
 
January 6, 2011 
 
VIA SPECIAL DELIVERY and FACSIMILE 609-292-3454 
 
The Honorable Chris Christie  
125 W. State Street 
PO Box 001 
Trenton, NJ 08625 
 
Dear Governor Christie: 
 
In your first year in office you have certainly demonstrated that change has come 
to New Jersey.  The members of the business community, including New Jersey 
NAIOP - the Commercial Real Estate Development Association, the New Jersey 
members of the International Council of Shopping Centers, the New Jersey 
Business and Industry Association, the New Jersey Builders Association, and the 
New Jersey Chamber of Commerce collectively would like to thank you for your 
efforts toward making New Jersey more business friendly and a place that will 
incentivize investment.  The steps that you have taken in your first year have been 
exemplary.  
 
In line with your efforts to make New Jersey more attractive toward business 
development, the aforementioned business organizations have worked diligently 
toward developing a workable overhaul of the State’s affordable housing policy.  As 
you are aware, we supported the latest version of S-1, as approved by the General 
Assembly last month.  Our main concerns were addressed in that bill through: 
 

 the elimination of the Council on Affordable Housing; 

 the elimination of the 2.5 percent commercial development fee; and 

 the creation of a common sense, market-driven affordable housing policy. 
 

It is our understanding that while your administration has concerns with the bill as 
currently written, we believe that our end goals are the same.  We all want a 
workable affordable housing policy that will: a) provide those who desperately 
need affordable housing with the opportunity to find such housing; b) create a 
system that allows municipalities to more appropriately manage growth, including 
both market rate and affordable housing; c) eliminate the Council on Affordable 
Housing, which has failed miserably to meet the housing needs of the state; and 
d) create realistic and attainable affordable housing goals that allow the 
development community to work hand in hand with local governments, thereby 
eliminating unattainable mandates that place the development community and 
municipalities in conflict.  Furthermore, we want to eliminate unnecessary and 
costly fees that create a disincentive toward commercial development.   
 
We believe that the elimination of the commercial development fee and a sensible 
housing policy - one that balances the need for affordable housing with the ability 
of a municipality to manage its growth - will provide the economic stimulus that 
New Jersey so desperately needs to accelerate economic growth, meet the 
housing demands of New Jersey families and workforce, and do so in an 
environmentally sound manner.   
 



We greatly appreciate your leadership on this most important issue and believe that this 
legislation is not only constitutional, but will finally put to rest the COAH debate.  As our 
members look to the future, there is a renewed sense of hope that you will continue to 
make New Jersey more attractive to increased investment, appropriate development and 
increased job growth.  A workable affordable housing policy is a critical component of 
those efforts.  Collectively, we would like to thank you once again for your efforts toward 
making New Jersey more business friendly, and we look forward to working with you and 
your staff on a truly workable affordable housing policy  
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
Michael McGuinness 
CEO, NAIOP New Jersey Chapter 
 
 
 
Philip Kirschner 
President, New Jersey Business & Industry Association 
 
 
 
 
Ted Zangari 
National Chair, State Government Relations, International Council of Shopping Centers 
 
 
 
 
Timothy J. Touhey 
CEO, New Jersey Builders Association 
 
   
 
 
Michael Egenton  
Senior Vice President, New Jersey Chamber of Commerce 
 
cc: Senator Raymond J. Lesniak  
      Senator Jefferson Van Drew       
      Senate Minority Leader Thomas H. Kean   
      Assembly Speaker Pro Tempore Gerald B. Green  
      Assemblywoman Mila A. Jasey     
      Assembly Speaker Sheila Y. Oliver  
      Assembly Republican Leader Alex DeCroce  

 


