




The Founding of the Ag Reserve

ÅUntil World War II, farming was the primary 
industry in Montgomery County, and most of 
the region was productive farmland.

ÅDevelopment pressures grew in the second 
half of the twentieth century and 
aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŦŀǊƳǎ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ 
disappear at an alarming rate. 



ÅThe 1960s- Wedges and Corridors

ÅThe 1970s- A Rural Zone- 1 house/5 acres

ÅIn 1980, Master Plan deliberations established an 
ά!ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ wŜǎŜǊǾŜέ ƻŦ  фоΣллл ŀŎǊŜǎ όƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ олƪ 
is Parks)  in the northern and western part of the 
county. 

Å 1 house/25 acres with  Transfer Development Rights 
(TDR) to concentrate development elsewhere. 



The Ag Reserve: A Place with Purpose

The Ag Reserve benefits residents 
throughout the region by providing:
ÅLocal Farm Products
ÅEnvironmental Protection- Air/Water Protection and 

Habitat
ÅHistoric and Cultural Preservation- History in natural 

context
ÅEconomic Advantages
ÅQuality of Life-Recreation, Education, Resource 

Protection





! ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦƻǊΧǎŀǾƻǊƛƴƎΧ



ΧƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ



ΧƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ



ΧŎƻƴǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ



ΧƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ



¢ƘŜ wŜǎŜǊǾŜΩǎ LƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 9ŎƻƴƻƳȅ

ÅThe 745 Farms in Montgomery county add 
nearly $251 Million to the economy each 
year.1
ÅNumber 1 Pumpkin producer in the state, 

number 2 berry grower.
12007 Ag Census

ÅOver 10,000 residents 
work on County farms. 



Montgomery Farm Products
ÅTable Crops (vegetables, herbs, berries, fruit) 
ÅSpecialty Crops (Christmas Trees, Pumpkins) 
ÅCommodity Crops (Corn, Soy, Wheat) 
ÅLivestock (beef, dairy, pork, poultry/eggs, goats, sheep, 

alpacas)
ÅValue Added Products (jams and other conserves, 

textiles)
ÅEquine
ÅHorticultural Products (ornamental trees, plant stock, 

natural sod, etc.)







Red Wiggler Community  Farm 









MoCo Department of Ag Services



Percent Ag. 

Lands 

Remaining

Percent Ag. 

Lands 

Remaining

Arlington 0-3%

Montgomery County 
14-21%

Frederick 39-49%

Jefferson 60-70%



Center for a Livable Future, 

Johns Hopkins University 2010



A Working Landscape
Maintaining a Working Landscape

Savage Dairy Farm, Mt. 
Ephraim Rd



Meeting the demand for Local Food
ÅThere is exploding demand for local food; 
farmers find that they must set up waiting 
lists for their CSAs (community supported 
ag shares) 
Å77% of state residents are more likely to 
buy farm products from Maryland farmers.1

1 ς2009 Survey by the U of Baltimore Schaefer Center for Public Policy 



Threats to the Ag Reserve





Å¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ά¢ŜŎƘǿŀȅΣέ ŀ 
6-8 lane outer beltway 
would slice through the Ag 
Reserve, fragmenting 
farmland and promoting 
sprawl. It remains in 
±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀΩǎ ƭƻƴƎ ǊŀƴƎŜ 
transportation plan.



Sand Mound 

Septic Systems







Clustering

ÅThis is not about farming. 
Over 50 acres removed from 
farming.

ÅCǊƛŎǘƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ άǎǳōǳǊōŀƴ 
ƳŜƴǘŀƭƛǘȅέ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ !Ǝ 
uses. The only remaining 
working farm receives 
neighbor complaints.



This 100 acre farm was subdivided into 4  + 25 acre lots. The Nichols 
farm grows 1,700 lbs of  organic tomatoes per week for Whole Foods.



Woody Woodroofôs Red Wiggler Farm grows crops on 7 acres with a 

surrounding 8 acres for house, barn, road and buffer.



ÅLargest farm over 800 

acres left. 

ÅThis subdivision (26 

units) will be larger 

than the existing town 

of Barnesville.


