
COACH TOOMEY HELPS CULTIVATE 
THE PERFECT SPORT
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by Aislinn Leonard
 Any one 
of us who came 
up through the 
youth league, and 
those who played 
in the still 
fledgling adult 
league from 2000 
to 2005, knows 
what an 
e n c o u r a g i n g , 
supportive, and 
interesting guy 
Dan Toomey is. 
As an MHC U15 
coach, Stars and 
Stripes Honor 
Flight board 
member, and 
Wisconsin USO 
supporter; he’s 
involved in such a 
wide variety of 
things that it’s 
hard to imagine 
one person so 
willing and so 
able to give as 
much as he does. 
  In 
November of 
1999, a friend of 
Dan’s, Chad 
Kooch, invited him 

to play a game of 
hurling. Dan says 
he arrived at 
Riverside High 
School to a 
“collage of people 
including Doug 
Berigan, towering 
over his 
opponents, and 
Matt Larsen, who 
was wearing a 
blue skateboard 
helmet!” Dan says 
he thought, “What 
is this?” as he 
looked across the 
field watching the 
game. “I was 
handed a 39” 
hurley and 
marked up against 
Russ Fink. I 
blocked three 
shots from him 
and after the 
game when we all 
went to drink 
together, I 
thought ‘This is 
the perfect 
sport.’”  


Coach Dan “Ring of Fire” Toomey



 As an MHC youth coach from the 
very beginning, Coach Toomey has seen 
many kids grow up in the club. He says 
watching the kids improve and thrive is what 
keeps him coming back. “[Seeing a kid go] 
from being intimidated and scared to 
excelling in the adult league or watching a 
kid hit the ball for the first time and the 
amazement crosses his face, that’s what it’s 
all about.”
 The MHC Youth League would be a 
different place without Dan’s smiling face 
and words of wisdom. Along with his work 
ethic and discipline also comes his shared 
joy and passion for the game. If you’re 
caught goofing off or slacking he might 
have you doing push ups, but a few minutes 
later after working hard you’ll be rewarded 
with a pat on the back for a job well done. 
 There are especially lighthearted 
moments that everyone will always 
remember like the silliness of singing his 
wonderful rendition of the “Ring of Fire,” 
which was born on the 2007 youth trip to 
Ireland. He’s instilled in us youth players a 

sense of responsibility and commitment to 
the club, and we should all strive to make as 
big an impact on the life of the MHC as he 
has. As Dan says,  “If you’re going to be a 
part of something, do it 100%.”
 The MHC is going to have big 
Toomey sized shoes to fill next season as 
Dan is retiring from coaching this year.  We 
congratulate and send our support to him in 
his next adventure as the President of the 
Wisconsin USO (United Service 
Organizations). As much as we will miss 
him, they are sure to benefit from his 
positive attitude and his passion for helping 
people. He says he’ll be stopping by to 
check on everybody at the MHC from time to 
time and we’ll all be looking forward to 
those visits.

 As Dave Olson, our Viking leader 
always says, “We never say goodbye. It’s just 
that we’ll see you on the next adventure.”  
Let’s send Dan off with that, and with the 
USO motto, “Until everyone comes home.”   
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McBob’s Gael Winds Stand and Deliver 
for the Brocach Banditsby Ivan Baker

 Brocach thoroughly played to victory 
over the Gael Winds on Sunday.  The Goelz 
brothers, Andrew and Matthew, had another 
outstanding showing, controlling the center of 
the field and utilizing passing and 
communication.
 The first half score was far more 

representative of the game’s gritty competition 
than the final marks. McBob’s capitalized on 
two frees from sixty five meters, dropping two 
goals from Mike Stuht who was the Winds’ main 
offensive weapon. The rest of the Gael Winds 
rose to meet the relentless Bandits: Eric 
Lemmer relieved an injured Michael Bathke in 
goal and made saves, Brenna Olson stepped up 
the aggression, and Kyle Christenson was 
hardly visible with his speed and camouflaged 
shorts.

 The Brocach Bandits’ list of successes is 
extensive, and this has been proven the case in 
last weeks. Not only do the Goelz bros 
dominate the peak of the pitch, but the boys 
from the Emerald Isle, Tony Gilbert and Patrick 
Burke, pounce on headstrong defenses with 
merciless shots. This week, a noteworthy goal 

from Connor Dunn was yet another victorious 
factor for Brocach.
 Though McBob’s never quit and always 
adapted to the oppressive Bandits, Brocach 
ended the game with defeating blows in the 
fourth quarter, robbing the Gael Winds of any 
chance of a comeback. The final marks showed 
– Brocach 6-12 (30) and McBob’s 2-12 (18).

photo credit: Erik Sandburg



 The sun 
was out in full 
force as the 
Shamrock Club 
Griffins took to 
the pitch against 
the County Clare 
Cats. Both 
midfields were 
moving the 
sliothar well as 
Joe Gaar got the 
Griffins going 
with a point, but 
the Cats clawed 
right back with 
one of their own 
from Mike 
Hoffmann.  The 
pressure was 
mounting on the 
defenses, and 
after a nice initial 
block by the 
Shamrock keeper, 
Luke Papenfuss was able to secure the rebound 
and put it in the net for County Clare. It was an 
exceptional effort for someone who had just 
broken his collar bone.   Following his 
teammate’s lead Josh “Gootch” Gutschow 
bolstered his team’s spirits even more with 
another Cat goal after grabbing a sideline cut 
from Mike Hoffman. Shamrock Club needed a 
rally and it came in the form of Captain Vinny 
Moloney who went to work pointing from all 
over to help tie up the game at the half 
Shamrock 0-8 (8) to Clare 2-2 (8).
 The second half saw both defenses lock 
it down as play moved out to the midfield. 
Feisty Cat Renee Anzivino was showing good 
hands and movement in the Clare backfield.  
Griffin Brian Marsolek showed that there was 

more than one way to get three points and 
proceeded to put a trio of shots through the 
uprights in the third quarter. Gutschow was 
back in the mix for the Cats and helped bridge 
the gap with another Clare point. County Clare 
goalkeeper John Clifford shut out the Griffins in 
goal using his cat-like reflexes to deflect at 
least nine scorching Shamrock shots. “There is 
nothing about how we played today that we 
should feel bad about,” said Clifford after the 
match.  However, there was just nothing that he 
could do to stop the pointing from Moloney as 
he sailed four more over the bar to seal the win 
for Shamrock Club 0-16 (16) to County Clare’s 
2-6 (12).  

by Jason Kirkpatrick

Nine Lives Not Enough for Cats 
to Defend the Griffins’ Air Attack
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Burke’s Early Attack 
Too Much for Heavyweights

 Oppressive heat and humidity bore down 
as the Silver Spring Heavyweights battled 
against Burke’s Irish Castle. Both sides 
swarmed to the sliothar, but Burke’s seemed to 
have a slight step over the Heavyweights. 
Scoring early, Burke’s forwards set the tone 
with a trio of goals and four points in the first 
quarter alone.


Silver Spring House managed to get their feet 
under themselves in the second quarter. Led by 
Captain Dave Olson, Silver Spring House’s 
defense tightened up only allowing a single 
score in the second quarter. Heavyweight Alec 
Fortier stepped in to play goal for the game 
and did an outstanding job. Likewise, Michael 
Farenbach controlled play at midfield limiting 
the Castle's momentum. But, Burke’s still held 
onto a commanding lead of 4-4 (16) to 0-6 (6) 
going into the half.
 “Win the second half,” was the sole 
halftime speech by Heavyweight Captain Joel 

“Jo-El” Ingebrigtson - a sediment that Silver 
Spring House clearly took to heart. With Fortier 
in goal, Andy Haugh (the usual goalie) was able 
to play full forward. His hands and footwork 
gave the Irish Castle fits allowing his 
teammates to pop a pair into the back of the 
net. Even so, rookie Castleman Ron “Burgundy” 
Burghaus was a maniac going after and 

clearing the ball with direction from Castle 
Goalie Matt Larsen. 
 The effects of the heat and humidity 
began to show by the fourth quarter. Though 
Burke’s still held a commanding lead, Silver 
Spring House had the momentum - but, would 
they be able to keep it up as hurlers on both 
sides began to step sluggishly? Managing 
another goal and point, Silver Spring House 
were threatening a comeback. Burke’s lead 
proved too much for them to overcome as they 
held strong with a final score of 5-9 (24) to 
3-8 (17).

by Jack Harrold
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Slaintes Finally Fall to Menacing Marauders 
by Christopher Patrick
 The Ale House Marauders came out 
strong against the Slim McGinn’s Slaintes, 
serving them their first loss of the season and 
ending the Slaintes’ four game winning 
streak. Milwaukee Ale House showed their 
conviction and 
team spirit 
throughout the 
game, provoking a 
hard fought 
response from 
Slim’s in an 
attempt to 
maintain their 
record.
 Despite the 
heat, humidity, and 
late game, Ale 
House came out 
swinging to win 
first possession. 
Quick passing led 
the sliothar into 
the Slaintes’ 
f o r m i d a b l e 
defense, denying 
the Marauders the 
early point. The 
favor was 
i m m e d i a t e l y 
returned by Slim’s, 
with a shot on goal 
by Slainte Jeremy 
“Fancy” McKenzie 
that was caught by 
Marauder Jerry 
Miksch. As the 
m o m e n t u m 
ramped up, Ale 
House relentlessly passed the sliothar up the 
field, with Sam Hanrahan crucial in the 
opening points of the match; successfully 
holding off the Slaintes, ending the first 
quarter 0-4 to 0-0.
 Both teams entered the second quarter 
on a mission. Ale House was the first off the 
gun as Pat MacLeod scored a goal, putting 
the pressure on the Slaintes to put something 
up on the board. An aggressive offensive 

push by Slim’s helped them claw back their 
deficit, as a hard fought goal by “Fancy” and a 
total of four over the bar closed the quarter 
out with the Slims McGinn’s just two points 
shy of the Ale House.

 Fighting fire 
with fire, the 
second half saw 
no shortage of 
points. Ale House 
set the pace with 
Matt Danahey 
and Sam 
H a n r a h a n 
c o n s i s t e n t l y 
hitting them over 
the bar from out 
past the 20, with 
the team getting 
a total of one 
goal and seven 
points in this 
quarter alone. 
Tensions flared 
halfway through 
the quarter 
resulting in a 
Slainte yellow 
card for 
c o n t e s t i n g 
referee Dave 
Olson. Scoring a 
lone goal, the 
Slaintes ended 
the quarter nine 
points down, 
2-13 (19) to 
2-4(10).
 Entering the 

final quarter of the game both teams had 
their work cut out for them. The Ale House’s 
defense, in what Captain Jerry Miksch called 
“an outstanding defensive spectacle,” only 
allowed a single goal and point through in the 
final quarter, leaving the Slaintes with their 
lowest scoring game of the season and a hard 
earned win for Ale House of 2-17 (23) to 
3-5(14).
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U7 Tots Show Their Timber 
by Aislinn Leonard

The U7 bruisers came out 
swinging stronger than ever on 
Sunday morning. The two fields were 
combined for a match on the larger 
pitch and it gave the younger players 
the opportunity to test their legs and 
their skills against the older hurlers. 

With shots coming on net like 
rockets it’s obvious Clara McKee has 
been picking up goalie skills over at 
the McKee house! Eva Kane, Nolan 
Wozniak, and Antoinette Brilz 
showed their warrior toughness by 
taking some hard knocks and still 
fighting through. They are all clearly 
gaining confidence as they run into 
scrums head on without any fears. 
Both teams fought hard through all 

Two players in particular, 
brothers Sean and Dylan Gray, 
always full of energy and excitement, 
were swinging hard on the ball and 
ran all over the field hungry for goals 
without tiring. They’re on a one-
track mindset for goals and their 
appetite shows through in their 
efforts each game. Christian Griffin is 
a quiet but strong player. He’s so 
quick you can hardly see him 
coming! With his speed and strong 
swing he’s a force on the field and a 
madman at midfield keeping the ball 
moving and passing to his 
teammates. 

Team play improved this week 
and because of the combined teams 
the coaches were able to see how the 
group has progressed as a whole. 



The U11 Point of View

 My name is Aidan I have been a hurler for 4 years. This is my first year in the 
U11 league. My team this year is the Comfort Keepers. Playing with the older kids is 
more fun because I don’t have to worry about hurting the little ones.   I think this 
league is better for me because I can hit harder and it is more of a challenge for me.   
I am learning to solo this year.  You start by either jab lifting or roll lifting once the 
ball is on the stick I try to take as many steps as I can. In this league I am allowed to 
air hurl.  Air hurling is when you toss the ball to about your chest and hold your stick 
straight up in the air and hit the ball.  Learning new skills and playing harder this year 
is awesome.
 Practices last longer, we do different things, such as my favorite game, which is 
called Chaos. That is a drill that has jab lifting and air hurling. I like this game because 
it is crazy for the coaches that have to chase the balls that we hit!  Hitting the ball 
strong side in the air is my favorite thing to do. My coaches are Coach Nails, Coach 
Darkness, and Coach Dad. 
 This year I got my nickname, I had a skeleton sweater on at practice and Coach 
Gwen (Darkness) saw it and called me Bones. Now my team knows me as Bones!

Aidan, third from the left with his friends Calvin, Joseph, and Caleb

by Aidan Chojnacki (age 8)


