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Dave Rider, Rama Erasmus, Les Berenson MD Basket Brigade tag (used around the world) 
 

      
 
Eva Marie & Transformation of “store” – Fri.  The Gym – home of NEXT years Basket Brigade 

 
 
 



ThanksLiving Basket Brigade Stories 
This was my 7th year involved in the Seattle Basket Brigade. It means so much to me on  
so many different levels. Seeing a few hundred volunteers come together to give up a part of their 
lives to help others in need is a wonderful experience to be a apart of. Many are volunteering for 
the 1st time and wondering what’s it all about. Watching the new addiction to serving take over – 
what a rush!  
 
Watching an empty room transform into a “store” in few hours and the next day have 300 people 
come for a variety of reasons, meet a whole bunch new friends, work together for the common 
good of others, and leave feeling enriched for a variety of different reasons.  
Seeing the Basket Brigade touch so many lives in this facility and out in the community makes my 
ThanksLiving special. Preparing >325 baskets and feeding around 1200 people !!!!! 
 
I get to deliver a basket to a special family each year. There are 15-30 Native Americans  
(3 families) living in this house depending on…. I’ve watched the terminal grandmother move into 
living room, and transition during the next year, the sad stories of many family members having 
illness and surgeries, and the financial woes plaguing these families.  
 
This year was different. Michaela greeted us as usual. She was not sick as usual each year. She 
was getting her Native beading business off the ground. She was starting to get out into the 
community. She was inspired and positive. 
 
What caught us by surprise was when she said next year she wanted to come help and  
put baskets together with us as this meant so much to her and her family. 
She then broke down crying, saying that in the past she wondered if anyone cared about her and 
her family, and when they didn’t think they would have food on Thanksgiving,  
much less a celebration, we showed up with food for Thanksgiving.  
The Seattle Basket brigade is a huge part of their lives!!  
This event is usually around my B’day, and this is the best present I could ever give myself ! 
Les Berenson MD  - coordinator Seattle Basket Brigade 
 

****************************** 
 
This is my 3rd year with the Seattle Thanksgiving Basket Brigade. I met with a handful of others 
on Friday for set up.  We organized the room and moved produce, boxes & cans of food from truck 
to pallets to tables. It was so fun. The space went from empty to looking like a mini grocery 
store.   Our connections with each other and the community center went from strangers to 
friends.  And best of all our mission of open hearts, "Random Acts of Kindness" and anonymously 
delivering food to families in need to make a real Thanksgiving dinner was accomplished.  I am 
grateful for all that I have in my life and I give Thanks from the bottom of my heart for this annual 
project.  See you again next year!!! - Deborah L. 
 

****************************** 
 
"This years Basked Brigade was fantastic. So many people, and yet so organized and  
if it only seemed like it, who cares. You fed and made so many people happy.  
Leni K.- 
 

****************************** 
This was my first year with SBB and it was an eye-opener. I delivered 3 baskets and each one was 
wonderful.  My first stop was to a young mother who was definately surprised and a bit teary. I 
had asked a neighbor to help me carry the boxes in, so she also got to enjoy a bit of the giving 
energy.  
 
My second delivery found a dark house, so I returned later that evening just in time to connect 
with the father who had stopped by to pick some things up; the electricity had been shut off 
and the family had just moved to the in-laws - so that was divine timing.  
My last stop to a family of 10 was very cool. Two teenage boys were clearly stunned as they 
helped me carry the double load of food into their kitchen. I'm doing this again!  
Leslie VW. 



Stories from our Youth Leaders 
 

    
 
The incredible recycle team – rocks !           Turkey carrying the kid 
 
My Volunteering Experiences 
 At first, when I came to package Thanksgiving dinners, I was shy. I think this was 
because a lot of the people who were receiving these dinners were a lot like me. Maybe their kids 
went to middle school just like me. It just felt weird. Why? Impossible to explain. 
 
 I soon realized that there was no need to be shy, or embarrassed, or whatever you want 
to call it. All the kids were flattening down boxes and getting in the dumpster to have more room 
to fit all the boxes. It was fun for a little while until it felt too much like play. We had turned it 
into a game and it would still have counted as volunteering to my teacher, but not to me. I felt 
like if I was going to volunteer I had to do more than just flatten boxes.  
 
 I went inside and started to go down the assembly line, letting people put food into my 
box. This was more like it. Soon my box was so full; I could barely fit the pumpkin pie in over the 
other packages and cans of yummy goods. 
 
 After I had packaged a box, I went back for more. There were none. I remembered the 
very start of the day, when there had been stacks of them and felt a sense of proudness, 
involvement and amazement that we could do so much in so little time. No longer shy, 
I felt really good to be helping out at least one family have a thanksgiving dinner as 
good as mine. It might easily be better because you could not only taste the food, but 
also the community behind this one dinner. Oh, yeah! I also helped out the garbage man. 
Volunteering rocks!!!  
 
Elizabeth F.  

****************************** 
 
Volunteering at Basket Brigade 
 This year, thousands of families in Washington did not have Thanksgiving dinner.   
Though it will be very hard to stop world hunger, the Basket Brigade can help. 
 Before Thanksgiving, many students gathered at the Ballard QFC to hand out discounted 
turkey coupons, where the customers could donate their turkeys to the Seattle Basket Brigade. 
 A few days later, volunteers assembled to package and deliver the turkeys.   
They put the turkeys in baskets along with other foods such as apples, juice and canned foods.  
Those baskets were then delivered by more volunteers to families in need.   
This year, the Basket Brigade helped over 1,000 people. 
 I am a student at Hamilton International Middle School, and I was one of these volunteers.  
I not only had a lot of fun, but it felt good to finally give back to the community.  I handed out 
coupons, filled up baskets, and even stomped down on recycling in a giant dumpster.   
I hope that you can volunteer next year as well, and have as great of an experience as I did. 
 
Maya K., 6th Grade, Hamilton International Middle School 
 



Seattle Basket Brigade Donations 
 “Hi, would you like a coupon to donate a turkey to the Seattle Basket Brigade,  
where you can donate a turkey for families in need!”  “Thank you! I will!” On November 17, I was 
standing outside the QFC in Ballard, handing out coupons as aforementioned to shoppers there. 
The enterprise was successful, and about forty turkeys were donated through the Seattle Basket 
Brigade to forty different families. 
  
This is a community service opportunity, and I took it, hoping to help families in need.  
What I learned from this is that you should always do something to help the needy, 
whether it ranges from donating turkeys to hosting a meal for a homeless family, or 
from donating money to a shelter to giving money to people living on the street.  
It was exciting, it was fun, and it was worth it. 
 

****************************** 
 

It’s so easy to help. Ever felt the happiness in the smallest good deeds, whether you’ve been 
helping someone do their homework or mowing the lawn for a neighbor?  
Even if they don’t know who’s helped them the fact that you know is enough.  
Now imagine being part of a cause that has supported over 300 families by  
giving them a warm and abundant Thanksgiving meal. Interested? So was I. 

My teacher told us about Seattle Basket Brigade and how they packed Thanksgiving meals 
to give to a less fortunate family. Turkeys, cranberry sauce, things we take for granted. The 
process had two steps: First flyers were handed out at a local QFC telling people that they could 
buy and donate a discounted turkey. Then the turkeys were packed and delivered to a 
community center, and there the meals were packed by volunteers. 

On a cold afternoon ten kids (including me) joined forces to advertise the cause.  
To every shopper we explained how for < $10 dollars you could give a turkey to a family in need. 
Determined to help we covered every entrance and exit, and many people said yes.  
When I passed by the checkout stands I was amazed to see a pile of turkeys. I helped do that,  
I thought. Two hours later I left happy, since determination, effort, and kind hearted people got 
us more than 40 turkeys. 

I felt so amazed at what I’d done. It seemed like a simple and easy gesture, but as a 
whole it helps a bigger cause. It’s wasn’t as hard as I imagined (since this was my first time 
volunteering) even so the hard work was worthwhile when the immense feeling of making the 
world a better place (one turkey at a time) hits you. The satisfaction of succeeding in 
helping is a feeling only giving back can give you. I know now that many families will 
give thanks, and have something to be thankful for. Though they may not know 
specifically who to thank they will know that there are people out there that care.         
I really enjoyed such an experience and because of this I will volunteer more often.                

The biggest thing I learned this holiday season is that it’s so easy to help. 
Jonah Z. 6th grade - Hamilton Middle School (November 25, 2011) 
 

            
 

Mentoring our youth to learn to volunteer and give back 


