MOBILE APPS FOR ADULT Literacy
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Every day, more and more mobile device apps thahedp support adult
basic literacy programs come on the market. Anayeglay, adult basic educators
get further and further behind in the sophisticatese of the apps to promote their
programs and goals. The following list is desigt@dhake it just a little bit easier
for professional instructional staff in adult litecy programs, volunteer tutors in
such programs and the students and tutees whoib&poef their instruction to
find and use these new resources.

The list includes a separate category of apps Auhtlt Basic Education
(ABE) instructors can recommend and teach thedestis to use with young
children who are just beginning to develop literagylls on their own. Too many
adult literacy programs ignore the value of helpthgir students learn how to
teach others, young children among them, basialie skills — despite the fact
that research and experience demonstrate that btteedoest way to learn skills is
to teach it to somebody else. In fact, the basBomy Yen's literacy programs in
China under the Kuomintang in the early 20th ceytuas the “Each One Teach
One” principle, one of the greatest literacy-spreaglprograms of the 20th
century. We have also included, at the end, a waldist of financial literacy and
health literacy apps.

Recent statistics make it clear that more and nhmreincome people from
groups of recent immigrants to the United Statessgrending their hard-earned
money to purchase mobile devices despite theit higtgets, and many adult
literacy volunteer tutors are also acquiring thes®vices Adult basic educators
who allow themselves to get behind the curve icoshsring how these apps can
help support their volunteers and substantially@ase the time on task that their
students and tutees utilize in learning a basit ake likely to sustain the same
rates of failures and dropouts in programs thaté@&ecome the norm in so many
parts of the country.

Apps are listed from least to most expensive. idep are in US dollars.



A. READING SKILLS
1. Literacy Skills Samplethttp://itunes.apple.com/us/appl/literacy-skills-
sampler/id375422643?mt=B#
- What is it?An app that helps adults living independentlygoagnize basic words
and signs in a given social situation. These sanatrange from shopping to

identifying warning signs on the road. The app 8@sideos, and it can be
customized to the user’s needs.

How much is it#ree
Platforms:iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad. Requires iOS 4.2 or.late
Reviews:No reviews are available at this time.
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2. A+ 300+ Sight Wordghttp://itunes.apple.com/us/app/a-300-sight-wor@sHeo-
read/id304807272?7mt=3#

- What is it?This app teaches over 200 sight words, wordsateataught to be
recognized without sounding out. There are fixelg, and the words are
presented as flash cards and are pronounced.

How much is it%$0.99

Platforms:iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad. Requires iOS 2.0 or.late

Reviews:While one user finds the pronunciation “exaggetdtanother user
liked the simple interface and concept and was giap find a reading education
tool without cartoons and other components gearednd children only.”
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3. A+ English — Speak and Read + Audio Bo(ik#p://itunes.apple.com/us/app/a-
english-speak-read-audio/id338982960?m)=8#

What is it?This app is meant especially for ESL studentsatsd for those who
want more practice with their English reading skilThe app comes with 11
classic books (includingride and PrejudicendAlice’s Adventures in
Wonderlangl. Users can either play the books aloud and foldong, or record
themselves reading it and listen to the playback.
How much is it%1.99
Platforms:iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad. Requires iOS 3.0 or.late
Reviews:No reviews are available at this time.
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4. Free Books — 23,469 Classics for Less than a Coéfee
(http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/free-books-23-4@8sits/id317776727?mt=B#

- What is it?This app allows users to download over 23,000satas00ks and
store them for easy access on their devices. Boakslso be emailed to a
Kindle. A bookmark feature allows the reader toteetbook aside for later
reading. While the app itself is not “free,” onbe tapp is purchased, users
have free access to all of the titles. An integuetnection is required to
download, but after downloading, the books canuike@ up on the device
without a connection.

How much is it?%$1.99

Platforms:iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad. Requires iOS 4.0 or.late
Reviews:Users like the convenience this app offers. Asuser writes, it's
great to have “a book to read without having taycarpaperback in my
purse.”
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5. Spinout Blughttp://itunes.apple.com/us/app/spinout-blue/id3QRLB?mt=8¥
What is it?Spinout Blue comes with four stories designedeip lupper
primary, lower secondary and adult basic educattadents reinforce their
literacy skills. The stories are offered in thré@cllty levels; at the most
advanced level, students can “tap” blue-coloredwesds to read more
details about a certain word. The stories can ageol aloud, and each word is
highlighted as it is being read, so that the readerfollow along.
How much is it%$9.99
Platforms:iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad. Requires iOS 3.1.3ter.la
Reviews:No reviews available at this time.
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6. Splnout Redhttp://itunes.apple.com/us/app/spinout-red/id398TTE mt=8%
What is it?This app is another version of Spinout Blue (de®va), but with
four different stories.

How much is it%9.99
Platforms:iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad. Requires iOS 3.1.3 er.lat
Reviews:No reviews available at this time.




B. VOCABULARY-BUILDING

1. PowerVocab for GRE and GMAmttp://itunes.apple.com/us/app/powervocab-
lite/id413511368

What is it?This app helps users expand their English vocapwshile
designed for students preparing for college-ertapdardized tests, it can also
be used to improve general vocabulary skills. ajpye contains tests that self-
adjust to the user’s level; in practice sessioasheavord is introduced with
sound, synonyms, antonyms and an example sentence.

How much is it#ree

Platforms:iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad. Requires iOS 3.0 or.late

Reviews:A user writes that the app has a “very intuitieéup that repeats
missed words.”
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2. Words, Words, Words!
(http://market.android.com/details?id=com.socratichile.words&feature=related a

pp9

What is it?A word game that quizzes users on more than 2@d@swv
Features include audio, a scramble game, andiautijf level that increases
with the user’s developing skills.

How much is itZree
Platforms:Android




Reviews:Some users think that the words tested are atlaméntary” level,
but others find the app to be a useful tool wisiraple interface.
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3. Speedy Readéhttp://itunes.apple.com/us/app/speedy-
reader/id3884286507?mt=8&ign-mpt=u0%3D4#

What is it?This app is a reading game meant for childrenaahuts
(especially English language learners) who are imgrin their reading skills.
The game presents over 90 flashcards with wordsydsoand photographs
that match a certain environment. The app featior@sof these environments
— desert, jungle, ocean and space. The games nagyss with another
player or with the computer.
How much is it%2.99
Platforms:iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad. Requires iOS 3.0 or.late
Reviews:The reviews for the app praise its usefulnessragding tool. One
reviewer calls it “a perfect way to get your kideead start on reading and
memorization;” another says that the “images make&xcellent teaching
tools.”

C. GRAMMAR SKILLS

1. *FREE* Grammar Up(http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/free-grammar-
up/id299024911?mt=8#
What is it?This app tests grammar knowledge, based on war&placabulary
and the Test of English for International Commutiaa(TOEIC) exam. Topics
include noun word choice, verb tenses and prepositithey can be studied




individually or in a mixed mode. Test results shapvinstantly after taking the
test and are stored to track progress. Questi@ensaltiple choice, and users can
determine how many questions they want to seesingle test.

How much is it#ree

Platforms:iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad. Requires iOS 3.0 or.late

Reviews:While some users call the app “efficient,” othsay that it has mistakes.
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2. GrammarPrep: Subjects and Verfhgtp://itunes.apple.com/us/app/grammarprep-
subjects-verbs/id372370020?mt38#
What is it?A grammar tool that tutors and quizzes users bijest+verb
agreement. Intended to help college students dnlisavho want to improve

their grammar skills, it can be used for youngadshts and English language
learners as well.

How much is it%$3.99

Platforms:Android; iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad. Requires iOBd3.later.
Reviews:Some users feel that the app does not have eromngént to merit
the price, but others say it is an excellent gramaghthat can “help
thousands of people to fix their grammar issues.”
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3. Sentence Buildgfhttp://itunes.apple.com/us/app/sentence-
builder/id344378741?mt=8#
What is it?An app to teach grammatically-correct sentencestroation. A
spin wheel lets users put together sentences, whiking progress and
offering encouragement animations.
How much is it%$3.99




Platforms:iPhone, iPod Touch. Requires iOS 3.1.3 or l&#teseparate version
is available for iPadwhich requires iOS 3.2 or later.

Reviews:Parents and educators have praised Sentence Basldm effective
tool for teaching grammar and sentence construcOme teacher likes how
“it prompts students to keep trying” after mistakasother remarks that the
app has a good focus on connector words. Whil@pipes targeted to
elementary-aged children, educators who work with lspecial needs and
with adults say that it can be easily adapted ésdlgroups as well. Another
teacher noted that it was especially useful foltaduho cannot write legibly
or need to see a sentence written out before spgpéaki

D. SPELLING SKILS

1. Miss Spell’s Clas¢http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/miss-spells-
class/id308754739?mt=g#

- What is it?A word game app that tests spelling and defingiofhe player is
given a list of 20 words (taken from Dictionary.cerist of most commonly-
misspelled words) and must decide if each worgédled correctly or
incorrectly. For each word, players can read anttedn as well. This app
uses words taken from American English.

How much is it#ree

Platforms:Android; iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad. Requires iOBd3.later.
Reviews:Users like the interface and font options on #pgp, and find the
app a good tool for improving spelling skills.
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2. SpeIIMengh{http //market.android.com/details?id=com.applimesibelimeright
What is it?This app takes 500 words commonly found in newspap
scrambles them, and then lets the user unscraimae. fThe app gives hints,
including examples of the word in a sentence, tp tiee user.

How much is it#ree

Platforms:Android

Reviews:The reviews for the app are positive, with maniirggit
“educational” and “fun.”
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3. My Spell Test — The Custom Spelling Test Creator
(http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/my-spell-test-thstaon-
spelling/id370265535?mt=8#

What is it?This app allows users to create their own spelistg, either with
assigned words from class or with words they waractice. The user
enters a list of words, speaking and spelling aghevord as it is typed.
During the “test,” the user’s voice is played baahkd the user types in the
response. The results appear as soon as the fiesthed.

How much is it?%2.99

Platforms:iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad. Requires iOS 3.0 or.late
Reviews:Users say that this app is easy to use, althdugyle oes not seem
to be a way to delete old lists.
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4. SpellBoard(http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/spellboard/id39033Cmt=8%

- What is it?A tool to reinforce spelling skills by allowing &s to create their
own word lists and spelling quizzes in several lsages (English, French,
German, Japanese). The user enters a word, reter@gsonunciation and
assigns a difficulty level (1-12). Phrases maypbféded as well. The quiz
results can be tracked, and the quizzes themsedwvebe shared with other
users. SpellBoard Buddy, a separate app compatible wll iiFPod and
iPhone Touch, is available for $1;98does not allow users to create quizzes,
but they can download them from users with the deteprersion.

How much is it?%4.99

Platforms:iPad. Requires iOS 3.2 or later.

Reviews:Users say this app helps improve spelling skilid eonfidence,
especially since it allows students to “draw ot tvord on the screen. One
teacher comments that for her students, “it is likesstudying and more like
fun.”
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FINANCIAL LITERACY APPS

1. Financial Football(http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/financial-footbdB87111925?mt38
What is it?A “personal finance workout,” this app teaches mpomanagement
skills through football. Players must answer quiestions; for every correct
answer, they move down the field until they scof®achdown.” There are three
levels of difficulty.

How much is it#ree

Platforms:iPhone 3GS, iPhone 4, iPod ToucH ¢éhd 4" generations), iPad.
Requires iOS 3.0 or later. This game can be playdide for free on th€ractical
Money Skills website.

Reviews:A teacher says that this app is very useful infimancial literacy
classes — the students learn “the ins and ouisaride.”
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2. Practical Money Skills Calculatoréttp://itunes.apple.com/us/app/practical-money-
skills-calculators/id371167241?mt=8#

- What is it?This app teaches users how to calculate theinfies. It can be used
with all ages, and its topics include loans, maytga retirement savings and even
how to budget for the birth and care of a baby.

How much is it#ree

Platforms:iPhone, iPod Touch, iPhone. Requires iOS 3.11ater. The
calculators can also be accessed online for fraberactical Money Skills
website.

Reviews:Users write that this app is easy to use and fimiat for every citizen
that wants to avoid financial distress.”
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3. Math Cents(http /litunes.apple.com/us/app/mathcents/id34212988=8%
What is it?This app teaches users of all ages how to coudtWd currency. The
app is a timed game in which an amount of monelsiglayed, and the user must

identify the right coins to make up that amountobefthe clock runs out. Correct
answers earn the user a virtual coin!

How much is it%0.99
Platforms:iPhone, iPod Touch, iPhone. Requires iOS 2.0ter.la
Reviews:No reviews are available at this time.




4. Money Equivalencéhttp://itunes.apple.com/us/app/money-

equ|valence/|d375340581’)mt=)8#
What is it?This app teaches users how to identify the proparey (US currency)
needed for shopping and how to make change. IBbasdeos and forms lessons
based on the user’s need.
How much is it?$0.99
Platforms:iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad. Requires 4.2 or later.
Reviews:No reviews are available at this time.
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HEALTH LITERACY APPS

1. Fruits and Vegetableghttp://itunes.apple.com/us/app/fruits-vegetables-an
early/id396381032?mt=8&ign-mpt=u0%3D4#

What is it?This app teaches children about reading and dhatg and
vegetables at the same time. The child touchesiteaind is then shown and
played a sentence that tells whether it is a bud vegetable.
How much is it?$0.99
Platforms:iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad. Requires iOS 3.1 or.late
Reviews:One parent writes that his children love the sl that is “a
wonderful idea” for teaching reading and nutritmoncepts.
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2. Wheelbarrow Wilbufhttp://itunes.apple.com/us/app/wheelbarrow-

wilbur/id360020247?mt=8&ign-mpt=u0%3D}#

What is it?This app is a storybook that doubles as a lesadheimportance of
good eating habits and exercise. Children can tleadtory on their own, have it
played aloud to them, or listen to how each wongrounced on its own. A
recording feature lets them record and listen &ir thwn narration. Finally, word
and memory card games reinforce words from the $tobuild vocabulary.

How much is it%$0.99

Platforms:iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad. Requires iOS 3.1.2ter|
Reviews:Reviews call this a “wonderful story book.”

3. My Healthy Smilghttp://itunes.apple.com/us/app/my-healthy-smile3@874005?mt=8¢

What is it?This app walks children through a typical tripthe dentist’s, with text,
audio and images explaining the basic procedurée. topics include brushing
one’s teeth, eating healthy and getting braces.pfbéucers of this app also
market it towards children with autism or other eleymental disabilities, as the
topics can be used as “social scripts” to help th@mugh the processes.

How much is it?%$4.99

Platforms:iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad. Requires iOS 3.0 or.late




Reviews:Reviews for this app are positive; one noted iivatHealthy Smile “is
the right venue for this type of education.” Anatliser noted that while the app
is useful, it does not show many of the most conlgraeed dental tools.
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APPS THAT ADULT LITERACY LEARNERS CAN USE TO TEACHITERACY SKILLS
TO YOUNG CHILDREN

A. LETTER RECOGNITION/ALPHABET

1. Letters A to Zhttp://itunes.apple.com/us/app/letters-a-to-z-frivoe-

Iearn|nq/|d3071934747mt3;:8
What is it?A set of interactive flashcards that teach chiidiee alphabet. The
letters — which can be displayed in upper- or lewase form — come with
animations that play when the child taps the scréidre app reads aloud the
letter name and the phonetic sound used in a word.
How much is it?$0.99
Platforms:iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad. Requires iOS 3.1.3ter.l& separate
versionjust for the iPads also available; it requires iOS 3.2 or later.
Reviews:The reviews for Letters A to Z are positive. Tather of a toddler
with cerebral palsy says that it helps his daughtesual, oral and reading
skills. Other parents say that the app is woréhphce, and that their children
enjoy using it.
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2. Letter Tracer Preschool Letter Writing Praetic
(nttp /litunes.apple.com/us/appl/letter-tracer-prestietters/id312036740?mt¥8

What is it?This app, which targets pre-readers, teachesmssiiew to draw
and identify letters and numbers, so that theyd=arelop the skills for
reading and writing. There are three modes indpjs “Flashcard,” in which
students learn to identify the letters and numbbosvn; “Tracing,” in which
children trace the letter on the screen; and “ler@ef’ in which children are
shown a letter and must draw it on their own. Vbiee, which reads out the
letters as they are shown, comes in three versi@uult male, adult female
and child.
How much is it?$0.99
Platforms:iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad. Requires iOS 2.2.1ter.la
Reviews:Overall, reviewers finds this app a useful toaltEaching children
handwriting skills and it is “an excellent ideaSome reviewers would like to
see feedback for their children’s input, and sdveote that the numbers
taught in this app are not generally the style g American public schools.

2. Alphabet Fun(http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/alphabet-fun/id3®9BB? mt=8#

- What is it?This app introduces children to the alphabet, rsodmd numbers.
Users scroll through the alphabet, hear the legeosunciation and trace
over the letters (alone or in word form) to familzg themselves with the
alphabet. There are over 70 color images in this ap
How much is it%2.99
Platforms:iPad. Requires iOS 3.2 or later.

Reviews:One parent writes that this app is more converttent flashcards.
Other parents say that it is easy to use and duhéd@mching tool. Another
reviewer says that the app could be improved ifathgio played entire words,
not just letters.

3. iWrite Words(http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/iwritewords-tracing-
game/id307025309?mt=B#




What is it?This app teaches handwriting skills with animagiamd an
interactive game. Children draw letters as thep 4. Crab, the animated
character, collect numbers in sequence. Each katigtvord is read aloud.
How much is it%$2.99

Platforms:iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad. Requires iOS 3.0 or.late

Reviews:The reviews for the app are positive, though @veewer would
like to be able to choose the order in which thiets that are taught.

4. Starfall ABCghttp://itunes.apple.com/us/app/starfall-abcs/idZEB3?mt=8}

What is it?An app with a variety of games involving the alpga The games
teach children about phonics, words and sententieough repeated use,
children learn to recognize letters and see how tihéto words.

How much is it%$2.99

Platforms:iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad. Requires iOS 3.0 or.late

Reviews:While some users say that this app is “converiiethers note that
there is no audio, which may limit the app’s usedésis in teaching phonics.
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B. PHONICS/PRONUNCIATION SKILLS

1. abc PocketPhonicéhttp://itunes.apple.com/us/app/abc-pocketphonittsefle
sounds/id299342927?mt=B#




What is it?This app combines three functions into one progrEime app
teaches users letter sounds (phonetics, rathethledetter names) and letter
writing (users can actually trace each letter), emtles with a bank of over
170 frequently-used words. A ParentZone featumallparents or teachers
customized the app to the child’s/student’s needs.

How much is it?%$1.99, and &ree demo versiois available.
Platforms:iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad. Requires iOS 3.1 or.late
Reviews:Parents remark that the app engages and excitdeechabout
learning these basic skills. It is also usefultaching techniques such as
cursive, and offers positive reinforcement to emaga children. One parent
wrote that the upgrade from the free to the pardiea was worth the price.
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2. Bob Books #1 — Reading MadHttp://itunes.apple.com/app/bob-books-1-reading-

3.
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What is it?An interactive, phonics-based app that works BRtbasic words.
With games and four difficulty levels, children tedhow to make connections
between sounds and letters, sound out simple wandsspell the words that
they have read.

How much is it%$1.99

Platforms:iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad. Requires iOS 3.0 or.late
Reviews:Parents says that this app entertains their @mldnd helps with
their early reading skills. One parent especigtigraciates the easy
customization — for instance, a user can adjusafipeto say either the letter
name or the sound, depending on the child’s need.

iISpy Phonicghttp://itunes.apple.com/us/app/ispy-phonics/id3BERD? mt=8}

What is it?An app that teaches phonics skills with a digrision of the
game “I Spy.” Children match letters with sounaisd they add their own



pictures of what they “spy” that starts with thengaletter or sound they are
learning.

How much is it?%$1.99

Platforms:iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad. Requires iOS 3.0 or.late
Reviews:Parents love how the app is personalized to thé'sthevel and
interests. One important thing to note is thatapp uses British English.
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4. Word Cub(http://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/word-cub-letters-
sounds/id3355973507?mt=B#

- What is it?Word Cub offers three games that teach childreiclghonics
skills. Children match letters and sounds, andeeewords are formed. The
app can be customized to match the child’s skil@r learning goal.

How much is it?%$1.99
Platforms:iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad. Requires iOS 3.0 or.late
Reviews:Parents say that Word Cub “does an effectivegalshing these

early reader skills.” It keeps children’s attentend develops their reading
skills.

Letters & Sounds

C. READING SKILLS
D.
1. ABC MAGIC READINGhttp://itunes.apple.com/us/app/abc-magic-readiraytsh
vowel/id4168968537?mt=8#
What is it?An app to teach basic reading skills to childregrhing how to
read — including those learning English as a setamgliage. Through games
and a focus on segmenting and blending, the ags ledildren develop basic
phonetic awareness and pre-reading skills. Théhapm built-in feature to
encourage readings skills, rather than dependampéctures.
How much is it#ree

Platforms:iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad. Requires iOS 3.1.3ter.la




Reviews:Teachers call this a good app to teach readinig,s&s it covers
some reading skills “that most parents don’t eveovk about.” They like that
children are encouraged to develop the skills withielying on pictures or
memorization. One reviewer noted that the app pppases that users have
already learned the letters of the alphabet, whigfers may need to consider.

n

2. Early Readel(http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/early-reader/id323287?mt=§
What is it?This app helps beginning readers develop thedingaskills. It
has 160 flash cards, which test phonics, soundingsaght words and
sentences. A special section, “Tips for Paremt¢rs advice on how to use
the program as a tool.

How much is it#ree

Platforms:iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad. Requires iOS 3.0 or.late
Reviews:This app is “extremely helpful in teaching phofibst has some
limitations, according to several users. The awdazcent is British, which
may be difficult for American English learners toderstand. Another user
says that the visuals and sentences presentedtargeresting to keep
children engaged.
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3. Josh and Emma Go to the Bedbktp://itunes.apple.com/us/app/josh-emma-go-to-
the-beach/id386104114?mt8#




What is it?This app teaches reading skills along with colotsnbers and
objects. The story follows Josh and Emma, who hske&ader questions such
as, “What's next to the big rock?” As the narrdtilows aloud, the reader
answers by selecting the object and quantity obhiser choice.

How much is it#ree

Platforms:iPad. Requires iOS 4.2 or later.

Reviews:No reviews are available at this time.

Help Josh and Emma put their beach
treasures in the red bucket.

4. K12 Timed Reading Practice Liettp://itunes.apple.com/us/app/kl2-timed-reading-
practice/id384484818?mt=p#

- What is it?This app works with children’s reading skills toprove reading
fluency. The app has 25 stories (targeting childnegrade K-4) and 10
difficulty levels. The stories are a mix of ficti@md non-fiction, and are timed
to track students’ reading progress and words peute. Thefull versionis
$1.99 and contains more than 250 stories and 4i6udif/ levels.

How much is it#ree

Platforms:iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad. Requires iOS 3.1.3ter.la
Reviews:Overall, parents and teachers like the app, lheivausers feel that
“reading is about more than rate.” Reading compmsioa is not tested by the
app, which several users consider a negative point.




5. Read Me Stories 30 Book Libratyttp://itunes.apple.com/us/app/read-me-stories-
childrens/id362042422?mt=8#

What is it?This app features 30 books for children, complate music and
sounds. The books feature words and conceptdpachidren improve their
reading skills.
How much is it#ree
Platforms:iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad. Requires iOS 3.0 or.late
Reviews:Parents say that their children like the bookpgemlly the images
and sounds. A mother writes that her son, who nibyrfiads children’s
books “babyish,” really enjoys the books featunedthis app.

READ ME STORIES gives your child a full library of
fun talking picture books in your pocket!

6. Smarty Pants Scho@http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/smarty-pants-
school/id403824279?mt=8#

What is it?An app that tests and develops early readingsskilhe students
begin by taking an assessment (less than 10 mitartgy and they are
directed towards activities that best match theeds and skill level. The app
has five categories of games — letter knowledgenjis, phonemic awareness,
phonetic words and sight words. This app can bd wsth an unlimited
number of students, and it tracks their test resantd progres®ote: This
app is free for a limited time only.
How much is it#ree
Platforms:iPad. Requires iOS 3.2 or later.
Reviews:The reviews for Smarty Pants are very positivée@cher who uses
the app in her Transitional Kindergarten classesgrihat it is useful “for
pinpointing specific reading areas to work on va#ch child and for
informing parents about students’ reading progteSgveral users find it
easy to use and are impressed with the visualtgwaiwell.
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7. Tales2Go(http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/tales2go/id3439488678#

- What is it?This app gives access to more than 1,400 audiksbaad stories,
targeting ages 3 to preteen. The stories incluidg ti@es and childhood
classics (such &urious Georgg By giving the audio version, the app is
meant to develop “audio processing skills.” Thession is a free, 30-day trial.
After the 30 day period ends, users may purchasdscription (1 month for
$2.99; 3 months for $6.99; 1 year for $24.99).

How much is it#ree

Platforms:iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad. Requires iOS 3.1.3ter.la
Reviews:Parents and teachers like the interface and tigopa of Tales2Go.
A teacher notes that it is “especially good for nan-reader and our emergent
reader, since they help expand the vocabulary raAgather writes that the
full-year subscription is an “amazing value.”
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8. Quik Tap Wordghttp://itunes.apple.com/us/app/quiktap-
words/id411616457?mt=8&ign-mpt=u0%3pP4
What is it?An app that teaches Dolch sight words with flastie@and games.
The app sorts words into five categories (PreK déigarten, I grade, 2




grade, & grade); the child reads and listens to the cantishe or she can
successfully recognize them.

How much is it?$0.99

Platforms:iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad. Requires iOS 3.0 or.late
Reviews:No reviews are available at this time.
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9. Scholastiqhttp://itunes.apple.com/us/app/scholastic/id383 8828 t=8&ign-
mpt=u0%3DJ}

- What is it?This app is a reading tool for early readers thatises on
identifying the first, middle and final sounds ovard. Based on the
Montessori method of teaching, the app uses socamdismages to teach the
words. In a series of games and activities, candnust identify the first,
middle and last letters of a given 3-letter woithis app was also developed
to use in a multilingual setting.

How much is it%0.99

Platforms:iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad. Requires iOS 4.0 or.late
Reviews:This app has been called a “great beginning lagrtaol” that
“could be great for ELL [English Language Learnérs]
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10. The Reading Gamttp://itunes.apple.com/us/app/the-reading-
qame/|d373648406’)mt$=8

What is it?This app serves as a positive reinforcement tbehtourage
children to read. They enter the name of the beolo&g are supposed to/plan
to read and the number of pages. As they comfiletereading assignments,
they enter their progress and receive “rewardsihfations, sounds).
How much is it?%0.99
Platforms:iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad. Requires iOS 3.1 or.late
Reviews:Teachers, parents and librarians think that thgsia a great tool for
encouraging children to read. However, one teacbesd that the types of
rewards offered are best suited for young childaerl, not older students.

11. Toby(http /litunes.apple.com/us/app/toby/id381709945B&ign-mpt=u0%3D4¥
What is it?Toby teaches children how to read and sound aic pbaree-letter
words. Developed by a team of parents and educttmmnsGermany, Poland
and the United States, it is designed with mulglial use in mind. The child
is given an object and “sounds out” the name btifieng the first, middle
and last sounds.

How much is it%$0.99

Platforms:iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad. Requires iOS 4.0 or.late
Reviews: A mother says that Toby is “cute” and very simitathe
Montessori way of teaching.
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12.Word Bingo(http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/word-bingo/id406 BBEINMt=8%
What is it?This app offers four interactive games to teaghtsivords. In
“Word It Up,” “Word Fling” and “Word Bingo,” childen eliminate words
that the app calls out. In “Spelling Practice,"tlizag and tap letters to spell
out the words. The games teach over 300 sight wanrdgrack the child’'s
progress. A “report card” shows which words thddchas mastered.
How much is it%$0.99
Platforms:iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad. Requires iOS 3.0 or.late
Reviews:Parents say that the app is fun and effective.other writes that
Word Bingo has helped her dyslexic daughter whamotget the support she
needs in school: “The variety of word games beyostbingo allow her
growing skills to be tested and challenged.”

5. My Colors — Level 1(A) — Learn to Read Boiks$p://itunes.apple.com/us/app/my-
colors-level-1-a-learn/id381840844?mt=8&ign-mpt=IRI%4)
What is it?This app teaches reading skills appropriate fod&rgarten and
first grade. This book is ten pages long, and gacje has one sentence of




four words. The sentences are similar, to teacldsvby repetition. The words
are played aloud when touched.

How much is it%$1.99

Platforms:iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad. Requires iOS 3.0 or.late
Reviews:While some users comment that the pictures aréedbest quality,
most reviews like the use of simple sentences epeiition to teach
beginner’s reading skills. A special education kesisays that “this app
makes learning to read much more interesting” arebpecially useful for
children who are struggling with reading.

Learn To Read

6. See Read Sdttp://itunes.apple.com/us/app/see-read-say/id3ZZA?mt=8}

- What is it?This app teaches children all 220 Dolch wordshfsigords) that
make up 50-75% of student reading material. Wardssorted by frequency
and grade level and are spoken aloud. A trackiatufe allows the user to
measure his or her progress. Up to four differesetrsican use and store their
progress on the app at one time.

How much is it%$1.99

Platforms:iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad. Requires iOS 3.0 or.late
Reviews:Parents reviewing the app say that it is usefutHeir elementary-
aged children. A father noted that his daughtéig typically does not like
flash cards or sounding-out, enjoys the app aHltdwever, a couple of users
feel that the app is not worth the price; a mothas disappointed that it does
not let users recite the words out loud for thenesl

7. Zombies vs. Literacfhttp://itunes.apple.com/us/app/zombies-vs-
literacy/id393601768?mt=§#
What is it?The app teaches sight words and word familiesutitionteractive
activities. Children can tap words and letterkear their pronunciation, drag




letters to make words and even create their owrl \Wsts. They “fight”
zombies as they work on their reading skills, mgkimeir “brain” too big for
the monsters to eat!

How much is it%1.99
Platforms:iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad. Requires iOS 4.0 or.late
Reviews:No reviews are available at this time.

8. iKids Play — Caterpillar's Dream
(http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/id296437850?my=8#

What is it?The app uses Sally M. HarriShe Caterpillar’s Dreanto teach
reading skills to early readers. Children readehigo, or record the story
(which can be replayed); at the same time, theyptanwith and draw on the
pictures (which can be saved and emailed).
How much is it%2.99
Platforms:iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad. Requires iOS 2.2 or.late
Reviews:Reviewers think that this app can be “easily mepeor by non-
readers and easily learned by beginning readers.”

9. Super Whylhttp://itunes.apple.com/us/app/super-why/id3574228&=8&ign-
mpt=u0%3D6¥
What is it?A collection of four games, based on the charadtem the PBS
show of the same name, that teach the alphabeinggavriting, rhyming and




spelling. For positive reinforcement, as childrégayghe games, they earn
virtual stickers that they can place in their “s&c book.”

How much is it%$2.99

Platforms:iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad. Requires iOS 3.0 or.late
Reviews:Parents find the app “cute” and say that theildcén love it.
However, one parent noted that users cannot seipihéor use for more than
one child. Another said that “for the price thelhesld be more content” — the
games repeat themselves over time.

10.Dr. Seuss’s ABhttp://itunes.apple.com/us/app/dr-seusss-abc/id3BUBE ?mt=8}

- What is it?This app presents the children’s book of the saamee with all of
the original pictures. Children can learn the alpdt and practice their
reading skills at once. The book comes in thredeap“Read to Me” plays a
narrated version in which each word is highlightedt is read; “Read to
Myself” lets the user read the story at his ordwen pace, as a regular books;
“Auto Play” reads the book aloud and turns the paggomatically.

How much is it%$3.99

Platforms:Android; iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad. Requires iOBad.later.
Reviews:Parents write that their children love the appwidweer, one user
says that the app does not allow much interaction.

11.The Lorax — Dr. Seugsttp://itunes.apple.com/us/app/the-lorax-dr-
seuss/id367260225?mt=5)8#
What is it?This app presents Dr. Seuss’ bddie Loraxon a handheld device.
It features narration and all of the illustratidr@m the original book. There




are three modes: “Read to Me,” in which the stergarrated, highlighting the
words as they are read aloud; “Read to Myselfyiich the user reads the
story as a typical book; and “Auto Play,” which deahe book out loud and
automatically turns the pages.

How much is it?%3.99

Platforms:Android; iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad. Requires iOBd3.later.
Reviews:Users give positive reviews, with one callingaut of this world.”
Reviewers like the different options for readingganote that this could easily
be used with older children or adults working oeitliteracy skills.

12. Alpha Writer(http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/alpha-writer-by-
montessorium/id394038232?mt38#

What is it?Based on the Montessori “moveable alphabet” met{hodhich
writing is taught before reading), this app teaattgkiren to read, write and
spell phonetically. The app has two componentstFehildren select an
image that they want to practice writing; secoheytcreate their own stories
on the storyboard feature.
How much is it?%4.99
Platforms:iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad. Requires iOS 3.0 or.late
Reviews:Some reviewers find the app useful and entertgifontheir
children. Others think it is “confusing” and notrapletely in line with the
Montessori methods.

13. Milly, Molly and the Bike Ride HIthttp://itunes.apple.com/us/app/milly-molly-bike-
ride-hd/id382014358?mt¥8




What is it?An app that teaches reading and spelling skilksaidy readers.
Children can hear the story in its entirety, haadividual words or hear the
letters that spell a given word. They can also metieemselves reading the
story out loud and have it played back. To pergmedhe story, children can
also draw on the pages. The interface, text adtbaxome in four different
languages: American English, Italian, Mandarin @smand Spanish.

How much is it?%$4.99

Platforms:iPad. Requires iOS 3.2 or later.

Reviews:A bilingual parent says that the app is simplage and “is a must”
for parents raising their children in multilingdaduseholds. Another reviewer
calls it “worth the investment” and good for buiidiliteracy and language
skills.

14. Stories2Learr{http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/stories2learn/id348%5? mt=8}
What is it?A story-making and —telling app. Users can créaga own
stories, based on skill level and/or interest, wiphoaded images and audio
recording; the app comes with one story alreadgidda This app was made
with the consultation of teachers, school psychutiand speech therapists.
How much is it?%$13.99
Platforms:iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad. Requires iOS 3.1.2ter.la
Reviews:The app is seen as easy to use and especiallyl imespecial needs
children. A parent comments that the recording fiends very helpful for her
child, who cannot yet read. However, one usektthat the sound is
“horrible and crackly.”




E. SPELLING SKILLS

1. Chicktionary Lite(http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/chicktionary-

lite/id299636943?mt=8#
What is it?A word games in which the player creates word§llayg in the
missing letters. The Lite version has 12 levelditifculty; a complete version is
available for $1.9&nd has 300 levels, along with a dictionary featur
How much is it#ree
Platforms:Andrord; iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad. Requires idXBaB.later.
Reviews:The feedback has been positive, with parentsigt#tiat the app is good
for children in particular but also for “every ookall ages.” Some users noted
that the app crashed after several uses.

2. Clifford’s BE BIG with Wordghttp://itunes.apple.com/us/app/cliffords-be-bigtwit
words/id329022340?mt=8#

What is it?Children learn how to spell, build words and worktheir reading
and phonics skills through games based on the ctear@lifford the Big Red
Dog. The app works with more than 115 3-letter waadd uses images and
sounds to teach and reinforce the words and thesmings.
How much is it%$0.99
Platforms:iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad. Requires iOS 3.0 or.late
Reviews:Parents say that this game engages both youndexi@er children
— though one parent noted that it is difficult ¥@ry beginners. One parent in
particular likes how the order in which letters egpin a word is stressed.




3. Word Magic(http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/word-magic/id293E3rent=8%
What is it?This app is a word game that uses pictures anitiyios
reinforcement to teach spelling skills. Playees sttown a picture and an
incomplete word, and they must select the coregted to fill in the blank.
How much is it?%$0.99 on iTuneghe Android version costs $1.50
Platforms:Android, iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad. Requires iOBd3.later.
Reviews:Parents write that their children enjoy Word Madibe positive
reinforcement (in the form of virtual “stickers” @tiribbons”) help to boost
confidence. An Android user noted that the apgsakp a lot of memory on
his device.

4. Montessori Crosswords — Teach and Learn Spelling #un Puzzles for Children
(http /litunes.apple.com/us/app/montessori-crossswaarn/id384334005?mt=8#

What is it?This app, based on Montessori teaching methods30@ word-
picture-audio sets. There are three differentlge\eevel 1, for absolute
beginners, shows simple words; Levels 2 and 3tmgd words into
crossword puzzles to reinforce reading and phakdks. There is also a
“Moveable Alphabet” feature which allows childrepem-ended activities to
play with the words (for example, they can resizeds, or rotate them).
How much is it%1.99
Platforms:iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad. Requires iOS 3.1 or.late
Reviews:This app has received very good reviews. Pareytsat it is a
helpful spelling tool, and the games keep childnterested. Other parents
like how it emphasizes the letter sound, insteath@fetter name. A few
users complained about the visual quality, andteaeher noted that a few
pronunciations were incorrect.




F. VOCABULARY-BUILDING

1. GoodleWord$http /litunes.apple.com/us/app/goodiewords/id403B88E mt=8¥
What is it?This app helps early learners understand hard4itam words. The
child touches a word and is presented with acéisiind pictures explaining its
meaning. The app comes with three free words agid dlativities; additional
word packs can be purchased on iTunes for $1.99 (laere are 15 total).

How much is it#ree

Platforms:iPad. Requires iOS 3.2 or later.

Reviews:The app comes with activities that teach defingitin a fun and
interactive way,” according to one reviewer. A mathrites that it does a good
job of defining words “in a way that kids easilydarstand.” The major complaint

among reviewers is that this app only comes witvo& sets; the rest must be
purchased.

2. Mad les(http /litunes.apple.com/us/app/mad-libs/id32688515%2-3
What is it?A word game in which users fill in the blanks ddtary with the
words of their choosing. This free version cometh\iour stories under the
theme of “Vacation.” An email option lets the usshare stories with others.
How much is it#ree (additional stories are available on iTumebare $3.99
per “book” of 20 or more).
Platforms:iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad. Requires iOS 3.0 or.late

Reviews:Users find the app “entertaining” and a good us@nte for students
when they have extra time in class!

3. Paper Hangmaighttp://itunes.apple.com/us/app/paper-hangman-
free/id338227102?mt=§#




What is it?This app presents the game Hangman in electromie, fwith
more than 2500 words and many topics. Users camnwth friends — one
person can make up their own words and have adfigeless the word.
How much is it#ree

Platforms:iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad. Requires iOS 3.0 or.late
Reviews:Reviewers call the game “fun” and a “plus for thessroom.”

4. Word Spreéhttp://itunes.apple.com/us/app/word-spree/id391259mt=8%
What is it?This app teaches word meanings and types bydeaisers fill in
the blanks of 30 different stories. The app irgsuhe player to fill in the
blank with a particular type of word (e.g., nouerh) until all of the blanks
are completed. For help, users can select a halpvhah explains the word
type and shows an example. Finished stories canld@éspreeted” (shared
on Twitter).

How much is it%$0.99

Platforms:Android; iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad. Requires iO53or later.
Reviews:Reviewers comment that Word Spree is especiadfulifor
elementary-aged students. A parent notes thauif gbildren enjoy “Mad
Libs,” they will probably enjoy this app as well.

5. ACT Spell(http /[ax.itunes.apple.com/us/app/act-spell/id3BABD? Mt=8¥
What is it?An education and therapy app that lets usersecthatr own
programs to target specific vocabulary and/or matisual and neurological
skills. The app provides audio feedback, buttomstdjpility and a word bank.
The user selects the letter that completes a targeet, phrase or sentence.




How much is it%$2.99

Platforms:iPad. Requires iOS 3.2 or later.

Reviews:While users think that the word to be “spelledulcbbe in larger
font, they generally give this app positive revieRarents and teachers

remark that it is a good app to use with youngdreih, particularly those with
special needs.

G. GRAMMAR SKILLS

1.Grammar Jammers Primary Editighttp://itunes.apple.com/us/app/grammar-jammers-
primary-edition/id386384446?mt=B#
What is it?A collection of quizzes, songs, rhymes and aniomstithat teach
basic (K-5) English grammar. As a positive reigment, children received
points for each correct quiz answer; with enougingspthey get an
interactive “reward.”
How much is it#ree
Platforms:iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad. Requires iOS 3.1.2ter.la
Reviews:Most of the reviews are positive, saying that stud and children
enjoy the games. One user, though, says that tigssoe “annoying.”

2. FlashGram(http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/flashgram/id283963n%=3
a. What is it?An interactive grammar quiz. This app covers bagad types
—nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives — and featnogs than 100 questions
suitable for elementary-aged students. The ansaverall touchable, and
the quizzes have animations and images.
b. How much is it%0.99




C.
d.

Platforms:iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad. Requires iOS 3.0 or.late
Reviews:Parents like the layout and the concept of the apg report that
it is good as a review tool or homework help. Hoarea few users have
noted incorrect answers on some of the quiz questio

3. iPractice Verbghttp://itunes.apple.com/us/app/ipractice-
verbs/id356668882?7mt=8#

a.

o

What is it?This app, developed by a speech-language patlst|dwgilps
children learn basic English verbs through flastisand games. There are
over 120 verbs with matching images, presentec#, present and
present progressive form. The app has two segméiriashcards”
introduces the verb, and “Find It” gives the usenwtiple-choice quiz in
which he or she must find the correct verb to ga sentence.

How much is it?%10.99 on iTunes, $9.99 on market.android.com
Platforms:Android ; iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad. Requires iO5d.later.
Reviews:The reviews of this app are mixed; while one SLResrthat her
students can easily use it to form sentences, ans#lys that the images
“are not consistent.”




