
 

Real People—Real Lives        by John Smid 

Real lives, Real ques-
tions, Real faith, Real 
people, Real challenges, 
Real feelings, Real 
needs. 
Over the holidays I 
have been doing some 

evaluation of my life, my time, my 
heart.  I realized that I am often rapt 
with a burden for certain people.  
They call upon my heart often, in 
person, and in spirit. Yesterday I sat 
down and compiled a list of people 
that fit a specific slot in life. I have 
met some of them in person, some 
over the phone, some through social 
media like FaceBook.  These are peo-
ple who are often pre-judged, pro-
filed and laid aside from precon-
ceived notions as to who they are. 

I felt compelled to develop the list 
because I want to remember them in 
prayer this year.  I want to bring 
them before the Father in interces-
sion.  These men are questioning life 
at a very deep level. 

Feeling alone much of the time, 
sometimes lost, and often confused 
but even in the midst of all of this, 
they are survivors at the core. They 
seem to get up each day and make it 
through to their pillow that night, 
whether or not they feel resolved 
with life. Some of their questions 
will never be fully answered. Many 
of their desires will go unfulfilled 
and their questions about faith may 
never find solid answers. But they 
continue on with life, stumbling over 
rocks, tripping into the ditch some-
times and exhaustion that requires 
rest that doesn't always refresh. 

Some of them are Christians. They 
believe deeply in the gospel of Jesus 
Christ and they know they have re-
ceived His eternal forgiveness. Oth-
ers are not so sure, but they keep 
trying to understand God's grace 
more fully. Then there are those who 
are searching for what God is really 
all about. 

In conversational circles I often 
hear people refer to “the homosexu-
als" or "the gays" and it can be con-
nected to thoughts of promiscuity, 
unfaithfulness, perversion and other 
negative associations.  

There may be some who do some 
of those things, but to profile some-
one into an extreme just because of 
their sexual orientation is to act in 
unreasonable prejudice. 

I thought one of the best ways to 
exemplify what I am saying would 
be to let you see a little bit of what I 
see in their lives each week. I am 
quoting  some of the things that they 
have written.  They all have one very 
significant thing  in common. They 
struggle with homosexuality , Jesus, 
God and their faith. 

This came in after some dialogue. 
I have been thinking about what you 

said and I am ready to hear your view 
points on life, being gay, etc.  

I am just so glad to have a trusted 
friend to bounce my random thoughts to. 
Thanks. It is a great honor to call you a 
friend. I hope you enjoyed the holidays 
and look forward to hearing from you. 

One man shared some things and 
ended up with this comment: 

All I could really do is cry and say "I 
need help.” Whatever you can do. 
Thanks, John. 

A comment that came back 
showed me some of the heart issues 
that he faced: 
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Families of Grace 

A monthly encouragement group 
for those who have loved ones that 
wrestle with homosexuality; this 
group is a safe place for you to be 
with others who understand. 

 

Grace for You 
A monthly group for those who 
experience homosexuality and want 
to share fellowship with other be-
lievers in a non-judgmental envi-
ronment  A safe place to be encour-
aged in your faith in Christ. 

 
Contact us for further information. 

Let us not give up meeting together, as 

some are in the habit of doing, but encourag-

ing one another—and all the more as you see 

the Day approaching. Heb. 10:25 

Followers of Jesus Christ—

Impacting our community 

one person at a time! 

Please consider a New Year’s gift 

to the ministry of Grace Rivers! 

We are making a difference, 
one person at a time.  

 
www.gracerivers.com 

PayPal/Credit / Debit / Check / Cash 

All I could really do is cry and 
say “I need help.” Whatever you 
can do, thanks. 

 



Prayer Requests 
• Pray for 16 men I am currently in 
contact with who wrestle with homo-

sexuality and their faith. 

• Pray for the participants in our local 
Families of Grace group. 

• Pray for men and women who will be 
coming to our Grace Group for men 

and women 
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didn't "feel it" so he called an end to 
the relationship.  

My reply was to encourage my 
friend to look at God's grace in this, 
protecting both of them from their 
ambivalence that is not healthy for  
either of them. 

And then some men really call 
upon my heart.  This guy was only 
19 when I first met him. He is now in 
his thirties.   

I've been in an 8yr relationship now 
with my partner (name withheld), and I 
knew going into it that it wasn't what 
God wanted, yet my life HAS indeed 
changed for the better, and it hasn't all 
been bad. I think God works even when 
we choose to go our way. Now, my mus-
tard seed of faith is all that keeps me 
bound to God's truths... Please just pray 
for me as I believe I'm beginning to 
question things a little more... Thanks 
John... and take care. Love, your bro. 

Real life, real stories, real people. 
What is the answer?  What is the 
right word, or the response that will 
touch their heart in a place where 
they will move closer to Christ.  I 
understand that He, and only He, 
will be able to set them free into 
what He has for them. 

In truth, the best thing I can do is 
to show them I love them and that I 
will listen without judgment. I un-
derstand the struggle with homo-
sexuality.  I struggle with it too. 
Sometimes I am on top of it and 
other times it really bothers me.  
There are times I have some of the 
same questions.  

What would Jesus have to say 
about this?  What should I do about 
what I am feeling right now?  Will I 
go through this  until my last breath? 

I remember those days when I 
tried to give the expected answers. 
But today, those answers don't fly 
any longer.  Too often typical Chris-
tian answers are "repent" or "trust 
God" but in the end, those don't typi-
cally bring the real hope needed in 
order to connect with Christ. 

I want to spend extra time this 
year focusing on these guys and oth-
ers that I come into contact with. 

John J. Smid—Executive Director 
PO Box 753307 

Germantown, TN 38183 
(901) 753-0744 

jjsmid@gracerivers.com 
www.gracerivers.com 

I must say your last message brought 
tears to my eyes. It's been so long since 
someone who claimed to be a Christian 
(besides my partner) talked/wrote some-
thing to me that showed any respect for 
me as a person. 

So many are willing to try and con-
vert me but unwilling to listen to what I 
have to say. I don't know how many 
books/novels are sent to me and when I 
say that I've read similar books many 
times, they tend to get mad. I can see 
their point, but when I bring up ques-
tions, they don't want to hear it. 

I have had many people who call them-
selves Christians say some of the nastiest 
things to me about me questioning mat-
ters of faith. Some of them have hurt so 
much that I don't even want to discuss 
matters of faith since when I ask a tough 
question, I get attacked normally.  I've 
given up on expecting love and kind-
ness. Any ideas on why this happens? 

There are times when someone 
moves towards the desires to con-
nect with someone who under-
stands.  This guy is a very conserva-
tive Christian who has fought for 
years to remain close to his convic-
tions to remain celibate. He struggles 
terribly with loneliness and desires 
to feel connected to someone he can 
relate to. 

I feel torn about this relationship but 
at the same time I want to be with him.  
I like him as a person and enjoy his com-
pany.  However, he is "out" in the gay 
community, which is something I don't 
really care for or subscribe to.  I know 
that the end result, should I remain sen-
sitive to my convictions, will be  major 
hurt and pain for both of us.  Maybe I 
just want some relief from the pressure I 
feel and this is the way I am seeking it.  
Maybe it's just time to enter this world 
that has been knocking on my door for so 
long.  I feel so selfish, yet it feels OK. 

My response to him was to see 
Jesus first and foremost.  I asked him 
to consider leaving all of this to Him 
and that he would find his way 
through this. In the end, amazingly, 
the new guy broke off the relation-
ship sensing that there was a spiri-
tual and emotional struggle. He just 

In The River—January 2011—Page 2 

They deserve to hear of Jesus love 
for them!  I want to be one of the 
vessels to let them know that. I pray 
there are others to join me! 

Every homosexual man and 
woman deserves to know that 
Jesus loves them! He is capable 
of showing them His way. 

There is more to this story. You can read 

the entire article by going to our website. 

 
www.gracerivers.com/real-people 
 

“Let any one of you who is without 
sin be the first to throw a stone at her.”                    
           John 8:7 


