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BUILDING WORKFORCE. BUILDING BUSINESS. 

S 
tennis Industry Days is 

all about doing busi-

ness and making con-

nections with federal and 

state agencies, contractors 
and businesses, not just at 

Stennis Space Center but 

around the country. 

   This year’s event will be 

held Feb. 27-March 1 at IP 

Casino Resort Spa in Biloxi. 

A special tour of Stennis 

Space Center and nearby In-

finity Science Center will be 

available on opening day for 

registered attendees. 

   In just a few years, Stennis 
Industry Days has become 

known for successfully bring-

ing together participants seek-

ing business partnerships that 

might otherwise have been 

missed.  

   SDT Inc. of Brookhaven, 

Miss., is a returning exhibitor 
and its president, James Ezell, 

said his growing family of 

companies is looking to con-

nect with other businesses.  

   “It’s the main reason we’re 

coming back,” he said. 

“We’re always looking for 

new opportunities to talk to 

people.” 

   SDT is one of the country’s 

leading privately held telecom 

infrastructure service compa-
nies. It partnered with the 

Mississippi Enterprise for 

Technology at Stennis Space 

Center in 2007 to help pro-

mote the state as a new tele-

communications center. 

   Ezell said he’s looking to 

“develop some relationships 
that can grow over time and 

to get a better understanding 

of federal contracting oppor-

tunities.”  

   A new exhibitor this year 

will be RBG Contractors of 

Jackson, Miss., which spe-

cializes in specialty coatings 

for the construction indus-

try. Bill Griffiths, the com-

pany president, explained the 

main reason he will be part of 
the event: “For one thing it’s 

the exposure to other compa-
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- Aerojet’s AJ26 engine 

completed a hot fire test at 

Stennis Space Center in late 

January. It was the eleventh 

AJ26 engine to be tested at 

Stennis. The engine will be 

configured for flight and 

integrated with Orbital Sci-

ence's Antares rocket to 

boost the first stage. (01/21) 

  

- Lockheed Martin com-

pleted system testing on the 

second satellite in the Navy's 

Mobile User Objective Sys-

tem. MUOS-2 has been put 

in storage to await its launch 

in July 2013. The MUOS 

constellation will provide 

communications for mobile 

warfighters. The constella-

tion will reach full opera-

tional capability in 2015. 

Work on the core propulsion 

system for the A2100 satel-

lite-based spacecraft is done 

at SSC. (01/17) 

 

- The second Geosynchro-

nous Earth Orbit Space 

Based Infrared System 

(SBIRS) spacecraft was de-

livered to Cape Canaveral 

Air Force Station, Fla., 

where it will be prepared for 

a March liftoff aboard a 

United Launch Alliance At-
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nies that will be participating.” His com-

pany represents a line of coatings that it 

markets. “We’re looking for customers,” 

he said. The company recently opened an 
office in the MSET incubator. 

   Besides networking, those attending 

will get an update on the various activi-

ties at Stennis Space Center, and the 

Stennis Business Consortium will host a 

special awards ceremony. 

 

Agenda 

   On opening day, Wednesday, Feb. 27, 

there will be tours of Stennis Space Cen-
ter and Infinity Science Center, followed 

by a VIP reception and the SBC Awards 

Reception. 

   On Thursday the agenda is packed with 

presentations following opening remarks 

by Charlie Beasley, president and CEO 

of Mississippi Enterprise for Technology. 

Ken Human, associate director of Stennis 

Space Center, then will discuss the fed-

eral city’s history and current missions. 

   Stennis contractors will kick off a se-
ries of presentations describing their ac-

tivities, followed by representatives from 

the Naval Meteorology and Oceanogra-

phy Command, Booz Allen Hamilton, 

General Dynamics, the National Data 

Buoy Center, NASA’s Shared Services 

Center, CSC, Hewlett Packard and the 

Naval Research Laboratory. 

   Keynote speaker at the luncheon will 

be Brent Christensen, executive director 

of the Mississippi Development Author-

ity, the state’s lead economic and com-

munity development agency. Christensen 

oversees 300 employees who provide 

services such as business recruitment, 
retention and expansion, and implement 

programs including tourism, community 

development and small business growth. 

   “Stennis Industry Days will help busi-

nesses from Mississippi and other loca-

tions around the United States learn more 

about all that the Stennis Space Center 

and its many public and private sector 

tenants have to offer,” said Christensen. 

   “This event will include not only infor-

mative sessions but also networking op-

portunities that will help bring businesses 
together with other firms and government 

agencies to encourage business partner-

ships and economic growth.” 

   The day concludes with a networking 

session that will be held in the exhibit 

hall. 

   On Friday, March 1, the 10th Annual 

Rotary Club of Stennis Charity Golf 

Tournament is scheduled. 

 

Star awards 

   This year Stennis Industry Days will 

feature the inaugural Stennis Business 

Consortium’s SBC Team-member 

Achievement Recognition (STAR) 

Awards on Feb. 27. 

   The consortium assists federal and state 

agencies, local institutions and businesses 

in exchanging information on their small 

business goals, needed and emerging 

technologies, procurement requirements 

and opportunities and procurement regu-

lation issues. 

   The goal of the annual presentation is 
to recognize outstanding member organi-

zations located in Louisiana, Mississippi, 

Alabama and Florida’s Panhandle. 

   Four awards will be given, including 

the SBC Small Business of the Year, 

which will honor good business practices, 

participation in SBC and SBC partner 

events and other significant contributions 

such as export or tech transfer activities 

and increased employment. 

   The SBC Newcomer of the Year will 

be given to the member organization that 
quickly became involved in SBC activi-

ties as well as for good business prac-

tices, event participation and other note-

worthy contributions. 

   The award honoring SBC Innovator of 

the Year will recognize the impact of the 

winner’s new product or invention, 

among other criteria. 

   SBC’s Federal Agency/Prime Contrac-

tor of the Year award will go to the 

agency or contractor whose good busi-
ness practices, support to small busi-

nesses and event participation stood out 

during the last year. – Lisa Monti 
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las V. SBIRS provides improved missile 

warning capabilities. Lockheed Martin at 

SSC works on the satellite's propulsion 

subsystem, crucial for maneuvering the 

satellite in orbit. (01/15) 

 

- Lockheed Martin delivered the core 

structure for the first in a series of the 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-

ministration's geostationary weather sat-

ellites to the company's Mississippi 

Space and Technology Center at SSC, 

where it will undergo propulsion system 

integration. For the next 11 months, the 

team will integrate GOES-R's fuel tanks, 

lines, thermal controls and other systems 

within the core structure. GOES-R is 

based on the company's A2100 satellite 

series. (01/07) 

 

- Charlie Beasley, president and CEO of 

Mississippi Enterprise for Technology at 

SSC, was selected as a winner in the eco-

nomic development profession's “40 Un-

der 40” awards. The program recognizes 

young talent in the economic develop-

ment profession. Beasley, a Certified 

Economic Developer (CEcD), has been 

with MSET since 1999. (01/29) 

 

- The University of Southern Mississippi 

has taken the lead in formation of the 

new Center for Gulf Studies, a partner-

ship that includes Mississippi State Uni-

versity, the University of Mississippi and 

Jackson State University. It will be ad-

ministered through the Southern Miss 

Department of Marine Science at SSC. 

Among its mission is improved forecast-

ing abilities. (01/16) 

 

- Researchers at the University of South-

ern Mississippi Department of Marine 

Science are studying turning marine mi-

cro-algae into fuel. The school’s Marine 

Science lab at SSC is studying algae 

grown from Mississippi coastal waters. 

The researchers are looking for ways to 

streamline the process and make it cost-

effective. (01/13) 
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For more information about 

Stennis Industry Days, visit: 

www.stennisindustrydays.com 


