
 

 

Seeking answers?  Seeking questions! 

The Children’s Environmental Health Clinic (ChEHC) secures space for  

team research in ECHA’s discovery mall  

 

Standing left to right: Zachary Fritze, Alvaro Osornio-Vargas, Tremayne Peart, Daniel O'Brien, Suqing Li, Jesus Serrano, Aibek Adilmagambetov, Eric 

White. Seated left to right: Emily Chan, Irena Buka, Osnat Wine, Priya Jaggi 

 

What happens when patients ask questions their care providers have never heard before? Ask Irena 

Buka – it happens to her frequently. “My patients are children (0-16yrs) who present with illnesses 

that are possibly environmentally related. Often their parents ask questions I can’t answer, or have 

never even thought about,” says Dr. Buka. “Environmental health is such a new area; we have so 

much to learn, so many questions that want answers.”  

The Children’s Environmental Health Clinic (ChEHC) is where many families in Alberta go to seek 

answers. Here, Irena Buka and an interdisciplinary team that includes specialists in pediatrics, 

occupational and environmental health, nursing, and public health assess children from across 

Alberta. Over the past ten years, the clinic has amassed a large amount of evidence, and fielded 

questions from diverse groups. It was clear that answers could only be found with a proper 

examination of the data available.  

  

http://www.chehc.ca/


Mapping children's cancer and environmental carcinogenic emissions in Canada: a GIS-based 

framework for supporting multidisciplinary research and surveillance is a ChEHC project funded by 

the Faculty of Medicine & Dentistry and Alberta Health Emerging Research Teams Grant Program. 

Drawing on the expertise of an interdisciplinary team, the Mapping project was initiated to examine 

existing data in light of specific questions. Questions such as: is there something environmental 

causing this illness? if so, what is it? where does it come from? how does it operate? is there 

treatment? what about prevention? Throughout the province, and the country, people are increasingly 

aware of environmental illness, and committed to greater understanding. 

The challenge for ChEHC is fine tuning the questions that most fully capture the needs of the many 

groups looking for answers. To do this, the research arm of the ChEHC will build a team of inquiring 

minds from across a broad spectrum: academia, community, government and industry, and from 

many disciplines: pediatrics, public health, earth and atmospheric sciences, computing sciences and 

more. This diverse stakeholder team will have to learn to speak each other’s languages, and combine 

their vastly different knowledge bases to create something that will be new, and essential to each of 

them. They will do this in research incubation space in the Edmonton Clinic Health Academy’s 

Discovery Mall. 

“This space is invaluable to this team,” says Alvaro Osornio-Vargas, environmental research 

specialist with the ChEHC.  “Here we will have room to find common ground, to focus our best efforts 

on the research requirements of this important topic.”   

In the coming months, the ChEHC team in the Discovery Mall will build capacity to facilitate 

communication, incubate new ideas about research questions, identify funding opportunities, and 

prepare to apply for financial support for new research. Their ultimate goal is to advance our 

knowledge and understanding of the very complex environmental health challenges we face. “The 

work this team is undertaking is a natural fit for the incubation space,” says Interdisciplinary Health 

Research Academy director, Kathy Kovacs Burns. “We’re very pleased to welcome this program to 

the Discovery Mall, and excited about the long term benefits of this important research activity. 

The results of this team inquiry will inform industry, policy makers, medical research and clinical care 

– and that’s just the beginning. And it is just this kind of interdisciplinary activity that the Discovery 

Mall was designed to support – no question! 

The Discovery Mall is a key academic feature of the Edmonton Clinic Health Academy (ECHA). The Health 

Sciences Council has academic responsibility for ECHA and oversees initiatives of the Interdisciplinary Health 

Research Academy.  

 

 

 

 

 


