
 

Overheard at a recent social event, spoken in reverence and awe 
“IS THAT BRAD BRUNON?” 

 
 
Upon entering the law office of Brad Brunon one becomes immediately aware of the 
large number of impressive awards, degrees and citations adorning two of his office 
walls. Even more impressive to your roving reporter was the dismissive manner of this 
modest lawyer, his demeanor being “oh, that is nothing special”.  
 

Bradley William Brunon was born in Inglewood California 
and was raised in modest circumstances.  He has fond 
memories of visiting his grandmother in Arkansas where he 
spent his summers doing manual labor, everything from 
hacking hay in 110 degree weather to physically driving pigs 
“up the ramp” to be slaughtered.  At one time he drove the 
switch engine on the local railroad train. 
 
Brad put himself through school holding down unique jobs 
such as painting houses, delivering type to a typesetter, 
now an extinct profession, and bartending at the ripe old 

age of nineteen.  In high school he lived in a friend’s mother’s trailer where his duties 
consisted of maintaining the common areas which included cleaning the rest rooms, to 
put it delicately. 
 
From El Camino College, where he played football, Brad went on to Cal State Long Beach 
where he graduated with honors and Phi Kappa Phi.  His good friend Laurie Belger was 
instrumental in his decision to study law and Brad ultimately graduated from UCLA.  On 
the same day Brad was sworn into the bar he went to work in the Los Angeles County 
Public Defenders office where for nine years he handled felony cases. 
 
Brad was major player in the infamous McMartin Preschool case where he successfully 
defended Virginia McMartin.  This case is notorious on many fronts including boasting 
one of the longest preliminary hearings ever – a total of eighteen months. 
 
While volleyball and European travel with Sally, his wife of 40 years have been an 
important part of Brad’s life, as well as spending time with their two daughters, his self 
declared hobby is trying cases, not only in the Los Angeles area but all over the United 
States.  He is fascinated by the challenge, meeting and thwarting the beast, ever vigilant 
in going “against the current”.   
 
The plaques displayed in Brad’s office testify to the quality, integrity and expertise of 
this lawyer.  “Certified Criminal Law Specialist” for thirty years; “Best Lawyer in America” 



since the early eighties and “Super Lawyers” since the award’s inception.  However, the 
best description of Brad Brunon has to come from his peers.  The following quotes best 
describe this self-effacing modest lawyer: 
 
 
 
“I watched him in the examination of the chauffeur in the Phil Spector case – for an hour 
– I was in awe of his skill”    Paul Takakjian, Esq. 
 
“I hope I can be a lawyer as great as he is”   Steve Sitkoff, Esq. 
 
“There are a few great lawyers – he is one of them”     Alvin Michaelson, Esq. 
 
 
 
It is an honor and privilege for Chickie’s Bail Bonds to acknowledge Bradley Wm. Brunon 
in this edition of “Scoop from The Coop” 
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