
Curriculum Coverage in Mathematics for the 2013-2014 School Year 
 
As we move toward full implementation of Common Core State Standards, we have received many 
questions reflecting challenges and confusion about what and when to teach content and how to best 
prepare students for PARCC while balancing current TCAP accountability. 
 
The Common Core State Standards provide a framework for curriculum and instruction. Districts and 
schools use these standards to customize their curriculum in order to best prepare their students for 
career and college.  
 
The Tennessee Department of Education seeks to help districts, schools and teachers support student 
success on current and future assessments. We aim to increase assessment transparency by clearly 
communicating what will be tested and when. Additionally, we want to share resources, best practices 
and advice to support the transition to the new Common Core State Standards 
 
To begin this transition, we will continue to narrow ongoing official assessments in the 2013-14 school 
year for TCAP Achievement and EOC mathematics, while expanding low-stakes assessments. To learn 
more about the assessment plan in the coming year, please read the full implementation plan summary 
here. 
 

 Officially scored assessments  Additional assessments/resources 
2013-14 
Assessments in 
Mathematics 

TCAP Achievement and EOCs  
• Grades 3- 8 math narrowed by an 

additional 5-10 percent 
• Algebra I and II EOCs narrowed  

 
Officially Scored CRA  
(1-8, Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II)  

K-2 (SAT 10) Math: Narrowed to 
reflect only Common Core State 
Standards Content  
 
Interim CRA in October and February 
(1-8, Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II)  
 
Mini PARCC Practice Test  
(More information by May)  

 
Districts and schools will have discretion regarding curriculum, including what to teach. Some districts 
have chosen to transition fully to the Common Core State Standards, continue to teach only SPIs, or 
utilize a combination of these two approaches.  
 
The TDOE will work to support districts in helping all students prepare for the expectations of PARCC.  
 
From working with schools and districts, we offer two pieces of advice for curriculum in mathematics: 
 

• Stop teaching the dropped SPIs 
• Spend 60-75% of the year on the TNCore Focus Clusters  

 
To support these two curricular changes, the following documents are available on www.tncore.org: 

• A list of dropped SPIs for the 2013-14 school year 
• TNCore Focus Clusters (four per grade level) for K-Algebra II  
• Standards Tables for each grade level, K-Algebra II 
• Fluency document for each grade level, K-Algebra I 

http://www.tncore.org/

