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CLD 2012 Call for Proposals 

Due Friday, March 30, 2012 
 

Learning Disabilities: Looking Back And Looking Forward – Using What We Know 

to Create A Blueprint For The Future 

 

34
th 

International Conference On Learning Disabilities 
October 10-11, 2012 

Omni Austin Hotel Downtown  Austin, Texas 
 

For many years, researchers and policy makers from various disciplines who are interested in learning 

disabilities (LD) have responded to questions about definition, identification, intervention, and much 

more. Although we have developed a solid foundation of knowledge, we continue to seek evidence to 

inform many areas in LD.  

 

For more than three decades, practitioners, researchers, parents, and advocates have gathered at the 

International Conference on Learning Disabilities to learn new information about LD and to network with 

colleagues. At this year’s 34
th

 International Conference on Learning Disabilities, let’s look back with 

appreciation for developments in our field so that we may confidently look forward to create our blueprint 

for the future of LD.  

 

To that end, we encourage proposals that focus on topics related to understanding and studying LD such 

as identification and classification, assessment and intervention, cultural and linguistic diversity, teacher 

education, policy, research methodologies, and the neuropsychological aspects of LD.  
 
 

TYPES OF SESSIONS  

Panel  

 

Panel sessions consist of three or more panelists who present on topics that are pertinent to the field of 

LD, researchers, policy makers, teacher educators, and educators. Panel sessions should convey content 

that participants can readily apply to their professional roles. 

 

Cracker-barrel  
 

Cracker-barrel sessions are those where session leaders introduce key issues in LD and provide ample 

opportunities for group interaction throughout the session. Session leaders should facilitate small group 

discussion, which should be the focus of the session. Sessions can be controversial! 
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Poster  

 

Poster sessions offer participants an opportunity to review a variety of topics related to the LD field. 

Poster content should be evidence-based and might include a synopsis of an intervention study, 

examination of progress monitoring tools, practices that provide critical experiences for preservice 

teachers, a meta-analysis or synthesize of literature, an examination of technology applications, and so 

forth. 
 

TOPICS 

 

Intervention   

 

Intervention (practices or approaches) sessions should provide participants with sufficient information 

that will facilitate implementation. All proposals must provide documentation of how the intervention is 

evidence-based. Intervention proposals must include a brief summary of the theory or underpinnings of 

the intervention and include data that demonstrate that the intervention is effective when used with 

individuals with LD or who are risk for LD.  

 

 

Policy   

 

Policy sessions address systems-level issues, systems change, legislative or legal issues, or policy 

development.  Presenters should delineate multiple perspectives on the issue at hand and discuss how the 

policy will impact individuals with LD, their families, and advocates. Policy proposals should include an 

explanation of the policy and a brief background of how and why the policy affects individuals with LD 

and professionals who serve them.  

 

Teacher Preparation  

 

Teacher preparation sessions should describe evidence-based practices for preparing teachers to work 

with individuals with LD, their advocates, and their families. Proposals should include a description of 

the teacher preparation practice and examples of its use in a university or clinic setting. We encourage 

sessions that identify issues in teacher preparation and provide suggestions for new approaches for or 

models of teacher preparation and ways to measure effectiveness. 

 

Research Methodology  

 

Of particular interest for research sessions are those that advance the learning of participants on how to 

conduct research that provides evidence for interventions, how to read research-based articles, how to 

decipher sophisticated analyses, and how methodologists design studies and write up the results. Research 

methodology proposals should describe the methodology strategies and how participants can apply the 

session’s content to designing and analyzing findings on studies pertinent to educational research in LD. 

 

 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR SUBMITTING A PROPOSAL 

 
1. Submission deadline for all proposals is Friday, March 30, 2012. 
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2. A speaker can be listed as a Session Leader only once. A lead presenter may appear as a co-presenter   

on other proposals. 
 

3. Session proposals must include names of ALL presenters. 

 

4.   All presenters (including co-presenters) are required to register for the conference.  
 

5.    Complete the FINAL CHECK to ensure that all requested information is included 

 

6.   Email proposals to the Program Co-Chair by Friday, March 30, 2012:  

 

CLD2012.PROPOSALS@gmail.com 
  

In the subject line, please say CLD proposal. An acknowledgement of receipt of the proposal will be sent to 

the lead presenter. 

REVIEW PROCESS 

 
The Program Committee is seeking presentations that are evidence-based and timely. Proposals must provide 

sound empirical and theoretical support for the topic, including supporting literature. Only complete proposals 

will be considered. The Program Committee, including the Program Chairs and others knowledgeable about 

the topic, will review proposals. The Session Leader will be advised by email of the Program Committee’s 

decision by the end of May 2012.  

 

HOTEL INFORMATION 

 

IMPORTANT PLEASE READ 

CLD has booked a block of rooms at the Omni Austin Hotel Downtown as a courtesy to our valued 

attendees. We work hard to make sure that the conference rate is competitive, and monitor the hotel’s 

other rates to make sure that our attendees are receiving the best deal. Your stay helps our organization 

meet our obligation to the hotel, allowing us to keep registration rates lower than many other conferences. 

Without your hotel stay, our organization may be assessed a financial penalty. This would jeopardize our 

ability to provide quality educational opportunities in the future. Please help us as we work to continue 

the many benefits of this conference. 

***There are several other events taking place in Austin around the time of the CLD conference. 

For example, the Austin City Limits Music Festival will begin on Friday, October 12, 2012. Hotels 

will likely be SOLD OUT well before October 2012. CLD urges you to reserve your hotel room 

promptly at the Omni Austin Hotel Downtown to ensure availability.***  

See the CLD website for conference registration and hotel booking information, which will include 

CLD’s hotel code for the conference sleeping room rate.  

This information will be posted in the very near future. Watch CLD’s website for the posting. 

CLD WEBSITE: www.cldinternational.org 

 

mailto:CLD2012.KETHLEY@gmail.com
http://www.cldinternational.org/


CLD 2012 Call for Proposals 

 4 

34
th 

International Conference on Learning Disabilities 
 

Austin, Texas 

October 10th & 11th, 2012 
 

PROPOSAL FORM 
 

Due: Friday, March 30, 2012 

 

 

Please complete all information 

 

TITLE OF PROPOSAL (10 words or fewer): 

 

 

 

ABSTRACT (50 words or fewer): 

 

 

 

 

 

Topic (Check the topic that best describes your proposal) 
 

____ Intervention 

  

____ Policy  

 

____ Research Methodology  

   

____ Teacher Preparation   

  

 

 

Session Type (select one; all session are 1.5 hours in length) 
 

____ Panel  

____ Cracker-barrel  

____ Poster  

 

Would you be willing to accept another format?    ____ Yes ____ No  

If Yes, check all that apply:  ____ Panel      ____ Cracker-barrel ____ Poster 
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AUDIOVISUAL 

 

CLD will supply an LCD projector and screen for all presentations. Please be advised that speakers using 

projection devices will need to supply their own laptop and connecting cords.  Other audio-visual 

needs (e.g., overhead projector, speakers) are the presenter’s responsibility; contact Tyrone Lucero to 

make arrangements for the delivery and payment of additional audiovisual equipment. Internet access will 

be available in all presentation rooms free of charge to presenters. 

 

Tyrone Lucero: 512-397-4613 (phone)  tlucero@avt.com  

 

 

PROPOSAL DESCRIPTION (Attach a description of your proposal: 250–300 words) 

 

1. Intervention proposals should include a brief explanation of the method and results, and how the 

evidence-based findings will be informative to participants and the field of LD. 

2. Policy proposals should describe the rationale for why the policy discussed is critical to the field of 

learning disabilities. 

3. Research methodology proposals should include a brief explanation of the methodology strategy, 

and how participants can apply the information to the design of their own research and findings from 

studies pertinent to educational research in LD. 

4. Teacher preparation proposals should include supportive evidence, whether the session is 

intervention-based or research-based. 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION   (Please use address where you can be reached year round.) 

 

Session Leader:  

University/School Representing (if applicable)   

University/School Location City/State  

Title   

Year Round Address  

City State Zip  

Phone (     )                                             e-mail  

 CLD will communicate with the session leader through email. 

 

Session Speaker #1:  

University/School Representing (if applicable):   

University/School Location City/State:   

mailto:tlucero@avt.com
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Title   

Address  

City State Zip  

Phone(        )                                           e-mail  

Session Speaker #2:  

University/School Representing (if applicable):   

University/School Location City/State:   

Title  

Address   

City State Zip  

Phone (      )                                           e-mail  

(Please attach a separate page for additional session speaker information.) 
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NOTE: ALL SPEAKERS MUST REGISTER FOR THE CONFERENCE.  

 

If this proposal is accepted, I agree to make the presentation at the assigned time. I understand that 

acceptance of the proposal means that I will ensure that all session speakers will pay conference 

registration. If these conditions are not met by 8/1/2012, I understand that the session is subject to 

cancellation. I further understand that I will be responsible for fees associated with audiovisual 

equipment, other than a standard LCD projector and screen, which will be provided. 

 

Note: Some proposals may be waitlisted. This means that the session reviewers ranked the proposal as 

meeting criteria, but the proposal has not been accepted because of space availability. However, we 

experience cancellations, leaving program hours to fill. Waitlisted proposals will move into cancelled 

time slots as they become available. We will do all we can to notify you of the final status of your 

proposal by 8/24/2012. 

 

Sign below to indicate that you agree to make the presentation at the assigned time and to the registration 

requirement. An electronic signature is acceptable. 

 

 

Signature of the Session Leader      Date 

 

 

 

FINAL CHECK 
Incomplete proposals or proposals that do not follow the instructions will be returned to the Session 

Leader. Please double-check the contents of your proposal. 

 

1. The completed Proposal Form. 

2. A 250-300 word proposal description. 

3. A page with additional names and information of speakers (as needed). 

4. Signature of Session Leader  

5. Email an electronic version of # 1-4 above by Friday, March 30, 2012 to: 

 

CLD2012.PROPOSALS@gmail.com 
 

The Call for Proposals is also available on the CLD WEBSITE: www.cldinternational.org 

mailto:CLD2012.KETHLEY@gmail.com
http://www.cldinternational.org/

