
 

 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
Christ Catholic Cathedral Corporation Board of Directors 

Selects COO: Fred C. Helms Appointed 

 
Orange, Calif. (April 5, 2013) – The Most Reverend Kevin W. Vann, Bishop of Orange and the 

Christ Catholic Cathedral Corporation (CCCC) Board announced the selection of Fred C. Helms 

to lead the development and implementation of financial and operational strategies for the future 

Christ Cathedral and expansive 34-acre campus. Helms will support the Bishop’s vision for the 

new Cathedral complex and lead the CCCC, an entity formed to manage the day-to-day 

operations and refurbishment efforts of the new Cathedral and campus.  

 

Helms is familiar with both the spiritual and economic climates of Orange County and provides 

the business acumen to manage what will become the largest Catholic worship space in the 

country. As a parishioner of San Francisco Solano Church in Rancho Santa Margarita, Calif., he 

comes to CCCC from US Bank where he served as Senior Vice President and Division Manager 

of Commercial Banking for the Orange County region.  

 

“Fred brings organizational and financial expertise that will help assure our diocesan vision of a 

spiritual center and home for the more than one million Catholics in Orange County, as well as 

provide a gathering space, destination and respite for all people of faith and our broader 

community,” said Bishop Vann. “I offer my gratitude to the board and all those involved with 

governance of this enormous undertaking for our Church and diocese. Without responsible lay 

input our progress in acquiring and developing the cathedral project would be impossible.” 

 

As COO, Helms will oversee and implement strategic financial, development and operational 

planning for the needed liturgical, architectural and facilities renovations required to enable the 

future use of the Cathedral as a Catholic worship space. He will work closely and in concert with 

the rector and episcopal vicar of the Cathedral, Reverend Christopher Smith. 

 

Helms has over twenty-five years of experience in commercial banking, managing areas of 

commercial lending, cash management, and treasury operations for major banks. In addition, he 

has held the position of Chief Financial Officer for two corporations.  

 



The Diocese of Orange acquired the Crystal Cathedral campus in November 2011. In June 2013, 

Crystal Cathedral Ministries will move to nearby St. Callistus Church. The St. Callistus Catholic 

parish will, in turn, relocate to the cathedral campus. Restoration and preservation of The 

Arboretum is currently underway, and will initially serve as the temporary home for the St. 

Callistus Parish. 

 

Rob Neal, the CCCC’s interim COO in charge of day-to-day administration and management of 

the campus since its acquisition added his praise: “the Diocese of Orange is breaking new ground 

for our Church as it embraces unprecedented growth and renewed passion and energy. I can think 

of no better choice to help us embrace this enthusiasm and ensure an even brighter future for 

Catholics in our Diocese.” 
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