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FROM THE RABBI’S STUDY… 

 What Makes Our Shul Great 

 A few weeks ago a long time member of our shul, 

Frances Miller, died. Unfortunately Frances’ only sib-
ling had passed away many years ago as well as her 
parents. Frances never married and therefore never had 

children. She was only 65 years old. 
 Though she lived alone, she wasn’t alone. Frances, when she was 

well, attended services at Shaare Tefila and had befriended several 
people in our shul. When she became ill and was confined to her 
home these friends as well as our Chesed committee ensured that she 
was cared for. 
 At her funeral I saw the power of our community at work. No ex-

tended family was there – just about 20 Shaare Tefila members; mem-
bers who were Frances Miller’s adopted family, members who cared 
for one of their own, members who ensured that in a time of greatest 
need Frances felt comfort and strength.  May we continue to experi-

ence the value of belonging to this wonderful synagogue community. 
 
   When There Isn’t a Minyan 

 Long ago our shul recognized that making a minyan for the evening 
service was a priority. We knew that people come to the service ex-

pecting to recite the mourner’s kaddish either because they are in the 
year of mourning for a parent or because they have a yartzeit. We also 
know that daily prayer is an important mitzvah and by supporting the 
service we are ensuring that this basic and foundational mitzvah can 
be observed. Our system of dividing the shul membership into 13 

teams so that everyone attends the evening service one week 4 times a 
year helps to ensure the success of the minyan. 
 But what happens when we don’t have the 10-person minimum? 
Certain prayers have to be omitted, including the mourner’s kad-

dish. Compromises can’t be made (e.g. “9 is almost 10 so let’s say it 

anyway, or “let’s count the Torah”, etc.). What options do we have? 
 The minyan team captain knows that there is a list in the chapel of 
members who are willing to be called at the last minute to make the 
minyan. Some of these people have been called many times and we 
are grateful for their efforts. But even so there are still evenings when 

a minyan doesn’t show. 
 In that case mourners have to understand that we have done the 

best we can. Reciting kaddish isn’t the be all and end all of observing 
the yartzeit. Just the fact that the mourner/yartzeit observer has attend-
ed the service has in a sense fulfilled the obligation to remember, 

which is paramount.  Making the effort to attend the service is the way 
to observe the yartzeit or to remember the deceased. Reciting the kad-
dish is what the mourner does at the service. At least the deceased has 
been remembered even though the kaddish hasn’t been recited. 

 With this in mind hopefully the mourners won’t put the volunteer 
minyan leaders in an awkward position and all will understand the 
meaning behind the evening service. 
 
 B’vracha, 

 Rabbi Jonah Layman 

 rjlayman@shaaretefila.org 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 What a great December we had at Shaare Tefila.  The 

capstone event was the sold out Chanukah Party which 

began with a Chavaya Religious School concert orga-

nized by our own Cantor Wendi Fried.  Cantor Wendi 

was supported by Josh Levin’s musical direction of the 

Shaare Tefila Band and the Shaare Tefila Choir accom-

panied by Ruth Newhouse.  A tasty dinner followed featuring a variety 

of quiches, latkes, salads, desserts and of course, hundreds of meticu-

lously prepared Grosberg knishes, all made in-house.  The students made 

Chanukah craft projects, adults and children played games, and overall 

got to know each other better in a warm, family setting. 

 One remarkable item at this year’s Chanukah event was the 

growing numbers of younger members in our Congregation and pre-

school.  I met several of our newer members and I look forward to meet-

ing many more.  Several long-time members remarked how refreshing it 

is to have so many new faces at Shaare Tefila, both adults and their 

growing families.  Our Chavaya religious school has one of the largest 

groups we have seen in some time, with 9 of our students becoming a bar 

or bat mitzvah in 2013.  Come support our burgeoning bar and bat mitz-

vah class by attending Shabbat services so we can celebrate these life- 

cycle events together. 

 In January Cantor Wendi will continue our musical “Taste” 

programs with her “Taste of Shabbat in Song” on Saturday January 5.  

The following week, on Friday, January 11, we have our monthly family 

Shabbat Dinner.  This is always a sell-out so be sure to make your reser-

vations early.  The Sisterhood Shabbat will be on Saturday, January 26 

and then we have a fun evening planned with a Family Havdeli and 

Game Night.  Our “Taste” programs continue into early February when 

on Saturday, February 2, Rabbi Layman will lead a thought-provoking 

“Taste of Shabbat in Study.”  I want to also be sure to mention another 

early February event – our second annual “Night of Sweet Laughter” - 

Shaare Tefila’s comedy night.  Last year’s sold out event brought the 

house down, so be sure to register for this event early as well.  Please see 

our web site for more information on each of these events. 

 One other January event I want to specifically mention is our 

monthly Friday evening “Shabbat Alive” service which will be held this 

month on January 18.  The program begins early, at 6:00pm with a little 

schmooze and pre-dinner nosh.  Then at 6:30pm Cantor Wendi leads 

the Shaare Tefila band in most spiritual renditions of Shabbat songs and 

prayers.  There are old tunes mixed with many new, more updated varia-

tions on these Shabbat themes.  Even with this service, you will be home 

in time to share Shabbat dinner with the family.  I attended the Shabbat 

Alive service in December and was most moved by the singing, dancing, 

and overall ruach (spirit) felt throughout our building.  I look forward for 

more of you to join Cantor Wendi at the Shabbat Alive service this 

month. 

David Ronis 
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SISTERHOOD WRITES: 
 Thanks to Elaine Silver for the fabulous 
Patrons event she planned.  We all enjoyed 
learning how to make the most wonderful 

ruggelach.  The kitchen was filled with the 
delicious scents of cinnamon, nuts and raisins 
as baked and noshed on the goodies that we 

made. 
 Speaking of participation . . . . . . many hours were spent 
reorganizing the kiddush volunteer list. When you receive your list 

in the mail, please post it in a prominent place so you will know 
well in advance  which Shabbat is your turn to serve.   Florence 

Lipsky will call to give you a friendly reminder about your 
volunteer stint.  If you are unable to serve on your assigned 
Shabbat, we ask that you find a substitute as a certain number of 
people are counted on to help each week to set up and clean up.   

 Our shul is known for our Hamish kiddushim, but lately we have 
noticed that the same handful of people are working in the kitchen 
and that is not fair to those individuals who would like to go into 
the service.  We appreciate your cooperation and willingness to 
help so we can all share in this responsibility. 
 We look forward to seeing you at the Purim festivities.  Speaking 

of Purim, don't forget to buy scrip for your Hamantashen baking 
needs!  Sisterhood was proud to present the congregation with yet 
another check for $3,000.  Barbara Fink and her committee of 
hard working scrip salespeople are to be commended.  We thank 
those of you who purchase scrip on a regular basis and we 

encourage the rest of you to follow suit. 

Keep warm! 

Ethel Levine and Fran  Kensky, Sisterhood Co-Presidents 
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DID YOU KNOW…??? 

 Barbara Fink had a wonderful simcha, attending 
and reading Torah at the Bar Mitzvah of grandson 
Louis Popkin, in December. 

 Florence Lipsky enjoyed a terrific Thanksgiving 
in Texas! With her was family, lots of family. By my 
count of her details there were at least four genera-

tions present: her children, their spouses, eight grandchildren and 
5, yep five, great-granchildren all together to enjoy the festivi-
ties. Her daughter, Judy Lipsky Horowitz hosted everyone. 

Mazel Tov Florence. 
Last month saw another set of intrepid travelers.  
 Fran and Stan Kensky  spent 10 days in Maui and had a won-
derful time.  They snorkeled, hiked, toured, ate lots of ahi, mahi 
mahi, pineapple and macadamia nuts and visited with friends. This 
was just a little different from the cruise to Alaska they all went on 

in August.  Hariel just graduated from Towson Nursing School; 
Lauren recently accepted a job at the New Hope Academy School 
in Baltimore and Jason continues to go to physical therapy school 
at Simmons College in Boston.  

 Ellie and Larry Alpert’s grandson’s soccer team -  Wotten Pa-
triots won the state championship!!   - First state tournament since 

1990.  WOW!  What a game at UMBC – Catonsville. Ellie and 

Larry went off to San Diego to be with daughter Helene and John 
and grandchildren Erica and Madison for the end of Chanukah. …
(Cont. on next page) 

My dear Shaare Tefila family, 

 It is with a heavy heart that I write to you this month. 

Our world is broken and it needs fixing! We must act! At 

last month's Chanukah celebration, Aviva Janus and I 

issued a challenge for our community called the Light It 

Up Tikkun Olam Challenge! So, we bring this to you now again with the 

backing of Rabbi Layman, the Social Action committee, and the whole 

staff! We want YOU! We need YOU! Come join your Shaare Tefila 

community in working to heal and brighten our world!  

 We are doing it one act of chesed (kindness and compassion) at a time! 

We started on the last night of Chanukah, with a letter writing campaign to 

support the Make A Wish Foundation and the next Sunday with more 

letters and donations that were made by the community to send to the 

Newton community to show our support and solidarity in their grief. 

Those are two community-wide chesed projects that have been done.  

 However, that is not enough! We have also been asking for individuals 

and families to email us with your personal acts of kindness that you are 

performing over this Hebrew month of Tevet (December 15th- January 

13th.) These acts will be recorded onto our chanukiah (without names) for 

all to see! This chanukiah will be placed in our lobby and we will be add-

ing to it up until the culmination of our Tikkun Olam challenge on our 

Mitzvah day, January 13th.   

 Our goal would be to hear from every member of our community with 

at least one thing, if not more, that you have done over the past month to 

be partners with God in making this world a better, brighter place to 

live.  We hope to be able to fill in the whole chanukiah with your light. 

There is still time and we want to hear from you so please call us, email 

us, write us a letter letting us know how you have become a light in this 

time of darkness for somebody else. Let's "LIGHT IT UP!" 

 Here are some examples of what you might do: Pass on a smile to 

someone who needs it, make your parents a coupon book full of things 

you would like to do for them that they can use anytime, go help out at a 

shelter or food pantry, make a donation to an organization of your choice 

(let us know which one,) get to know the clerk at your local grocery store 

a little better, help someone load his/her groceries into his/her car, read to 

kids at a local library, go spend time at a nursing home, record the life 

story of one of the patients in the nursing home, play a game with your 

brother or sister, do a bikkur cholim visit to someone in the hospital... 

these are just a few. Some are simple and others require a little more ef-

fort, but if they come from the heart, all of them can create light in 

someone's life! Be sure to share your stories with us! 

 Be creative, keep your eyes open for opportunities, and treat every sin-

gle person as a gift and creation of God. Let these thoughts guide you and 

you will find any number of opportunities out there to make a difference 

in our world.  

May you be the light... 

B'ahava rabah, 

Cantor Wendi   
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Family Havdeli and Games 

Night  

January 26th, 6:30 pm  

Families, with children K-12th grades, are invited for an 

evening of socializing and family fun. This special evening 
will feature a Havdallah service and deli dinner, followed by 

interactive group games.  

This is a great opportunity to get to know your Shaare Tefila 
family!  

Cost: $12 for adults; $8 children 6-12; under age 6 free  

RSVP by January 21, 2012.  

Contact: Lisa Arber Family, Youth and Special Programs Co-

ordinator arberld@aol.com for questions. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------

Family Havdeli and Games Night 

Reservation Form  

Family Name: __________________________ 

 E-mail: _____________________________ 

Attending: _____Adults; ___Youth (ages 6-12); 

____Children (under age 6) 
Amount Enclosed: $___________. 
I am willing to help with: _____set-up; _____clean-up 

It’s your shul, come and join the fun! 

  I’d like to offer congratulations and a heartfelt “Thank You” to 
everyone who made the sold out Chanukah Delights celebration 
such a huge success on December 15 th. So many of you participat-

ed that space does not allow me to acknowledge everyone who 
made the night such a rousing success. Of note, our Membership 
VP, Cilla Grosberg, did an excellent job coordinating the event. 
She enlisted Cantor Wendi to organize a beautiful concert featur-
ing our children, choir, Freilich Kneidlach and other Shaare Tefila 
members. Fran Weiss, once again, put forth a superb effort or-

ganizing the dinner. And our Education VP, Cathy Plotkin, did a 
great job with the evening’s games. Also, a special note of grati-
tude to our professional staff that made the night possible: Beth 

Adler, Jill Goldwater, Aviva Janus and Julie Mintz. This event 
illustrated the bringing together of different parts of our communi-
ty to share in what we have to offer. 

 Looking to the early part of 2013, we have a very full calendar 
of exciting and fun programs scheduled. Please mark your calen-
dar for these exciting events which you’ll see in flyers/ads 
throughout the issue. 
  If you’d like to see how great our programs have been, I encour-
age you to visit the Shaare Celebrates link at our web site, 

www.shaaretefila.org. 
   Shaare Tefila is YOUR SHUL! I encourage you to participate 
and join the fun. If you have program ideas or are willing to assist 
in any fashion, please do not hesitate to contact me at: 
(301) 765 2284 or stuart@travelroom.com. 

    Stuart Carroll,  Programming Vice President 

 

Come and join the fun!          
   

 
 
Swing Dance Saturday February 9, 2013   
 Ballroom Dance Saturday March 2, 2013 
7:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. Group Lesson 
8:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. Open Dance 

FREE ADMISSION with tickets to Gala honoring Rabbi 
Layman. 
 Shaare Tefila member pricing: $10 for one event, 
$15 for both. 
  Non-member pricing $15 for one event, $20 for 

both. 
Lessons provided by William Hendricken of Metro 
Dance  
Shaare Tefila 

16620 Georgia Avenue; Olney, MD  20832 
(301) 593-3410 or gla@shaaretefila.org 
(just minutes north of the ICC) 

Count me in! 

Name(s):  ________________________ 

________________________________ 

# attending February 9th Swing _________                     

March 2nd Ballroom _____________ 

Check enclosed: $_________________ OR 

Credit Card number: ________________________   

Security:______________________ 

Expiration date:___________________________ 

(Did You Know…???, From previous page)  They took frozen 
chicken soup in totes, made it, would you believe they had to defrost on 

arrival? – matzah balls were made upon arrival.  A specially 
planned trip to Hollywood. In between all of this the Alperts were 

able to fit in going to University of Pittsburgh for grandson Alec 
Jasen’s– parent weekend. 
 George and Marilyn Kessler write to say that they have a new 
great-grandchild, a boy born on December 7. It is the third child for 
their  granddaughter (Eliana) who lives in Israel. They will be trav-
eling to Israel again to see him. 

 PLEASE WRITE OR CALL ME WITH ANY NEWS YOU 

WANT TO SHARE WITH THE CONGREGATION. 
Jack Teller, Shofar Editior-in-Chief 

 jackteller@verizon.net 
240-342-2352 or 240-441-6858 

http://www.shaaretefila.org/
mailto:stuart@travelroom.com
mailto:jackteller@verizon.net


PAGE 4  

The Shofar  

Shaare Tefila USYers: Zac Plotkin (kneeling, center), Emi-

ly Levy & Sara Zarney (2nd row) and Rachel Sniffen (standing, 

far left) enjoy USY Fall Convention in Virginia Beach along 

with members of our joint USY Chapter with Tikvat Isra-

el.  Also pictured are USY Advisor Rafi Glazer (back) and 

Kadima & USY Youth Director Lynn Berk (far right). 

MESSAGE FROM THE YOUTH DEPARTMENT  

There has been a wide variety of activities for our youth to choose 
from over the past few months! If you aren't receiving flyers, please 

let us know or contact the advisor for that group directly.  
 Four of our USYers came back energized from a weekend-full of 
Reality TV at Fall Convention. Kadima enjoyed a night of Ice Skat-
ing with friends to celebrate Chanukah! Bonim and Machar's most 

recent activities were reported in the December Shofar, but make 
sure to join us January 5th for a night under the twinkling stars! 
We're excited to announce a new group that may appeal to some of 

our teens who want to get involved, but aren't looking for all the 

"religious stuff." MoCo Jewish Teens debuted in November with 
hundreds of Jewish teens from around the county joined together 
on Election Night for a great time at Dave and Busters. It only gets 
better . . .  in December was a Casino Night with blackjack, roulette 

and more, as well as a Laser Tag Overnight! The buzz is building, 
so don't miss out on upcoming events. . . . Check out the calendar 
below for what's coming in January and February. 
 We know that conventions can be expensive. If your child is inter-

ested in going to Spring Convention, Summer Encampment, Pil-
grimage or USY on Wheels, apply for the $300 Lowenfeld Leader-
ship Scholarship in memory of Charlotte Lowenfeld. Applications 
are due to the USY Joint Youth Committee by February 28. Winner 

will be announced on March 15. Get your application by emailing 
Lynn Berk, lberk@comcast.net 
UPCOMING CALENDAR OF EVENTS:  

USY, joint program with Tikvat Israel for grades 9-12  

Contacts: Advisor: Rafi Glazer, rafi.glazer@gmail.com; Youth Di-
rector: Lynn Berk, 
 The basketball league starts in January with games January  6, 
13, 21, 27, and February 10 and 17. If you haven't registered to 

play, come and cheer our team on.  
January 12 – USY Formal at Beth El Bethesda  
January 21 – MLK Mitzvah Day -- schools are closed -- join us for a 
day of community action and get SSL hours  

January 24-27 - NYC Trip with Tiffereth Israel (Broadway Show, 
Lower East Side, Today Show, Greenwich Village & more!!!)  
February 9-10 – Multi-chapter Ski Trip (organized by Beth El Be-
thesda and open to all chapters)  

MoCo Jewish Teens (grades 8 -12)  
Check it out on Facebook at MoCo Jewish teens or email MoCo-
JewishTeens@gmail.com for more information.  
January 24 - JCC Lounge Night  

January 26th - Broomball and Ice Cream  
February 14 -  JCC Lounge Night  
KADIMA (grades 6 - 8) Joint program with Tikvat Israel  

Contacts: Advisor: Dani Saks, dani.saks@gmail.com; Youth Direc-

tor: Lynn Berk, lberk@comcast.net  
January 5 - Saturday Night Live at B'nai Israel -- a fun night with 
hundreds of kids from around the region enjoying video games, DJ, 
inflatables, crafts and more.  

The basketball league starts in January with games January  6, 13, 
21, 27, and February 10 and 17. If you haven't registered to play, 
come and cheer our team on.  
January 13th - Magician after the basketball game.  

February 15 – 17 - Winter Kadima Kallah at Capital Camps in 
Waynesboro, PA.  
 

Stefanie Levy & Stacey Relkin Winkler  

Wanted/Needed:Chair for the Israeli Affairs Committee 

Our Congregation is dearly in need of leadership for this Committee. The purpose of the Israeli Affairs Committee is to help our Community, and espe-
cially our Congregation, ensure the economic and spiritual survival of the State of Israel. The most recent military crisis h ighlights Shaare Tefila’s need to 

coordinate and communicate information from Israel amongst each other. We need an active Israeli Affairs Committee more than ever.  Meanwhile, we 
all thank Al Kliman for the many years he served in this capacity. 

 Anyone interested in taking on this position is asked to contact : 

David Ronis, President of Shaare Tefila. 

Scholarships for Trips to Israel  
 For many years now, Shaare Tefila Sisterhood has offered 
scholarships of $250 for teens and other young adults who par-
ticipate in an organized, sponsored trip to Israel.  If there is a 
trip to Israel in your future through USY, B’nai Brith, Habonim, 
Young Judea, High School in Israel, good-will mission or volun-
teer project, you might consider applying for this one time 
scholarship.  Unfortunately, trips through Birth Right or other 
fully funded trips will not be considered by Sisterhood.  The 
young adult’s parent unit must be a member of Shaare Tefila 
and the mother must be a current paid up member of the Sis-
terhood as of the date of the Paid Up Membership dinner. 
 Please submit the requisite scholarship application, in writ-
ing or via email by the March 1 deadline to ensure that your 
sponsoring organization will receive the check from Sisterhood 
in a timely manner.  Because the Shaare Tefila community is 
eager to hear about your trip, the scholarship recipient will be 
expected to present an oral report to the congregation within 3 
months of your return. 
 We look forward to continuing to provide this service to fam-
ilies as we have done for several decades.  Please contact Ethel 
Levine or Fran Kensky, your Sisterhood Co-Presidents for 
more information. 

mailto:rafi.glazer@gmail.com
mailto:MoCoJewishTeens@gmail.com
mailto:MoCoJewishTeens@gmail.com
mailto:dani.saks@gmail.com
mailto:lberk@comcast.net
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ROSE AND GEORGE TELLER PRESCHOOL 

GATES OF DISCOVERY 

The Art of Writing: 
Years ago I read a description by Joseph Papp of Shakespeare 

writing the famous soliloquy from Hamlet. He points out that 
with the available writing implements of the time, Shake-

speare wrote, “To be or…” and then had to stop in mid-sentence to put 
more ink on his quill. It’s a wonderfully evocative essay. One aspect of 
writing that Joseph Papp does not comment on is how complex holding a 
writing implement can be. Most people do it so automatically; they don’t 

realize how much goes into this seemingly simple act. But before a child 
even picks up a pencil, there are 10 fundamental skills that must be devel-
oped. 
 Many children develop these skills naturally, just by being children and 

engaging in a wide variety of play. But some children need assistance 
either in one skill or in putting the pieces together. Here is a quick look at 
some of the skills. 

 During this first year of life, most infants are working on fundamental 

movement skills such as head control, rolling, coming to sit, learning to 
crawl, then cruising and eventually walking.  Their hands are evolving 
from a primarily fisted position to reaching toward objects and touching 
them, then putting things in their mouths and transferring objects between 

hands.  They are learning to grasp with all fingers together, and by age 
one most will be able to grasp with just a thumb and index finger (pincer 

grasp).  They can also throw a ball and other objects, drop and pick up 
toys, and feed themselves finger foods. 

 Interestingly, crawling is one of the most important pre-writing activi-
ties at this age. Crawling is necessary for developing the arches in the 
hands needed for important fine motor skills.  Plus crawling provides 
weight bearing opportunities into the arms which is needed for shoul-

der stability. Crawling also helps to develop bilateral skills (using both 
sides of the body) and an alternating "cross-crawl" pattern of movement. 
 Once the child begins holding a writing implement, one can observe if 
he/she is having success or what aspect of writing is preventing it. 
 The first is hand and finger strength. There are well over 25 muscles in 

your forearm and hand.  The muscles in the forearm control elbow, wrist 
and finger movements.  Smaller muscles within the palm of the 

hand control the more refined movements of the thumb and fingers. 
 It may appear that someone has strong hands when he/she is able to 

squeeze something really hard.  But that's not the whole story.  That type 
of strong grip comes mostly from the forearm muscles.   When squeezing, 
some of the strength comes from the smaller muscles within the hand, but 
these muscles contribute only a little bit to total grip strength.  So, when 

we look at hand strength, we also need to look at the strength of those 
small muscles within the hand.  
 A Pincer Grasp enables a child to pick up small items using the thumb 
and index finger.   This skill allows for proper positioning of the writing 

implement. If a child is using all fingers to "rake" items into the palm or 
pinching with the thumb against the side of  the index finger, their pincer 
grasp might need some support. 
 The final skill that we will discuss now, although not the final one need-

ed for writing, is the ability to cross the mid-line of your body. 
 Crossing the Midline refers to the ability to reach across the middle of 

the body with the arms and legs crossing over to the opposite 
side.  Examples include being able to draw a horizontal line across a page 

without having to switch hands in the middle or sitting cross-legged on the 
floor. Being able to cross the midline is an important developmental 
skill.  It is needed for reading and writing, for being able to reach toward 
your foot to put on a shoe and sock with both hands, for participating in 

many sports and many other day-to-day activities.  Children who have 

difficulty reaching across their middle may actually get stuck in mid-reach 
and have to switch hands.  Or they may compensate by turning their trunk 
to reach toward the opposite side.  Poor midline crossing also makes it 

difficult to visually track a moving object from one side to the other or to 
fully track from left to right when reading.   
 So putting pen to paper is not a simple activity, but one that takes many 

different muscle groups working in coordination. 

Beth Adler, Early Education Director 

CHAVAYA 
 Chavaya emphasizes participation in Jewish experiences as 

a method of transferring the knowledge and emotions of 
“How to be Jewish” to our students. A recent example of how 
this ideology put into practice was our synagogue-wide Cha-
nukah celebration. Our students lit the menorah with their 

families, and we all recited the blessings together with Rabbi Layman and 

Cantor Wendi. Those who were fortunate to attend the evening, organized 
by Cilla Grossberg, enjoyed a concert in the main sanctuary and joined in 
a variety of Chanukah themed activities. For our youngest children there 

was an art program in the Winer Gallery along with our very popular cook-
ie decorating station and Chanukah story time. Our grade school students 
wrote Chanukah themed Mad –Libs under the guidance of Joyce Tor-

chinsky. Others students reviewed the laws of what constitutes a kosher 

menorah with Karen James and afterwards proceeded to build several 
versions. There was also a more traditional Game Show popular with the 
adults, led by a vivacious Andrea Choobineh. Chavaya also assisted in 
raising funds for a local Jewish family with a young child undergoing treat-

ment for Cancer. This family is in the midst of a dark time and we are so 
glad to bring some light into their life right now. Under the leadership of 

Karen Becker, we wrote 270 letters to Macy’s which will be matched 
dollar for letter in donations to the Make-A-Wish Foundation. As we learn 

in the Chanukah story about miracles existing in the days of our ancestors 
and now “Ba Yamim HaHem B’Zman Ha Zeh” we pray for miracles for all 
families in need at this time. All in all it was a lovely evening and 
Chavaya, both staff and students, were able to celebrate with over 200 

community members. 

 On January 6, Chavaya resumes with a visit to the Jewish Museum of 
Maryland in Baltimore (jhsm.org). Chavaya will have the chance to step 
back in time and explore Maryland’s oldest synagogue, the Lloyd Street 

Synagogue. Guides are arranged for three age groups. One group will par-
ticipate in a scavenger hunt, another will follow the life of a new immi-
grant and a third will take a closer look at historic Jewish neighborhoods 

and uncover how neighborhoods change over time. The area around the 
museum, Lombard Street, was the center of Jewish Life in Maryland at the 

turn of the century. Field trips such as these enable our students to explore 
our themes for the year; Dor L’Dor (Generation to Generation) and to con-
nect to lives of immigrants in the 19 th and early 20th century. This trip is 
funded by Chavaya. 

 The following Sunday January 13, will be our Mitzvah Day which is 

planned near MLK day. For the second year now it is coordinated by 
Chavaya Parent and Social Action Chair Fran Weiss. Our K-2 students 
will remain at Shaare Tefila all morning, engaged and learning about how 

we can better our world. Our older students will take part in several social 
action projects before heading off to one of two sites. Rainbow Place 
(rainbowplace.org), a women’s shelter in Rockville, will receive our home-

made food and give us a tour of their facility; learning about how it pro-

vides a refuge for homeless women. Others of us will spend time preparing 
the facility for a week of service at A Wider Circle (awidercircle.org) in 
Silver Spring. This organization provides household goods and support to 

individuals challenged by poverty and homelessness. These two local sites 

are part of our Chavaya’s commitment to social action programs. 
 Also Mitzvah Day will bring the end of our “Light it up Extention Initia-
tive” under the direction of Cantor Wendi and Chavaya. During the He-
brew month of Tevet (last night of Chanukah through Mitzvah Day) we 

will be sponsoring a Tikkun Olam family initiative. Tikkun Olam is the 
Jewish imperative to “fix” our broken world. A large menorah paper will 
be placed in the Winer Gallery with spaces for families, or individuals to 
write in their good deeds. Over the course of these weeks please send us a 

note detailing how you or your family helped make our world a better 
place. We look forwarding to adding the mitzvot to our shared menorah. 
Please note that names will not be attached to specific acts of Chesed 
(kindnesses). Please have your child notice those in need during winter 

break and encourage them to help. Thank you all for sending in your fami-
lies good deeds and I look forward to watching our menorah light up the 
world, one mitzvah at a time. 
(Cont. P. 6 CHAVAYA) 
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Family, Youth, and Special Programs 

News Flash: 

Bonim and Machar Youth Groups: 

 Bonim and Machar Youth Groups are off for a magical evening 

at The Garden of Lights at Brookside Gardens in Wheaton Region-

al Park on January 5th, 2013, at 6:00 pm.  We will be creating car-

pools for entrance into the park and meet for Havdallah before 

doing the walk through the garden.  We will conclude our evening 

with hot chocolate and cookies.  The cost is $8.00.  Make sure to 

send in the registration form found in the Shofar.  Mark your cal-

endars for our next event on Sunday, March 10th, when we will 

visit the Carvel store in Gaithersburg, Maryland to go on an ice 

cream tour, play games,  and decorate individual 6" cakes to take 

home.  Our last event of the year will be held on May 19th.  If you 

have not joined one of our youth groups as of yet, you are still wel-

come to do so.  Contact Lisa Arber for a registration form and in-

formation. 

Family Programs for K-12th Grade: 

 It's time for family fun at our first Family Havdeli and Games 

Night on Saturday evening, January 26th, at 6:30 pm.  A family 

Havdallah service and deli dinner will be followed by interactive 

group games.  Families with children K-12th grade are invited to 

attend.  You are welcome to bring along younger siblings as well.  

Make sure to sign up using the ad in this issue of the Shofar.  Look 

for more information on family fun ahead in the spring including 

Mitzvah Bowling and more. 

Purim Shpiel News: 

 Rock and Roll Shushan is the theme for our Purim Shpiel this 

year, written and produced by Lisa Arber and Cantor Wendi Fried.  

Our show is scheduled for Sunday, February 24th, 2013, following 

the Megillah Reading.  Don't miss this home grown Purim extrava-

ganza that has become a Shaare Tefila tradition.  Our cast, includ-

ing over 30 adults and children (plus a production team) will de-

light you with their songs, acting, and humor, as they take the con-

gregation on a Rock and Roll journey through the Purim story. 

 
(Cont. from P.5, CHAVAYA) 

 The last Sunday in January Chavaya will mark Tu B’Shevat. Tradition-
ally this is the holiday celebrating the birthday of the trees. We will use 

Tu B’Shevat as a lens through which to explore our traditions eating prac-
tices focusing on fruit as a starting point. Blessing food both before and 

after we eat, being satisfied, and how we relate to food will be covered 
during this program. 
 There is much excitement at Chavaya as we take our learning for the 
month of January out of the classrooms and into venues in our community 

and beyond. Our students are learning about becoming active change 
agents and giving their energy and their voice to those who are less fortu-
nate. At the end of January we will begin preparations for Purim, which 
falls on February 24th this year. As always, lots of volunteers are needed 

to have a successful Carnival and I thank you in advance for your help. 
 

Aviva Janus, Education Director 

LOWENFELD LEADERSHIP SCHOLARSHIP 
Awarded to a member of The Joint USY Chapter 

Of Shaare Tefila & Tikvat Israel  

To be used for attendance at: International Conven-

tion, Spring Convention, Summer Programs or En-

campment. 

 Get an application from Lynn Berk, Youth Director, 

lberk@comcast.net 
 A $300 check will be sent directly to the office of the pro-

gram selected by the winner. 

 Applications are due to the Joint Youth Committee 

by Thursday, February 28, 2013. 
 Winner will be announced on March 15, 2013.  

MISHLOACH MANOT GOOD WILL  

AND FUNDRAISING PROGRAM 2013 

OPEN FOR ORDERS BEGINNING JANUARY 14TH 

Everything you ever wanted to know about Mishloach Manot and 

were afraid to ask! 
We are excited, once again,  to offer Shaare Tefila members the opportuni-
ty to participate in a synagogue-wide Mishloach Manot program.  Mish-

locah Manot , the giving of food gift baskets to family and friends, is one 
of four mitzvot that Jews perform on Purim, along with giving gifts to the 
poor, holding a Purim feast, and hearing the Megillat Esther read aloud.  
This good will and fundraising program raised over $7,000 last year, and 

we are hoping to raise even more this year. 

Why Mishloach Manot? 
The custom of sending Mishloach Manot is derived  directly from the 
Book of Esther.  It is a heartfelt way to emphasize the Jewish unity that 

lies at the very core of the Purim holiday and allows us a way to celebrate 
the salvation of the Jewish people by fostering unity and friendship in our 
own community.  

How Does the Mishloach Manot Program Work? 

For just $3.00 per recipient, you can participate in the sending of a beauti-

ful Purim gift basket to anyone on our membership list, plus staff and 
teachers.  Every family will receive one Mishloach Manot gift basket, 
along with a personalized Purim card that lists all of the people who have 

made a Purim donation in its honor.  

How Does the Mishloach Manot Computer Program Work? 
We have partnered with a company called Happy Purim, for our second 

year, and have set up an easy-to-use web-based computer program for 

sending Mishloach Manot within our community.  The convenience of 
running a Mishloach Manot good will and fundraising program online is 
that you can easily place your orders.  You will be mailed a personal Log-

in Code for the Happy Purim website (www.HappyPurim.com) where you 

can access our community list, make selections of those you would like to 
honor this Purim, and pay by credit card through its secure site.  

Can I Still Participate If I Don't Use a Computer?  
This is not a problem.   We offer an option for non-computer users to com-
plete a paper order form by mail.  For those already on our "hard copy 

only" mailing list at the synagogue, you will automatically receiving a 
paper order by mail.  For those non-computer users who are not currently 
on that list, you can contact the office to request a paper order form. 

What if Someone Thinks of Me That I May Have Overlooked? 

There is the opportunity to "reciprocate" through a reciprocity function 
built into the Mishloach Manot computer program.  If you select the 
"Reciprocity" option at the top of your personal "Mishloach Manot" page, 
anyone who selects your name, whom you did not check off on your list of 

designated recipients, will be automatically added to your order.  You will 
receive an additional credit card charge of $3.00 per "reciprocal" name, 
and your name will automatically be included on the personalized  
(Cont on Page 8) 

 

mailto:lberk@comcast.net
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BONIM AND MACHAR YOUTH GROUPS 

Join us for a magical evening that will light up your life! 

THE GARDEN OF LIGHTS  
Brookside Gardens, Wheaton Regional Park,1800 Glenallan Avenue, Wheaton, MD 20902 

Saturday Evening, January 5th, 2013, 6:00 pm  
Havdallah, Garden Walk, Hot Chocolate and Cookies 

Cost: $8.00 per person  Checks should be written to "Shaare Tefila Youth Commission."  

Note: Carpooling will be arranged to save on entrance fees ($25 per car/van). More detailed information/registration to come in the form of group e-mails, DAF, and 
flyers at the synagogue. For more information, please contact Lisa Arber at arberld@aol.com.  

 
Don't miss all of the fun! Just visualize close to one million twinkling colorful lights shaped in imaginative displays throu ghout the gardens. Come enjoy 
the four seasons illuminated as giant summer sunflowers, autumn leaves, winter snowflakes, spring flowers, rain showers, and more. Walk along the easily 
accessible paths with your Shaare Tefila friends and enjoy hundreds of wrapped trees and shrubs, beautifully lighted gazebos,  cascading fountains, and the 

individually formed displays in the shapes of blooming flowers and wild animals. Look for moving displays such as a flock of geese, or an 11 foot giraffe 
covered with 9,000 lights. This festive, secular light show, now in its 15th season, is a popular family tradition in the Washington, DC area drawing close to 
40,000 visitors each winter. Join us this year as we make it a Shaare Tefila tradition and a night to be remembered!  

BONIM AND MACHAR YOUTH GROUPS 

I would like to join my friends for a magical evening on Januuary 5th at:                              THE GARDEN OF LIGHTS 

Please submit form by December 28th, 2012 

Youth Name: ________________________________________________Bonim (K-2nd) ___Machar (3rd-5th) 
Youth Name: ________________________________________________Bonim (K-2nd) ___Machar (3rd-5th) 

Parent Name: __________________________________________  E-mail: _______________________________________________  

Home Phone: ________________Cell Phone: ___________________  Emergency Contact Name: _________________________________  
Phone: _______________________ 

Cost: $8.00 per youth attending; # children attending: ____ ;   #parents (if attending w/child) ____  

Enclosed: $__________________ All checks should be made out to Shaare Tefila Youth Commission.  
___ I am willing to chaperone this program. ___ I am willing to drive. I can take ____ additional passengers.  

I/ We agree that my child/children may participate in the activity described. I/We waive any and all claims of any and every kind that I could assert 

against Shaare Tefila, its employees, agents, and assigns, in connection with or arising in any way from my child/children pa rticipating in this activity. 

Parent Signature ______________________________   Date__________________________ 



PAGE 8  

The Shofar  

Monthly Shabbat Dinners 

January 11, February 8, March 8,  

April 5, May 10, June 14 

6:00 pm Shabbat Service 

7:00 pm Dinner 

Prospective Members will be invited to this event.  

If you have any friends, relatives or neighbors to whom 

 we should reach out, please contact Cilla Grosberg 

 at membership@shaaretefila.org or  

call 301-593-3410 x101. 

Send registration form and check directly 

 to the office to hold your spot! 

Name: ________________________________ 

Email: ________________________________ 

 

Please volunteer to help out with:  

 ______set-up;  ______ serving;  ______clean-up 

Send this reservation form and check to: 

Shaare Tefila;  16620 Georgia Avenue 

Olney, Maryland 20832 Phone: 301-593-3410 

Questions, contact Fran Weiss (faoweiss@gmail.com) 

 

Don’t forget to bring a non-perishable 

 food item for Olney Help! 

 #  

com-

ing 

Mem-

ber 

Price 

Non-

mem-
ber  

Price  

Vegetari-

an?  

Yes/No  

Total 

Adults (13+)  $18 $22   

Children (5-

12) 

 $10 $12   

Children (<5)  Free Free    

      

Optional 

Donation for 

Rainbow 

Place* 

Would you like to donate some-

thing extra for Rainbow Place, 

an emergency shelter for wom-

en?  $2, $5 or $10 

 

Total   

(Cont from P.6)  Mishloach Manot card that is received by that person. 
Expect to receive this additional charge to your credit card when the 

amount is calculated after the program deadline.   

Is There A Spending Cap? 
Yes, we don't want our members to feel burdened by spending unlimited 
amounts of money on the Mishloach Manot program.  You can spend as 

little as $3.00 to send to one recipient or spend as much as the spending 
cap we have set which is $180. This $180 is a combination of all names 
you have selected from the recipient list (at $3.00 per name) and, if you 
are participating in the reciprocity function, all charges related to others 

selecting your name.  Once you have reached a the spending cap of $180 
you can select as many additional names from the list as you like.  Please 
note that you also have an option to select "All" names on the list, at the 
very start of your order, for $180.  If you choose to participate at this larg-

er amount, your name will automatically appear on the personalized card 
of every member, staff and teacher at our synagogue, and you will not 
have to make any individual selections. 

What Do I Need To Do To Participate? 

Each household  in our community will be receiving a personalized login 
code, similar to a password, for accessing the HappyPurim.com website.   
Once you receive it, please keep your code in a safe place and do not share 
it with anyone.  For computer users: 

1.  You will enter your code and your last name as instructed at HappyPu-

rim.com and then click "Login."  A detailed list of pricing and instructions 
will show up once you have logged in. 
2.  Click "Continue" to verify and/or modify your personal information.  

Click "Save & Continue" at the bottom of that page to proceed to the order 

page. 
3.  When you are finished making your selections, click the "Order" button 
to pay for your order.   Please note that you will not find your name on the 

list where you are choosing names. 

When Is The Deadline For Submitting My Order? 
You must complete your order by Thursday, February 14th at 5:00 pm.  

Once your original order is placed, you can still go into the system up until 
the deadline to edit your order to include additional households. No orders, 

whether completed online or in paper form, will be accepted after Febru-

ary 14th. 

How Will The Billing Be Handled? 
Although Shaare Tefila is handling all packaging and delivery, HappyPu-

rim.com is handling our online ordering.  All credit card charges will be 

from HappyPurim.com.  Please be assured that your email address and 
other personal information will not be shared with any other entity and that 
making payment by credit card is secured. 

How Will I Receive My Mishloach Manot Basket? 
Mishloach Manot Baskets will be picked up on Saturday evening, Febru-
ary 23rd, at the Megilla Reading, and on Sunday morning February 24th, 
after the Purim Shpiel. Special arrangements will be made, on an as need-

ed basis, for those members who are home bound or are unable to arrange 
to have their Mishloach Manot basket picked up.  For our "snow birds" 
and anyone who prefers not to receive a gift basket, even if you are partici-
pating in the program, you will have an option to note this on your order.   

Whom Do I Contact If I Have Questions Or Problems? 
Should you have any questions about the Mishloach Manot program, 

please contact Lisa Arber, Ethel Levine, or Stephanie Buckberg.   
Should you need technical support, please contact a representative of Hap-

pyPurim at support@happypurim.com.  They will be happy to assist you. 
Should you need a paper order form and did not receive one in the mail, 
please contact the synagogue office at 301-593-3410 (X 104). 

What Are We Hoping For? 

We are hoping that 100% of our synagogue membership will participate in 
our Mishloach Manot Good Will and Fundraising Program this year and 
that carrying out the mitzvot of Purim will become an annual tradition.     

Your Mishloach Manot Committee:    Lisa Arber, Ethel Levine, 

Stephanie Buckberg    
 

mailto:faoweiss@gmail.com
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TRIBUTES: 

Andrea Z. Tilles Memorial Chesed Fund 
In honor of: 
Michele and Roy Peck Albert Schmelzer & Tirza 
 Schmelzer-Covel 
Lillian Makaroff's 100th Birthday Muriel Solomon 
 Hariel, Lauren, Jason, Fran,  
 & Stan Kensky,  

 Joe Flacco  & Ray Lewis 
 Ira & Ethel Levine 
Larry & Carolyn Goldstein’s 

 grandson Gershon & Diane Kieval 
Eytan Layman's Bar Mitzvah Herbert & Betsy Wolk 
Mrs. Tilles’ 90th Birthday Rita Rubinstein 

Susan & Gershon Levin's Anniv 

 &Gershon's Birthday Stan & Fran Kensky 

In memory of:   
Frances Miller May Savage 

Building Fund 
In honor of: 
Eytan Layman's Bar Mitzvah Maurice & Charlotte  
 Potosky 

In memory of:   

Gilbert & Deborah Levy Milton & Susan Goldsamt 
Jane Harkaway Lionel & Charlotte Shapiro 

 Barry& Sandra Handloff
 Max Kantzer &  
 Patricia Greene 
Gilbert & Deborah Levy Michael & Anita Froehlich 

Cantor's Discretionary Fund 
In honor of: 
Cantor Fried Lana Grossman 

D. Joseph Williamowsky Scholar-in-Residence Fund 

In memory of: 
Steven Grossman Manny & Miriam Ginsburg 

Education Fund 
In honor of: 
Roy Peck's 70th Birthday Milton & Susan Goldsamt 
Eytan Layman's Bar Mitzvah Edward & Harriett Neufeld 

Neufeld granddaughter’s Bat Mitzvah 
 Jack & Bess Teller 
Birth of Morton and Ina’s Goldstein’s 

grandson Jack & Bess Teller 
Eytan Layman's Bar Mitzvah Jeff & Beth Adler 

In memory of: 
Joseph Golfer Anne Golfer 

Dorothy Greenland Arnold & Shoshana Greenland 

Julius Marcus Charles & Barbara Marcus 
Harriette Luber Helen Sandler 
Jane Harkaway Joseph & Anne Shuman 
 Larry & Ellie Alpert 
 Joan Gould 

 Edward & Harriett Neufeld 
 Ruth Newhouse 
 Peggy Slade 

 Martin & Ruth Gutstein 

Jane Harkaway Jack & Bess Teller 
Anne Katz Larry & Ellie Alpert 
Esther Nederlander Helen Sandler 
Steven Grossman Jack & Bess Teller 

Samuel Friedman Lila Rosloff 
Yocheved Sfarzada Louis Krupnick &  
 Shoshana Sfarzada 
Bradley Goldstein Morton & Ina Goldstein 
Henry Goldman Philip Goldman 
Cecile Bornstein Sandra Balsam 

Seymour Osheroff Sharon Kamerow 
Gussie Osheroff Sharon Kamerow 
Harold Dick Paul & Sara Dick 
Flora Goldberg Paula Katz 
Anna Solomon Robert & Helen Solomon 
Leon Burka Sheldon & Denise Iskow 

Deborah Levy Stuart & Judy Carroll 
Samuel Stein Victor & Lois Seigel 
Raymond Waganheim Zelick & Carol Waganheim 
Michael Waganheim Zelick & Carol Waganheim 
Fanny Waganheim Zelick & Carol Waganheim 

Speedy recovery to: 
Saul Cohen Jack & Bess Teller 

Roz Goldberg Peggy Slade 
Ila Swartz Peggy Slade 

Nathan Rubinstein Youth Fund 
In honor of Shaare Tefila Rene Shumate   

Paver Program 

In honor of: 
Benjamin & Leah Ross Paul & Ruth Ross 

In memory of: 
Betty & Sol Fleck Paul & Ruth Ross 

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
In honor of: 
Rabbi Layman's Chavurah talk Jules & Zelma Fink 
Rabbi Layman Lana Grossman 
Eytan Layman's Bar Mitzvah Martin & Ruth Gutstein 

 Jack & Bess Teller 
 Sidney & Sue Schwartz 

In memory of: 
Jane Harkaway Deborah & Jesse Stiller 
Steve Grossman Barry & Sandra Handloff 

Siddur or Chumash Dedication 
In honor of: 
Michele Peck's 70th Birthday   Judy Folsom,  
 Susan Goldsamt, 
 Edith Kaplan, 

 Judy Katz, 
 Ruth Newhouse, 
 Rita Rubinstein, 
 Peggy Slade, 
 Bess Teller. 

In memory of: 
Frances Miller Rita Rubinstein 
 William & Barbara Harkaway 
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