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membership enrollment periods 

scheduled throughout the year.  

Participating Alliances will 

pay an annual fee of $1,000, which 

covers the membership dues of 

the Alliance coordinators and 

administrative costs associated 

with the program. This fee also 

allows NCGE to offer a reduced 

membership rate of $50 to an  

unlimited number of Alliance-

affiliated members. 

Individuals who join or renew 

their NCGE memberships through 

this new program will receive all 

the benefits of membership, plus 

additional discounts on National 

Geographic publications and maps 

and an additional conference  

registration discount, all for the 

discounted annual membership 

(Continued on page 4.) 

The National Council for Geographic 

Education is excited to announce a 

new partnership with the National 

Geographic’s Network of Alliances 

for Geographic Education. Coming 

soon, a new Alliance-affiliated 

membership category will be 

available for new and returning 

NCGE members who are affiliated 

with a participating Alliance.  

A small group of Alliances will 

participate in a pilot program this 

fall. Individuals affiliated with these 

Alliances can become Alliance-

affiliated NCGE members during 

the month of September. 

The pilot program allows 

NCGE’s Central Office staff to test 

the partnership logistics. Follow-

ing the pilot program, all other 

Alliances will be invited to become 

partners. There will be additional 

NCGE Launches New Partnership 
Program with Geographic Alliances 
Program Aims to Increase Membership and Collaboration 
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For nearly two decades, the 18 

national standards and 6 essential 

elements established in Geography 

for Life: National Geography Stand-

ards 1994 have guided geography 

educators and curriculum devel-

opers as they conveyed geographic 

knowledge and skills. 

After a careful evaluation  

and revision process, the second 

edition of Geography for Life is 

about to be released. 

Susan Gallagher Heffron, a 

member of the revision commi3ee, 

authored a helpful overview of the 

content and organizational changes 

that you can expect to see. It was 

published in the June issue of  

The Geography Teacher (“GFL2!  

The Updated Geography for Life: 

National Geography Standards, 

Second Edition”, pages 43–48). 

The new Geography for Life is 

available in the online store at 

www.ncge.org. The price is $22.50, 

and the shipping date is expected 

to be around September 1. 

Updated “Geography 

for Life” Standards 

Available for Pre-Order 
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The Na�onal Council for Geographic Educa�on (NCGE) is a nonprofit  

organiza�on chartered in 1915 to enhance the status and quality  

of geography teaching and learning. Its ac�vi�es include conduc�ng  

and gathering research on geographic teaching and learning (including 

publica�on of Journal of Geography, a peer-reviewed journal published 

six �mes a year, and The Geography Teacher, published twice a year), 

curriculum and instruc�on ac�vi�es at the university and K–12 levels, 

annual conferences, and a wide variety of electronic and print resources. 

Perspec�ve, the member newsle.er, is published six �mes per year. 

 
President: Eric Fournier, Samford University 

Past President: Joseph Kerski, Esri 

 

Director of Opera�ons: Zach Dulli 

Director of Educa�onal Affairs: Jacqueline L. Waite 

Director of Outreach and Strategic Ini�a�ves: Osa Brand 

Road Map Research Director: Audrey Mohan 

Membership Coordinator: Ashley Thomas 

Webinar Coordinator: Barbaree Ash Duke 

Staff Accountant: Hannah Duke 

Recording Secretary: Ellen Foster, University of Mississippi 

 

CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION COMMITTEE 

VICE PRESIDENT: Paul Gray, Russellville High School 

MEMBERS: Cindy Bloom, Michigan Geographic Alliance; Susan Hollier, 

The Woodlands High School; Andy Milson, University of North Texas; 

Rebecca Theobald, University of Colorado 

 

EXTERNAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE 

VICE PRESIDENT: Michael DeMers, New Mexico State University 

MEMBERS: Bob Coulter, Missouri Botanical Garden; Marilyn Weiser,  

North Dakota Geographic Alliance; Susan Wise, South Carolina  

Geographic Alliance 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

VICE PRESIDENT: Howard G. Johnson, Piedmont, Alabama 

MEMBERS: Catherine Cooper, Texas State University-San Marcos;  

Gary Elbow, Texas Tech University; Kelly Swanson, Johnson Senior  

High School 

 

PUBLICATIONS AND PRODUCTS COMMITTEE 

VICE PRESIDENT: Rich Schultz, Elmhurst College 

MEMBERS: Phil Klein, University of Northern Colorado; Kathy Kozenski, 

Geography Educators’ Network of Indiana; Sandra Metoyer, Texas A&M 

University; 

 

RESEARCH COMMITTEE 

VICE PRESIDENT: Susan Hume, Southern Illinois University 

MEMBERS: Gillian Acheson, Southern Illinois University Edwardsville; 

Audrey Mohan, NCGE; Shannon White, University  

of Missouri-Columbia 

 

PUBLICATIONS EDITORS 

Journal of Geography: Jerry T. Mitchell, University of South Carolina 

The Geography Teacher: Jody Smothers-Marcello, Sitka High School 

Perspec�ve: Timothy J. Hill, Mar�nsville, Missouri 

 
© 2012 Na�onal Council for Geographic Educa�on. All rights reserved. 
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PERSPECTIVE, the newsle3er for members and 

friends of the National Council for Geographic  

Education, is published in February, April, June, 

August, October, and December. It contains news 

about NCGE and its members, geographic educa-

tion, upcoming events, new educational resources, 

and professional development opportunities. 

Please send news, announcements, story ideas, 

geography events, educational opportunities, and 

advertising inquiries to ncge.perspective@gmail.com. 

 

Editor: Timothy J. Hill 

 

Don’t miss any of NCGE’s 

2012-2013 webinars. Get 

your season pass today.  

 
FREE for NCGE members. 

$195 for non-members. 

www.ncge.org/webinar 
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�  President’s Page 

The Samford University president does not  

distinguish between campus safety officers, librarians, 

cafeteria workers, administration personnel, or even 

geography professors. He stresses that each of us, 

through our interactions with prospective and enrolled 

students, can help the university reach its goals. 

NCGE is in a similar situation. We are a member-

driven organization, and even though we have a small 

and dedicated staff, we depend on each member to 

be active in bringing new members to NCGE and 

working to retain our current members. 

The best way to a3ract new members is through 

personal contacts. Who might prospective members 

be? How about the new geography instructor down 

the hall? Maybe a history teacher who has been  

assigned to teach a geography class? Is the social 

studies curriculum coordinator in your school district 

a member? What about other key personnel in the 

district central office? 

You can also share copies of the Journal of Geography 

and The Geography Teacher, invite colleagues to a3end 

one of our webinars, or even share highlights of the 

National Conference on Geographic Education at an 

in-service workshop. 

Most importantly, you can stress the personal and 

professional benefits you get from being an NCGE 

member. Each of these things can help a3ract new 

members to our organization. 

NCGE recently hired Ashley Thomas as our  

membership coordinator. (You can read more about 

Ashley on page 8.) This is a new position, and  

Ashley will work with the rest of the Central Office 

staff to a3ract new members and retain our current 

members. She will work on renewal notices, member 

communications, and general outreach to current 

and prospective members.  

In addition, Ashley is working on several new 

initiatives designed to boost member engagement. 

One of these initiatives is a new Member Spotlight 

feature on the web site. This feature will allow you  

to get to know some of your fellow members. The 

spotlight feature launched this summer and will 

highlight a different NCGE member each month.  

The online feature will include a photo and key  

information about the member. 

Ashley is also developing a centralized blog for 

the web site. Having a blog makes it easier for site 

visitors to share NCGE content, and it should increase 

member engagement on our site. A blog that gives 

members the latest NCGE/geo education news means 

theyʹre not just visiting the site once a year to renew 

their membership and sign up for the conference. It 

increases the likelihood that they will visit the site 

regularly and might even engage with other members 

in the comments section of the blog posts. 

Finally, Ashley is working on developing a  

member insurance benefits program. Taken together 

these will go a long way toward boosting our  

membership recruitment and retention. But we  

cannot depend exclusively on staff and commi3ee 

led initiatives for our future growth. 

Remember—We are all in the recruitment and 

retention business! 

Thoughts on NCGE’s 
Member Recruitment and Retention 

Dr. Eric J. Fournier 

E-mail: efournier@ncge.org 

2012 NCGE President 

Professor and Chair of Geography 

Samford University, Birmingham, Ala. 

“We are all in the recruitment and retention 

business.” The president of my university is 

fond of reminding faculty, staff, and support 

workers that every member of the college 

community is responsible in part for fulfilling 

the mission to a3ract and retain students. 
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Association of American Geographers 
Resolution Supporting 

K–12 Geography Education 
 

WHEREAS, Congress is scheduled to reauthorize the Elemen-

tary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), commonly known as 

“No Child Left Behind,” for the first time in almost a decade; 

WHEREAS, geography is one of ten “core academic subjects” 

identified in the ESEA for which specific funding allocations and 

implementing programs are proposed to further its teaching at 

the K‐12 level; 

WHEREAS, geography education is central to preparing  

students to be informed citizens of the United States and  

economically competitive in a rapidly globalizing world; 

WHEREAS, geotechnologies, such as Geographic Information 

Systems (GIS), GPS, photogrammetry, surveying, mapping, and 

remote sensing, have been identified by the U.S. Department of 

Labor as one of the three most important emerging and evolving 

fields, with job opportunities growing and diversifying rapidly, 

creating substantial workforce growth as these technologies 

prove their value in ever more areas; 

WHEREAS, employers in all sectors, including private companies, 

government agencies, and non‐governmental organizations 

(NGOs) have indicated that there is a pressing need for more  

students graduating today with the geographic science and  

geospatial skills needed to support a rapidly growing field; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE  

ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN GEOGRAPHERS: 

Urges the Obama Administration to include geography and  

geospatial education in its Science, Technology, Engineering, 

and Mathematics (STEM) and ESEA Blueprint for Reform  

proposals; 

Urges Congress to include authorizations and appropriations for 

geography education consistent with other core academic sub-

jects for K‐12, as part of a reauthorized ESEA; and 

Urges Congress to enhance geography teacher training by  

passing legislation such as the Teaching Geography is  

Fundamental Act. 

You can visit www.aag.org/cs/AAGEducationResolution to see the list  
of political leaders, corporations, and organizations (including NCGE)  

that have endorsed the geography education resolution. 

rate for as long as the partnership 

remains in effect. 

For more than 25 years NCGE 

and the Alliances have cooperated 

on a shared mission to improve 

geographic education. Alliances 

are closely in tune with education 

policy, curricula, and teacher  

requirements in their states. 

NCGE’s national conference, 

publications, and other professional 

development activities provide 

opportunities for collaboration 

involving geography educators 

across the country. 

In addition to the concurrent 

membership arrangement for  

individuals, the new partnership 

will allow NCGE and the Alliance 

Network to combine their unique 

strengths to develop a more focused 

approach to support geographic 

education. 

The partnership will offer an 

opportunity for collaboration on 

major advancements in curricula 

and classroom resources, profes-

sional development, professional 

recognition, research, and outreach. 

NCGE’s Zach Dulli, Director of 

Operations, and Jacqueline Waite, 

Director of Educational Affairs, 

worked closely with Brenda Barr, 

Director of National Geographic’s 

Alliance Programs, Bob Dulli, 

Deputy Director of the National 

Geographic Education Foundation, 

and Daniel Edelson, Vice President 

of the National Geographic Educa-

tion Foundation on this initiative. 

—Zach Dulli, Jacqueline Waite,  

and Tim Hill 

Alliance 
Partnership 
Program 

(Continued from page 1.) 
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� WEDNESDAY, OCT. 3 

8:00 a – 8:30 p Field Trips1 

� THURSDAY, OCT. 4 

8:00 a – 8:30 p Field Trips1 

8:00 a – 12:00 p NCGE Administrative Committee Meeting3 

1:00 p – 5:00 p NCGE Executive Planning Board3 

6:00 p – 7:00 p Opening Session 

7:00 p – 9:00 p Exhibit Hall and Opening Reception 

� FRIDAY, OCT. 5 

7:00 a – 8:00 a First-Timers Coffee3 

8:00 a – 4:45 p Sessions 

12:00 p – 1:00 p Women in Geographic Education Luncheon1 

� SATURDAY, OCT. 6 

7:00 a – 8:00 a THE GEOGRAPHY TEACHER Editorial Board3 

8:00 a – 4:45 p Sessions 

9:00 a – 11:00 a National Geographic Teacher Fest2 

12:00 p – 12:55 p  Harm J. de Blij Lecture 

4:00 p – 4:45 p NCGE Business Meeting 

5:00 p – 6:00 p NCGE Awards Ceremony 

6:00 p – 7:00 p Cocktail Hour 

7:00 p – 8:00 p BBQ Dinner 

8:00 p – 11:00 p Party and Dance 

8:00 a – 4:45 p Giant Map Exhibit 

7:00 a – 8:00 a JOURNAL OF GEOGRAPHY Editorial Board3 

8:00 a – 2:00 p Exhibit Hall 

8:00 a – 4:00 p Exhibit Hall 

� Daily Schedule 

Countdown to the NCGE 
Conference in San Marcos 

1Requires pre-registration and payment of additional fee. 
2Requires pre-registration; no additional fee. 
3Committee membership or invitation required. 

� Featured Speakers 

� OPENING SESSION 

    Thursday, Oct. 4 / 6:00 p.m. 

 

 

Andrew Sansom 

Executive Director,  

River Systems Institute 

Texas State University- 

San Marcos 
 

 

� WOMEN IN GEOGRAPHIC EDUCATION 

    Friday, Oct. 5 / 12:00 p.m. 

 

 

Cynthia Opheim 

Professor of Political Science, 

Texas State University- 

San Marcos 
 

 

 

 

� SPECIAL GUEST LECTURE 

    Saturday, Oct. 6 / 12:00 p.m. 

 

 

Harm J. de Blij 

Distinguished Geographer 

and Author 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Register for the 
conference a 
www.ncge.org 
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� George J Miller Award 
Robert Saveland, University of Georgia (Emeritus)  
 

� Distinguished Mentor Award 
Lawrence E. Estaville, Texas State University-San Marcos  
 

� JOURNAL OF GEOGRAPHY, Best Elementary Teaching Article 
“A GIS-Interface Web Site: Exploratory Learning for Geography 
Curriculum” by Kuo Hung Huang, National Chiayi University, 
Chaiyi, Taiwan 
 

� JOURNAL OF GEOGRAPHY, Best Secondary Teaching Article 
“Using Geographic Information Systems (GIS) at Schools without  
a Computer Laboratory” by Ali Demirci, Faith University, Istanbul, 
Turkey  
 

� JOURNAL OF GEOGRAPHY, Best College/University Article 
“The Regionalization of Africa: Delineating Africa’s Subregions Using 
Airline Data” by Pieter R. Good, Ben Derudder, and Frank J. Witlox, 
Ghent University, Belgium 
 

� JOURNAL OF GEOGRAPHY, Best Article for Geography  
Program Development (tie) 
“Implementing a High School Level Geospatial Technologies and 

Spatial Thinking Course” by Curtis P. Nielsen, Alex Oberle, 
and Ramanathan Sugumaran, University of Northern Iowa 

 “Vertical Integration of Geographic Information Sciences: A Recruit-
ment Model for GIS Education” by Jaehyung Yu-Chungnam 
National University, South Korea; Niem Tu Huynh, Association 
of American Geographers, Washington, D.C.; and Thomas Lee 
McGehee, Texas A&M University 

 

� THE GEOGRAPHY TEACHER, Best Content Article 
“Community Mapping: Putting the Pieces Together” by Doug Andersen, 

Brigham Young University  
 

� Geographic Excellence in Media Award 
Oregon Geographic Alliance and  the Center for Spatial  

Analysis and Research, Portland State University for  
Student Atlas of Oregon (print) 

Josh Williams for geteach.com (digital) 
 

� Herff Jones Nystrom and NCGE Award  
Michael Robinson, Houston High School, Germantown, Tenn.,  

for “My America: Exploring the Ethnic/Racial Geography of 
American Urban Areas”  

 

� Distinguished Teaching Awards, K-12 
Denise Aguilar, Central Middle School, Lawton, Okla.  
Jeffrey Beck, Magic City Campus, Minot, N.D. 
Mary Jo Birt, Wheatland Middle School, Wheatland, Wyo.  
Shannon Castelo, James River High School, Midlothian, Va.  
Stephen Chamberlin, Hickory High School, Chesapeake, Va.  
Sara Dean, Redmond Proficiency Academy, Redmond, Ore.  
Rania Hammoud, Discovery Middle School, Canton, Mich. 
Phillip Hare, AC Flora High School, Columbia, S.C.  
Melissa Hockaday, East Garner Magnet Middle School, Garner, N.C. 
Theresa James, Roy J. Wasson High School, Colorado Springs, Colo.  
Laura McCrillis Kessler, Sunapee Middle High School, Sunapee, N.H. 
Hollie King, Eaglecrest High School, Centennial, Colo.  
Ruth King, Cedar Ridge Elementary, Cedar Hills, Utah  
Danna Lagerquist, Pueblo Middle School, Chandler, Ariz.  
Tim Lehman, Bethany Christian Schools, Goshen, Ind.  
Allyson Lubs, Pawcatuck Middle School, Pawcatuck, Conn.  
Aaron McLaughlin, Benson High School Magnet, Omaha, Neb.  
Sherri Michalowski, Wisconsin Hills Middle School, Brookfield, Wis. 
Liliana B. Monk, T.S. Wootton High School, Rockville, Md.  
Bert Nokes III, Pearl High School, Pearl, Miss.  
David L. Palmer, Eaglecrest High School, Centennial, Colo.  
Jeanie Robinson, Caldwell Middle College High School, Hudson, N.C.  
Jan Stringer, Rosa Scott High School, Madison, Miss.  
Jennifer Velasquez, Trinity Episcopal School, New Orleans, La.  
Suzanne Vogt, Trevor G. Browne High School, Phoenix, Ariz.  
Rhonda Watton, Templeton Middle School, Sussex, Wis. 
Ellie Wilson, Grandview Middle School, Hickory, N.C.  
 

� Distinguished Teaching Awards, Higher Education 
Ronald Hagelman, Texas State University-San Marcos  
Jeffrey William Lash, University of Houston-Clear Lake  
Jerry T. Mitchell, University of South Carolina 
Kevin Romig, Texas State University-San Marcos  
Yongmei Lu, Texas State University-San Marcos  
 

� Outstanding Support for Geographic Education 
David Hales, Wayne County Regional Educational Service Agency, 

Wayne, Mich.  
Margaret Legates, Delaware Geographic Alliance, Milford, Del.  
Angela Mesarchik, Glencoe-McGraw-Hill, Columbus, Ohio  
Sandra Reynolds Morgan, Mississippi Geographic Alliance,  

Pascagoula, Miss.  
Barry J. O’Reilly, Palmetto Engineering and Consulting, Fort Mill, S.C.  
Barbara Taylor, Region 6 Education Service Center, Huntsville, Texas  
 

� Women in Geographic Education Award 
Mia DeNardi, Ohio University 

2012 Award Winners 
The National Council for Geographic Education is pleased to announce the recipients of its annual awards, which recognize excellence  
in geography teaching, mentoring, research, writing, instructional design, and service. Award winners will be recognized at the National 
Conference on Geographic Education in San Marcos, Texas. Congratulations to the winners.  
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NATURE-SOCIETY RELATIONS 

Freedman, A. 2012. Scorching June heat wave 

puts 50 million in U.S. on alert. Climate Central,  

www.climatecentral.org/news/rare-june-heat-wave-stifles-

central-plains-east-coast/. The heat wave that gripped 

much of the coterminous United States during late 

June 2012 broke numerous longstanding records and 

prompted warnings and advisories across 18 states. 

Not only are daytime high temperatures above normal 

but so are overnight lows, which increases the risk of 

heat-related illnesses, especially among the elderly. 

This seems to be part of a long-term trend in which 

heat records are being broken at a pace seven times 

faster than cold records. –DJR 

Silverstein, K. 2012. Utilities are bailing on coal. 

EnergyBiz, June 12, www.energybiz.com/article/12/06/

utilities-are-bailing-coal. Coal’s percentage of the U.S. 

energy mix is declining. Increased environmental 

regulations and decreasing prices for natural gas are 

conspiring to make older coal-fired electrical generation 

plants unprofitable to run and too expensive to retrofit. 

The decline of coal promises to negatively impact 

coal mining areas even as it invigorates places that 

are rich in natural gas. –DJR 

 

HUMAN GEOGRAPHY 

Arbesman, S. 2012. The invisible borders that  

define American culture. The Atlantic: Cities, April 26, 

www.theatlanticcities.com/arts-and-lifestyle/2012/04/

invisible-borders-define-american-culture/1839/. Eleven 

maps present pictures of cultural similarities and 

differences based on movement, communication, and 

other variables in relation to state borders, natural 

barriers, and cultural variables within some states. 

For example, Connecticut is bifurcated between Red 

Sox and Yankees regions; California is divided into 

three regions based on digital text-message records. 

New England functions largely as a single region; 

the Mississippi River remains a border in terms of 

communication and movement. –LDS 

Rosenthal, E. 2012. Nigeria tested by rapid rise in 

population. New York Times, April 14, www.nytimes.com/ 

2012/04/15/world/africa/in-nigeria-a-preview-of-an-

overcrowded-planet.html. At the rate Nigeria is growing, 

in 25 years it will have 300 million people in an area 

equal to the size of Arizona, New Mexico, and Nevada. 

Already about half the urbanites between the ages of 

15 and 24 are unemployed, but cultural factors have 

discouraged a rapid reduction in the fertility rate. –LDS 

 

CURRENT CONCERNS 

Dougherty, C. and R. Whelan. 2012. Cities outpace 

suburbs in growth. The Wall Street Journal, June 28, 

hEp://online.wsj.com/article/SB100014240527023048307045 

77493032619987956.html. The core areas of many U.S. 

cities are growing faster than surrounding suburbs, 

primarily a result of changing a3itudes about urban 

living and improved quality of life in the urban cores 

—less heavy industry, lower crime rates, enhanced 

amenities, and less dependency on the automobile. 

This is a partly a short-term outcome of the Great 

Recession and subsequent sluggish economy that has 

made suburban home loans difficult to obtain. But  

a long-term trend seems apparent, with construction 

of urban condominiums and revitalization of urban 

residential neighborhoods on the increase. –DJR 

MacDonald, J, and R. J. Sampson. 2012. The world 

in a city: Immigration and America’s changing social 

fabric. Annals of the Academy of Political and Social Science 

641: 6–15. New spatial forms of immigration are 

transforming the American landscape, and a demo-

graphic tipping point has been reached. Forty million 

foreign-born residents, 13 percent of the total popula-

tion, have reached beyond cities, deep into suburbs 

and even rural areas. This counters the common per-

ception of concomitant crime increase and social de-

terioration, recounting that immigrant gateway cities 

have experienced some of  largest reductions in 

crime. “Spatial externalities” of immigrant diffusion 

have spurred inner-city rejuvenation, lower crime 

rates, and decreases in concentrations of poverty. –LDS 

Martinson, T. 2011. The ‘soulless’ suburbs vs. the 

’vibrant’ cities? The Free Lance-Star (Fredericksburg, 

Virginia), November 13, www.fredericksburg.com/

News/FLS/2011/112011/11132011/659475. A city-

planning consultant defends suburban life, now 

home to more than half of Americans and still grow-

ing. Suburban critics push for a quasi-urban suburbia 

(Continued on page 10.) 

Geography in Publications Across the Disciplines 
� By David J. Rutherford with Ellen J. Foster and Lee Durham Stone 

�  Outside Reading  
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Meet Ashley Thomas, 
NCGE’s Membership Coordinator 

 
 

���� When did you start working for NCGE? 

I started at NCGE in March of 2012. 
 

���� How did your educational or professional 

background lead you to NCGE? 

I have been an explorer of the world from a 

young age and sought out an educational path 

that allowed me to do that in various forms. I 

majored in international relations as an undergrad at the College of 

William & Mary and studied geography and history as well. I also 

participated in study abroad programs that built on that interest in 

England and in an Arabic language program in Egypt. Professionally, 

I’ve spent time in the Peace Corps and supported offices at the  

Department of State in African Affairs and Near Eastern Affairs. 
 

���� Tell us about your interest in geography education.  

My main interest is in human geography as it has an emphasis on 

communities and cultures. I strongly believe in the need for more 

emphasis on geography education in U.S. schools because I think 

Americans, now more than ever, could benefit from having a 

strong foundation in geography. I also would’ve really enjoyed 

having geography as a class at my school when I was a kid. 
 

���� What kinds of projects are you working on? 

Right now, the top priorities are working on a blog that will help 

keep our members informed of current geo education happenings 

and trying to find ways to clear up some common issues members 

have been having with registration and other tasks.  
 

���� What have you enjoyed most so far? 

It may sound cliché, but the people you work with can really make 

a difference, no ma3er where you are. Working with Zach and Jackie 

in the Central Office is a pleasure because they are as funny as they 

are hard-working. I also enjoy how genuinely kind the NCGE 

members I’ve interacted with have been. I like to know what’s  

going on with members so I can have a firmer grasp on issues (or 

compliments) they have. 
 

���� If you could travel anywhere, where would you go? 

I’d like to go a lot of places, but India is at the top of my list now. 

It’s so rich with history, culture, and spiritual areas that it’s probably 

an unforge3able experience. And the dichotomy between northern 

and southern India is very exciting as well. I’d also like to take a 

trek through the Himalayas (see why it’s at the top?). 
 

You can reach Ashley Thomas at athomas@ncge.org. 

Giant Floor Map Kit 
 

A great new resource for classroom 

use, a$erschool programs, family 

events, or indoor recess! K-8 teachers 

can use this two-layered U.S. map 

to teach math, reading, science, 

social studies, and even physical 

educa�on in a geographic context. 

Ac�vi�es in the accompanying 

resource guide are fun, interac�ve, 

and hands-on. The Giant Floor Map 

Kit has been field-tested extensively 

with elementary and middle-school 

students. Psychologists at North-

western University conducted  

research with the Giant Floor Map. 

They found that involving students 

kinesthe�cally is an effec�ve way 

to build spa�al intelligence. 

 

Giant Floor Map Kit Includes: 

� 11-by-14 foot base map of the 

United States showing physical 

features and states 

� 50 state puzzle pieces 

� Resource guide with hundreds 

of ideas for teaching geography, 

math, reading, science, and history 

� 3-D pieces for mapping  

and graphing 

� Colorful map key poster  

� Convenient carrying case  

 

 
Learn more about the map kit at  

www.ncge.org/giant-floor-map-kit.  

Order your copy in the NCGE online  

store at www.ncge.org.  

 
Price: $639 (plus shipping & handling) 
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I n the midst of the country’s economic hardships, 

the northwestern corner of North Dakota is 

booming. Small towns there are experiencing 

population explosions driven by the oil boom of the 

past 10 years.  

Just one example is Williston, N.D., a longtime 

railroad outpost and currently the fastest-growing small 

city in the United States. According to a Wall Street 

Journal article, between April 2010 and July 2011,  

Williston’s population grew faster than any other 

micropolitan area. Micropolitans are areas with pop-

ulations between 10,000 and 50,000 people. Williston 

grew to 24,374 residents, a jump of 8.8 percent in just 

in 15 months. 

The Bakken geologic formation is responsible  

for all of the oil now pouring out of North Dakota. 

Dated around 360 million years old, the rock unit 

was formed between the Late Devonian and Early 

Mississippian ages.  

The Bakken shale formation, which lies underground 

and has no surface outcrop, comprises approximately 

200,000 square miles (520,000 square kilometers) of 

the subsurface of the Williston Basin. Geographically, 

the Bakken lies beneath parts of North Dakota,  

Montana, and the Canadian province of Saskatchewan. 

The Bakken formation contains plenty of oil, but 

the exact amount is being debated. The United States 

Geological Survey (USGS) estimated in 2008 that  

4.3 billion barrels of recoverable oil are trapped in the 

Bakken’s shale. The North Dakota Geological Survey 

recently estimated that 18 billion barrels might exist.  

Efforts to extract the Bakken’s oil have historically 

been difficult. Beginning in 2008, however, new  

hydraulic rock-fracturing technology emerged, sky-

rocketing production from the Bakken. By the end of 

2011, more than 460,000 barrels of oil a day were being 

pumped from the Bakken—five times the amount 

recovered there in September 2010. Analysts believe 

that by 2015, oil from the Williston Basin will account 

for nearly 1.2 million barrels of oil a day, or 15 percent 

of U. S. output. 

The “Bakken Boom” is pumping plenty of money 

into North Dakota’s economy. In fact, the state’s 

economy grew faster than any other in the country 

last year. The state had the fastest growth in jobs, 

personal income, and housing prices. The unemploy-

ment rate remains at about 2 percent, much lower 

than the country’s current 8 percent. In Williston, 

unemployment is a mere 0.8 percent. 

Driven by the influx of hundreds of oil rigs and 

thousands of workers to run them, North Dakota 

passed California in December to become the third 

largest oil producer in the country, behind Texas and 

Alaska. The state is seeing substantial wage gains, 

with the average annual salary growing by almost  

(Continued on page 10.) 

�  Geography in the News  

By Dr. Neal Lineback and  

Mandy Lineback Gritzner,  

with Jane Nicholson 

GPNbcRLMd UO eMP NPfg is  

reprinted with permission of 

maps101.com. 

Neal Lineback is professor emeritus of geography at Appalachian 
State University. Co-author Mandy Lineback Gritzner is also a 
geographer. Technical editor Jane Nicholson is Appalachian State’s 
news director. 

North Dakota’s Oil Boom 
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75 percent in the coun-

ties where oil is being 

extracted. The state’s 

coffers are overflowing 

with revenues of $139 

million in February of 

this year—82 percent more than in February 2010.  

Despite the incredible economic growth in North 

Dakota, the oil boom has a dark side. According to 

Bloomberg News, the population explosion is pushing 

rural North Dakota’s electric, water, sewer, police, and 

emergency services to the breaking point. 

Prices for groceries and gas are 30 percent higher 

in the northwestern counties than in the state’s largest 

cities. Schools are overcrowded and crime in these 

once sleepy towns is increasing. The hundreds of 

trucks that ferry oil daily to the Gulf States’ refineries 

are destroying roads. 

Housing prices have sharply increased, creating 

large “man camps,” temporary se3lements for oil 

workers that have now been banned. With few options 

for housing, employers in all service industries are 

having trouble finding willing workers. 

While no one wants to lose the economic gains 

made in the past few years, county commissioners in 

the northwest region of the state complain that they 

aren’t receiving their share of the state’s oil extraction 

tax. They need extra money to upgrade infrastructure, 

they argue.  

With some long-time residents—particularly 

those on fixed incomes—leaving the region because 

of rising prices, the oil boom has created major local 

problems, while the state economy benefits. 

“Boom and bust” cycles have been common 

throughout the history of the country’s oil production. 

Even during boom years, however, while many resi-

dents benefit, others suffer. This, too, is part of the cycle. 

 

Sources: 

“Oil Fuels Population Boom in North Dakota City” by 

Jack Nicas. The Wall Street Journal, April 6, 2012, 

online.wsj.com/article/SB100014240527023040720045 

77328100938723454.html. 

“North Dakota Oil Boom Brings Blight With Growth as 

Costs Soar” by Jennifer Oldham. Bloomberg News, January 

24, 2012, www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-01-25/north-dakota-

oil-boom-brings-blight-with-growth-as-costs-soar.html. 

Discussion Questions 

� Can you think of some other “boom and bust” 

regions in the United States or abroad? What  

happened to those areas after the natural resources 

were depleted? Use a search engine to find some 

West Virginia towns that have suffered from the 

decline in employment in the coal industry. What 

happened after the “boom” was over? 

� Is economic growth good at any cost? Why or why 

not? What positives can it bring to a community? 

Can you think of other negatives (not mentioned 

in the article) that it can bring? 

� Are there environmental costs to an oil boom? 

What are some of the costs other than any potential 

spills of oil or drilling-associated materials? What 

about land use and environmental impacts from 

the flood of workers and their families? List some 

ways you would manage this rapid growth, if you 

were the city or regional planner in charge. 

North Dakota’s Oil BoomNorth Dakota’s Oil BoomNorth Dakota’s Oil BoomNorth Dakota’s Oil Boom    
(Continued from page 9.) 

Housing prices have sharply 
increased, creating large “man 
camps,” temporary settlements 
for oil workers that have now 
been banned.  

with higher densities in order to decrease sprawl and 

ease transportation woes. The author contends that 

suburbia is actually a diverse mix of situations and 

that suburban “placelessness” is due to their early 

stages of structural development. –LDS 

 

EDUCATION AND PEDAGOGY 

Bigelow, B. and B. McKibben. 2012. Changing the 

climate in school. The Huffington Post, April 4, 

www.huffingtonpost.com/bill-bigelow/changing-the-climate-

in-s_b_1432061.html. A gap exists between the climate 

emergency and a3ention paid to it in curricula, partly 

due to the content of textbooks. One physical science 

text devotes only four paragraphs to the subject; another 

concludes with a “doubt-soaked” passage that promotes 

skepticism. The authors contend that disciplinary 

barriers encourage the subject to go untaught. –LDS 

Outside ReadingOutside ReadingOutside ReadingOutside Reading    
(Continued from page 7.) 
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A 
ccording to the Environmental Protection Agency, 

Americans generated 250 million tons of trash in 

2010. According to one estimate, this would fill 

about a thousand Yankee Stadiums each year. With 

just over 300 million people in the United States, this 

is nearly one ton 

per person per 

year, taking up 

about 50 cubic feet 

or 1.4 cubic meters. 

Slightly over half of 

our trash is placed 

in landfills. 

Space does not 

permit me to do  

so here, but in my 

book Essentials of 

the Environment,  

I discuss the pros 

and cons of old-

fashioned dumps, 

sanitary landfills, 

and incineration. 

Per capita trash generation has been flat since 

reaching a peak around 1990, but it is still about 4.43 

pounds generated per person per day. We should be 

trying to decrease the amount, not simply holding 

steady, because our increasing population brings in-

creased resource consumption and waste. 

Some things seem to be moving in the wrong  

direction. As one example, when I was a child, nearly 

all hand soap was in bar form, packaged in a paper 

wrapper. Nowadays, much of it is in liquid form 

packaged in a plastic dispenser containing several parts. 

These containers can be recycled, and I admit they 

are convenient, but they still must be manufactured 

in the first place. One of my main duties at a grocery 

store one summer was to take in the glass soda 

bo3les that people returned. They were washed 

and—gasp—actually used over and over. 

I recently viewed a TED talk on how to use a paper 

towel. The speaker, Joe Smith, demonstrated how a 

single paper towel could be used to dry one’s hands. 

(See hEp://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2FMBSblpcrc.) The 

Solutions for Solid Waste 

presentation showed the enormous difference that  

individual actions can make on resource use—in this 

case, using one paper towel to dry your hands in 

public restrooms, 

instead of the three 

or four typically 

used.   

     What motivates 

people to change 

their behavior?  

Certainly those of 

us in the geography 

and environmental 

education profes-

sion believe that 

education plays an 

enormous role. Yet 

it also comes down 

to the practicalities 

of se3ing up  

processes so that 

when people are in a hurry and need to make a  

decision, they have alternatives. 

For example, a vast amount of liquids are  

consumed at a typical athletic event. Despite the 

presence of a few recycling bins at the event I a3ended 

when I took the photograph shown above, the bins 

were not emptied frequently, leading to the overflow 

of standard trash bins such as the one shown. Most  

of the contents of this trash can are actually recyclable 

cans and plastic bo3les.  

One way I have worked with students on this topic 

is to have them track what they throw away over the 

course of a day or a week. Not only is the amount  

eye-opening, but awareness often leads to innovative 

solutions on how waste could be reduced. 

All of these topics make for excellent and rich  

subjects for discussion in geography classrooms. 

� By Joseph Kerski 

�  What’s wrong with this picture? 

Joseph Kerski <jkerski@esri.com> is NCGE’s Past President 
an education manager with Esri in Colorado.  

JOSEPH KERSKI 
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2012 Excellence in 
Scholarship Awards 

 

Each year the National Council for Geographic Educa-

tion and the Association of American Geographers 

recognize graduating seniors majoring in geography  

for outstanding academic achievement. The primary 

criterion for the NCGE/AAG Excellence of Scholar-

ship Award is academic performance; secondary  

criteria such as Gamma Theta Upsilon membership, 

departmental service, dedication, enthusiasm, and  

participation are also considered. Honorees are nomi-

nated by faculty in the student’s academic department. 

    Congratulations to the 2012 award recipients. 

 

Alicia Gray, Southern Connecticut State University 

Weston Dattilo, University of Central Oklahoma 

Eric James Flint, Salisbury University 

Charlotte C. Fagan, Macalester College 

Cortney T. Sugg, Buffalo State College 

Jacob Kruse,  Northern Illinois University 

Adam P. Resner,  Kansas State University 

Benjamin Stratton, Marshall University 

Matthew A. Aadland, South Dakota State University 

Mary F. Sylvester, Central Connecticut State University 

Emery Ellingson, Gustavos Adolphus College 

Rachel Don Valletta, Syracuse University 

Neil Debbage, University of Georgia 

Daniel Nowak, Western Michigan University 

Peter M. Donaghy, SUNY Oneonta 

Robert Szypko, Dartmouth College 

Derek Richards, University of Northern Iowa 

Jason Folkman, Utah State University 

Mohammed Mesbahi, Mary Washington University 

Laura J. Bell, Concord University 

Jacy C. Marshall-McKelvey, Pennsylvania State University 

Stefan McFayden, James Madison University 

Sarah Geinosky, University of Chicago 

Erik Bablinskas, Humbolt State University 

Carly Sanderson, Brandon University 

Brendan Davidson, University of Northern Colorado 

Anthony Daniel Bissiri, University of Washington 

Kristy Brianne Warren, University of Western Ontario 

 

 

2012 National 
Geography Challenge  

 

Results of the 2012 National Geography Challenge 

were released in early July. The annual challenge  

involves multiple-choice tests available to students in 

grades 2 to 12. The Challenge is sponsored by NCGE 

and administered by the Continental Mathematics 

League (CML). 

The winning student at each grade level in each 

participating school is awarded the Challenge Medal, 

with runners-up receiving Certificates of Recognition. 

Test questions at each grade level are based on 

Geography for Life: National Geography Standards. While 

the tests contain a few difficult questions requiring 

creative thought, most of the questions are managea-

ble for the majority of students. Each test is proctored 

and graded by the school. 

Congratulations to the top-performing 

schools at each grade level in 2012. 

 

10-12 – Roosevelt High School, Seattle, Wash. 

    Belleville East High School, Belleville, Ill. 

9 – Vernon Hills High School, Vernon Hills, Ill. 

8 – Discovery Academy, Edgewater, Fla. 

7 – Sycamore Junior High School, Cincinnati, Ohio  

6 – Discovery Academy, Edgewater, Fla. 

5 – Rossman School, Creve Coeur, Mo. 

4 – Rossman School, Creve Coeur, Mo. 

3 – Pembroke Hill School, Kansas City, Mo. 

2 – Pembroke Hill School, Kansas City, Mo. 

 

The 2013 Challenge tests must be administered  

between April 22 and May 3. School registrations for 

2013 Challenge are due by October 9, 2012. 

Schools receive two copies of the questions for 

each contest and can duplicate as many copies as they 

need. Answer keys are provided. Application instruc-

tions, the fees, and sample questions are available at 

www.continentalmathematicsleague.com/ngc.html. 

—James Marran 

 

Congratulations from the National Council for Geographic Education 
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is available for pre-order on the 

NCGE website. (See page 1.) 

A new publication on spatial 

thinking is scheduled for publica-

tion in later this fall. 

The commi3ee is preparing 

new guidelines for the submission 

of new publications. 

A redesigned Publications  

and Products webpage is being 

developed. It will  include links  

to Applied Teaching Materials, 

Applied Research Materials,  

Special Publications, and other 

new NCGE products. 

An updated NCGE Publica-

tions and Products catalog (PDF) 

is also being created. 

The commi3ee is seeking  

applications for an editor of 

NCGE Special Publications. See 

page 14 for more details. 

Rich Schulz, Vice President for 

Publications and Products reports 

on several of his commi3ee’s  

current projects: 

Geography for Life: National  

Geography Standards, Second Edition, 

Connect with NCGEConnect with NCGEConnect with NCGE   
find us on follow us on 

@NCGE1915 

You will have an opportunity to explore  

the many relationships you have within  

the world this November 11–17 during 

the annual celebration of Geography 

Awareness Week. 

National Geographic and its partners 

invite families, teachers, 

and students to visit  

GeographyAwarenessWeek.org 

to begin completing geo-

graphic missions and earning rewards. 

Put your mapping, photography, story-telling, and leadership skills  

to the test with our exciting missions—and in the process, learn more 

about your world and the field of geography. By completing missions, 

you become a National Geographic “explorer” and can earn points  

towards interesting badges and rewards. 

A wealth of valuable resources, including printable posters, mission 

booklets, and an organizing toolkit is also available for teachers, parents, 

and students on the GeographyAwarenessWeek.org website.  

—National Geographic Society 

Geography Awareness Week 2012 
Invites You to “Declare Your Interdependence” 

Update from Publications and Products 

A Geographic View of World History 
by Herb Thompson features 32 lessons 
designed to supplement a world history 
class by adding the geographic  
perspective. Lessons are suitable for 
students from advanced middle school 
to AP classes. Adding the geographic 
perspective to history will enhance  
students’ understanding of history  
and develop a deeper understanding  
of geography. Price: $20 
 
AP Human Geography: Engaging 
Students in Constructing an Under-
standing of Human Geography by 
Jody Smothers Marcello examines syn-
thesis, inquiry, and spatial data in the AP 
Human Geography course. These les-
sons fill an important niche in preparing 
students for the free-response section of 
the AP exam by demonstrating ways to 
guide students in synthesizing ideas 
from within and across units throughout 
the AP course. Price: $19.95 

Available in the 

NCGE Store at 

www.ncge.org. 

New from NCGE 
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The National Council for Geographic Education 

(NCGE) invites applications and nominations for the 

position of Editor of Special Publications. 

The new editor will have responsibility of over-

seeing the editing process of all Special Publications 

for NCGE. Special publications are generally mono-

graph-length publications that relate to resources, 

teaching, and learning materials that reflect current 

trends in geography education and encourage  

innovative and effective geographic education at all 

levels of instruction. NCGE defines geographic edu-

cation broadly and will consider materials ranging 

from kindergarten to graduate geographic education. 

Modest funds are available to defray expenses in 

conjunction with the performance of editorial tasks 

(telephone, postage, editing tasks, etc.). To deal with 

authors promptly and to keep the publications on 

schedule, it is essential that an applicant be able to 

secure office space at his or her home institution as 

well as some released time from normal duties. The 

help of an institutionally-supported editorial assistant 

can be advantageous as well, though reviewers are 

designated at the Editor’s discretion and limited  

editorial assistance is available from the NCGE Central 

Office. The contributions of an applicant’s home insti-

tution in support of the editorship will add weight to 

the candidate’s application. 

The Editor determines the content and overall format 

of Special Publications; encourages the submission of 

high-quality, well wri3en manuscripts on geographic 

issues and educational solutions; secures members to 

serve on the Editorial Review Board; reviews all  

Special Publication proposals with the assistance of 

the Editorial Review Board; oversees and insures that 

submi3ed manuscripts are expediently processed 

through a peer review process; decides on the  

appropriate format (print and/or electronic) for publi-

cations; and decides which manuscripts are ultimately 

to be published by NCGE. 

NCGE is willing to consider co-editorships or small 

editorial teams. The Editor is assisted by an Editorial 

Review Board, which is composed of individuals  

selected by the Editor. 

NCGE is seeking an editor who (1) has a broad 

perspective on geography education and a well-

developed understanding of both the discipline’s his-

tory and current research priorities; (2) has an  

excellent command of wri3en American English;  

(3) is familiar and comfortable with the types of word 

processing and graphics programs commonly used in 

digital and electronic publishing; (4) possesses strong 

organizational skills and the ability to work quickly 

and multitask; (5) has the ability and willingness to 

work with authors to ensure that Special Publications 

present important geography education issues in a 

clear, accessible style; (6) has the ability to secure  

numerous reviewers based on the appropriate areas 

of expertise for a given publication; (7) has the desire 

and ability to explain the NCGE vision for Special 

Publications and to encourage the submission of 

manuscripts in keeping with that vision as well as that 

of NCGE as an organization; and (8) has a record of 

scholarly accomplishment and publishing, especially 

in a digital format. 

To ensure an orderly transition, review of applica-

tions will begin upon receipt. Applications will be 

accepted until the position is filled. 

Le3ers of application should include a statement 

of the applicant’s understanding of the goals and  

mission of NCGE, an explanation of the applicant’s 

approach to the performance of editorial duties, and a 

description of any relevant background or experience. 

The application should be accompanied by (1) a 

current curriculum vitae; (2) the names of three  

individuals who can be contacted for references; and 

(3) an indication of the office space at his/her institu-

tion, amount of released time, and any other support 

offered by the applicant’s home institution. 

POSITION ANNOUNCEMENT 

Editor ofEditor ofEditor ofEditor of    NCGE Special PublicationsNCGE Special PublicationsNCGE Special PublicationsNCGE Special Publications    

For more information about the requirements  

of the Editor position, to nominate a candidate, 

or to submit a le3er of application, you should 

contact Dr. Rich Shul/, NCGE’s Vice President 

for Publications and Products and Chair of the 

Editor of Special Publications search commi3ee 

at RSchulL@ncge.org.  


