
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 1, 2011 

 

President Michael Adams 

The University of Georgia 

220 South Jackson Street 

Athens, GA 30602 

 

President Ann Millner 

Weber State University 

1001 University Circle 

Ogden, UT 84408 

 

Dear Presidents Adams and Millner,  

 

NACWAA is deeply concerned about the recommendations of the Resource Allocation 

Working Group that decrease the regular season competitive opportunities for all sports 

and the competitive opportunities during the non-championship season for selected 

sports.  These recommendations do not reflect the wishes of NCAA student-athletes as 

stated by the NCAA DI SAAC in their letter to President Mark Emmert on October 25, 2011, 

and appear to create significant gender equity issues when 70% of the affected population 

is women.   

  

Of the 76,252 female athletes who participate in Division I athletics, 23,133 (30.34%) would 

lose both regular season and non-championship competitions as a result of the proposed 

reductions.  The three sports that would lose the highest percentage of competitions—

women’s lacrosse, soccer and field hockey—make up more than half (12,477) of the female 

student-athlete population.  In addition, we are concerned that 6,615 (7.28%) of the male 

athletes who participate in Division I would be affected by the cuts.   Appropriate 

restrictions have already been placed on the non-championship competitions in these 

sports to account for academics and reduce the cost of the competitions by mandating 

that student-athletes may not miss class and teams must travel by ground transportation, 

respectively. In addition, the sport of softball self-regulated its own competition schedule in 

the last five years by eliminating the tournament exemption which previously allowed 
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multiple contests on a single day to count as only one, resulting in a loss of up to 16 games 

for some schools during the regular season.      

 

The elimination of competition during the non-championship season deprives both male 

and female student-athletes of an important component of student-athlete development 

and well-being, profoundly discriminating against these sports and unfortunately impacting 

more female student-athletes than male student-athletes.   These recommendations have 

been discussed in detail by various groups including the Championship/Sports 

Management Cabinet, which estimated that the total cost of the non-championship 

season for an institution sponsoring all sports is under $40,000.   As a result, each time these 

proposed cuts have been rejected. 

  

We support managing athletics budgets appropriately and believe that there are many 

other options to achieve this goal that do not impact student well-being.   For example, 

schools could eliminate paying for teams to stay in hotels the night before a home 

competition.  We urge you to consider other options that do not directly impact student-

athlete welfare and survey NCAA Division I members for additional suggestions. 

  

With so many questions and concerns about this proposed legislation, the NACWAA Board 

of Directors respectfully asks that you not move forward with this legislation at this time. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Sincerely,  

      

 

Patti Phillips     Julie Hermann  

Chief Executive Officer, NACWAA  President, NACWAA 

      Executive Senior Associate Athletics Director, 

      The University of Louisville 

 

cc:  President Mark Emmert, President Judy Genshaft, Kathleen McNeely 

 


