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to those Aoquainted with the pr('scnt condition of the western State... But the ~ner"l "".embly ",ill 
state that II perseverance in the pre""n! system manifeAUy appeal'S to Ul~m to be equivalent to .. declara
tion on the part of Congress that it will Dot sell Or dispose ot oine-teoth. of the public land. in this Slate; 
and this gcnero.! assembly MDlIotrcftain from declaring tl,at itviews such refusal as an ;llr,in{;eme"t of 
the c<>mpact hetween the Unit<..i St~le. and \Ioi. Slate; and that til" Slate of i\tiuond neyer could have 
been brought 10 con.cot not· to tax the land. of the United State. whibt unsold; and not to tax '''''land. 
sold until five ~eanl tm!reafter, if it had boon unde ... tood by the e<>ntractiog parties that ... yotem ,,'as to 
be p" .... ued winch would prevent ni,,,,Hcuth. of Ib<>S\l land. from evcr bec<>ming tbe property of pel"8Ons 
in wbose hands they might be taxed. TIle State of Missouri views. "'ith deep concern. a policy pursued 
by the general g-o .. ernmcnt in the disp<>sal of Ihe public landa. In demanding Mw for refus" lands. tho 
b.rgesl part of whleh are not worlh ten cenlo per aCl". tho f"n price of "ne dollar and t~uty·tive cent. 
per a~. ia. to an practical purpose!'. ,·aising the r.d"e. of the public lands; sud thst it has tbe ohvious 
elf""t of preventing th" !Wpulation of the new State¥ cannot he denied. The geuenl government bas 
ab80lutely reserved from 8alo upwuds of 8Cven hundred acres of land. under a supposition that it c<>ntained 
lead ore. H hRS «'"ernd. from sale all the ult "pringo bdonging 10 the government, and the lands 
c<>ntiguoua tbereto ; and it has, tbroup' lhe E"ecuti~e, refused to sell large district. of connlry suppO$cd 
10 conlain iron (oro. ""copt iu alternato sections. tllereby, ;n effect., refusing the necessary quantity of th ... e 
landa "pon which to erect iron works. The price of lauds, when wo take into consideration the qualily 
of Ih08C landa. and tha~ they are the ref""e of many J'('ars' oales. is not only .... ;ud. but is raised 10 a 
price. in most instances. tom limea abo .... their ""I.... The prices are not only .... isedfc.r aM,.., IlInr ~-c.I"s. 
bu t hundreds of thousanda of ac",". eouto.ininl> much-of Ihe-natura! wealth and resonI«' of tbe State. 
are altogcthm· ... ~ from silk Tbe population of tho State ia not only ~"'nIM, but bundreds of our 
eilitena bave lift it to seek bnds in the Mexican State. ; and not one-thud part of OUT citizens, where 
niuele(ln·twentieth$ of tho domain ore unappropriated. ar" r,:"e.sed of lands, aDd tbe ("'ntier of our 
inf:>lll State mnch exp<>sed to the dellredatt<)08 of the T~st .5S hordes of predat<>ry savagea c<>llectcd 
Iher""" by the Urn" gevcrnment that refusea U8 the means of strengthening onr frontier. by ~quirillg 
a IInce for tbe wii<! landa far ab<>ve lhoir .. aluc. thereby forcing numbet~ of Our citizens, with Iheir families 
and effects, to remov" to CQuntri"" ooy<>nd tho limits of the United States, there to BWk lands On lern18 
n,ore reaaonable and ad"an"'g""u" than ntl> offered by our government. '!'his general auemb)yare 
conviuced tha~ tho 11:"" intercsta. of the United Staw.., 311 wcll as the interests of the new StatCll, requi .... 
a ndical chango in the system of disp0i8ing of tile publio land_to ~ell as rapidly as possible the wild 
landa. and apply tho proce<>d. of those "ales to the !<I.tingnishment of the public debt, the interest of 
whieh baa C<>llSumed, and still consume •• 00 large a portion of the revenue_to gi .. e a home to millions of 
citiwn". and attacb th~m to tbe soil and inatitution. of the country_to inere""" the wealth and strength 
of the United States. and consequently Ihe abili!.y to bear the hnrdens of government in times of w'" or 
other public calamity_to augment tile revenue of the United Slate.. by Increasing the cougumptiun of 
foreign goods on whieb.dulies are paid. and the increase of the revenue of the Stales in which the public 
landa lie, are bIessin!;" nnd adva.ntages .. hieb must ariae from II cbange in ~ system of dispOSing of 
the public lands, and whicb are aurely not. to he trented lighUy by a wise nat.ion. Thi , ~neral Ruembly 
b<!lieve that tho great obj~ct~ hereinbefore eDumerated can best be attained, nnd tbe eVIls complained of 
can m03t readily be obviated, by graduating tbe prices of the publie lands. by making dunations of laud 
to actual Bettl~r •• and hy ceding too reruse lands to the St&tes ill which they lie, ill the manner proposed 
by the hill at tile last IICII-'io" of Congresa. for lICttlcmcnt and cultivation, and to ndnnce the great 
Interests of edncation and internal ;nlprovement. This general aucmhly. therefore, do mOJlt urnestly 
rec<>mruend to the jostice, wisdom, and liberali!.y of Congress. the passage of a law to effec~ those great 
objects. 

Appro~d Ikcembe< 23. 1828_ 

No. 727. 

JOHN THORXTON. 
Spea~r qf o,e HolW< 'If .&i>ruemalicu 

DANlEL DUNKL1N. 
Pr~;dent cf 1M &,,/Jk.. 

JOHN MILLER 

[2D Sus,o~. 

"~PPLICATION Or' LOUISJANA FOR A CEssrO~ OF 'rHE PUBLIC ;,ANDS TIlEREIN TO THAT 
STATE. 

c0>/1l0';IC .. n:D '" TUE BElOAT& J"~"AR'" 26. lS2~. 

Ret.ol,~ by o,e Sen«te and HQure if I1~lal;''''' if 1M Sials if LouisiaM;n ~M:ral =tmI!ly con~ .. ned, 
That it i. deemed a mailer of the ulmOJlt ""porinncc to tho iute~sl$ of the StRte tb"t it should h,'c and 
posse", the ~le !\lid "xcl""ive jurisdictiull of tbe unappropriated land. 'rithin its limits. iu order tht 
lOtarnal improvemenla may be p"'Rloted and emigration inerflascd. 
. 1Ies<Jlwl, That while the ~edel1l.l govermn<;nl B~ail ~onti!,ue to claim loverei9nl.y .over alarg;: port.ion 

of the soil "f the Staw, with tis tal"lly operallons III dl~PQ.n,g of the same to mdlvldunls. snd Ihe hIgh 
price. stipulaled in the terms Hf elltry. WO ahU C(lutiul>C to hehold tile younger memoora of thi. republic 
Qlltatripping uS in !Wpulation. improvements. and tlto arts. 

Roo,-eO.. That iu,.",",uch OJ! .. portion of our eitizco~ hold lauda uuder ad .. erae aud unsettled titlC$. 
tbe vital objeel of defence lIgaiust the inundation -of our streams. aud tbe ·object common to man of 
r~ndering better his C(lndition. are botb rotardOO and repro.st><!. 
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1829·1 TO REFUND MONEY FAID FOR LAND. 023 

.Ru<il:~,. That our ~en .. tor8 in C<:ongre .... 00 instructed, and. ,m. rep' .... entati" .... reque$led, to e"ert lheir 
UI'."03t ablhttC8 t., obtaIn from th.e f~..:Ieral government a cau,?n to) this Stale of the public and lInapp"'" 
Imat~d lunds claImed by Ihu Unlled StDtes, lit M early a period and 0" such lerms aa may be beneficial 
to the Slate and adunluS""""" 10 our citizens. 

I1"roh-ed, That the governor of the ~, ale be requested to transmit a copy of th.se rC.<rohaions to cach 
of our senalors nod roprellCntatives in Congre ..... 

4. B. ROMAN, 
Spe«h:r of Ihp. Houte oj'l1.:presenlaticea. 

4. BEAUVAIS, 
Pneidenl 0/ Ihe &male. 

Approved D""emi:>er 22, 1828. 
F. DERBIGNY, 

Go=m>r of the Sial • ." Louisiana. 

20m Co"GRI:S'.] No. 728. 

APPLIC,\TION FOR REMISSION OF PART OF THE PRICE OF I,AND PURCHASED IN 
ALABAMA. 

00'''"'''' ..... £10 T~ THE HOOU: OF ntl'J'.tsEtfA'IVES H"~"l'¥ 21, 1829. 

M •. nu~"t, frum the Cc>mmitlce On Iho Public; L<>nds, to whom was referred the pctitio" of A!lcn Glover 
aud Geo. S. Gaines, rcpcort~d; 

That the petitione"" reprosen~ Ihat at a public ""Ie of lands held at the land offieo at St. Stephen'a, in 
Alabama. in tho yea,· of ou r Lord 1819, they became the pnrch,,""1"1; of public lando, at prices far beyond 
thei,. reul vah,e, for the purpose of scttlemcn~ and cuHivo.tion; that having, in the time of high specnlation, 
made Ihese purchascA, they determined "Mertneles. t9 complete Ihe paymentor:oU the in.blmonta. although 
at Ib", gre~t ea( rifi.;:.: of their property; that sOOn nfuor Iheir purcha.e, Congress reduced the price of the 
public lands, and hase since pa'!!ed se,'crallaw. in favor of tb02e ",ho purcllased uuder tnecr"dit system; 
and th~y pray ro'.<rome relief from the just ice ,,,,d liberality of Congres~. 

TI,e committee Me "'Uro that the petitioners and ",allY "Iherd may h,·c given and paid mucb more 
f ... bnds lhn! were purchased some tcn or twelve years ago than they are ",,=,cth :otlhis time. The market 
price of b ud, •• well as of n'QSt olber kinds <If property, i$ BOle!"ali,,!; "Dd ~oyood tho eontrol of CongreS8. 
Whcn Ibe land. aro l.oeugbt at lo'~ priC'!8, and the value is enhanced, the purchuen .. m derive tbe benelit ; 
nod when the value is deprecialed they m""t., a8 a general rule, susta,n \l,e \0"". It must be lamented 
that those induslrious eiti:rens wbo p"rehase Ihe public buds for the purp"". s of cultivation eh"uld 
austain lOllS and embarrassment; yH h .. ving paid for them, the go~e\"umcnt would find a:m"st i"'lOuperable 
<lifficultic. io underlaking to) refund the money, or to afford other relief. The committee recommend the 
following resolutio"; 

Re.dwi, That the prayer (If the petitionen be not g,."nle<!. 

2m" CO" GRr.Ss.J No. 729. (20 8,,"!01<. 

TO REFUND MONEY PAlD FOR LAND WHICH W,\$ HELD UNDER A SPANISII Gn.!~T. 

Mr. S)I!rn, of South Caroiinn, from the C<:ommWee on P,h·"le Louds, 10 who", '~"8 referred tbe pctition 
or Pierre Leglise, .epurted: 

That the petitioner was the ",vuer or Q tract or land of 6ve arpents front and forty deep, which wa. 
part or a tract of fifty arpeuts front, granted by the Spanis" ~"emment, which was co"firmed by the 
c<>mmiasioMl"8. But th e commissione ... not r«onecting that this land wns part of Q cocilirmlld title, sod 
sc<>ing nO evidence of occupation, did not confirm Ihe claimant in hi. title to the five nrpl1nts; in coDlrequcnce 
of Wllklo, he w"s ohli!?'·d to enler hi. land as a pro-emption in ordcr to .... \"0 hi. laD<l, hou.es, and other 
improvements, for winch hn paid $338 to the government. . 

TIle committee a,.., of opinion tloat the money ought tn be ",fuud~'Cl, and ""purt .. bill. 
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