
        
 
 
November 7, 2012 
 
John Funghi 
Central Subway Project Director 
Municipal Transit Agency 
821 Howard Street 
San Francisco, CA 94103 
 
Also delivered via email to:  John.Funghi@sfmta.com 
 
Re: MTA failure to study alternatives to the highly disruptive Central Subway 

construction and tunneling equipment extraction taking place in the middle 
of Columbus Ave. next to Washington Square in the heart of North Beach 

 
Dear Mr. Funghi, 
 
In community meetings with North Beach residents hosted in good faith by North Beach 
Neighbors on July 17 and July 25, 2012, you spoke on behalf of the San Francisco 
Municipal Transit Agency (MTA) and personally promised that the MTA would conduct 
substantive research and analysis into alternatives for the existing plan to extract 
Central Subway boring machines in the middle of Columbus Avenue in the heart of 
North Beach for a subway stop more than 7 blocks away.  Specifically, you pledged that 
a preliminary report on a “study” of alternatives to the North Beach Central Subway 
construction would be released on September 25, after which North Beach Neighbors 
would plan to host a follow-up forum to communicate the results to the community. 
 
Unfortunately, it has recently come to our attention that this study not only has not been 
conducted but it will not be conducted at all.  Instead, we have learned that the 
construction to enable the Central Subway tunnel boring machine extraction will 
proceed as planned in the middle of Columbus Avenue without regard to the many 
concerns express by hundreds of neighborhood businesses and residents over the past 
several months.  This is disappointing and unacceptable. 
 
Furthermore, at the North Beach community meetings in July, the business cards of a 
dozen MTA representatives were distributed and each of these people promised they 
would maintain open communication with interested residents.   
 



 
However, we have heard no communications from you or any of them regarding the 
promised study of alternatives or anything else.   
 
As you know, for more than two months now, vehicle traffic in the heart of North Beach 
has been badly disrupted every day when half of Columbus Avenue is shut down from 
7:00 am until 4:00 pm for the initial “smaller” phase of this construction.  MUNI buses, 
cars, trucks, and tourist buses come to a halt as police officers direct them around the 
line of heavy construction equipment, trucks and workers.  Neighborhood cafes, 
restaurants, and other businesses in this daily “construction zone” are suffering.  The 
entire western edge of Washington Square Park has become a noisy mess of orange 
plastic-covered construction barriers and yellow “Caution” tape, making it uninviting and 
a place to avoid rather than recreate or relax (see attached photo). 
 
Our greatest concern is that this is just the first, “smaller” phase of this multi-year 
construction plan.  As you know, the planned building of the boring machine extraction 
box next year would close two lanes of Columbus Avenue 24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week for more than a year.  This would badly disrupt one of the most important 
neighborhoods in the city for no reason, since MTA Director Reiskin stated in a letter to 
Supervisor David Chiu on July 10, 2012 that instead:  “Yes, the tunnel construction can 
technically stop at the Chinatown station and not continue to North Beach.” 
 
We ask you why you have broken your promise to study alternatives to the North Beach 
Tunnel Extraction which Director Reiskin stated are feasible and instead are proceeding 
without regard to your prior commitment or the clearly expressed concerns of North 
Beach residents and merchants. 
 
Unfortunately it appears now, more than ever, that the MTA has no intention at all of 
studying or seriously evaluating changes to your plans and instead will saddle North 
Beach with the congested traffic, noise, dust, and bumpy, chopped up Columbus 
Avenue and Washington Square for months and years to come – with no benefit at all to 
this important neighborhood.   
 
We look forward to your response and action. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Micki Jones    Mike Sonn 
President    Chair, Transportation & Parking Committee 
North Beach Neighbors  Telegraph Hill Dwellers 
email:  sffd22@aol.com   email:  Mike.Sonn@thd.org  
 
 
Cc: Supervisor David Chiu 
 MTA Director Ed Reiskin 
 Interested North Beach Merchants & Residents      
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