
RESNA visits the City of Lions 

RESNA members Jerry Weisman and Jill Sparacio recently traveled to Singapore, the 

“City of Lions,” to teach the “Fundamentals in Assistive Technology” course as part of a 

partnership with RehabTech Asia, a new health care and medical event focused on 

assistive technology, integrated care, and rehabilitation engineering.  

 

Weisman and Sparacio taught a class of approximately 50 students, who hailed from 

Singapore, Thailand, and Hong Kong.  According to Weisman, almost all of the students 

were clinicians, with a basic background in rehab, but not much knowledge of AT.  

“There were a lot of therapists, physicians, and some prosthetists,” said Weisman. “They 

were very interested in how we do things, and especially in certification.” 

 

Sparacio said that students felt certification could help their countries with the rampant price gouging 

and unethical behavior that occurs because there’s no regulation. “One student, a podiatrist from 

Thailand, told me that a simple walker that costs us $80 in the States could go for as high as a $1,000 in 

her country,” said Sparacio.  “A strong certification program with an enforceable ethics component 

would really help.”  

 

Sparacio was stunned to discover from the Hong Kong students that their 

government does not pay for assistive technology for children until they 

stop growing. As a result, clinicians at a rehabilitation hospital have joined 

together to offer an AT lending program for kids.  “It brought home to me 

that as bad as things are here in the States with funding, there are other 

places that are much worse,” she said.  

 

The students were astonished at the wide range of AT products that Sparacio was able to show them.  

“When I showed my slides, people were dumbfounded with what was out there,” she said. “They don’t 

get to see everything.”  

 

Singapore, unlike the United States, is one of over 120 countries that ratified the United Nations’ 

“Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities” treaty. The CRPD treaty was signed by President 

Obama in 2008, but failed to win passage in the Senate last year.  “It’s a real shame that the US did not 

ratify that treaty, since we’re global leaders in AT,” said Weisman. “But RESNA can still play an important 

role in imparting knowledge and expertise to AT professionals in other countries, who are eager to learn 

from our example and improve what they can offer their own citizens.”  

 

RESNA and RESNA members are actively engaged in supporting conferences and meetings in other 

countries, including the Second International Conference in Rehabilitation Engineering in Shanghai, 

China in May, and the International Conference of Rehabilitation Robotics, being held in conjunction 

with RESNA 2013 in Seattle, WA.   

 

 

http://www.rehabtechasia.com/
http://usicd.org/index.cfm/crpdupdates
http://www.china-aid.com/infoen.asp?infoid=126
http://depts.washington.edu/uwconf/icorr2013/
http://www.resna.org/conference/

