
MYTH #1:  
 
CRIST SAYS: “Thank you! What an incredible night. Optimism is in the air. And what an honor to 
be here with you, to stand with our president, Barack Obama. Half a century ago, Ronald Reagan, 
the man whose relentless optimism inspired me to enter politics, famously said that he didn't leave 
the Democratic Party; the party left him. I can certainly relate. I didn't leave the Republican Party; it 
left me. Then again, as my friend Jeb Bush recently noted, Reagan himself would have been too 
moderate and too reasonable for today's GOP.” 
 
FACT: 
 
Not true.  Crist campaigned as a Reagan Republican and won the GOP nod for Governor.  
 
Crist Has Repeatedly Described Himself as a Pro-Life, Pro-Gun, Pro-Family, Anti-Tax 
Reagan Republican: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ezc3V_sxMlw&feature=youtu.be  
 
And Called Himself a Jeb Bush Republican Who is About as Conservative as You Can Get. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Q9Nbw6WCF0 
 
Crist is an opportunist who left the GOP to try and win a Senate seat.  Up until that point, Crist had 
no problem bashing President Obama and the Democrats for their policies. 
 
Charlie Crist Claims Voters Have Buyers Remorse Due To Growth Of Government Under 
Obama  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C4X7e3IUQJo&feature=plcp 
 
BEGIN TRANSCRIPT: 
 
CHARLIE CRIST: Change is what people wanted, but I don’t think this kind of change is exactly 
what they expected. I think that, you know, government has grown too much, too fast, too far, and I 
think there’s maybe a little buyer’s remorse by some, and, I think Senator McCain would have done 
a great job. 
 
 
END TRANSCRIPT 
 
Charlie Crist Predicted Obama Would Lose Re-election In 2012 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F0-sXvmUCxQ 
 
BEGIN TRANSCRIPT: 
 
 
HOST: Florida’s Republican Governor Charlie Crist is already predicting the President will lose the 
White House when he runs for reelection in 2012. Here’s what Governor Crist had to say on Friday. 
 
CHARLIE CRIST: The people decided they wanted a change. They got one. Jimmy Carter. Four 
years later, they took care of business, Ronald Reagan. It may happen again.  



 
HOST: Well why does Governor Crist think that will happen. Let’s ask him personally. Joining us 
live from Tallahassee is Florida’s Governor Charlie Crist. Governor good to see you this morning, 
thanks for being with us. So what’s the basis for the statement that President Obama could lose in 
2012 by Carter-like margins? And just to remind people, in 1980 Ronald Reagan won 44 States.  
 
CHARLIE CRIST: Ronald Reagan did pretty well! Well, anything can happen, as you know. And 
what I said Friday is that that may happen again. What I think has occurred is that in 1976 people 
wanted a change. Remember we were coming off of the Nixon years, and Gerald Ford had taken 
over, yet people concluded they really wanted something different, they wanted change. I think the 
same thing sort of happened last year in America. John McCain was a great candidate and a dear 
friend. But it seemed like there was just like movement for change that people wanted. And the 
President, President Obama, certainly tapped into that in a very smart way. (He) Ended up winning 
the election. But I think that what change we got might not necessarily be the change America 
wants.  
 
END TRANSCRIPT  
 
Charlie Crist Says Obama Has The Same Old Tired Answer To Everything: Spend More Of 
Your Money  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NnqtsJ267wg&list=UUGdqcw6zP0tewJOPDlAwfpA&index=11&f
eature=plcp 
 
BEGIN TRANSCRIPT: 
 
(VOICE OVER OF CHARLIE CRIST): Washington is out of control, yet the President has the same 
tired answer for every problem: to spend more of your money. I’m Charlie Crist.  
 
 
END TRANSCRIPT  
 
MYTH #2: 
 
CRIST SAYS, “We face serious challenges in this country. We must create good middle-class jobs 
so we can have an economy built to last. We must rebuild our roads and bridges, and improve our 
public schools. And particularly important to me and my state is the challenge of saving Medicare 
and Social Security so we can keep our promise to seniors. But there are common sense solutions 
within our reach if we have leaders who are willing and enthusiastic to find common ground. No 
political party has a monopoly on that kind of leadership. But as a former lifelong Republican, it 
pains me to tell you that today's Republicans—and their standard-bearers, Mitt Romney and Paul 
Ryan—just aren't up to the task. They're beholden to "my way or the highway" bullies, indebted to 
billionaires who bankroll ads and allergic to the very idea of compromise. Ronald Reagan would 
not have stood for that. Barack Obama does not stand for that. You and I won't stand for that.” 
 
FACT: 
 



It's ironic to hear Crist complain about the decline of the middle class as he presided over the 
collapse of Florida's economy.  Unemployment under Crist grew at the 2nd highest rate in the 
nation— it went from 3.5% to 11.1% while median home sales prices plummeted more than 
$100,000. 
 
 

(Bureau of Labor Statistics) 
 
According to the Florida Association of Realtors, Median Home Sales Prices Plummeted from More 
Than $239,000 to Less Than $139,000 Under Charlie Crist. 
 
MYTH #3: 
 
CRIST SAYS, “I'll be honest with you, I don't agree with President Obama about everything. But 
I've gotten to know him, I've worked with him, and the choice is crystal clear.  When he took office, 
the economic crisis had already put my state of Florida on the edge of disaster. The foreclosure 
crisis was consuming homeowners, the tourists we depend on couldn't afford to visit and our vital 
construction industry had come to a standstill. President Obama saw what I saw: a catastrophe in 
the making. And he took action.”  
 
FACT: 
 
According to Crist's own words, they agee on virtually nothing.  Crist opposes ObamaCare, 
Obama's Stimulus package, Obama on Abortion, gay marriage, guns, taxes etc. 
 
Crist Sent a Letter to a Democrat Congressman Urging Him to Vote Against ObamaCare. 
“Dear Representative Meek:  Media reports yesterday stated that President Obama has threatened 
not to campaign and raise money for Democrats who vote “no” on the health care legislation that is 
currently before Congress.  The President’s threat to snub Democrats who vote against this bill 
clearly demonstrates his priority of scoring political points rather than working to pass meaningful 
legislation.  Instead of succumbing to the bullying and strong-arm tactics of your Party’s leader, I 
urge you to ignore these threats and do what is in the best interest of the people of Florida by 
voting “no” on this bill.  Floridians deserve quality health care with increased access and lower 
costs. What Floridians don’t need is the current legislation that increases taxes, raises premiums 
and cuts Medicare that President Obama, Majority Leader Reid, and Speaker Pelosi are jamming 
through Congress.  Again, put the people of Florida first – I urge you to vote “no” on the Democrat 
health care bill.  Sincerely, Charlie Crist.” (http://www.tampabay.com/blogs/the-buzz-florida-politics/content/crist-jumps-health-
care-crunch-letter-rival-meek)  
 
Below are articles originally posted by Talking Points Memo that highlight Crist's ever 
changing stance on Obama's stimulus spending: 
 

Month Florida 
Unemployment Rate 

US Unemployment 
Rate 

Total Florida Jobs 

Jan-07 3.5 4.6 8,056,200 
Jan-09 8.7 7.8 7,436,300 
Dec-10 11.1 9.4 7,217,500 



http://tpmdc.talkingpointsmemo.com/2009/10/crist-rewrites-history-on-stimulus-support.php 
  

http://tpmdc.talkingpointsmemo.com/2009/10/crist-unfriends-obama.php 
 
Charlie Crist Has Repeatedly Called Himself Pro-Life: 
(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uKEEEpExrZc) 
 
Crist Even Said He Would Sign Abortion Ban That Only Allowed Abortion to Save a Mother’s 
Life.  “Attorney General Charlie Crist would sign an abortion ban similar to South Dakota's if he 
were elected governor, he said Wednesday before announcing proposals to increase adoption and 
protect children from Internet predators.  When asked by a Roman Catholic priest whether he 
would sign a bill like South Dakota's abortion ban, which only allows the procedure to save a 
woman's life, Crist quickly answered "Yes I would."” (Farrington, Brendan, “Crist would sign abortion ban, discusses 
adoption proposal,” Associated Press, 3/22/06) 
 
Crist Received an A+ Rating from the NRA. “Hammer said Crist earned an "A" rating as a 
political newcomer, the highest grade bestowed to a rookie candidate by the NRA, and 
subsequently received an "A+" in future years based on his voting record.  "You can't get an 'A+' 
unless you have a strong history on our issues," Hammer said.” (“Crist stands firm on gun rights,” Politifact, 7/14/10, 
http://www.politifact.com/florida/statements/2010/jul/14/charlie-crist/crist-stands-firm-gun-rights/) 
http://www.politifact.com/florida/statements/2010/jul/14/charlie-crist/crist-stands-firm-gun-rights/ 
 
Crist Opposed Both the Assault Weapons Ban and the Brady Bill.  “Graham voted for the ban 
on assault weapons and for the Brady Bill, which imposed a waiting period for handgun purchases.  
Crist opposes both. "I believe citizens do have the right to bear arms," said Crist, who is a hunter.” 
(Lytle, Tamara, “DIFFERENCES OF OPINION; U.S. SENATE CANDIDATES GRAHAM, CRIST AT ODDS ON SUBSTANTIVE ISSUES,” Orlando 
Sentinel, 10/11/98) 
http://articles.orlandosentinel.com/1998-10-11/news/9810090593_1_graham-security-taxes-crist 
 
Crist Cheerfully Signed the Christian Coalition Petition Calling for a State Constitutional 
Amendment Banning Gay Marriage and Civil Unions.  “A gushing crowd gathered to see 
Republican gubernatorial candidate Charlie Crist at Miami's Versailles restaurant on Thursday. 
Members of the local Christian Coalition chapter presented him with a petition calling for a state 
constitutional amendment to ban gay marriages and civil unions.  Crist cheerfully signed. His office 
released petitions for the ballot initiative to the state Supreme Court for review on the same day.” 
(“Crist popular on foe's turf,” St. Petersburg Times, 9/4/05) 
http://www.sptimes.com/2005/09/04/State/Crist_popular_on_foe_.shtml 
 
MYTH #4: 
 
CRIST SAYS, “One of his first trips in office brought him to Fort Myers, where I was proud to 
embrace him and his plan to keep our teachers, police and firefighters on the job. Well, that hug 
caused me more grief from my former party than you can ever imagine. But even as the 
Republican Party fought tooth and nail to stop him, this president showed his courage, invested in 
America—and saved Florida. Two years later, Florida and the Gulf Coast faced the worst 
environmental disaster in our nation's history, this time when a ruptured well spilled nearly five 
million barrels of oil into the Gulf of Mexico. President Obama came to our rescue again, leading a 
massive cleanup effort and demanding accountability from those responsible. He didn't see a red 



state or a blue state. He simply saw Americans who needed help.  And I once again saw the leader 
our country needs.” 
 
FACT: 
 
Again, Crist disagrees with Obama.  Like his 2008 candidates McCain and Palin, Crist's position is 
drill baby drill! 
 
Crist Said He Wanted to Drill Off Florida’s Coast to Reduce Gas Prices and Reduce 
Dependence on Foreign Oil.  “The Rev. Jack Gray of Pensacola - the program chairman for the 
event - asked Crist where he stands on offshore drilling.  "All my life I have been opposed to 
offshore drilling, until about two years ago when gas prices went to $4 a gallon," Crist said. "We 
have too much dependence on foreign oil. I think we ought to do it, as long as it is safe enough and 
clean enough.  "We could keep the money here at home and be energy independent."” (Paige, Jamie, 
“Crist assures Pensacola,” Pensacola News Journal, 3/20/10) 
 
 
Even Democrats Attacked Charlie Crist for Supporting Offshore Drilling. 
(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e-PCukvHwf8) 
 
MYTH #5: 
 
CRIST SAYS, “You know, I used to play quarterback just down the road from here at Wake Forest. 
My dad always told me, "Charlie, it takes a cool head to win a hot game." Our country is in the 
middle of a hot game. We face serious challenges, both at home and abroad. Meanwhile, our 
politics are defined by discord and discontent. Never has it been harder for a president to keep a 
cool head. And never has it been more important. I look around Florida, and I see a state bursting 
with diversity and opportunity, a state that looks like America's future. When I look at the 
Republican ticket today, I see two candidates who would break the fundamental promise of 
Medicare and Social Security, and cut investments in our middle class which are so important to 
our economic recovery. And when I look at President Obama, I see a leader with a cool head, a 
caring heart and an open mind, a president who has demonstrated through his demeanor and 
through his deeds that he is uniquely qualified to heal our divisions, rebuild our nation and lead us 
to a brighter future together.” 
 
FACT: 
 
Crist has repeatedly bashed President Obama for his support of more spending and higher taxes 
as the solution to every problem. 
 
Charlie Crist Says Obama Has the Same Old Tired Answer to Everything: Spend More of 
your Money: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NnqtsJ267wg&list=UUGdqcw6zP0tewJOPDlAwfpA&index=11&f
eature=plcp 
 
 
MYTH #6: 



 
CRIST SAYS, “That's the leader Florida needs. That's the leader America needs. And that's the 
reason I'm here tonight, not as a Republican, not as a Democrat, but as an optimistic American 
who understands that we must come together behind the one man who can lead the way forward 
in these challenging times: my president, our president, Barack Obama! And if you see the 
president before I do, give him a hug for Charlie!” 
 
FACT: 
 
Remember the last time Charlie hugged someone, it cost him a senate seat.  Obama ought to 
wonder if it will cost him the Presidency!  


