THE SAN DIEGO

M@
UNION-TRIBUNE

Camp teaches skills for success in college

July 14, 2011
Tawny Maya McCray

AN EDITION OF THE SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE THURSDAY » JULY 14, 2011

CITY GETS FINAL
OK FOR AQUATIC
PARK AT MARINA

New facility will allow children, adults
ta learn kayaking, sailing, water safety

TEENS EMBRACE
RACQUET SPORT

msmmonene A=A CAMPErS

lives of UCSD's Preuss students
Students learn lessons about college success | PG.3
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CAMP TEACHES SKILLS FOR SUCCESS IN COLLEGE

30 students learn
valuable lessons in
program at SDSU

TAWNTY MAYA MCCRAY
LT

Students from South Bay
and San Diego middle schwols
cheerad, chanted and did the
wave as they graduated from
n weeklng program st Han
Diega State this past weelk-
ent.

Thirty studants from three
schiools - Boathwest Middle
In Chula Vista, Integrity
Charterin Matienal City and
Montgormery In San Diegn -
took part in Camplls, & =ix-
day carap where they lived in
the dorms snd learned tooels
b haalp them sueceed by high
schiool, college and in their
carsen

“It's s0 appalfing thet there
are &0 many ldds that don't

" said Tyree Dill-
Ingham, executive director
of Zan DMege After-School
All-Btars, which ran the pro-
gram, alongside SCELUE OF
fice af Intercubtural Felations
and Cross Cuttural Canter,

Aeeording to the Califor-
nia Department of Bduca-
Hot wekssite, the most recent
ovailabde countywide high
school graduation rate was
T4 percent, the lewest itfs
been in more than a decade.

The stwdents at SDESL hed
afull sctvedule throoghmt the
week, From 6 a.m, to 1 pm.,
thiey sat In classes oncarears,
college: preparotion amd re-
sume building. In between,
they toak a campus tour, had
a scavenger hunt and took
part in daily sports activities
with a Charger player amd
some former SDELT foothall
plavers. The kids giggled
their way through one relay
race, which had them staff-
ing marshonalkeas in their
ntouths, leapfrogging  over
epch other and giving the
foothall players wheelbar-
row rides.

For thelr final profect, the
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Han Diegn [']:larger Cam Thomas coaches ﬂnu:mla amil Lumsuclu Micheo ired shoris) as L}Jey play l],agrnmhall at SIS du.ring Alter-
Sehool All-Stars weeklong camp. The camp teaches skills for suecess to middle sehool and high school teens. DaNEL DREFUSS PHOTD

students were dnrvied up into
fiour groups and each growp
irlemtifiac] & community prob-
lem = they phebed bulling,
pedlution, grofhti and racism
= and care up with sobations
o how to deal with it
Svweatwater Middle Schood
stiwdent Erica Basa, 18, dis-
cusaed bullying with her

graup.

“It's ome of the main prob-
lems in our schoods and its
L Buarting & lot of o stu-
dents, emotionalby and physi-
cally® Erlea sakd.

Solutions inchuded telling
the bully to stop, gnoriong
the bully, and reperting the
Incident te-an adult.

A favorite activity during
the camp was called “Fish
Bowl®, where five students
=t bn o cleele o the middle

of the rest and discussed per-
somal ohetacles in thedr lves
Studantz  discussed

thing from nsecurities and
social probleams to thogrhts
of sulcids.

"It was prefty intemss, 1
think weall crled” sabd [=abel
Gomaz, program managar of
Zan Diego After School All-
Siars.

The students received two
certificates wpon completion
of the program, one from
the San Diego After School
All-Btars and the other - a
Culbaral £ Certifi-
cate = from the Intercultural
Bedationzand Cross Culturad
Center, Tanls Starck, diree-
tor af the (Hice of Intercul-

thee ks unclerstand haow cul-

tural differances enrich rath-
er than separate people
“My fvorite part was that
all the cultures can be unit-
ed,” said 12-year-old Devid
Chavarin, from Southorest
Iicldie Scheol. *We weant. to
the Fillplne center and we
donced with them and they
were so ool [ never ke
Dhllingham said the pro-
grant excecded all of har ex-

“We all live for the day
when we run into one of the
lids and they sy, “You are
therasson 1 sm whers [ em,™
Drillmegriuans sl

Souttraest Middle School
student Jaffrey Jasse, 13,
bagan the week thinking he
wanted to be a doctor “just
in eose something happens
to oy Eamlfy ]Et].-ﬂ-seeruiar
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the week, he hed upgraded
to wanting to be president of
the United States,

“It just came to oy mind
he saicl. *1 would do lots of
gond stuffif] were president,
like: hezlp more scheaols with
after-gelwnl programs amnd
materials,”

Dilllivegrhairn sabd she lopes
to see that dream coms true
for Jeffrey sonne day.

“I'll b2 his campaiam man-
agar” ahe gadd,

Morma Gomez, 8 single
pother of four whose daugh-
ter Erika Beailla from Integ-
rity attended the camp, sald
she was impressed with the

[roygraL.

“It's ane of the bast things
that’s happened to (Erika)
thi= veor” she snid, addimgg
that her danghter wanta to

work in forensics and will be
aitending Health Sclences
High and Middle Collegs in
Zan Diego next vear “Its
ampewering These kids are
gologg to want to make a Jdif-
ferance.”

Heading leame was bit-
tersweet for some sfter their
Jarnpacked weel, with some
kids s=yinge they'll miss the
fond, the camp coanseloes
and staying up until as lats
s 4 I the morning with
their mew friends, [Istening
to musle and talking, Many
said they'd love to come hack
again et year

But M-year-old Yara Pine-
da from Seuthwest Middle
sail she was happy to be
golog home for one slmple
ranson; ' going to jump to
ey bed.”
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