk physical harm or other retaliation at the hands 

of Armenian terrorist groups, such as the Armenian Secret Army for the Liberation of 

Armenia (ASALA) and the JCAG, and their overt and covert agents and sympathizers in 

the Armenian American community.   
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32. The violence, persecution, intimidation and harassment towards Turkish Americans by 

Armenian American groups and community members continue to this day, harming the 

ability of Turkish Americans to assemble or express their ethnic identity freely and 

without fear.  Please consider the following examples of the violence, intimidation, 

harassment and silencing suffered by Turkish Americans of California within the last 

decade: 

 

• November 2008 – The ARF calls on the Armenian American community to vote 

“no” to California’s proposition #9, or the Victims' Rights and Protection Act of 

2008, because it would raise the waiting period for parole hearings up to fifteen 

years, thus directly affecting Sassounian’s possible release.  See Exhibit 10, 

“Vote NO on Proposition # 9”, Armenian Revolutionary Federation Western 

U.S.A., November 2008.  

 

• October 2008 – The Republic Day Ball, hosted by the Association of Turkish 

Americans of Southern California (ATASC) in celebration of the 85
th

 anniversary 

of the Republic of Turkey, was disrupted by a four-hour long demonstration held 

by over 50 members of the AYF, who were chanting anti-Turkish slogans, 

wearing t-shirts depicting a bloody Turkish flag, and shouting “recognize the 

Armenian Genocide” repeatedly during a moment of silence held in memory of 

Turkish victims of PKK terrorism.  See Exhibit 11, “Armenian Youth 

Federation Demonstrates Against Gala Honoring Ataturk”, A.R.F. News, 

October 29, 2008. 
 

• April 2007 – The AYF’s San Francisco “Rosdom” Chapter visits Sassounian in 

prison at the California Men’s Colony.  See Exhibit 5, p. 7. 

 

• March 2006 – A Turkish event that was to be held at the University of Southern 

California (USC), which would have included two former diplomats from Turkey 

to discuss Turkish-Armenian relations, is cancelled after violent protests by local 

Armenian youth. 

 

• April 2000 – The Ninth Annual Turkish Night, organized by the University of 

Southern California Turkish Students Association (USCTSA) and which over 200 

USC students attended, is attacked by Armenian American activists using verbal 

and physical aggression, forcing the early termination of the event.  See Exhibit 

12, “Affidavit of Mr. Koray Incki” from the 2000 sentencing hearing of 

former ANCA Chairman Mourad Topalian, and Exhibit 13, “Affidavit of 
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Mr. Erdal Atrek” from the 2000 sentencing hearing of former ANCA 

Chairman Mourad Topalian, for further details. 

 

33. Please also consider the following examples of the violence, intimidation, harassment 

and silencing suffered by Turkish Americans of California dating back from the 1970s: 

 

• April 1999 – An American woman married to a Turk, Ms. Bonnie Joy Kaslan, 

who is licensed to carry a concealed weapon as a result of the numerous threats 

and incidents of violence and intimidation by Armenian Americans she has 

experienced, while driving to and from a San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

meeting regarding a city proclamation defining the events of 1915 as a genocide, 

is stalked, harassed and put in danger by a male driver identified as an Armenian 

immigrant from Iran.  See Exhibit 14, “Affidavit of Ms. Bonnie Joy Kaslan” 

from the 2000 sentencing hearing of former ANCA Chairman Mourad 

Topalian, for further details. 

 

• October 1998 – Turkish American, Mr. Karahan Mete, while giving a speech at 

the “International Genocide” conference at California State University in 

Sacramento, is interrupted by Armenians in the audience, shouting out obscenities 

and threatening Mr. Mete with their fists, forcing Mr. Mete to cut his speech short 

out of terror, and flee the conference for his safety.  See Exhibit 15, “Affidavit of 

Mr. Karahan Mete” from the 2000 sentencing hearing of former ANCA 

Chairman Mourad Topalian, for further details. 

 

• 1985 – Ms. Kaslan receives a UPS package at her firm’s office, which upon 

examination under an X-ray machine is detonated by bomb squads for safety 

reasons.  See Exhibit 14.    

 

• 1985 – Two employees from Ms. Kaslan’s engineering firm resign after hateful 

and life-threatening graffiti stating “Kill the [image of the Turkish star and 

crescent]” is spray-painted on the marble facade of Ms. Kaslan’s high-rise office 

building in downtown Oakland, California.  See Exhibit 14 for further details. 

 

• 1984 – Ms. Kaslan, after attending the trial of the “L.A. Five” in which five 

Armenian American youths were convicted of conspiring to conduct a bomb 

assassination of the Philadelphia Honorary Turkish Consul General, is followed 

by Armenian American activists, terrorists, and their sympathizers from the court 

house to her residence.  Ms. Kaslan’s premises are breached, requiring the 

intervention of a Los Angeles SWAT team.  See Exhibit 14 for further details. 
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• 1981 – The Turkish State Folkloric Ballet, which was to be held at the Davies 

Symphony Hall, is cancelled shortly before the show was to begin, due to the 

threat of violent Armenian demonstrations occurring, denying over 2,200 ticket 

holders the right to view a cultural event.  ANCA proudly takes responsibility for 

the cancellation, as well as the cancellation of three prior shows, and promises 

there will be similar Armenian demonstrations at future scheduled performances.  

See Exhibit 16, “Affidavit of Mr. Husamettin Ovunc” from the 2000 

sentencing hearing of former ANCA Chairman Mourad Topalian, for 

further details. 

 

• 1974 –  Turkish Americans Mr. Husamettin Ovunc, Mrs. Evsen Ovunc, and their 

two children, along with over two thousand other Turkish Americans, in 

attendance of the Turkish State Folkloric Ballet at Davies Symphony Hall, in San 

Francisco, are attacked by a large group of Armenian Americans, hitting the 

Turkish American attendees’ vehicles with clubs as they enter and leave the Hall, 

manhandling the children of the Turkish American attendees, and causing great 

distress to and fear for safety of the attendees.  See Exhibit 16. 

CONCLUSION  

 

34. The ATAA’s membership strongly urges that the parole hearing of Sassounian consider 

the irreparable destruction that Sassounian has caused the Arikan family and other 

victims of JCAG terrorism, the acute intimidation that Sassounian and other JCAG 

terrorists and violent extremists like him have caused Americans of Turkish heritage, and 

the violence Sassounian promises with public pronouncements of his terrorist deeds as a 

form of justice and his vow to continue in his militant ways.  Sassounian should not be 

released, ever. 

 
____________________________ 

Maria Çakırağa 

Vice President, Western Region 

Assembly of Turkish American Associations 

 


