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LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE CROSS 

BIBLE STUDY  

A CERTAIN FUTURE! 

WEEK ONE 
 

Does Revelation Really Describe How the World Will End? 
 

Opening Question:  What do you think the end of the world will look like? 

 

Video 

 

One of the first things we should recognize in this life is that this life is not all there is.  There is a life to come.  

God is preparing a wonderful existence for us in heaven.  Even if we die before the return of Christ, we will 

know his eternal blessings. The larger question for us is what will happen to us at Christ’s return and what 

happens to ? 

 

 

NOTES and DISCUSSION POINTS 

 

Apocalyptic Literature – highly symbolic writing. Just like science fiction and fantasy is used in our day to 

comment on current political and cultural realties, John used apocalyptic literary style to commentary on what is 

was like for the first century church under Roman rule. At the time, any open critique of the empire was 

punishable by death. 

 

Key Message of Revelation; God and his people will ultimately prevail against the forces of darkness. 

 

Apocalypse – lifting the veil.  A revealing. Greek word for revelation is apokalypsis.  Revelation sometimes 

called the Apocalypse of John.   

 

Written:  Probably written about 95 a.d. after reign of Nero and during Domitian’s reign.  Rome beginning to 

enforce the cult of emperor worship. 

 

Symbolism of Numbers:  Number symbolism a large part of apocalyptic literature.  

Revelation uses of the number 7 fifty two times. 

 

 Seven is often associated with completeness and associated with heaven and with divine illumination and 

the things of God.   

 Three is number of God (trinity) 

 Four  is the number of the world (four winds, four directions,).   

Extra Insight:  Three plus four is seven denoting God’s gracious interaction with the world. 

 Three and half signifies not complete, a broken covenant, associated with evil forces of a spiritual and 

religious character. 

 Six  is the number of mankind since God created them on the 6
th

 day. 

 Ten, with its cube of 1,000 a number of completeness and constancy. One thousand can be simply a large 

quantity.  
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 Twelve (and its multiples – 24; 144; 12,000; 144,000) is the number of the church or the people of God.  

Deriving from the twelve sons of Jacob and the twelve tribes or Israel.  For the new Israel (the church) in the 

new testament the twelve disciples is a similar comparison. Also represents God’s interaction with man in 

that three times four is twelve. 

 

 

Various Interpretations of Revelation: 

 

 Preterists understand the book exclusively in terms of first century setting, claiming that most of the events 

have already taken place. 

 Historicists take it as describing the long chain of events from Patmos to the end of history.  That is, the 

vision(s) discuss in a different aspect the same period of time  – namely the entire NT era from Jesus’ 

ministry to His second coming. 

 Futurists place the book primarily in the end times. 

 Idealists view it as a symbolic picture of the triumph of good over evil. 

 

The Key Issue:  Is Revelation a spiral repeating unpacking of events (as John does in his Gospel and his letters) 

or a linear timetable of events primarily in the end times? 

 

Examining Revelation from a Distance.  Look at the outline.  Is it a Book of Woe or a Book of Comfort? 

 

Revelation describes the end times before Jesus’ return—the times we are living in now. John’s seven visions 

go back and forth over the ongoing struggle between Christ and Satan. God’s army includes Jesus, the holy 

angels, saints, and faithful witnesses to the gospel. The devil’s forces include Satan, his evil angels, unbelievers, 

false prophets, and worldly governments. While all the visions describe the same battle, each pictures different 

combatants and arenas of conflict. Each successive vision shows the battle growing more intense. The last 

vision climaxes with Jesus’ final defeat of Satan and his eternal victory for the saints. 

 

3.  STUDY IN THE WORD 

 

Read Rev 1:1-1:20 

 

 How is Jesus described in verses 1-8? What are the meanings of the titles given to him? 

 

 What theme of the book is foreshowed in verse 7? 

 

 Why is the phrase “every eye will see him” significant? 

 

 What do the images of verses 12-18 suggest about Christ? 

 

 Read Daniel 7:13-14.  How does this relate to Revelation? 

 

 How does John describe himself in terms of Law and Gospel in verse 9?  Does that apply to us today? 

Check Ezekiel 33:11 

 

 How would you characterize the description of the churches? 

 

 What does verse 19 tell us about this book? 
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Read Revelation 21:1-5 

 

 Where will the new age be lived out?  On earth or in heaven?  Why do you think so? 

 

 Who will be the residents of the New Jerusalem and the wife of the Lamb?   

 

 What do you think it will be like living without pain, fear or death and with the continual and direct 

presence of God? 

 

 Will this new world be recognizable?  Why or why not? 

 

 How does living in the new world appear to be the same or different from living in the world now? 

 

 What are the dangers in ignoring God’s prophecy of the end times?  What is the danger in obsessing with 

the end times? 

 

 

What is happening while we wait? 

 

Read Revelation 20:11-15 

 

 Who sits on the great white throne? 

 

 Where will we be when the end comes? 

 

 Death separates the body and the soul. If we have died before Christ returns, where are we? (Luke 23:43), 

Philippians 1:23, Luke 20:37, 38) 

 

 Where are unbelievers?  Luke 16-19-31; 1 Pet 3:19-20) 

 

 How do you feel about a book that has every thought and deed recorded?  If Christ edits that book by 

substituting His deeds for yours, how would you feel then?  How does that empower you to live today? 
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LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE CROSS 

BIBLE STUDY  

A CERTAIN FUTURE! 

WEEK TWO 
 

How Does the World End? 
 

Opening Question:  What have you heard about how Christ returns in His Second coming?  

 

Read Revelation 20:1-15 

 

 

2.   NOTES and DISCUSSION POINTS 

 

Except perhaps for the number 666 (13:18), no other portion of Revelation has caused more confusion and 

consternation than the first six verses of Revelation chapter 20 which describes what has come to be known as 

the millennium. It is placed between two scenes:  1)  the scene of the overthrow of the beast and the false 

prophet at the second coming of Christ (19:11-21) and 2)  the scene of the last great battle when Gog and 

Magog are defeated and Satan is thrown into hell (20:7-10) where the false prophet and the beast had already 

been cast. This suggests that whatever the millennium is and to whatever time period it refers, its placement 

between these two scenes determines how it is to be interpreted. 

 

Premillennialism – the present form of God’s kingdom is moving toward a grand climax when Christ will 

return, the first resurrection will occur and his kingdom will find expression in a literal visible reign of peace 

and righteousness on the earth in normal space-time history. This time of Christ on earth will be exactly 1,000 

years. This time is still in the future.  After the final resurrection, the last judgment and the renewal of the 

heavens and the earth, this future temporary kingdom will merge into the eternal kingdom, and the Lord will 

reign forever on the new earth. 

 

The most prevalent form in North America today of this view is in dispensational premillenialism (Hal Lindsay, 

Left Behind series, Biola, Dallas Theological Seminary, Calvary Chapel). 

 

Dispensational Premillennialism Dispensationalists insist that God has two redemptive plans, one for national 

Israel, and one for Gentiles during the "church age." This presupposition forms the basis for the dispensational 

interpretive basis. 

 

There is a "rapture" of believers when Jesus Christ secretly returns to earth before the seven year tribulation 

period begins (the seventieth week of Daniel, cf. Daniel 9:24-27). Believers do not experience the persecution 

of the Antichrist who rises to prominence during this "tribulation period." The Biblical data dealing with the 

time of tribulation is referring to unbelieving Israel, not the church. Therefore, church age, or the "age of grace," 

is to be seen as that period of time in which God is dealing with Gentiles prior to the coming of the kingdom of 

God during the millennium. 

 

The visible and physical second coming of Christ occurs after the great tribulation. Those who are converted to 

Christ during the tribulation, including Jews (the 144,000) who turn to Christ, go on into the millennium to re-

populate the earth. Glorified believers rule with Christ during his future reign. 

 

Jesus came to earth bringing with him an "offer" of the kingdom to the Jews, who rejected him. God then turned 

to dealing with the Gentiles -- thus, the church age is a parenthesis of sorts. The rapture is to be the next event to 
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occur in Biblical prophecy. The signs of the end of the age (i.e., the birth of the nation of Israel, the revival of 

the Roman empire supposedly predicted in Daniel etc.) all point to the immediacy of the secret return of Christ 

for his church. Antichrist is awaiting his revelation once the believing church is removed. 

  

The millennium is marked by a return to Old Testament temple worship and sacrifice to commemorate the 

sacrifice of Christ. At the end of the millennium, the "great white throne" judgment occurs, and Satan and all 

unbelievers are cast into the lake of fire. There is the creation of a new heaven and earth. 

 

Postmillennialism – the world will eventually be Christianized, resulting in a long period of peace and 

prosperity called the millennium. That is, the Christian church will influence the entire world gradually and 

increasingly making it more and more righteous and thus fit for the Lord Christ to return. The future period will 

close with Christ’s second coming, the resurrection of the dead, and the final judgment and eternal state. 

 

Amillennialism – the millennium describes the present reign of the souls of deceased believers with Christ on 

heaven. The millennium is not just in the future, but continues in the present time. It is not a literal 1,000 years.  

It began with Christ’s death, resurrection and ascension into heaven and lasts up to Christ’s return at the end of 

this present world.  That is, the present form of God’s kingdom will be followed by Christ’s return, the general 

resurrection, the final judgment and Christ’s continuing reign over the perfect kingdom on the new earth in the 

eternal state. It is sometimes called “realized millennialism” because it embraces the idea that Christ is reigning 

now. 

 

The "a" millennial (literally meaning "no" millennium) position is the eschatological view of historic Catholic, 

Lutheran and Reformed Christianity. 

 

Amillennialists insist that the promises made to national Israel, David and Abraham, in the OT are fulfilled by 

Christ and the Church during this age, which is the millennium.  The  millennium is the entire period of time 

between the two advents of our Lord. The "thousand years" are therefore symbolic of the entire inter-advental 

age. Satan is bound by Christ's victory over him and the establishment of the kingdom of God via the preaching 

of the gospel, and Satan is no longer free to deceive the nations, through the presence of Christ is reigning in 

heaven during this period with the martyrs who come out of the great tribulation. At the end of the millennial 

age, Christ returns in judgment of all men. The general resurrection occurs, final judgment takes place for all 

men and women, and a new Heaven and Earth are established. 

  

In most forms of amillennialism, immediately before the return of Christ, Satan is unbound, there is a great 

apostasy, and a time of unprecedented satanically inspired evil. This last Satanic gasp and subsequent rebellious 

activity is destroyed by our Lord at his return. 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS ON Rev 20:1-15 

 

 Who is the angel of the Lord holding the key to Satan’s fate? Angel means messenger.  What message does 

the angel bring?  Read 1 John 3:8.  Does this give you more insight? 

 

 When are these thousand years?  When did Christ chain Satan?  Matt 12:28;-29; Luke 10:17-18;  John 

12:30-33; Heb 2:14-15.  

 

 Satan’s name means “accuser.”  Is Satan free to accuse us of sins before God?  Why or why not? Is he 

dangerous? Look at 1 Pet 5:8. But Satan has been thrown into hell.  How can this be?  
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 Who are those seated on the thrones in verse 4?  Look at Dan 7:9 and 7:22 and at Rom 5:17 and 1
st
 Cor 6:2.  

How does your baptism impact your answer? 

 

 In addition, how does your baptism impact your understanding of the two resurrections mentioned here? 

Read Eph 2:1-6.   

 

 What is the first death and the second death? 

 

 Gog and Magog come from enemies of God foretold in Ezekiel 38 and 39.  

 

 Is the Lord’s victory ever in doubt?  See Ezek 38:22-23.  John uses much OT imagery to describe the things 

to come. Can you think of any OT events where God's victory was stunning and swift? 

 

 Who is judging on the great white throne?  Who is exempted and who is exhumed at the great white throne 

judgment? On what basis? 

 

 What do you find comforting in this chapter?  What disturbs you?  Why? 

 

 What is your biggest spiritual battle today?  What is the outcome so far?  What is the hope in this passage 

for you? 
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LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE CROSS 

BIBLE STUDY  

A CERTAIN FUTURE! 

WEEK THREE 
 

“He sits at the right hand God the Father, from thence He will come to judge the Living and the 

Dead.” 

 

What is Jesus Doing Today About the End of the World? 

 
Read the Apostles Creed and Luther’s explanation: 

 

Apostles Creed 

 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  

 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord: who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to hell. On the third day he 

rose again from the dead.8 He ascended into the heavens. He is seated at the right hand of God, the Father 

Almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the flesh, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Martin Luther’s Explanation of the Second article: 

 

I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father in eternity, and also a true human being, born of the 

Virgin Mary, is my Lord. He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned human being. He has purchased and freed 

me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil, not with gold or silver but with his holy, precious 

blood and with his innocent suffering and death. He has done all this in order that I may belong to him, live 

under him in his kingdom, and serve him in eternal righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as he is risen 

from the dead and lives and rules eternally. This is most certainly true. 

 

FURTHER STUDY AND DISCUSSION 

 

Read Heb 1:1-4.  

 

 To what or whom is Jesus compared?  What was the function of the Old Testament prophets?  In what ways 

was Jesus’ similar?  In what ways different? 

 

 Read Rev 1:1.  The writers of Hebrews refers to the past and the last days.  John says “soon take place”.  

Why do John and other new Testament writers keep referring to these last days or the time is near.  It’s been 

2,000 years. Jesus has not yet returned.  Were the NT writers living in the last days?  Are we living in the 

last days? What exactly are the last days? Do you think the end times have already begun or that the end 

times will begin when Jesus comes again?  

 

 We usually sit down after we have finished our work.  Today Jesus “sits”.  Has Jesus already finished His 

main work for the world?  See John 19:30 



10 

 

 

 Dead set in sin, the world rebels against Jesus.  What has Jesus done about that? What in Luther’s 

explanation helps you to understand even more deeply what Jesus has done? 

 

 What seem more significant to you.  Jesus dying on the cross or returning in great power and glory to judge 

the living and the dead? Why? 

 

 How do the following passages help us to defend our answer?   Matt 16:28; 1 Cor 10:11; Heb 9:26; 1 Pet 

1:20; 1 John 2:18  

 

Read Rom 6:1-11 

 

 Death is mentioned 14 times in this section.  How does Christ’s death and resurrection tie into our 

relationship with sin? 

 

 If you could bury one thing with Christ forever, what would it be?  How does this passage strengthen you 

when you consider burial with Christ and resurrection with Christ? 

 

 What insight does this passage give you about the 1
st
 and second resurrections we studied last week in Rev 

chapter 20? 

 

Read Eph 1:15-23 

 

 Where is Jesus now?  What is he doing now?   

 

 What does Paul mean by our inheritance and spiritual power? 

 

 Hope and power and mentioned in this text.  How does Jesus give us hope and power?   

 

 We often talk about Jesus as Prophet, Priest and King.  In these “last days”;  

 

1. How does he give you power as a prophet?  Read Mark 16:15; Luke 10:16; 2 Cor 5:20; Eph 4:10-12 

Jesus proclaims for us in word and deed the mind and will of God. 

2. How does He use power for you as a priest?  Rom 8:34; 1 John 2:1.  Jesus is the go between for us – just 

as the OT priests were the go between in the worship and sacrificial rituals of Israel.  

3. How does He use His power for us and others as a King? Mat 28:18-20; John 18:36-37; 2
nd

 Tim 4:18.  

He rules the universe as King of Power.  He rules his church as King of Grace.  He rules the world to 

come as King of Glory.. 

 

 

 How does Jesus sitting at the right hand of God impact your ability to face the future?   
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LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE CROSS 

BIBLE STUDY  

A CERTAIN FUTURE! 

WEEK FOUR 
 

“He sits at the right hand God the Father, from thence He will come to judge the Living and the 

Dead.” 

 

The Signs of the End of the Age 
 

 

Notes: 

 

The destruction of the Temple 70 a.d. 

 

In 66 a.d. the Jews revolted against Roman control. Nero sent General Vespasian to crush the rebellion. 

Vespasian dispatched an army of approximately 60,000 soldiers that methodically went through northern Judea 

restoring order as they went. Some Jews in the insurrection surrendered and were executed by Zealot leaders. 

The Roman "invasion" came to a standstill at the capital city, Jerusalem. The Romans laid siege to Jerusalem 

establishing an encampment completely encircling the city. Anyone caught trying to escape was executed, 

sometimes by crucifixion, and hung on the city wall for all to see.  

 

Nero committed suicide in the midst of a Senate takeover and Vespasian was recalled to Rome where he was 

installed as emperor. Titus, son of Vespasian, was left in charge of gaining victory in the Jewish revolt. 

Jerusalem was sacked and the Temple destroyed. Most of the Jews in Jerusalem were killed, committed suicide, 

or fled. Of those sparred from death: thousands more were enslaved and sent to toil in the mines of Egypt, 

others were dispersed to arenas throughout the Empire to be butchered for the amusement of the public. The 

Temple's sacred relics were taken to Rome where they were displayed in celebration of the victory. The 

rebellion sputtered on for another three years and was finally extinguished in 73 AD with the fall of the various 

pockets of resistance including the stronghold at Masada. These events were recorded in detail by the Jewish 

historian Josephus (War of the Jews V-VII). 

 

Antiochus IV – Greek ruler of Syria who polluted the Jewish Temple in Jerusalem by sacrificing pig on the altar 

and setting up an altar to Zeus in 165 b.c. 

 

Read Mark 13:1-37 

 

 Why do you think Jesus used the discussion about the temple to begin His discourse on the end of the 

age? 

 
The signs come in three types: 

 

Signs of Judgment: 

 

 What are the signs against a sin-sick world?  (v 7-8) 

 

 Are disasters signs of God’s anger against specific sins and/or sinners? Read Luke 13:1-5. What do 

these signs of judgment demand that sinners do?  
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 Where does the Creator’s curse fall?  See Genesis 3:17 

 

Signs of Grace 

 

 What the sign is in Mark 13:10? Why is this sign infinitely more important than his judgment signs?  

How does this involve you? 

 

 What is God waiting for?  What does 2 Peter 3:9 says about this?   

 

Signs of Opposition 

 

 What signs of opposition to Jesus do you see referenced in Mark 13? 

 

 What is the abomination of desolation?  Read Daniel 9:27 

 

 What does Daniel 12:1-4 say about whether or not the signs of tribulation will increase or decrease 

before Jesus returns? 

 

 What good does persecution do for Christians? Read 1 Pet 1:6-7 

 

 Another of the sign of opposition is apostasy that is Christians “falling away” from Christ.  Where do 

you see signs of apostasy in Mark 13?  What are some types of false Christ’s? 

 

 Antichrist means stand in the place of Christ. Read 1 John 2:18.  Is the antichrist (s) different or the 

same as the false Christs Jesus mentions in mark 13?   

 

Read 2 Thess 2:1-12 

 

All false teachers are antichrists.  Before Jesus returns, His people will also see the climatic Antichrist come.  

What will this Antichrist look like? 

 

 Is the Antichrist Satan or does he comes by power of Satan? (v 9) 

 Does the Antichrist peak in power in a political system or the church system? (v4) 

 The Antichrist claims to be godly or God? (v4). 

 How does the Antichrist mimic Christ (v7-12) 

 

 Given the signs we have studied today, what visions of the past present and future do you see in these 

signs of judgment, grace, apostasy and lawlessness? 

 

a) Wars and rumors of wars 

b) Earthquakes and famines 

c) Trials and persecutions 

d) Family divisions 

e) World wide evangelism 

f) False Christs and false prophets and antichrists and Antichrist. 

 

 How do these signs of the end of the world shape our attitudes and actions? 
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LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE CROSS 

BIBLE STUDY  

A CERTAIN FUTURE! 

WEEK FIVE 
 

“He sits at the right hand God the Father, from thence He will come to judge the Living and the 

Dead.” 

 

Watch!  He Is Coming! 
 

 Read Acts 1:8-11.  From whence will Jesus come? 

 

 How do we know Jesus will come back?  What does it mean to call His second coming the second 

advent? 

 

 We are not eyewitnesses like the apostles were who saw Jesus ascend into heaven.  What can we do? 

What have we witnessed in our own lives in Jesus?  Read Rom 6:3-4, Gal 2:20, Eph 2:4-7 

 

 Read 1 Pet 1:13.  What are we to do?  When will Christ be “revealed” (apokalypsis)?  Until then Christ 

is hidden in His Word and in his sacrament.  His love is there, but concealed from those who will not 

look to Him in faith. 

 

 Read 2Tim 4:1, 8.  appearing (epiphaneia).  An epiphany, a manifestation, a showing.  At the end He 

will show Himself.  Everyone, whether they have believed or not will see Jesus! 

 

 Read James 5:7-8.  coming. (parousia) a being alongside.  How is Christ with us today?  Read Luke 

22:14-20 and Rev 19:9.   

 

Read 1 Cor 1:8.  The last days will die.  Our life comes that Last Day.  The Living one promised “For this is 

the will of My Father that everyone who looks on the Son and belies in Him should have eternal life, and I 

will raise Him up on the last day. (John 6:40). 

 

The Rapture 

 

You may have read a bumper sticker that says ‘In case of rapture, this car will be driverless.”  Rapture comes 

the Latin Bible’s use of the verb rapiemur (caught up) in 1 Thess 4:17.   

 

Read 1 Thess 4:13-18. 

 

 As God comes down from heaven, where will we meet him? 

 

 Who will meet him first?  Those Christians who He resurrects from the dead or those still alive as he 

returns? 

 

 

Note:  Paul’s teaching is about the resurrection and not a secret return of Christ.  In the ancient world, 

dignitaries were welcomed by officially by people who escorted them.  The focus is on the coming together of 
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the Lord and his people.  The air is considered to be the abode of evil spirits (Eph 2:2) who will yield their place 

to him who has all authority on heaven and earth. 

 

Resurrection is certain! 

 

We and all those saints who have gone before will be raised again when Christ returns.  Our lowly 

bodies will be transformed.  We will be resurrected in the flesh.  Christ’s resurrection was an historical 

event that took place in our space time continuum. Likewise our resurrection will be a historical event 

that will take place when Christ physically returns and transforms our mortal bodies in a microsecond. 

In Paul’s words, “we will all be changed – in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet.  For 

the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raise imperishable, and we will be changed” (1 Cor 15:51-52) 

 

As the Apostles Creed states;  I believe in the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting! 

 

Read 1 Thess 5:1-11 

 

 What doe Paul encourage us as Christians to do as we wait for the Lord? 

 

 How does faith hope and love sum up what it means to “belong to the day”? 

 

 Does the reality of Christ’s return encourage or threaten you?  How so? 

 

Review of the interpretations of the Millennium (Handout Week 2)   
 

 What is the most exciting thing to you about the second coming?  The most distressing? What questions 

would you like to ask Jesus about it? 

 

 Why do think God has not revealed the exact time of the end of the world? 

 

 Do you see God’s plan for you clearer after this study?  What basic truths about God have you learned in 

this study? 

 

 What does God’s plan for Jesus to return again teach you about the character of God? 

 

 


