
Best from the Fest-Irish Fest Edition

COUNTY GALWAY MAYOR LIAM CARROLL 
DELIGHTED TO WELCOME MHC

by Aislinn Leonard

Councillor Liam Carroll, Galway County Mayor, chats with MHC reporters at Irish Fest

 In just a few short weeks our MHC men’s travel team will be off on their 
biggest road trip ever to participate in the Aer Lingus International Hurling 
Festival in County Galway, Ireland. It’s an honor to be included in this grand 
event along with 15 teams from around the world, and it may be the closest 
thing we’ll ever have to a hurling Olympics! continued on following page



 It just so happens that I was lucky enough to meet Councillor Liam Carroll, Galway 
County Mayor, at Irish Fest this year. Mr. Carroll will be welcoming the team to Loughrea 
and will be watching them play. He said, “I’d be delighted as mayor to welcome the MHC. 
I’ve googled you! I met Dave Olson on Thursday and I’m delighted to host this great club. 
We know you’ll have a fantastic time. It is the opportunity of a lifetime.” 

 The MHC members traveling to Ireland will be hosted by the town of Loughrea, 
which is about twenty miles from Galway City. According to Mr. Carroll, The festival will 
consist of matches against some serious competition, appearances by guest stars like 
Galway’s own Canning clan, and plenty of fine entertainment and food.  The Mayor also 
added that Loughrea has a very strong team and although Galway is a dual football and 
hurling county, Loughrea concentrates on hurling. A hurling champion himself, Mr.  
Carroll said hurling is the “best and most skillful sport in the world” and this festival will 
be a chance to celebrate our love of hurling and extend a hand of friendship to so many 
different clubs.

 With the over 10,000 visitors joining the MHC for the festival, Galway, and all of 
the clubs in the area have pulled together to help make the festival a success. Mr. Carroll 
says that all of the staff for the festival are volunteers for the GAA organization, just like 
Irish Fest and the MHC. Be sure to thank the volunteers and everyone you meet in 
Galway.

 Mr. Carroll mentioned before getting back to his post at the Galway booth, “When I 
look around I can’t remember if I’m back in Galway or if I’m in Milwaukee because 
everyone here is so kind.” We feel the same about you, Mr. Carroll, and look forward to 
gathering with you soon!

continued from previous page

See next page for sneak peek of Loughrea!



Disclaimer: Repost permission granted by Loughrea Chamber of Commerce 

Special thanks to Mary Hanniffy Walsh, Michelle Mitchell, Keith Spain, and Mattie Kenny.
For this page and more on the Aer Lingus International Hurling Festival visit

http://www.aerlingushurling.com/location/about-the-4-host-towns/loughrea.html 

http://www.aerlingushurling.com/location/about-the-4-host-towns/loughrea.html
http://www.aerlingushurling.com/location/about-the-4-host-towns/loughrea.html


For this schedule and more 
information on Loughrea visit 

http://www.loughreaonline.com/international-
hurling-festival.php

Aer Lingus International 
Hurling Festival Schedule 

Where will we be playing?

Kilnadeema GAA Pitch

St. Brendan’s GAA Pitch

Photos courtesy of Loughrea and 
Kilnadeema/Leitrim GAA
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MHCers at the Fest: 
 Volunteers Make a Difference

photo credit: Ellen Burmeister, Kerry Leonard, and Darci Neuenschwander



photo credit: Ellen Burmeister, Kerry Leonard, and Darci Neuenschwander



Run/Walk to Irish Fest 5K

The Milwaukee Hurling Club assembled a team for 
the Run/Walk to Irishfest benefitting the Arthritis 
Foundation. Our team had some impressive 
highlights. Connor Kilp was the fastest hurler of 
the day posting a time of 20:35. Two of our 
women had top ten finishes; Aislinn Leonard 
placed 4th and Deborah Conklyn placed 10th in 
their respective categories. Nice job, ladies!!  
Brian Marsolek, running his first 5k, posted a 
respectable time of 30:51. Cheryl Moran's 36:02 
was a personal best. Jacqi Akert walked her 5k 
only a week after completing a triathlon; an 
inspiration to us all. There were smiles all around 
for all participants.

by Cheryl Moran

From left to right: Katie 
McGuire, Andrea Duncan, 
Nathan Brunner, John 
Cl i f ford, Todd Saul , 
Suzanne Szydlowski , 
Chery l Moran , Jacq i 
Akert, Aislinn Leonard, 
Molly Schissler, Connor 
Kilp, Kit Slawski, Brian 
Marsolek
Not pictured: Deborah 
Conklyn, Jerry Miksch, 
Rebecca Sigmon
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Be a Real Winner and Join Cailinn’s Crusaders at the 
Briggs and Al’s Run/Walk

 To all our friends and family, I would like to 
officially invite you to join and support our team, 
Cailinn's Crusaders, for our 5th year walking for 
Children's Hospital of WI on Saturday, September 
14th at 10AM.
You all know how important CHW has been to our 
family, and now is a 
great opportunity to 
help us say thank 
you! Brian and I look 
forward to doing the 
walk every year for 
many reasons. First 
o f a l l , i t ' s a 
wonderful cause. 
E v e r y y e a r , t h e 
money that Team 
Cailinn's Crusaders 
raises, goes directly 
to the Special Needs 
P r o g r a m a t t h e 
hospital. I like to let 
people know where 
their donations are 
going to help you 
understand that it's 
not just going to a 
random pot at the 
h o s p i t a l . T h e 
S p e c i a l N e e d s 
Program has been a 
l ife l ine for our 
f a m i l y . T h e y a r e 
available 24/7 to help us when we need it. They are 
experts at medically complicated children (ie. 
Cailinn) and are the reason that we have had the 
coordination of care that we do. They bring all of 
her 22 specialist together to think as one team, 
rather than individual specialties. The other reason 
we do the walk every year is that it's FUN! We have 
a blast every year. It's not like we just walk down 
the street and then go home... that would be 
boring. Instead, we get to see live music, different 
characters (last year we saw Chewbacca and other 
Star Wars characters that I do not know... sorry 
Brian), and the year before that we saw the 
characters from Pirates of the Caribbean.). 
 So, I am asking for your support again this 
year. Join our team and walk with us  if you can 
(or run). If you can not, please consider making a 
donation on behalf of our team. Every little bit 
helps, even if it's  $5. Honestly!! We have set our 
goal high again this year at $3000. Seems like a lot, 
but we manage to hit the mark every year thanks 
to  all of the very generous  family, friends, and 
even strangers.  The last few years we have been 
averaging 20-25 team members. I would love to see 
us hit 30 members this year! Don't forget that  if 

you register for our team, you get a one of a kind 
T-Shirt that shows you supported Team Cailinn's 
Crusaders. Your friends will be so jealous!
  Pass this on to people you know, and check 
with your employer to see if they will match 
donations. Again, every bit helps.

Something new 
t h a t w e a r e 
trying this  year 
is  advertising 
sponsorship. We 
currently have 3 
ads that we will 
be including on 
t h e b a c k o f 
our T-shirts, and 
have plenty of 
space available 
yet. If you or 
s o m e o n e y o u 
know would like 
t o h a v e t h e i r 
g r o u p o r 
company name 
added, it only 
cost $50.
  I would 
like to thank the 
M i l w a u k e e 
Hurling Club for 
being our very 
first ad sponsor 

this year. When 
asked, they did not even hesitate and told me to 
make sure that we ask again next year. Thank you 
MHC!

Sign Up:
Go To http://events.chw.org/goto/Cailinn
Click "Register Now" on the left side
Join a Team
Enter Cailinn's Crusaders as the team name and 
then when you see the team listed, click "Join" all 
the way to the right.
Enter your information, and you are set.
**Please make any donations after you have 
registered under your name or the team, rather 
than on the registration page as it will not go to our 
team goal.
 
Donations:
Click "Donate Now" on the left side
Enter Team Name "Cailinn's Crusaders" This will 
take you to our team page. On the far right side is a 
link that says "Make a Gift" Click to make a 
donation. Do not worry about assigning an area for 
the donation to go to, as I will take care of that.
Thank you, 
Kelly, Brian, and Cailinn Lynch

http://events.chw.org/goto/Cailinn
http://events.chw.org/goto/Cailinn
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U7s Run the Show at Irish Fest

 The U7s were the stars of Irish Fest as they played for a major crowd inside 
the gates at the Lilliput Children’s area. It was a test of focus due to the field being 
surrounded by the pot of gold, mini golf, and a parade! Guests of Irish Fest 
stopped by to watch our littlest players and were cheering them on through battles 
and goals. Hannah Fortier was lighting up the net with rocket shots and moving to 
get her body in between her opponent and the sliothar. In one play she dribbled 
past two opponents to break free from the pack and scored a goal with perfect 
form. Eva Kane is a force to be reckoned with on defense and was clearing the 
sliothar down the entire length of the field! The highlight of the match was having 
our two youngest players, Natalie Meller and Ivan Baker, in the goals. They both 
made some impressive saves and fantastic passes.
 It was great to have the kids playing inside the gates and reeling in some new 
recruits. One little boy stood on the sidelines asking if he could start playing right 
then and there!

by Aislinn Leonard
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U11s Storm the Gates of the Fest
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U15s Capture the Essence of MHC Spirit
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