
 

        
 

Responding to Urgent needs of Survivors of the Holocaust Act, or “RUSH Act”  

Legislation introduced to amend the Older Americans Act 

Last week, Senator Ben Cardin (D-MD) and Senator Mark Kirk (R-IL) introduced the 

Responding to Urgent needs of Survivors of the Holocaust (RUSH) Act (S. 3358), which aims to 

support programs that meet the urgent needs of aging Holocaust survivors. Although aging 

Holocaust survivors have needs similar to those of other older Americans, the consequences of 

premature or unnecessary institutionalization can be more severe for this community. This 

legislation would provide support for tens of thousands of Holocaust survivors by providing the 

services to allow them to age in their homes for as long as possible.  

Of the approximately 127,000 Holocaust survivors living in the Untied States today, three-

quarters are over the age of 75, two-thirds live alone and more than half fall below the poverty 

line. As Holocaust survivors continue to age, many are placed in institutionalized care. While 

these settings are beneficial for many people, for the survivor population this type of care can 

reintroduce the loss of privacy, loss of autonomy, and the loss of control into their lives. Reports 

have indicated that the sights, sounds, smells or practices of institutionalization, such as showers, 

can trigger residual psychological effects from experiences from the Holocaust. 

If passed, the RUSH Act would amend the existing Older Americans Act by adding Holocaust 

survivors to the list of groups that receive preference for services. It would designate a person 

within the Administration for Community Living as responsible for implementing services to 

Holocaust survivors, and establish a grant program for nonprofit organizations to increase and 

improve transportation services for Holocaust survivors. In addition to these crucial support 

services, the legislation would also amend the nutrition section of the Older Americans Act by 

requiring the provision of meals that meet dietary requirements based on religious, cultural or 

ethnic requirements for all seniors. 

In order to move this legislation forward, we ask for your assistance in contacting your Senators 

to urge them to support the passage of the RUSH Act.  

Contact Your Senators 

If your Senators are not yet cosponsors, please call their offices and express the following:  

 As your constituent, I urge you to cosponsor S. 3358, the RUSH Act.  

 Of the approximately 127,000 Holocaust survivors living in the United States today, 

three-quarters are over the age of 75, two-thirds live alone and more than half fall below 

the poverty line. 

 As Holocaust survivors continue to age, many are placed in institutionalized care, which 

results in a loss of privacy, control, autonomy and can generate psychological effects. 



 Please cosponsor this legislation, which would provide support and protect the dignity of 

these courageous individuals by allowing them to remain in the homes for as long as 

possible.   

 To cosponsor this bill, please contact Senator Ben Cardin at 202-224-4524 or Senator 

Mark Kirk at 202-224-2854.  Thank you so much for your support!   

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Shelley Rood, AJFCA Washington 

Director at shelley.rood@jewishfederations.org or 202-736-5880. 
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