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Senate to Consider Mandate on Farm Production Practices 
— Sen. Feinstein Introduces Legislation Allowing Big Government to Dictate Animal Care 

Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.) 
Friday, May 25, 2012, introduced 
legislation, The Egg Products 
Inspection Act Amendments of 2012 
(S. 3239), that has farmers and 
ranchers concerned about the future of 
their businesses. Sen. Feinstein’s 
measure is modeled after a similar bill 
(H.R. 3798) that was introduced by 
Rep. Kurt Schrader (D-Ore.) in the U.S 
House of Representatives earlier this 
year. The concerns about the 
precedence of federally mandated 
production practices have been raised 
by the National Cattlemen’s Beef 
Association, American Farm Bureau 
Federation, Egg Farmers of America, 
National Pork Producers Council and 
more.  
 

Specifically, S. 3239 and H.R. 3798 
would codify a controversial agreement 
between the United Egg Producers and 
the Humane Society of the United 
States, which would dictate exactly how 
eggs can be produced. The proponents 
of the legislation say it will advance 
animal welfare standards in the egg 
industry. NCBA Executive Director of 
Legislative Affairs has a different take 
on the legislation. 
 

“We fully support any and all science-
based advancements in animal welfare. 
However, a federal mandate is not 
needed to accomplish production 
practices that secure the wellbeing of 
livestock. This legislation is a one-size-
fits-all approach to animal welfare and 

is the wrong answer. In fact, the World 
Organization of Animal Health (OIE) 
has even acknowledged mandated 
animal production practices are not in 
the best interest of promoting true 
animal welfare because they cannot 
easily be adapted or updated for 
different farming models,” said Butts. 
“Prescriptive farming standards hinder 
efficient modifications as new science 
becomes available.” 
 

Butts said a better approach to animal 
welfare is demonstrated by programs 
such as the Beef Quality Assurance 
program and the Cattle Industry’s 
Guidelines for the Care and Handling of 
Cattle. She said these programs are 
updated regularly as new science 
becomes available to meet the needs 
of the very diverse U.S. beef cattle 
community. These voluntary programs 
set guidelines for raising healthy cattle 
and provide hands-on training. 
 

“For decades, cattlemen and women 
have worked with veterinarians, cattle 
health and well-being experts, 
universities and with each other to 
develop science-based, voluntary 
animal care programs,” she said.  
 

Tom Talbot, a veterinarian and 
California cattleman, echoed the beef 
cattle community’s commitment to 
adhering to stringent animal welfare 
standards put in place by experts. He 
said despite challenges cattle 

producers face, raising healthy cattle is 
and always has been a top priority.   
 

“The U.S. beef industry has changed 
through the years, but the one thing 
that remains the same is our 
commitment to raising healthy cattle 
and providing our animals the best care 
possible,” said Talbot, who is also 
chairman of NCBA’s Cattle Health and 
Well-Being Committee. “NCBA’s Cattle 
Health and Wellbeing Committee rely 
on the latest information from 
government officials, veterinarians and 
cattle health experts to ensure our 
policies reflect the latest science and 
ensure effective cattle care practices 
on cattle operations throughout the 
country.” 
 

Talbot looks forward to the opportunity 
to work with Congress to reduce 
burdens on farm and ranch families 
responsible for providing food for 
consumers around the world. He said 
this “out-of-touch” legislation is 
“dangerous” and will only cripple 
farmers’ and ranchers’ ability to provide 
an affordable and healthy food supply.  
 

“Instead of mandating production 
practices and increasing regulatory 
burdens on America’s farmers and 
ranchers, we urge all U.S. Senators to 
reject this legislation and to work with 
food producers to enable them to 
continue raising the healthiest, safest 
and most wholesome food supply in the 
world.” 

mailto:mdeering@beef.org
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Legislative Watch 

H.R. 1259 / S. 2242 – Death Tax Repeal Permanency Act 
To fully and permanently repeal the estate tax. 
NCBA urges a YES vote on the Death Tax Repeal Permanency Act  
Key Sponsors:  Rep. Kevin Brady (R-Texas), Sen. John Thune (R-S.D.) 
  

S. 1129 / H.R. 4234 – Grazing Improvement Act 
To make improvements to the efficiency and stability of the federal lands grazing permit process.  
NCBA urges a YES vote on S. 1129 / H.R. 4234. Key Sponsors: Sen. John Barrasso (R-Wyo.), Rep. Raul Labrador (R-Idaho) 
 

S. 2245 / H.R. 4965 – Preserve the Waters of the United States Act 
To prevent the Environmental Protection Agency and the Army Corp of Engineers (Corps) from using their “guidance” document to 
expand their jurisdiction of waters under the Clean Water Act.  
NCBA urges a Yes vote on S. 2245. Key Sponsors:  Sens. John Barrasso (R-Wyo.), Dean Heller (R-Nev.), Jim Inhofe (R-Okla.) and Jeff 
Sessions (R-Ala.) and Reps. John Mica (R-Fla.), Nick Rahall (D-W.V.), Frank Lucas (R-Okla.) and Collin Peterson (D-Minn.) 
 

H.R. 5381 – Commonsense Legislative Exceptional Events Reforms Act of 2012 (CLEER Act) 
To amend the Clean Air Act to exempt exceptional event demonstrations, like dust storms, and for other purposes.  
NCBA urges a YES vote on the CLEER Act 
Key Sponsor:  Rep. Jeff Flake (R-Ariz.) 
               For a full list of legislation NCBA is monitoring click here.  

New on the Web 
Check out the Beltway Beef blog for inside perspectives on issues 
affecting U.S. cattlemen and women. You can sign up on the blog to 
receive an email when new information is posted. You can also follow 
us on Twitter, be a fan of us on Facebook, check out our latest photos 
on Flickr or watch video updates on our YouTube page. For audio, 

visit and subscribe to the Beltway Beef Podcast. You can also 
subscribe to our podcast on iTunes.  

NCBA Young Cattlemen’s Conference Underway 

Cattlemen work 365 days a year to provide wholesome and 
nutritious beef for a growing global population. However, they are 
seldom afforded the opportunity to see all segments of the beef 
industry from farm to fork. And few cattlemen get to walk the halls 
of Congress in Washington, D.C., advocating for 
commonsense, science-based policies and regulations.  
 

The National Cattlemen’s Beef Association (NCBA) long 
ago recognized the value in taking cattlemen out of their 
comfort zone and introducing them to all segments of the 
beef cattle community. In 1980, NCBA began what is 
called the Young Cattlemen’s Conference (YCC). Since 
that time, more than 1,000 young cattlemen and women 
have participated and gone on to become leaders in the 
industry.  
 

“This is a leadership opportunity like none other. The next 
generation of leaders in the beef cattle industry is exposed 
to all facets of this business. From the cow/calf operation 
to the feedlot to the grocery store, this leadership 
development program has it covered,” said NCBA 
President J.D. Alexander. “The program also gives 
cattlemen a firsthand look at how the commodity markets 
function and brings these young leaders face-to-face with 
their elected leaders on Capitol Hill.” 

YCC participants are nominated by NCBA affiliate organizations 
and are then reviewed by a selection committee. The YCC 10-day 
journey begins May 31 in Denver, Colo., and concludes June 8 in 
Washington, D.C.  

2011 YCC class pictured above in Washington, D.C.  

http://www.beefusa.org/legislativewatch.aspx
http://www.beltwaybeef.com/
http://twitter.com/#!/BeltwayBeef
http://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Beltway-Beef/160906327275652
http://www.flickr.com/photos/beltwaybeef
http://www.youtube.com/user/BeltwayBeef?feature=mhum#p/a/u/0/l83Z5d_BUGw
http://twaud.io/users/BeltwayBeef
http://twaud.io/users/BeltwayBeef
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 Time to Improve the Endangered Species Act 
By U.S. Representative Doc Hastings (R-Wash.) 
 

When the Endangered Species Act (ESA) 
was signed into law in 1973 by President 
Nixon, he spoke about the importance of 
preserving “the rich array of animal life with 
which our country has been blessed.” I 
believe that goal is as important today as it 
was back then. However, after nearly 40 
years, it’s time to take a fresh, honest look 
at the law and consider whether there are 
ways it could be improved to do a better job 
of protecting and recovering species. 
 

The House Natural Resources Committee, 
which I chair, has begun a series of 
hearings to review the ESA. The purpose of 
these efforts is to look for ways to update, 
improve and strengthen the law - not to turn 

back the clock to 1973, before the law was passed. Congress 
last renewed the ESA in 1988, which means it has been 24 
years since any substantial updates have been made. 
Clearly, Congress has failed to do its job. Even the most 
ardent supporters of the ESA should be able to agree that 
after two decades, there are ways to make the law more 
efficient and effective. By listening to citizens both affected by 
and interested in the ESA, the committee will conduct a fair 
and open assessment of both the law’s strengths and its 
weaknesses. 
 

There are five objectives that I think a review and update of 
the ESA should achieve. One, focus on species recovery. 
There are 1,391 domestic animal and plant species listed 
under the act. Of these, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(FWS) has declared just 20 species recovered. That 
represents only a 1 percent recovery rate. The law is failing 
to achieve its primary purpose of recovering endangered 
species. We must do better. 
 

Two, reduce ESA-related litigation. One of the greatest 
obstacles to the success of the ESA is the way in which it 
has become a tool for excessive litigation. Instead of focusing 
on recovering endangered species, there are groups that use 
the ESA as a way to bring hundreds of lawsuits against the 
government. In response, agencies have to spend time and 
resources addressing those lawsuits instead of focusing on 
species recovery. 
 
FWS Director Dan Ashe has testified that the agency spent 
more than 75 percent of its fiscal 2011 resource-

management allocation on court orders or settlement 
agreements resulting from litigation. He stated, “We fully 
agree with the concern that our resources are better spent on 
implementing the ESA than on litigation.” 

 

Three, ensure taxpayer dollars are spent wisely and 
efficiently. Hundreds of millions of taxpayer dollars are spent 
each year on endangered-species protection. In the face of 
trillion-dollar budget deficits, Congress has an obligation to 
ensure that money is spent appropriately to achieve the law’s 
intent - the recovery of species. Every dollar that is spent on 
court settlements and legal fees is a dollar that is not going to 
directly help endangered species. 

 

Four, base decisions on independently peer-reviewed 
science. Any decisions made on whether to list or delist a 
species should be based on sound science, not politics and 
not just because of lawsuits. Unfortunately, this is not often 
the case. For example, FWS has decided not to conduct a 
stock assessment for the Atlantic sturgeon before moving 
forward with a listing. How can it determine whether a 
species is endangered if federal bureaucrats don’t bother to 
count the size of the current population? Without this 
information, how will they ever be able to determine if the 
species is recovered? 

 

Five, make the law work for both species and people. The 
implementation of the ESA too often goes beyond the original 
intent of species recovery and is instead used to block and 
delay job-creating economic projects and activities. For 
example, a renewable-energy wind project in Washington 
state was abandoned because of the ESA’s overly 
burdensome regulatory process. The Radar Ridge project 
would have created up to 300 short-term jobs and provided a 
new source of renewable energy. But the project never went 
forward because of lengthy, costly and questionable 
restrictions under the ESA. We must be able to protect 
species without creating a bureaucracy that is so 
burdensome that it destroys economic activity and jobs. 

 

Updating the 24-year-old Endangered Species Act will help 
ensure that the law works better to recover endangered 
species. Congress can no longer kick the can down the road 
while millions of dollars are wasted on frivolous lawsuits, 
resources are diverted away from true species recovery, and 
jobs are lost due to regulatory red tape that does little, if 

anything, to protect species. 

Originally appeared in The Washington Times 
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Update 
On Wed., May 30, 2012, concerns regarding 
Europe and slower reported growth in China 
pushed the broader markets mostly lower. Live 
cattle futures contracts lost about $1.50/cwt. Feeder 
cattle futures traded more than $1.40/cwt. lower. 
The Chicago Mercantile Exchange reported the 
Feeder Index at $152.24/cwt., down $0.01. 
Wholesale beef continues to move higher with 
strong middle meat demand. Boxed beef cutout 
values advanced more than $1 higher, which is 
considerably strong coming out of the Memorial Day 
weekend. Grains traded mixed. Old crop corn 
futures fell about $0.03/bu. and new crop corn 
traded about $0.04/bu. higher. Soybean futures as 
well as Chicago and Kansas City wheat futures 
traded mixed. 
 

For recent market news and analysis, visit 

www.CattleFax.com.  

The National Cattlemen's Beef Association (NCBA) has represented America's cattle producers since 1898, preserving the heritage 
and strength of the industry through education and public policy.  As the largest association of cattle producers, NCBA works to create 
new markets and increase demand for beef.  Efforts are made possible through membership contributions. To join, contact NCBA at 1

-866-BEEF-USA or membership@beef.org. 

Don't Miss Out on NCBA's 

Cattlemen to Cattlemen!  
Don’t miss NCBA’s Cattlemen to Cattlemen June 5 -9. This episode 
includes a look at stories from Dow AgroSciences as they shed light 
on forage economics and improving forage quality for a better grazing 
experience. 
 

NCBA's Cattlemen to Cattlemen debuts each Tuesday at 8:30 
p.m. The show also airs Wednesday at 10:30 a.m. and on Saturday 
at 9 a.m. (all times are Eastern). Don't forget that you can also watch 
NCBA's Cattlemen to Cattlemen online anytime by visiting our 
website. Follow us on Twitter and become a fan on Facebook. 
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Your NCBA 
Registration Open for 2012 Cattle Industry Summer Conference:   Register today to attend the 2012 Cattle Industry Summer Conference 
July 25-28 in Denver, Colo. At this meeting, cattlemen and women discuss policy priorities and lay the framework for policy decisions at the 
annual convention. Click here to register to attend the 2012 Cattle Industry Summer Conference.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
NCBA Extends Deadline for Fall Internship Applications 

 

The NCBA government affairs office in Washington, D.C., is currently looking to hire public policy interns for fall 2012. 
NCBA offers a unique internship for students interested in the beef industry and federal policy. Interns will have the 
opportunity to engage with NCBA staff on several fronts including policy, communications and membership. Interns will 
work closely with the lobbying and regulatory teams to advance policies important to the beef industry. Click here for 
more information and to download the application. Applications are due by June 15, 2012.  
 
The full-time internship will begin Sept. 10, 2012 through Dec. 14, 2012. To apply, interested college juniors, seniors or 
graduate students should submit the application, a college transcript, two letters of recommendation and a resume to 
internship@beef.org. 

http://www.CattleFax.com
mailto:membership@beef.org
http://www.cattlementocattlemen.org/
http://www.cattlementocattlemen.org/
http://www.twitter.com/NCBAC2C
http://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/NCBAs-Cattlemen-to-Cattlemen/126774256829?ref=ts
http://www.beefusa.org/cattleindustrysummerconference.aspx
http://www.beefusa.org/ncbapublicpolicyinternship.aspx

