
TRIBAL LEADER EDUCATION ROUNDTABLES 

SAVE THE DATE 

January 20, 2012: Rapid City, SD - Best Western Ramkota 
January 23, 2012: Norman, OK - Embassy Suites 

January 25, 2012: Albuquerque, NM - Sheraton Uptown 
February 16, 2012: Seattle, WA – TBD 

 
On December 2, 2011, during the Third Annual White House Tribal Nation’s Conference, President 
Obama signed Executive Order 13592 establishing the White House Initiative on American Indian and 
Alaska Native Education (Initiative). The mission of the Initiative is to help expand educational 
opportunities and improve educational outcomes for all American Indian and Alaska Native (AI/AN) 
students, including opportunities to learn their Native languages, cultures, and histories as well as 
receive complete and competitive educations that prepare them for college, careers, and productive 
and satisfying lives. 

Among other mandates, the Executive Order directs, that “to facilitate a new partnership between the 
Department of Education and the Department of the Interior, to improve AI/AN education, the 
Executive Director shall work with the BIE Director and develop a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) between the two Departments that will take advantage of both Departments’ expertise, 
resources, and facilities. The MOU shall be completed within 120 days of the date of this order. Among 
other things, the MOU shall address how the Departments will collaborate in carrying out the policy set 
out in section 1 of this order.” 

Accordingly, Secretary of Education Duncan and Secretary of Interior Salazar are organizing Tribal Leader 
Education Roundtables regarding the Initiative’s strategic efforts to engage tribal and community 
leaders, Indian education stakeholders, and the public on the development of the MOU and Tribal 
Leaders’ Education Task Force.  

Formal invitations for tribal leaders are forthcoming and these 1-day events are open to the public. In 
addition to scheduled opportunities for in-person and teleconference public testimony, participants will 
also be able to submit their testimony via mail or email. The roundtables will also be webcasted. 

There is no registration fee for the event. To receive teleconference and webcast information, you may 
register immediately online at http://triballeader-roundtables.indianeducation.org. You will also find on 
the website the Executive Order 13592, lodging and travel information, and additional reports. Although 
we strongly encourage you to register online, we are also providing you with the opportunity to register 
onsite before the event. We encourage you to attend, and we hope you will be able to join us as we 
work to improve the quality of AI/AN education across the nation. 

http://triballeader-roundtables.indianeducation.org/

