
Blessings: In The Glow Of A Campfire 
The week of July 14-19 I was privileged to spend as Dean for Camp Brethren Woods. I came away im-

pressed once again with the breadth and depth of ministry Brethren Woods provides to campers and staff. 

There is an intensity about the week that is hard to describe and difficult to repli-

cate anywhere else. Suffice it to say that I came away both renewed and ex-

hausted! Here is a genuine word of appreciation and respect to all staff who 

spend their lives and summers engaged in this kind of ministry. You are indeed 

special! 

Many learnings left an impression. One such learning is the increased diver-

sity of backgrounds from which campers come. This leads to real opportunities 

for ministry while presenting challenges for staff as they build community in the 

clusters of cabins. 

However, the foremost impression I gained from the week is best illustrated by a Vesper service on the 

last night of camp. I, in years past, have had a time of blessing of the campers at the last campfire. Each 

year my understanding of such a blessing time has grown; this year took on particular significance. 

This year I used Mark 10:13-16 as the basis for the Vespers with the children. In this passage, Jesus 

becomes indignant when his disciples try to prevent the children from coming to him for blessing. (It be-

comes obvious that the children in the passage were not the only ones in need of blessing!) The passage 

concludes in verse 16 with the words that Jesus took the children in his arms and blessed them. 

The word “bless” has taken on increasing importance as I understand how we are to treat our children. 

The word blessing in scripture is used in several different ways, but the thread that runs throughout the 

variety of usages is the bestowal of approval or acceptance. This acceptance is not based on anything we 

have accomplished or the honors that have come our way, but comes from the heart of God who desires 

to pour out that kind of love upon us. 

My heart was touched as I looked out over the group of children and youth at the last campfire on 

Thursday night. I knew that for many that kind of blessing had never been part of their experience. Far too 

many had experienced levels of brokenness that would forever shape their lives. 

I invited all who were gathered around that campfire to come and receive an anointing of blessing. In 

the same way that Jesus blessed the children, we attempted to convey God’s acceptance of them with the 

simple words “God Bless You” and the touch of the oil on the forehead. 

The response that night reinforced my deeply held convictions that one primary task of the church is 

to convey God’s blessings to those whom we meet each day. The children practically ran to get in line to 

receive a blessing! We live in a culture that can be harsh and cruel with little room for expressions of genu-

ine blessing. Our children are caught in a swirl of myriad activities and demands which make it difficult to 

understand that we serve a God who wishes to pour His approval upon our lives. Without an understand-

ing of God’s regard for us, we become caught in an increasingly anxious lifestyle which sees blessing as an 

elusive condition beyond our grasp rather than a gift from God that centers our lives and activities. 

My prayer for each of you this week is a simple one. God Bless You. May the breath of the Holy Spirit 

rest upon you and make you certain of God’s gracious intent for your life. 

In Christ, 

John Jantzi 

District Executive Minister  

 


