
 

 

 We believe we make a real contribution to our 

quality of life in Yakima.  We have captured the essence 

of that contribution by calling our two hundred thousand 

dollar capital campaign òRise to the Top.ó  Not only are 

we seeking to purchase the òTopó of Cowiche Mountain, 

we seek to òRiseó beyond expectations.  We seek to rise 

to the heights of Mount Rainier, and rise to regional and 

national recognition for our efforts.  We have a ten-year 

vision for knitting together our landownership around 

our trail network, restoring landscapes, building bridges 

and completing connections along the William O. Doug-

las Trail.  We are looking to you to rise with us as we 

build our organization today so we can rise to meet to-

morrowõs promise. 

 Join usñgive to our Rise to the Top Campaign, 

or make a gift to the future through our Cowiche Con-

servation Fund Endowment at the Yakima Valley Com-

munity Foundation. 

òRise to the Topó 

Mapping with Kristen Winter  

 This last summer, Cowiche Can-

yon Conservancy made an invaluable part-

nership with a young graduate student, 

Kristen Winter, working on her Master of 

Science in Resource Management from 

Central Washington University. 
 Kristen Winter worked 12 

hours over a 3 day period with photogra-

pher David Hagen, collecting data using a 

GPS (Global Positioning System) unit on 

both of our properties, Snow Mountain 

Ranch and Cowiche Canyon.  They fo-

cused on obtaining and tracking waypoints 

(features of interest and photo points) 

along the trails for use in creating maps of 

our properties. 
 These photo points matched to 

the GPS coordinates proved to be an 

amazing resource after the fire at Snow 

Mountain Ranch.  David Hagen was able 

to retrace their steps and take photos 

from the same points to create a before 

and after portfolio showing the fire dam-

age. 
 Kristen spent many more hours 

interpreting the data to produce the maps.   

Most of the records needed to create 

these maps were not available in digital form 

so Kristen had to obtain hard copy maps and 

aerial photographs which she was able to use 

in digitizing features such as roads and own-

ership boundaries ð this meant manually 

drawing all the features in the software pro-

gram! 
 òThe large scale maps display areas 

within the different CCC area for public 

recreation including hiking, mountain 

biking, and wildlife viewing.  Smaller 

scale maps were created that show 

major roads and highways to access the 

CCC lands.  These maps display infor-

mation such as ownership boundaries 

which can be used on an agency level 

for management decision making and 

planning,ó says Kristen, who is currently 

writing her thesis on the utilization of 

GIS (Geographic information system) as 

a tool for conflict resolution and stake-

holder collaboration in wildlife manage-

ment. 
 One of the highlights of col-

lecting the data, she said, was the tre-

mendous amount of wildlife she saw.  

òAn array of different birds and butter-

fly species, a snake, a marmot, and a 

little brown bat ð it was laying in the 

shade on the side of the trail hunting 

insects on the ground, because it 

seemed like it had a broken wing.ó  She 

graduates this spring and plans to pur-

sue a PhD and eventually become a 

Geography Professor.   
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 Our twenty fifth anniversary year, and my first year, has flown by in a colorful swirl of 

events.  The Cowiche Canyon Conservancy Board and staff thank you for contributing your 

financial and volunteer support this last year.  The main take-home message for me throughout 

the year has been how much our community cares about the value we offer.  You should take 

great pride in making it all possible.  It is you, our members and donors, volunteers and sup-

porting businesses, that give our community one of the best free things to do here: venturing 

outside in a beautiful place among wild birds and animals, flowing streams, woodland groves, 

and following pathways through the aromatic sagelands of Cowiche Canyon and Cowiche 

Mountain.   

 The theme for our twenty fifth year was òCowiche Canyon Rocks!ó, and our inaugu-

ral birthday party event did indeed rock the Canyon.   Our President, Curtis Sundquist, gave us 

our theme for what will become our annual birthday party event: óCowiche Canyon Rocks 

On!ó  We look forward to seeing you all again at the Tasting Room Yakima next April 17 to 

celebrate our twenty sixth year.   

 This dramatic and game-changing year is coming to a close.  I would like to pass along 

the essential ingredients of 2010 as experienced by the Cowiche Canyon Conservancy.  Given 

the time of year, you may recognize the tune that belongs to the following epic verse (hint: 

òThe Twelve Days ofé.ó)  : 

Yearõs End Greetings to allñ from the Executive Director  
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 In the First Month of this Year, the Canyon brought to meé 

Sleeping lizards in the rocky scree  

In the Second Month of this Year, the Canyon brought to meé 

 Board members, two  

And sleeping lizards in the rocky scree  

In the Third Month of this year, the Canyon brought to me 

 Three kinds of sagebrush , 

 Board members, two 

 And stirring lizards in the rocky scree  

In the fourth month of this year, the Canyon brought to me 

 Rockinõ Canyon Party,  

Three kinds of sagebrush, Board members, two 

 And sluggish lizards on the rocky scree  

In the fifth month of this year, the Canyon brought to me 

 PULLING LOTS OF WEEDS!  

Rockinõ Canyon Party, Three kinds of sagebrush, Board members, two 

 And lively lizards on the rocky scree  

In the sixth month of this year, the Canyon brought to me 

Our new endowment  

PULLING LOTS OF WEEDS!  Rockinõ Canyon Party, Three kinds of sagebrush, Board members, two 

And leapinõ lizards on the rocky scree 

In the seventh month of this year the Canyon brought to me 

Cowiche Mountain Fire  

Our new endowment, PULLING LOTS OF WEEDS! Rockinõ Canyon Party, Three kinds of sagebrush, Board members, two 

 And racing lizards on the rocky scree  

In the eighth month of this year the Canyon brought to me 

New Docent Program  

Cowiche Mountain Fire, Our new endowment, PULLING LOTS OF WEEDS!..Rockinõ Canyon Party, Three kinds of sagebrush, Board members, two 

 And torpid lizards under the rocky scree  

In the ninth month of this year the Canyon brought to me 

 Green sprouts a -growinõ 

New Docent Program, Cowiche Mountain Fire,Our new endowment, PULLING LOTS OF WEEDS!...Rockinõ Canyon Party, Three kinds of sagebrush, Board 

members, two 

 And fattened lizards on the rocky scree  

In the tenth month of this year, the Canyon brought to me 

 Fall Colors Tour  

Green sprouts a-growinõ, New Docent Program, Cowiche Mountain Fire, Our new endowment, PULLING LOTS OF WEEDS!...Rockinõ Canyon Party, Three 

kinds of sagebrush, Board members, two 

 And sluggish lizards on the rocky  scree  

In the eleventh month of this year the Canyon brought to me 

 Volunteers out working  

Fall Colors Tour, Green sprouts a-growinõ, New Docent Program, Cowiche Mountain Fire, Our new endowment, PULLING 

LOTS OF WEEDS!...Rockinõ Canyon Party, Three kinds of sagebrush, Board members, two 

 And sleeping lizards in the rocky scree  

In the twelth month of this year the Canyon gave to me 

 Lift -off for the next twelve  

Volunteers out seeding, Fall Colors Tour, Green sprouts a-growinõ, New Docent Program, Cowiche Mountain Fire, Our new endowment, PULLING LOTS OF 

WEEDS!...Rockinõ Canyon Party, Three kinds of sagebrush, Board members, two 

 And sleeping lizards in the rocky scree  

Go out and enjoy itñitõs on us! 

Betsy Bloomfield, Executive Director 



 

 

A Job Well Done  
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On November 6th, a group of 

intrepid volunteers òhit the slopesó of 

Snow Mtn. Ranch with rakes, seeders, 

200 pounds of native grass seed, and 

plenty of hope.   The July fire torched 

large sections of this shrub-steppe habi-

tat leading up to Cowiche Mountain but 

autumn brought the right weather to 

start restoration. 
Work on the project began in 

September as staff and skilled volunteers 

focused on a òneeds inventoryóñ

identification of the most critical burn 

areas.  The most vulnerable areas were 

the sites where big sage and bitterbrush 

stands had crowded out the grass under-

story.  These sites burn with a lot of 

intensity, and with few perennial grasses 

to re-sprout, nothing but cheat grass 

comes back.  Erosion in exposed gullies, 

areas of higher use, and high potential for 

spread of weeds guided our site selection 

for reseeding.  Ted Gamlem and John 

Rothenbueler put in many hours walking 

the burned areas in order to establish 

GPS coordinates for 8 different sites.    

All of these parcels could be accessed via 

the 3.7 mile Bench Loop Trail. 
The Department of Fish and 

Wildlife provided us 200 lbs. of native 

bunch grass seed as part of a larger grant 

for post-fire restoration from the Rocky 

Mountain Elk Foundation.  The Depart-

ment of Fish and Wildlife  also provided 

seed spreaders, while the CCC provided 

a work-crew made up of board mem-

bers, docents, staff and outstanding vol-

unteers to seed these designated burn 

areas.   

The day began with a ôSeeding 

101 Lessonõ taught by restoration con-

tractor, Rex Schenck.   Armed with 

rakes and some backpacks holding both 

seed and lunch, the crew divided into 

smaller groups to hike to the high burn 

areas.   Along the way we gathered seed 

heads from healthy sage plants in order 

to incorporate them into our plots.   The 

experience was often frustrating for it 

was not easy to rake-in the seed on 

these acres of rough ground with rocks 

and burned plant material.  In addition, 

there were many steep slopes that re-

quired the creation of òrock terracesó to 

create flat spaces to hold the seed.   

Despite cloudy skies, the rain held off 

and spirits were high as the volunteers 

stayed on task and got the job done.  For 

some it was a very long but very produc-

tive day that will be remembered long 

after the sore backs and blistered hands 

are gone.   
The CCC will continue to 

monitor these sites to see what happens.  

We designed the sites so we could ob-

serve how different planting techniques 

and field conditions affect the seeding 

success.  These first few sites, adding up 

to about ten acres of focused work rep-

resent only a small fraction of the area 

burned, but they are critical areas to get 

an early grass community going again.  

This was just the beginning of what will 

be a long term restoration program at 

Snow Mountain Ranch, and the results 

from this first effort will give us informa-

tion for future projects.   

 

òAlong the way we gathered 

seed heads from healthy sage 

plants in order to 

incorporate them into our 

plots.ó   

Volunteers poring over the restoration plans 

Cowiche Canyon Rocks! Art Exhibit  

 What do you get when you cross conservationists and art-

ists?  The Cowiche Canyon Rocks! art exhibit at the Allied Arts Cen-

ter.  Juried by Seattle gallery owner Gail Gibson, the September-October 

exhibit held at Allied Arts of Yakima featured artwork inspired by the 

Cowiche Canyon Conservancy.  With jewelry, sculpture, paintings, and 

pottery and other media 33 artistsõ works were 'rockin'.  òFree Spaceó 

provided music at the lively opening.  Sponsors included Humanities 

Washington, LeMaster & Daniels, Anne & Steve Caffrey, Sharon & Craig 

Campbell, Cindy & Dave Hargreaves, South Central Washington Re-

sources & Development Council and Gilbert Cellars.  Meg Gilbert hung 

the exhibit, with help from Laura Rankin.  Lindsey Merrill, Shelli McDonald 

and Jessica Moskwa of AA were a big part of the effort, as were Betsy 

Bloomfield and Colleda Monick of CCC. Barb Smith Gilbert (a former 

interim director of both CCC and AA) coordinated the show.  The cross-

breeding proved fruitful, with money raised going to CCC, AA as 

well as to the artists. 

Artwork on display 



 

 

 In the fall of 2008, 

David Hagen, a CCC board 

member, photographer, and 

volunteer extraordinaire, was 

out hiking at Snow Mountain 

Ranch developing layouts for 

possible trails when he stumbled 

upon a spectacular vantage 

point. 
 òI included the over-

look [trail] because it had such a 

great view of the floodplain por-

tion of the ranch as well as back 

to Cowiche Mountain,ó said 

David who submitted plans for 

the Snow Mountain Ranch trail 

system to the board in the 

spring of 2009. 
 Working with veteran 

volunteer Mike Hiler and Zac 

Clausing, a student volunteer, 

they laid out the Riparian Over-

look trail to minimize possible 

erosion and maximize hiker in-

terest.  The trail plan was then 

reviewed and edited by USFS 

Wilderness Ranger Barry Dona-

hue and Leavenworth Trails 

Specialist Rich Haydon. 
  The trail itself is com-

posed of five gentle climbing turn 

sections, which wind back and 

forth across a northeast slope.  

The overall climb of the trail is 400 

vertical feet and the trail segments 

equal a total of 1,360 feet, all side 

hill and all climbing on a grade be-

tween 1% and 4%, averaging 3% 

overall.  The trail was designed to 

have a òramblingó nature within 

the gentle climbing arches to pro-

vide visual variety, present shrub 

steppe features, and avoid the 

drainage problems and user bore-

dom in a natural way which blends 

with and en-

hances (but 

doesnõt take 

away) from the 

natural setting. 
 Work-

ing with volun-

teers on two 

separate occa-

sions, they were 

almost able to 

complete the 

trail which will 

be available to 

hike on by late spring or early 

summer 2011, with final comple-

tion of the trail slated for early 

spring of 2011.  David has hopes 

to see a couple of benches at the 

top of the trail for people to sit 

and enjoy the view. 
 
[A special thanks to the crew who 

helped build the trail:  Betsy Bloom-

field, Zac Clausing, Leah Deal, Ali, 

Fitzherald, David Hagen, Rich Haydon, 

Mike Hiler, Erin Hollingbery, Colleda 

Monick, The Moore Family, Mary and 

John Place, Karen Stotsenberg, and 

Stephanie Weise] 

Creek, eventually curving around to 

meet the old service road coming 

down from Cowiche Mill Road at the 

west end of the Ranch property.  The 

first graphite trail marker is here & 

directs you up the service road al-

most to Cowiche Mill Road, where 

three more graphites direct you back 

to the SMR parking lot to complete 

the loop.  For those who are inter-

ested in a good view of a beaver dam, 

walk straight back to the creek from 

the first graphite marker and look 

upstream. 

 At the work party on 

Oct 2 to prepare Snow Mtn Ranch 

for the Fall Color Fest Open 

House on Oct 23, Board member 

David Hagen, along with volunteer 

Richard Drew, placed 4 graphite 

trail markers along the Garry Oak 

Trail to assist hikers in following 

the loop as shown on the trail 

map.  Board president, Curtis 

Sundquist, subsequently mowed 

most of the route.  From the trail 

sign just across the small irrigation 

ditch near the SMR parking lot, the 

trail goes down the open area 

between the oaks & Cowiche 

The Construction of the Riparian Overlook Trail  

Graphite Trail Markers Placed along the Garry Oak Trail  

Page 4 COWICHE CANYON COLUMNS  

Crew working on the Riparian Overlook Trail.   
Pictured from far right: Leah Deal, Colleda Monick, 

Mike Hiler and Ali Fitzherald.  Photo by David Hagen 

Beaver Dam, South Fork Cowiche Creek.  

Photo by David Hagen 



 

 

STEELHEAD & COHO SALMON  

added to the salmon 

genus, Oncorhynchus, 

from the trout genus, 

Salmo. Also, the scien-

tific name of steelhead 

changed from Salmo 

gairdneri to Oncorhyn-

chus mykiss.  

Coho eggs are depos-

ited into gravel in the 

fall.  They emerge from 

the gravel the next 

spring, and in their sec-

ond spring go to sea, 

Salmon species have 

adapted to use virtually 

every part of every 

stream in the north-

west.  

Steelhead and rainbow 

trout are the same spe-

cies of fish; rainbow are 

the freshwater form, 

and steelhead are the 

ocean form.   

Steelhead and cutthroat 

trout were recently 

about 18 months after 

being deposited.  

Steelhead fry emerge 

from the gravel in sum-

mer and generally rear 

for two or three years 

in freshwater, occasion-

ally one or four years, 

depending on the pro-

ductivity of the stream.  

(Dept of Fish and Wildlife) 

WILDLIFE CORNER     

FUN FACTS:  

Finding steelhead in Cowiche Creek 

tion.  The removal of these 

barriers accompanied by native 

plantings and CCCõs weed 

management have created a 

healthier riparian zone and 

creek. 
 òMother Nature 

takes care of itself with a little 

bit of help,ó said Jennifer Scott, 

a Department of Fish and Wild-

life biologist.  òWeõve had a 

high survival rate on the coho 

smolts (juveniles preparing for 

their saltwater life stage) weõve 

been releasing upstream; this is 

all tied to how much healthier 

the creek is now.ó 
 Thanks to the ongo-

ing efforts of CCC, Dept. of 

Fish & Wildlife, the work of 

many dedicated volunteers, and 

the Salmon Recovery Funding 

Board, we are starting to see a 

healthier creek. 

 In April of 2010, De-

partment of Fish and Wildlife 

surveyors made an exciting 

discovery in the Cowiche 

Creek bordering Snow Moun-

tain ranché10 steelhead redds 

(egg nests) and 3 adult steel-

head! 
 When Snow Moun-

tain Ranch was purchased in 

2005, diversions set up to pro-

vide irrigation water to the 

ranch were taken down along 

with fish passage barriers 

blocking upstream fish migra-

Largest 

recorded 

steelhead 

ever caught 

was 42 

pounds and 

2 ounces! 

Largest 

recorded 

coho ever 

caught was 

31 pounds! 
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Let us thank you at our annual membership wine and cheese party. 

 

December 15
th
, 2010 

5:00 ð 7:00 PM 

Gilbert Cellars Tasting Room | 5 N. Front Street 

 

 

*Members of Cowiche Canyon Conservancy get a free glass of wine.  Bring a 

friend, sign them up, and theyõll get one too! 

Membership Party 
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òCowiche Canyon Rocks On!ó 

 

òCowiche Canyon Rocks!ó was so much fun we decided to 

 
òRock On!ó 

 
Join us on April 17 th, 2011  

Tasting Room Yakima at Wilridge Vineyard  
after our annual Earth Day Hikes  

 
*more information to follow  

UPCOMING EVENTS  

Cowiche Canyon Conservancy now has DOCENTS! 

 
òA docent for Cowiche Canyon Conservancy is a volunteer who 

represents the Conservancy by communicating our mission to the 

general public.  Docents will participate in various forms of out-

reach, both on and off Conservancy property with the aim of 

sharing our mission of conservancy and nature education, and 

promoting the recreational use of CCC properties.ó 

 
Docents: Leah Deal, Martha Effler, Jim Fitch, David Hagen, Judith 

Kjellman, Jerry Kobes, Becky Lang-Boyd, Susan Maza, Amy 

Halvorson Miller, Kim Nordberg, Jim Pinnell, Herb Schmidt, Ken 

Tolonen, Bob Wahl, Leslie Wahl, Stephanie Weise, Dick Wiehl, 

Laura Willett, and Ann Willis. 

Photo: Docents Susan Maza and Jim Pinnell help out at our Fall 

Colors and Trails Dedication Celebration.  Cutting the ribbon is 

CCC president, Curtis Sundquist. 


