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“ROLL”Model

Kailin Bryant Kelderman, of Reno, 
Nevada, is in many ways a typical high 
school sophomore. She enjoys spending 
time with her friends, hiking, and 
watching Youtube videos. She travels 
with her family and volunteers for a non-
profit organization. What’s not so typical 
about her is that at age seventeen, she’s 
a small business owner and dichroic 
glass fusion artist. In 2011, she received 
a Special Mention for the Reno Gazette 
Journal’s entrepreneur of the Year. KK, as 
she commonly goes by, is a strong self 
advocate living with down Syndrome. 
Her spirit is reflected in her work, where 
her uncanny eye for color and depth  
of feeling gives rise to beautiful, 
imaginative jewelry. 

KK’s whole family participates in the 
microenterprise, Kelderman Klassy 
Glass. KK selects and cleans the glass, 
assembles the layers, and fires the 
piece in the kiln. After the tile is fired, 
her parents, Mary and Bill, cut it into 
small pieces which become pendants, 
earrings, and brooches. KK’s sister, eilish, 
15, helps with the marketing, sets up 
the booth displays at shows, and will 
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is invested in this new venture, and proceeds 
from jewelry sales go back into the business or 
savings for the two girls.

KK is enrolled in the Nevada prepaid tuition 
program and plans to attend college. She’s 
considering design school or perhaps theater. 
This past december, she appeared in McQueen 
High School’s rendition of Shakespeare’s Much 
Ado About Nothing. She believes in herself 
thanks to a family that believes in her as well.

The Keldermans consider themselves greatly 
blessed. They’ve created a business where each 
person’s individual interests are fostered and 
respected, and the gifts and abilities of each can 
shine. Their love for one another is reflected in 
the jewelry they create, rich and vivid and bright.

soon be updating the website. The family’s love of 
creating art has brought this tightly-knit family even 
closer together.

The family’s journey started with Mary taking a 
community art class in glass fusion, followed 
by more classes for her, and next, KK’s dad Bill. 
After her parents were hooked, KK wanted to try. 
Soon, she too was attending glass fusion classes 
with eilish. Three years ago the family launched 
the business. Their first jewelry showing at the 
2009 - 2010 National down Syndrome Congress’ 
conference in Sacramento was overwhelmingly 
successful. They continued marketing their art 
at craft shows, area stores and down Syndrome 
and disability conventions. Finally, a year ago, 
they established an official sales presence on 
the web. What is KK’s advice to other would-be 
entrepreneurs? “Business is fun. Have fun. do the 
best you can do.”

Mary works at the Nevada Center for excellence in 
disabilities at the University of Nevada Reno. She 
and Bill saw the potential for KK to make a future in 
selling her art, and made the investment to turn the 
family’s back porch into a glass studio. “It’s a very 
different life,” Mary says, “than the one we were 
living before Kailin was born. Back then we both 
worked in gaming… lots of hours. Then we had her 
and our priorities changed.” Now, the whole family 

Business is fun. 
Have fun. Do the 
best you can do.
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For more information check out these links:

www.onestops.info/pdf/SelfemploymentCe1.pdf

www.abilitiesfund.org/resources/what_is_
microenterprise_microlending.php

THE NATIONAL DOWN SYNDROME SOCIETY
www.ndss.org

THE BUDDY WALK
www.buddywalk.org

THE NATIONAL DOWN SYNDROME CONGRESS
www.ndsccenter.org

Microenterprises are very 
small businesses that can 
offer people with and without 
disabilities added income, social 
opportunities and flexibility as 
an alternative or supplement to 
government benefits.

one of KK’s unique glass 
pendants by sending your 
name and address on a 
postcard to: 

Logan will select a 
postcard at random and 
the winner will be chosen 
March 1, 2012.
Thank you KK!

KLASSY GLASS CONTEST
c/o Logan Magazine
P.O. Box 48262 
Spokane, WA 99228-1262

ENTER TO WIN


