
 
 

OLDER AMERICANS ACT (OAA) AMENDMENT 
 

Responding to Urgent needs of Survivors of the Holocaust (RUSH) Act  
 
The RUSH Act designates Holocaust survivors under the definition of “greatest social need” in 
the Older Americans Act.  This prioritizes services to some of the most vulnerable older 
Americans.  There are an estimated 120,000 Holocaust survivors in the U.S. and the most 
vulnerable population of Holocaust survivors are from countries of the former Soviet Union.  
These survivors who were re-victimized under communism report poorer health, very limited 
English, and cultural and social isolation, meeting all of the criteria of greatest social need.  
About half of the Holocaust survivors from the countries of the former Soviet Union fall at or 
below poverty. 
 
Aging Holocaust survivors have needs similar to those of other older Americans, but certain 
aspects of institutionalization can be more severe for Holocaust survivors.  Reports have 
indicated that the sights, sounds, and smells of institutions, such as showers, can trigger 
traumatic psychological effects.  In order to age in place, Holocaust survivors need access to 
many of the services under the Older Americans Act such as transportation and nutrition. 
 
Thousands of Holocaust survivors across North America are cared for by Jewish family service 
agencies.  The cost of caring for Holocaust survivors has risen in recent years because the needs 
have increased and the number of survivors needing care has increased.  These Holocaust 
survivors will need support in order to age in place.  
 
Additionally, the RUSH Act seeks to enable funding for congregate and home-delivered meals 
that may cost more due to health-related or other dietary needs based on religious, cultural or 
ethnic considerations to the maximum extent practicable.  This would help all order adults, not 
only Holocaust survivors, to access culturally appropriate, nutritious meals under the OAA. 
 

Please cosponsor the RUSH Act to help Holocaust survivors remain in their homes and 

communities as long as possible.   

 

House RUSH Act:   H.R. 2064 

Sponsors:  Rep. Debbie Wasserman Schultz (D-FL) and Rep. Ileana Ros-Lehtinen (R-FL) 
Staff Contact:  Dani Gilbert (Wasserman Schultz, x5-7931) and Eddy Acevedo (Ros-Lehtinen 
x5-3931) 

 

Senate RUSH Act:  S. 999 

Sponsors:  Sen. Ben Cardin (D-MD) and Sen. Mark Kirk (R-IL) 
Staff Contact:  Priscilla Ross (Cardin, x4-4524) and Cade Clurman (Kirk, x4-2854) 
 
For more information, please contact Shelley Rood at The Jewish Federations of North America and the Association 
of Jewish Family & Children’s Agencies at (202) 736-5880 or shelley.rood@jewishfederations.org. 



 
 

OLDER AMERICANS ACT (OAA) REAUTHORIZATION 
 

The Older Americans Act expired in 2011, although funding has continued with 

detrimental cuts from sequestration.  We call on Congress to reauthorize the Older 

Americans Act with sufficient funding to meet the needs of seniors. 

 

Close to 20 percent of American Jews are age 65 or older, compared with 13 percent of the 
general population, putting the issue of aging services high on the communal agenda.   The 
fastest growing demographic within the Jewish community is those over the age of 85.   
 
The Older Americans Act (OAA) improves the quality of life for seniors in need, and OAA 
funds pay for home and community-based services through Jewish Family Service agencies, 
Jewish Vocational Service agencies and Jewish Community Centers throughout the country.  
Jewish organizations provide services such as adult day care, case management, congregate and 
home-delivered meals, elder abuse prevention, family caregiver support, legal conservatorship, 
support groups and transportation.   
 
Priorities for OAA Reauthorization: 
 

• Include the RUSH Act to assist Holocaust survivors and all seniors with culturally 
appropriate meals. (See reverse page for details.) 
 

• Aging Services Demonstration Projects: Title IV of the OAA helps the country’s 
Aging Service Network to develop and carry out innovative demonstration projects to 
advance and sustain healthy, efficient and independent community-based aging.  Title IV 
enabled JFNA to launch, test and disseminate NORC-Supportive Services Programs, the 
Community Innovations for Aging in Place Program (CIAIP) and Family Caregiver 
Support Projects. Title IV should be reauthorized at a minimum annual appropriation of 
$20 million, of which $5 million should be directed to the CIAIP demonstrations.  
 

• Caregiver Support: Approximately 44 million Americans provide an estimated $375 
billion per year in unpaid care to a family member or friend with an illness or disability.  
While caregiving can be a fulfilling experience, many caregivers pay a high price 
physically, socially, emotionally and financially.  The OAA should reauthorize the 
National Family Caregiver Support program at $250 million per year and allow agencies 
to service older adults who are providing care to adult children with disabilities.   

 

• The Senior Community Service Employment Program: Title V of the OAA is the 
only federal job training program that explicitly serves low-income adults, age 55 years 
and older. It advances economic self-sufficiency through employment, training and job 
placement; and promotes useful opportunities for community service activities through 
community service employment partnerships. The OAA should continue to authorize this 
program at $825 million and funds should be appropriated at that level. 


