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First Person 

A Conversation with Tony 

 
     Where are you from? I was raised in 

Washington, DC till about 14 years old, then my 

family moved to Landover. Growing up I was a 

bad kid, always fighting and carrying on. I got into 

boxing for six-and-a-half years – two-time Golden 

Glove – till I was 19 or 20 and decided I didn’t 

want to do it anymore. 

     Why not?  I felt bad beating on somebody so I 

left. I went ahead and finished my education, 

played football in high school four years and after 

that went into dog and cat grooming. Around 19, I 

got into a lot of bad stuff, selling drugs, staying 

out late. I’d gotten into some trouble and my Mom 

didn’t want me in the house so I learned how to 

survive on my own for a whole year because I had 

to prove to her that I didn’t want to be in that 

lifestyle. I lived in the woods in a tent. I did things 

to make money. I didn’t steal or beat people up 

and take their money. I just knew how to maintain 

myself. 

     Why did you go a different way?  (laughs) I 

didn’t want to follow the right crowd. I just 

wanted to see what the other way would offer me 

to try and make a short cut around them but all it 

did was bring me straight on down. They went up 

and I went down. But I’m up with everybody else 

now. 

     What was it like to find yourself without a 

place to live?  Alone. Scared. Because you  never 

know what could happen. You can’t just go 

around and trust anybody or everybody. You don’t 

know who your friends are. Who are your friends? 

When I sat down and talked to somebody about 

that, the person told me the only real friend you 

have is God so I took that and run with it. I said, 

well, that is true. Spiritually-wise God is your only 

main friend. And your second choice of friends is 

your Mom and Dad. 

     What did you mean by “maintain yourself”? 
Meaning that you’ve got to humble yourself to try 

to get back on the right track. Like say you’re out 

in the woods and have nothing to do. You’re 

     I have a problem with how the country is 

treating the homeless problem. With all the 

money we spend on the rest of the world we have 

forgotten our own world – the USA. 

     Mr. President, Members of Congress, let’s 

tackle this problem. 

     Most of the homeless are Americans and I 

think they should be treated a little better! We 

have the money and the resources so let’s help the 

people who really need the help! The homeless! 

     Let’s bring back the blue collar jobs! We need 

more affordable housing. And let’s make health 

care for all Americans. Let’s stop playing games 

and get this done. � 
 

Continued on page 4 

Editorial 

Let’s Take Care of the Homeless  
By Joe D. 
 

                                          

     The Day Center friends would like to extend 

our deepest condolences to the St. Peter’s 

Episcopal Church community during this 

enormously difficult time. Our sadness is 

compounded by the fact that it was a homeless 

person who perpetrated this tragedy. We would 

also like to convey our enormous gratitude and 

appreciation for all you have done for us at the 

Day Center. You loved us well and we will miss 

you while you mourn and find your way. We hope 

you will return to us when you are ready. Our love, 

thoughts and prayers are with you. �   
 

From Our Hearts 
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“Thanks to all who worked so hard to make this such a successful event 

and to all those who support us.” -Anne, Rt. 1 Day Center 

 

 

Elkridge, May 5 – 221 runners (over twice the 105 in 2011) raised over $3600 in 
the Second Annual Hope for the Homeless 5K to benefit the Rt. 1 Day Center. 
 

News 
 

   Over $3600 Raised by 5K 

 Update on Rick 

May 22 – Rick was sentenced to 30 years in prison for his March convictions of 
first degree assault and second-degree murder of his girlfriend Pam in 2010. 
 
http://www.baltimoresun.com/explore/howard/news/crime/ph-ho-cf-rodola-sentence-

0524-20120522,0,5969239.story 

 

Day Center volunteer runners included 
Nancy and Kim, Micky, and Doretha. 

 
 

Original Expressions 

Untitled  By Denise 
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     About time there was something interesting to read 
that’s truthful and not out in left field. Need more stories 
like this! Good luck and change the name of the paper. 
 --Mike B. 
 
                                          � 
 
 

      Last month I submitted an article to the Homeless 
Gazette called "Where Will I End Up?" My goal was to 
give non-homeless people a window into homelessness 
through the eyes of a homeless man. When I read the 
article in its final form, I found it difficult to keep the 
tears from building up in my eyes. Mission 
accomplished! That was exactly the impression I 
wanted to relate. 
      My vice is not sociable, shootable or drinkable. My 
vice is relational. Admittedly, I never looked at my 
situation that way until I heard Pastor Jeremy say it. 
Once I heard it, I knew immediately that he was correct. 
Prior to that, I believed my current situation was the 
result of a bad decision and even worse judgment. Or I 
made a wrong turn somewhere. I stand corrected. 
      Thanks to all of you who read and felt my message. 
Thank you for allowing yourself to feel that which is a 
most uncomfortable human condition. If you support 
what the Homeless Gazette is doing, please show your 
support by participating or by offering small 
contributions that will be used to make copies so that 
this attempt to humanize the homeless will continue and 
make a difference in our community. Thank you from 
the bottom of my heart. God bless. --Michael D. 

  

Letters to the Editor 
(Where Will I End Up? By Michael, May 2012) 

Early Girls, Better Boys and Supersweet 100s. 

Those are the tomatoes. Cukes, zukes, sugar snap 

peas, green beans, corn, radishes, and several 

varieties of peppers. Those are the veggies. And 

Asian lettuce, Asian mint and a fig tree? Thanks, 

Nancy! Plus melons, strawberries and flowers. 

Season three is underway! An uninvited visitor 

ate our tender sunflower sprouts and our special 

tomato plant gifted from Doug. And something is 

munching on our strawberries (slugs?!). But we 

are undeterred. Randy, Steve and Ava are 

gardeners to be contended with. Come join us! � 

Garden Update 

 

Congratulations to Michael, Wayne, Bryant, 

Stacy, Brian and James on graduating from the 

12-month residential spiritual recovery program 

at the Helping Up Mission in Baltimore! 

Pastor Jeremy, who mentors and encourages 

the men through the program, had this to say: 

“This is a significant accomplishment that opens 

up a future that didn’t exist before. It’s not the 

end of the journey. It’s getting back to a healthy 

place to begin a journey where we can resume 

life, be productive, work, and love family and 

friends. Welcome to the beginning of the rest of 

your life!” � 

 

Special thanks to  

Almeida for her donation! 

 

 
 
   

  Willowbrook Painters 

  Art Show and Sale 

  Friday, June 1 from 5:30 to 8:00 pm  

  Saturday, June 2 from noon to 3:00 pm 

 

  Kittamaqundi Church 

  5410 Leaf Treader Way, Columbia, MD 

 

  10% of all proceeds from sales will be donated to the  
  Rt. 1 Day Resource Center 

Helping Up Mission Graduates 
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The Homeless Gazette meets Saturdays from 11:30 am to 12:30 

pm. We need your news, stories, poems, art, photographs, ideas 

and suggestions.  Drop off in the submissions box at the Rt. 1 

Day Center, email to homelessgazette@gmail.com, or see Ava, 

Gary, Jerry, Joe D., Mary or Sherri. 

 

To subscribe go to: http://rt1daycenter.wikispaces.com/thg and 

click “Subscribe Now!” 

 

Published by homeless persons and advocates for the homeless 

in Howard County and Laurel, MD. 

 

To make a contribution to offset printing costs see Ava or Mary 

at the Rt. 1 Day Center. Thank you, Nancy! 
 
Editorial Team: Ava, Gary, Jerry, Joe D., Mary, Sherri 
Contributors: Denise, Joe D., Michael, Mike, Tony 
Advisors: Anne, Joe W. 

 

bored. First thing that comes to mind is you might 

get yourself into trouble to get yourself off the 

streets. But jail is not a fun place to be or where 

you want to be. I’ve been arrested twice, basically 

for fighting, when I was 22 and 24, and I learned 

over the years to be friendly, respect people - older 

people, younger people. My parents and Grandma 

taught me a whole lot and now I try to keep 

myself calm, like when I’m out in society I don’t 

let things bother me. A lot of my homeless friends 

get to arguing and carrying on and I try to keep 

peace. Last week at Elizabeth House two guys 

were getting into it. I got in the middle to try to 

break them up. You got to keep peace. I want the 

world to be at peace. There’s too much drugs and 

killing and violence all over the world. If everyone 

could just come together and just have peace, the 

world would be a lot easier. 

     What’s the hardest thing about being 
homeless? It’s not easy, especially if you’re just 

starting out. Not having money. Not having a roof 

over your head if it rains or snows. You can’t take 

a shower. Can’t wash your clothes. Eating – 

you’ve got to worry about what you’re going to do 

about food. You’ve got to panhandle for money to 

get food. You have to lie to people – I need money 

for gas. It’s very hard. My soul, it just felt like, 

unused. Like, being homeless, your heart feels 

unused. It’s hurt. And you basically don’t really 

care about anything. That’s how life, you look at 

it. I knew some people who said, I don’t care 

anymore. I had one homeless friend I knew for a 

very long time. He got to a point that he didn’t 

care no more and he killed himself. He threw 

himself off a bridge. Climbed on the fence and 

jumped off. He said he was tired of life and he just 

gave up. 

     What is it like to live in the woods? It’s rough 

because you’ve got to get your tent set up. You’ve 

got to worry about wild animals eating your food. 

Raccoons and squirrels love getting into your 

food. If you have food you have to manage it, 

make yourself a little fire pit. Living in a camp, 

you didn’t feel right. Sleeping in the woods 

around other people, you didn’t know if someone 

might want to kill you or take your food or do 

anything. 

     What did you learn from being homeless? I 

learned that being homeless is not a place that you 

chose to be, but you don’t have to be there. From 

my experience I learned how to overcome it by 

putting my head together like, look, I don’t 

want to live like this. I have a long life ahead of 

me. I need to do something about this. So I started 

getting myself cleaned up, going to church. As I 

went to church more often, God was telling me, 

look, you have to revive yourself. The main word 

he said was get you a Bible. My Mom was telling 

me, you know what Bible stands for, right? I said, 

no. She said, Basic Instructions Before Leaving 

Earth. Once I got myself off the street and back to 

order, I started helping at the church I was going 

to, helping youth with all kinds of events and 

sharing with them how I overcame where I came 

from. I did a whole lot over the years, but now I 

live peacefully. I enjoy myself. I’ve got friends 

and I try to help people. � 

 

A Conversation with Tony, continued from page 1 

CLASSIFIEDS    Send ads to homelessgazette@gmail.com 

 
Wanted/Urgent:  Looking for an inexpensive, 

economical car.  Please talk to Ava about her budget if 

you might be able to help identify a suitable vehicle. 

 

Rhode Island Senate Passes  
Homeless Bill of Rights 

 

http://www.boston.com/news/local/rhode_island/ 

articles/2012/05/02/ri_senate_passes_homeless_ 

bill_of_rights 

 

 


