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Fellow British Columbians, our province is the envy of 
many around the world.

We are supremely rich in geography, resources and scenic 
beauty. Mostly, we’re rich in people.

Again and again over the course of history, British 
Columbians have proved themselves to be hard-working, 
entrepreneurial and smart.

B.C. workers are highly-skilled and dedicated. Our busi-
ness people are innovative and far-thinking. B.C. students 
repeatedly achieve among the highest scores in 
international competitions.

All have found a way to compete – and to succeed – in a 
challenging world.

And yet, over the last two decades, British Columbia has 
slipped badly in a number of objective, economic rankings.

Successive provincial governments have overseen a 
significant decline in B.C.’s economic performance.

In 1971, for example, British Columbia had the highest 
average weekly wages in Canada.

By 2001, we had fallen to third.

Today we’ve collapsed to fifth.

Our average weekly wage in B.C. today ranks behind 
Alberta and Ontario, and behind Newfoundland and 
Saskatchewan.

Our real gross domestic product per capita also is fifth in 
the country.

In 2010, across Canada as a whole, real GDP per capita was 
more than $38,800.

By comparison, in B.C., our real GDP per capita was just 
$36,900.

How can it be that British Columbia’s economy now 
produces $2,000 less per resident, per year, than the 
Canadian average?

Even within our own provincial borders, British 
Columbians aren’t doing as well as we once did.

In 1991, labour income – which is the total of all wages 
and salaries paid to B.C. workers – represented 56.6 per 
cent of B.C.’s GDP. Today, the comparable figure is down to 
just 51.7 per cent.

It means that B.C. workers have seen approximately $10.8 
billion in annual earnings simply disappear.

Consequently, retail sales also have weakened over the last 
two decades. Simply, workers earn less – and so they have 
less to spend in retail stores and shopping malls.

What do all of these numbers mean? They mean that 
British Columbia isn’t as attractive to newcomers as once it 
was.

We used to be a population magnet. For much of the 20th 
century, British Columbia continually drew new residents 
from across Canada.

Workers who wanted to find high-wage jobs, men and 
women who wanted to raise their families here, and 
Canadians who wanted to realize their dreams – all of 
them were drawn to B.C.



Year after year, British Columbia enjoyed positive, 
inter-provincial migration. Put simply, more people moved 
to B.C. from other provinces, each year, than moved from 
B.C. to other provinces.

That changed near the end of the 1990s. In 1998, our net 
outflow was nearly 18,000 residents.

For five consecutive years, we lost more people to other 
provinces in Canada, than we gained from other provinces.

In 2003 we briefly turned positive, but those gains proved 
to be very modest when compared to earlier periods.

And in the last two years, unfortunately, we’ve turned 
negative again.

Beginning in the July-September period of 2011, B.C. has 
lost more people through interprovincial migration, than 
we’ve gained.

That’s five consecutive quarters of negative, net 
interprovincial population growth.

The plain fact is that over the last several decades, and the 
last two in particular, British Columbia has become a 
relatively low-wage province.

B.C. workers don’t earn as much as they once did – 
compared to other Canadian provinces.

It is evident that British Columbians want a fundamental 
change in the way Victoria has operated over the last two 
decades or so.

They want a change in B.C.’s fiscal situation, which has seen 
our provincial debt double in the 1990s, and then double 
again over the last decade.

British Columbians want a change that ensures greater 
transparency, scrutiny and accountability in the provincial 
government.

They want to a change in the relationship between 
ordinary, every-day British Columbians and their elected 
representatives.

They want to believe that things will get better.

It is not good enough merely to observe our province’s 
economic decline; we must be prepared to acknowledge 
the challenges that face us today and lie ahead in the
future.

We have to be bold in finding a solution, and resolute in 
restoring British Columbia’s economic lustre.

What should we do – what should British Columbians do 
– to reverse B.C.’s decline?

We have to believe in B.C. We have to believe in our 
people, and their willingness to be daring and innovative.

We have to believe in the intrinsic value of our natural 
resources, and encourage their development.

We have to believe in the value of our geographic position 
as the Gateway to the Pacific.

How can we work together to achieve all of these things we 
believe in?

We believe in balanced budgets, yet B.C. has had three 
balanced-budget laws over the last two decades. None of 
them has worked.

Our provincial record since the first balanced-budget law 
was passed is 16 deficits, and just 6 surpluses.

Meanwhile, our debt has climbed from $17.4 billion in 
1991, to an expected $66.4 billion by fiscal 2015.

We believe in spending smarter.

B.C. doesn’t need more balanced-budget laws. What we 
need is a government composed of politicians who are 
dedicated to reining-in expenditures – elected 
representatives who will ensure that spending doesn’t 
out-strip revenues.

We believe in fair taxation.

The carbon tax is an example of unfair taxation. It hurts 
farmers and it hurts ranchers.

It has caused grave distress to B.C.’s cement industry, which 
now has to compete with soaring imports from the U.S.A. 
and China.

Importantly, the carbon tax discriminates against Brit-
ish Columbians living in the rural parts of our province, 
residents who simply do not have the transit alternatives 
which are available to those living in of our major urban 
centres.
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The carbon tax must be repealed.

To repeat a point made earlier, B.C. is again losing 
population to other provinces. We also have a declining 
birth rate. That means our only reliable source of 
population growth is international immigration.

Yet nearly every new British Columbian from another 
country settles in the Lower Mainland. Very few settle in 
the rural parts of our province. B.C. now has the lowest 
rural population, as a percentage of the entire population, 
of any province in Canada.

We intend to reverse that decline. Rural B.C. has been 
neglected and ignored for too long. We believe in rural 
British Columbia, and we want to restore its economic 
strength.

We believe in developing B.C.’s natural resources. Too 
many projects in recent decades have been delayed by 
lengthy reviews or arbitrarily cancelled altogether.

We believe that the benefits associated with the Northern 
Gateway Pipeline project far outweigh the perceived 
environmental risks – and the same is true for the 
proposed expansion of TransMountain pipeline.

We believe in protecting the environment, but 
environmental concerns cannot be the sole consideration 
when new projects are proposed to develop our 
natural resources.

We believe in agriculture, but B.C. farmers and ranchers 
have not been doing well in recent years. Across Canada in 
2011, net farm income more than doubled from the 
previous year – soaring from $2.5 billion to $5.8 billion.

In B.C. in that same year, however, farmers once again lost 
money. It is time that our provincial government 
developed agriculture-friendly policies that helped our 
farming communities to prosper.

We believe that it is time to question Canada’s need for 
temporary foreign workers. It is fair to ask: why is British 
Columbia importing workers from other countries?

The reason is simple – we have not invested sufficient 
resources here in B.C. to give our young people the skills 
training and apprenticeships they need to find 
employment in high-wage occupations.

The time has come for Victoria to significantly increase the 
resources allocated to skills training and apprenticeships 
for our young people.

We believe in transportation. Good highways are essential 
to B.C.’s economic growth. We need to create better access 
to our natural resources, especially in rural and northern 
parts of the province.

We believe in safer communities. For too long Victoria has 
been starving funding for sheriffs, judges and other 
components of our justice system. Trials have been 
adjourned for lack of resources, and criminals have been 
allowed to go free.

The province needs to provide sufficient resources to law 
enforcement and the judicial system and make our 
communities safer for law-abiding citizens.

British Columbia is incredibly rich in people and 
resources. We have the geographic location.

All we need to do, to secure a better future, is to believe in 
ourselves.

We believe in B.C.
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