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RESEARCH 

http://www.jewishcamp.org/blog/?cat=35 
Philanthropy: Research shows that those who attend Jewish summer camp are among those most 
engaged in Jewish life. As educators, staff, and parents, we need to think about the values that we teach 
each summer, and how they prepare our campers for adulthood. 
 
From 2008 – 2010, the National Ramah Commission piloted collaborative teen philanthropy programs in 
six Ramah camps with the support of JTFN, all of which are in full force this summer. This year, building 
on the success of the Ramah Philanthropic Initiative, four more residential camps from across the field 
of Jewish camping are piloting their own teen philanthropy programs with JTFN’s help. 
 
These programs work because the core lessons of teen philanthropy can be molded to complement any 
environment. Each of the participating camps has found the program flexible and ready to integrate 
with their core educational goals. 
 
Strong adult Jewish engagement:   
http://www.thejewishweek.com/news/international/summer_camp_impact_seen_high_new_study 
A just-released report — the most comprehensive analysis so far of the impact of Jewish camp 
experiences — offers the strongest evidence yet that a summer of bug juice, fresh air and color war 
leads to significantly stronger adult Jewish engagement. 
 
While there have long been many anecdotal and other reports about the life-changing and positive 
effects of Jewish camps, this study, commissioned by the Foundation for Jewish Camp and led by 
sociologist Steven M. Cohen, is the first to employ a “regression analysis” that statistically controls for 
influences other than Jewish camp, such as prior Jewish education and family background, on a person’s 
adult behavior and determine the camp-related effect. 
 
http://www.examiner.com/article/new-research-shows-jewish-camp-has-long-term-effect-on-
engagement 
Professor Steven M. Cohen led an esteemed research team responsible for these new findings utilizing 
data collected by some of the premier Jewish social scientists of our time. The study compares the 
Jewish behaviors of adults who had attended Jewish camp as children with those of adults who did not, 
and controls for factors involving Jewish education and upbringing. Ultimately, the report reveals that 
the childhood camp experience significantly impacts adult Jewish practices and commitments, and instills 
a sense of belonging to a larger Jewish community.  
As adults, Jewish camp alumni are:  

• 45% more likely to attend synagogue monthly or more, raising their voice in song and prayer as 
a community; 

• 30% more likely to contribute to their local Jewish federation, demonstrating their care and 
solidarity for their fellow Jew as well as their feeling of being a part of a larger Jewish 
community;  

• 55% more likely to feel very emotionally attached to Israel, continuing a centuries-old 
relationship to the Jewish Homeland and a contemporary kinship with Jews world-wide; 
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• 37% more likely to light Shabbat candles, bringing Jewish tradition and ritual in their home and 
sharing it with friends and family.  

(as compared to adults who did not attend camp).  
 
AJFCA Canada report: 
Important role of Canadian Jewish social service agencies in this very critical work: 
Jewish social service agencies in Canada play their part in encouraging the children of their clients to 
attend Jewish day and overnight camps. Jewish Child and Family Service in Winnipeg fundraises 
specifically for the children in their care to be able to attend Jewish summer camps. In 2011 the agency 
spent about $25,000 for camping fees and related expenses for their foster children. Some of those 
funds are designated for one-to-one workers who help special needs children to have a successful camp 
experience. The agency will also assist clients to pay for camping equipment such as sleeping bags, 
paddles, etc. for children attending Jewish day camps. 
 
With generous funding from UJA Federation and some individual donors, JIAS Toronto sends over 100 
newcomer Jewish children and youth to summer day camp, many of whom would otherwise not be able 
to experience this gift of a lifetime. In Ontario, Hamilton Jewish Social Services process “camperships” 
for the local Jewish camp and UJA Federation reimburses the camp to cover the cost of the camperships. 
In Calgary, Jewish Family Service help children attend the Chabad camp with funds from private donors. 
Most Jewish camp goers in Calgary are subsidized by the Integrated Bursary Program 
(http://www.jewishcalgary.org/page.aspx?id=195413). The Community Services program at Jewish 
Family Services Edmonton has long served the function of assessing applicants for the Camp BB Riback 
and making recommendations to the camp director as to how much the family is able to pay.   
In Toronto, 330 children received camp subsidies in 2012 through Jewish Family & Child’s Summer Camp 
program. This number includes 47 one-on-one workers who support children with special needs.  
 
In addition to the obvious long-term benefits of children attending Jewish summer camps, there are 
short-terms benefits such as respite for parents with special needs children and the opportunity to 
spend time running, swimming, playing and learning in our gorgeous natural environment and getting 
healthy!  
 
The very real prospect of decreased funding for these essential program looms for all of us. Collectively, 
perhaps we can put out heads together and come up with some ideas to increase funding for these 
essential programs. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.jewishcalgary.org/page.aspx?id=195413

