
 

Oklahoma SBDC Network receives full accreditation  

  DURANT, Okla. – The Oklahoma Small Business Development Center (OSBDC) 

statewide network has received full accreditation without conditions from the 

Association of Small Business Development Centers (ASBDC).     
 

Since 1984, the OSBDC has grown to become the state's most comprehensive 

business assistance network and has helped more than 150,000 Oklahomans realize 

their entrepreneurial dreams. Through a state, federal, and university partnership, the 

OSBDC has significantly impacted Oklahoma's economy by helping create business 

start-ups, expansions, export development and business sustainability.  
 

In 2011, the OSBDC statewide team of business management advisors assisted with 

the successful start-up of 275 new Oklahoma businesses.  Last year the OSBDC 

supported over 4000 Oklahoma small business owners in creating and retaining 1,070 

jobs.  They helped these entrepreneurs acquire more than $22 million total in new 

capitalization for business expansion.  
 

“During our visit we were impressed with the vision, guidance and direction being 

provided to the Oklahoma SBDC by State Director Bill Carter and his team. It is very 

obvious that the staff of the SBDC truly welcomes the strong leadership and focused 

mission of the OK SBDC.”   Said Mark Petrilli, lead Accreditation Team Member. 

 

“SBA relies on partners like the Oklahoma SBDC to provide a critical element of 

assistance to small businesses who are looking to start or expand,” said Dottie Overal, 

SBA Oklahoma district director.  Research shows small business counseling makes a 

tremendous difference in the long-term success of a small business.” 

 

OSBDC’s state headquarters are housed at Southeastern Oklahoma State University 

in Durant.  There are 15 offices in Oklahoma including regional centers at 

Northeastern, Southwestern, East Central, Northwestern and Central Oklahoma 

regional universities. Additional centers are at Langston and Rose State universities 

and there are service offices in Tulsa, Lawton, Edmond, Norman, Broken Arrow and 

Muskogee.  SBDC business advising is provided in all 77 Oklahoma counties to 

small business owners without cost.  

 

 “This full accreditation reaffirms the fact that the OSBDC performs a vital function 

in supporting economic development throughout the state,’’ said Southeastern 

president Larry Minks. The university partners, region, and state of Oklahoma all 

benefit greatly from the expertise OSBDC provides to entrepreneurs. Their mission is 

direct – to assist our small businesses -- and they continue to stimulate economic 

development by any and all measures of achievement.” 
 

“Full accreditation by the national accreditation examiners is recognition of the 

quality of OSBDC’s staff, statewide partnerships and performance. “ said Dr. Bill 

Carter, state director.   “This accomplishment was not easy.  The accreditation 

process measures every aspect of our organization relative to world class standards.”   
 

To learn more about OSBDC, go to www.osbdc.org or contact Bill Carter at 580-745-

2955. 

 

http://www.osbdc.org/

