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Upcoming Training & Events

Celebrate National Distance 
Learning Week with CLEAR 

Join CLEAR online as we celebrate National Distance 
Learning Week (November 8th-12th) with FREE webinars 
available from USDLA, Sloan-C, and Innovative 
Educators.  In honor of the occasion, CLEAR recognizes 
five of the UNT programs that exemplify excellence in 
the field of distance learning.  (See "Training & Events" or 
Page 6 for more details.)  

CLEAR
LEARNING BY DESIGN

Blackboard Training:  Register Now
Ongoing - Getting Started with Blackboard Vista (self-paced) 
12 Nov - Creating Assessments in Blackboard Vista  

CLEAR Brown Bag:  
 17 Nov - At Chilton 245 and ONLINE 

National Distance Learning Week:  For more information
8 Nov - 12 Nov - Various "online" oriented webinars 

Sloan-C Online Workshops: * 
10 Nov - Video and Audio Tools for Teaching and Learning
10 Nov - Intermediate Second Life
01 Dec - Academic Integrity in Online Education
*Many Sloan-C workshops are FREE with UNT's College Pass.  Contact Amber Bryant 
at amberb@unt.edu to register.

Turning Point Clicker Training:  Register Now
15 Nov & 16 Nov - Part One
17 Nov & 18 Nov- Part Two

Videoconference:  
16 Nov - Holocaust Survivor Gerda Weissmann Klein 
29 Nov - Tandberg VC/Telepresence Showcase
 
YouTube:  Register Now
08 Dec - Integrating Video into your Online Course 

Publishing Release (November):  Connect the Dots:  
Developing Student Learning Outcomes & Outcome Based 
Assessments (R. Carriveau)

CLEAR's own Joey Hoffmann and Jon Holland

http://clear.unt.edu/
http://clear.unt.edu/Content/Home/Newsletter/NDLW_2010_corrected.pdf
http://clear.unt.edu/go/register
http://clear.unt.edu/go/register
http://clear.unt.edu/go/register
http://clear.unt.edu/Content/Home/Newsletter/NDLW_2010.pdf
http://sloanconsortium.org/2010_workshop_schedule
http://clear.unt.edu/Content/Home/BrownBagImages/Gerda_Weissmann_Klein_conversation.png
http://clear.unt.edu/Content/Home/Newsletter/NL_word_documents/Tandberg_Showcase.pdf
http://clear.unt.edu/Content/Home/Newsletter/connect_the_dots.pdf


page 2November 2010 • Volume 1, Issue 3 http://clear.unt.edu/go/newsletter

You’ve already got the section 
-- make your life EASIER with 

Blackboard Vista
Do you need more time to get things done?

Blackboard is ready to help!  Starting this fall, all courses have 
a space on Blackboard.  All you have to do is “activate” your 
course section in Blackboard and open up a world of endless 
time savings.  

Instead of using up precious class time taking up assignments 
and passing them back out, set them up in Blackboard.  Need to 
get a message out to the entire class, send an email to all your 
students at once.  Did the students understand that new concept 
in class today?   Find out by creating a quick quiz in Blackboard 
for them to complete before the next class.  The possibilities are 
endless when you incorporate Blackboard into your course.  

Simplify your life and your process!  Contact your Instructional 
Consultant today to receive pointers on using your Blackboard 
Vista section.  http://clear.unt.edu/go/ic      

  

 
UNTeCampus... A Familiar Face 

Touts Online Courses
As you drive along I-35N, just past the Lake Lewisville bridge, you’ll 

see a familiar face reminding everyone about UNT’s online courses.  The 
“green learning girl” of UNTeCampus is taking her turn on UNT’s new electronic 

billboard located in Lake Dallas, exit 458. 

Partnering with a handful of other UNT departments & colleges, CLEAR is 
getting the word out about UNT’s online degrees, courses, and opportunities.

 

Look for “our girl” the next time you cross the bridge... we think she’s pretty special. (see below) 

http://clear.unt.edu/go/bbvista
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Where in the World is UNTVN?

The University of North Texas Videoconference Network has logged a lot 
of miles this past year -- and all from the comfort and convenience of UNT.  
UNTVN has many stories to tell -- and videoconferencing has become a way of 
getting the story to people across the world... and across town.  In our quest to 
assist faculty with the development and delivery of distributed learning we’ve 
gladly embraced a wide range of projects -- from making it possible for a 
graduate student to defend his dissertation while his advisor was in Australia 
to ensuring that cultural exchange between indigenous peoples took place 
regardless of time zones.

November 16th -- UNTVN will present “A Conversation 
with Holocaust Survivor Gerda Weissmann Klein” in 
Chilton Hall 245 (from 12:00pm - 1:00pm).  This yearly event 
has been a source of inspiration for all those who marvel at her courage, 
grace, and dignity as she offers her unique perspective.  Gerda 
Weissmann Klein, renowned motivational speaker and Holocaust 
survivor teaches each one of us about tolerance, understanding and 
making a difference.  We encourage you to attend this very special event.  
http://www.magpi.net/Community/Programs/Stand-Speak-Out-Lend-Hand

November 29th -- Tandberg's Videoconferencing 
and Telepresence Showcase Tailgating Party.  Talk with 
videoconferencing experts and tour Tandberg's technology tailgate 
truck as it gears up for the party in the park area of Chestnut Street 
(across from Chilton Hall). A cookout lunch will be provided to 
participants.  Videoconference held in Chilton 245.  

Session 1:  10:30am - 12:00pm  
  Session 2:  12:30pm -  2:00pm 

 Introduction & Overview - Steve Smith, Tandberg (now part of Cisco) 
 Distance Learning Strategies:  Content & Curriculum Resources   
 Technology Demonstration:  Tools you can use in & out of the classroom 
 Funding Strategies:  Find courses to fund your technology programs

Interested in attending and enjoying lunch courtesy of 
Tandberg?  Contact Brenda Ritz for more information at ritz@unt.edu.

These are just a few of the ways videoconferencing has brought 
people together to learn, to grow, and to connect.  We can help you with 
your connections in town, around the state, throughout the nation, and all 
over the world. 

When contacting UNTVN about connecting to remote locations, 
remember there are a few hurdles which must be addressed:  1) time zone 
adjustments, 2) firewall issues and 3) testing in real-life scenarios.  We’ll 
address these in more depth next time.

For information on scheduling a videoconference connection, please contact 
Brenda Ritz at ritz@unt.edu or visit http://clear.unt.edu/go/untvn.

photo: Gerda Weissmann  Klein

Videoconference Room - Chilton Hall 245

photo courtesy of Tandberg

http://clear.unt.edu/Content/Home/BrownBagImages/Gerda_Weissmann_Klein_conversation.png
http://clear.unt.edu/Content/Home/Newsletter/NL_word_documents/Tandberg_Showcase.pdf
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Course Redesign -- LEG and TII

Utilizing Emerging Technologies 
in Adapted Physical Activity 

(APA) courses 
 

The Children's Physical Activity Program is part of the undergraduate 
course, KINE 3020 Movement for Special Populations, which is a core 
class for Kinesiology students.  

If you want to know how CLEAR can help you make a good 
course better, just ask Dr. Simon Driver and Kelley Irwin, B.S.   

In FY 2009/2010 Dr. Driver received a Learning Enhancement 
Grant (LEG) to promote excellence in student-centered 
education by the use of emerging technologies.  The project 
proposed developing online lessons for each topic of the course 
(KINE 3020), introducing new technology to improve and enrich 
student learning, and enabling greater consistency in learning 
and assessment.  Dr. Driver hoped to accomplish these goals 
by developing materials with CLEAR, utilizing wikis for group 
assignments and podcasts to supplement online lessons, and 

create a standardized presentation of materials and assessment.

Because of the blended format of the revised course, the 
developmental podcasts enabled the student to listen to the lectures 

away from class so that the instructors could devote class time on 
the important student/child interactions and the questions that arose 

from those experiences.  The grading rubrics and “common comments” 
allowed for more standardization of assessment and gave the students 

the ability to see their progression with each assignment -- available 
online.  Students were able to make use of their class time doing what 

couldn’t be done online -- interacting with the children and learning how to 
adapt and manage their individual physical activity programs. 

Not only were the course changes successful -- they resulted in Dr. Driver 
and his graduate assistant, Kelley Irwin, presenting at the National Consortium 

of Physical Education and Recreation for People with Disabilities.  Their 
presentation, "Utilizing Emerging Technologies in Adapted Physical Education 

Courses" showcased the technologies incorporated into the course.   

Dr. Simon and Kelley Irwin also discussed these course changes during 
CLEAR’s September Brown Bag training session. They were able to show, in depth, 
how these technologies were employed in adapted physical activity (APA) courses. 
They demonstrated the course online learning modules published via Blackboard 
(including streaming video and interactive discussion boards), electronically 
submitted and graded assignments, instructional podcasts broadcast through iTunes 
U, web-published videos of student groups teaching for self- and peer- analysis of 
instructional skills, and collaborative wikis for use in group projects.

For information about the LEG process, visit http://clear.unt.edu/go/leg.

Benchmarks Online:   
Campus Computing News -- Save Time, 

Money, and Avoid Parking Frustrations Using 
Videoconference Technology

Children’s Physical Activity Program - PEB (UNT)

Dr. Simon Driver and Kelley Irwin, B.S.

Children’s Physical Activity Program - PEB (UNT)
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Online Professional Development 
Modules Now Available

The Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board has supported the creation of four 
online professional development modules for educators across Texas that are now 
available 24/7 for full-time and adjunct faculty members to access on demand.  These 
online professional development modules are now available free of charge at: http://
www.TXprofdev.org/.

The modules consist of instruction examples, teaching tips, recommended 
readings, current pedagogical scholarship, active learning teaching strategies, and 
classroom activities and are designed to improve higher education instruction, 
particularly for new faculty and/or faculty teaching introductory level courses.

The four online modules at http://www.TXprofdev.org/ now include:

Critical Thinking -- Students in all classes at all levels can benefit from improved critical 
thinking.  Teachers prepared with tested pedagogical techniques based upon the latest research 
will be able to help students learn how to think critically, identify skills and problem areas, transfer 
skills across contexts, and reflect upon their thinking habits.  This set of modules was created by 
The University of Texas at Austin.

Foreign Language Teaching Methods -- Foreign Language Teaching Methods focuses on 
12 different aspects of language teaching, each taught by a different expert instructor.  The site 
contains video footage from an actual methods course held in Spring 2009 at The University 
of Texas at Austin.  This flexible resource is designed to be used by foreign language teachers 
including English Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) as a component of a classroom 
methods course, a stand-alone course for independent learners, or as a means of obtaining 
professional development credits.  This set of modules was created by The University of Texas 
at Austin.

Reading Comprehension -- Students often need guidance to improve their reading 
comprehension, but many faculty have not had specific training in how to help students 
become more effective readers.  These modules provide insights into reading difficulties and 
effective strategies to improve reading comprehension skills in college courses across the 
disciplines.  This set of modules was created by The University of Texas at El Paso.

Faculty Development Modules for Online Teaching -- The demonstration site is 
currently available for use; the final site will be completed 2011.  This set of modules will assist 
in preparing faculty to teach online and hybrid/blended courses.  They include information 
on key issues in online education such as accessibility, creating an inviting online classroom, 
facilitating participation in an online environment, and various legal issues that pertan to online 
and hybrid education.  This set of modules was created by Lone Star College.

To request further information, please contact Dr. Allen Michie at Allen.Michie@
THECB.state.tx.us.

Announcing 2010-2011 
QEP V Faculty Fellows

QEP Faculty Fellows are UNT professors accepted into the Quality 
Enhancement Plan Program to redesign their large lecture classes.  These 

transformed classes are intended to engage the learner and improve learning 
outcomes by delivering course materials in a combined face-to-face/online/group 

experiential learning format.

 Sushama Dandekar - Organic Chemistry II 
Victor Prybutok, Shailesh Kulkarni - Business Statistical Analysis 

George Morrison - Early Childhood Education 
Shari Childers, Tracey Gau - College Writing I 

James Mueller - Mass Communication & Society 
Laila Kteily-O’Sullivan - Music Theory I 

Brenda McCoy - Fundamentals of Inquiry & Discovery  
Claudia Beeny, Julie Kirkland - Freshmen Seminar

http://ngen.unt.edu

Videoconference Room - Chilton Hall 131 

2010/2011 QEP Retreat

mailto:Allen.Michie@THECB.state.tx.us
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View the Official 

UNT "Thriller" 
Flash Mob video 

 
October 14, 2010  

 Produced by CLEAR 
for SMHM

Faculty users of Blackboard Vista receive technical support from the 
CLEAR Blackboard Faculty Helpdesk. 

Report a problem with Blackboard Vista 
View active and resolved outages calendar  
Check status of open cases you've placed 

 
vistafac@unt.edu           (940) 369-7394

National Distance Learning 
Week (Nov 8th-12th) 

Please join CLEAR in celebrating National Distance Learning Week with 
free webinars available from the USDLA, Sloan-C, and Innovative Educators.   

In honor of the week, CLEAR highlights some of  UNT's distance 
learning programs which have made an impact: 

The Department of Anthropology provides quality education and builds community among 
anthropology professionals through its Applied Anthropology Online Master's Program.

The Coalition for Leadership in Aging Services (CLAS) offers the Certified Aging 
Services Professional (CASP) National Certification Program through three flexible distance 

learning options designed to meet individual's preferred learning styles.

The Department of Education Psychology's Project DART (funded by the U.S. Department 
of Education) is designed to professionally prepare educators in rural Texas who have not previously 

had access to formal coursework in autism.  Using distance learning for instructional delivery and 
communiations, Project DART extends UNT's current face-to-face (F2F) Master's degree in special 

education with a specialization in autism intervention.

The Department of Library and Information Sciences (a leader at UNT in distance learning) offers a 
Master of Science in Library and Information Science through cohort-based Web Institutes.  The department 

created the Web Institute as a foundation for distance learning students beginning their Master's degree study.  
Students meet at a host site for four-day or nine-day Institutes and complete the remainder of the course online.  

This cohort-based approach provides an opportunity for students and faculty to build a vibrant learning community.

The Department of Learning Technologies shows it's leadership in distance learning by providing the 
Bachelor of Applied Arts and Sciences (BAAS) degree program, with a major in Applied Technology and Performance 
Improvement.  Designed for community college students who have completed an AAS degree, or who have earned 

technical credits in a specialization, the ATPI BAAS enables students to complete their Bachelor's degree at UNT by 
taking 42 credit hours of junior/senior level professional development courses online.  Click here for more information.

Turnitin2
Turnitin is a complete Web-based solution for managing writing intensive assignments.  

Turnitin is an integrated solution, so instructors and students are able to view the 
student's paper in its original format with OriginalityCheck, PeerMark and GradeMark 
results shown simultaneously, or in any combination.

Originality Checking encourages proper citation and acts as a deterrent to plagiarism by checking student writing 
assignment against a database of over 13 billion pages of web content, more than 80 thousand subscription-based 
journals and periodicals, thousands of books, and 135 million student papers.

Peer Mark lets you organize students to review each other's work and deliver clear, timely comments.

GradeMark offers a rich set of tools for clear mark-ups, custom feedback and standardized rubrics.  GradeMark 
simplifies commenting on papers, evaluating performance and calculating grades -- all completely online.

For information on using Turnitin2, visit http://clear.unt.edu/go/turnitin.  UNT faculty members using 
Turnitin through Vista should contact vistafac@unt.edu for assistance with this tool.    

National Distance Learning Week was 
initiated to generate greater  awareness
and appreciation for distance learning,  
including K-12, Higher Education,  
Corporate and Military, while  
recognizing leaders and best  
practices in the field.

http://clear.unt.edu/Content/Home/Newsletter/NDLW_2010_corrected.pdf
http://web3.unt.edu/helpdesk/service/service.php?ecampus
http://arsweb7.ars.unt.edu:9080/KinCal/calendar?CalendarName=combined
http://web3.unt.edu/helpdesk/service/service.php?review
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3lRsjjylgTY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3lRsjjylgTY
http://www.usdla.org/ndlw/
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LEG Updates

CLEAR is requesting proposals from 
faculty members who would like to participate 
in the 2010/2011 Learning Enhancement Grant 
Program.  The goal of the Learning Enhancement 
Grant Program is to encourage faculty to explore new 
ways of using technology in an effort to improve and 
enrich the student learning experience.  A priority this 
year is the design or re-designs of a course or program 
in support of the university’s Strategic Goal 1:  To promote 
excellence in student-centered education.  Projects that 
involve the exploration of new or emerging technologies are 
encouraged.  Preference will be given to projects that also 
support the university’s strategic plan for research.

Eligibility, funding levels, and instructions for submitting a 
proposal are provided in detail in the RFP which is available on 
CLEAR’s website at  http://clear.unt.edu/go/leg.

Questions regarding the grant program may be directed to Jane 
Himmel at 940.369.8137 or jane.himmel@unt.edu.

Notification of awards 
will be made on  

November 12, 2010.
 

 
Application deadline was November 5, 2010.

Online Classroom, Teaching Professor, and Distance Education Report 
subscriptions are FREE to interested faculty.  These e-newsletters 
provide practical advice & examples to assist instructors & course 

developers in creating and teaching outstanding online courses.             
 

Click on links above or go to:                                                              
http://www.magnapubs.com/group 

 
Steps to follow when off-campus  

CLEAR is located in two campus buildings:
Chilton Hall, Ste 112 • (940) 565-2708   PEB, Ste 205 • (940) 565-4946 

Blackboard Vista Faculty Support Desk, Chilton Hall, Ste 112C
(940) 369-7394  •  vistafac@unt.edu
Mon-Thu  8am-8pm   Fri  8am-5pm   Sat  11am-3pm   Sun  CLOSED

Follow this link to your 
copy of Teaching Online 

for the First Time: 
A Getting Started Guide

photo: Flickr user Julio Riccó

 
Did you know that there is a Student 

Help Desk available to assist your  
students with technical issues  
related to using Blackboard? 

 
CITC Student Help Desk 

Email: vista@unt.edu 
Phone: 940-565-2324 

Location: ISB Room 119 

http://www.magnapubs.com/group/
http://www.magnapubs.com/group/
http://www.magnapubs.com/group/
http://clear.unt.edu/Content/Home/Newsletter/magna_access_offcampus.pdf
http://clear.unt.edu/Content/Home/Newsletter/NL_images/UNT_Strategic_Plan_for_Research_2011_2020.pdf
http://clear.unt.edu/Content/Services/Evaluation/teachonlinfirst_2010_Fall.pdf

