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The Learning Program™

Introduction to Literacy Part Two:  
Personalized Materials and Sentence Building
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Personalized Books

• Any topic of interest
• Use card stock or any paper
• Spiral bind, rings, photo book or 

staple
• Get pictures from photos, online 

or magazines
• Computer or handwritten 
• Single word or sentence

Just do it!
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How? 
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My Family

Personalized Book - Sample
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Speech/Alphabet

Personalized Book - Sample
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Personalized Book - Sample
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Topic-Related

Personalized Book - Sample
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Math - Shapes

Personalized Book - Sample

© 2011 Down Syndrome Foundation of Orange County  

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

Slide 8 

Topic- School

Personalized Book - Sample
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Topic- My Backyard

Personalized Book - Sample
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Building Sentences

Three activities:

1. Use books to model sentences

2. Create personalized books with 
simple sentences

3. Build personalized books with 
student participation

How? 

© 2011 Down Syndrome Foundation of Orange County  

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

Slide 11 

• Have student build sentences using book models
• Use DSF Sight Word Readers, Lakeshore Readers or 

any other high interest book

• Use DSF flash cards or hand written words on index 
cards

1.  Using Books To Model Sentences

Building Sentences
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• Any topic of interest
• Use card stock or any paper
• Spiral bind, rings, photo book or staple
• Get pictures from photos, online or magazines
• Computer or handwritten 
• Single word or sentences

2.  Personalized Sentence Books

Building Sentences
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Theme - My Family
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2.  Personalized Sentence Books
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Theme – Personal things that go
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2.  Personalized Sentence Books
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2. Personalized Sentence Books

Building Sentences

Theme – Holiday
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2. Personalized Sentence Books

Building Sentences

Theme – Social Stories
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2. Personalized Sentence Books

Building Sentences

Theme – Social Stories
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2. Personalized Sentence Books

Building Sentences

Theme – My School 

© 2011 Down Syndrome Foundation of Orange County  

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 



Slide 19 
2. Personalized Sentence Books

Building Sentences

Adapt Favorite Books
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3.  Picture and Sentence Activity

Building Sentences

Activity = choice and participation

© 2011 Down Syndrome Foundation of Orange County  

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

Slide 21 

• Have materials ready

• Allow choice

• Encourage input (say or sign)

• Create sentence (at level)

• Get buy in - okay?

3.  Picture and Sentence Activity

Building Sentences
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• Write sentence 

• Cut sentence strip

• Student pastes in book

3.  Picture and Sentence Activity

Building Sentences
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• You read sentence

• Student reads sentence

• Maximum 2-3 pages

3.  Picture and Sentence Activity

Building Sentences
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• Underline student’s words – show progress

• Use longer sentences as speech develops

3.  Picture and Sentence Activity

Building Sentences
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• Finished product

• Personalized and fun

3.  Picture and Sentence Activity

Building Sentences
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Topics
• Random –things of interest

• Theme of  interest

• Trip/Adventure – personal to your 
child

3.  Picture and Sentence Activity

Building Sentences
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3.  Picture and Sentence Activity

Building Sentences

Random Pictures of Interest
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3.  Picture and Sentence Activity

Building Sentences

Random Pictures of Interest
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3.  Picture and Sentence Activity

Building Sentences

Random Pictures of Interest
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3.  Picture and Sentence Activity

Building Sentences

Getting to Know School
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3.  Picture and Sentence Activity

Building Sentences

Christmas Vacation Theme
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3.  Picture and Sentence Activity

Building Sentences

• Evidence of expanding speech

• Ready to move on to other formats
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Down Syndrome Education International  
Buckley, S. (2001). Development and Education for Children with  
Down Syndrome (0-5 and 5-11 years), Reading and Writing for 
Children with Down Syndrome. Down Syndrome Issues and 
Information. 

www.dsei.org

Patricia Oelwein
Oelwein, P. (1995). Teaching Reading to Children with Down 
Syndrome, A Guide for Parents and Teachers. Bethesda, MD. 
Woodbine House.

Broun, L. and Oelwein, P. (2011). Literacy Skill Development for 
Students with special Learning Needs (Dude Publishing).
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Ask For Help

Website: www.dsfoc.org

Online Store: www.dsfoc.org/store

 Learning Program Email Group: 
thelearningprogram@yahoogroups.com

Email: info@dsfoc.org
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