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Conservation in Action 

PO Box 868 
Newark, CA 94560 
 
 
September 17, 2011 
 
Dear Participant, 
 
Welcome to International Red Panda Day 2011! If you participated in our inaugural awareness campaign 
last year, welcome back. If this is your first year of participation thank you for helping us spread the word 
about red pandas. Our goal for International Red Panda Day (IRPD) is to create as many Red Panda 
Rangers as possible on a single day around the world and raise the funding necessary to protect red panda 
in Nepal. Last year we raised $5,000, which supports the protection of 3% of Nepal’s red panda 
population, and created over 1,000 Red Panda Rangers.  

A Red Panda Ranger is a special title given to children who learn and help spread the word about red 
pandas. To become a Red Panda Ranger, children will need to “travel” the five home country ranges of the 
red panda by completing at least 3 of the 5 games found in the attached participant packet.  

Your participant packet contains everything you need to manage IRPD and help us create Red Panda 
Rangers. The packet will be available to download on our website at http://redpandanetwork.org/get-
involved/international-red-panda-day/. There will be two packets available to download: one for 
educational participants (schools and community groups) and one for institutional participants (zoos). 
Please download the appropriate packet for your organization or group.  

In addition to the activities, your participant packet includes an information sheet for future Red Panda 
Rangers and a press release statement for local media. Please feel free to use the press release with your 
local media to promote the campaign to your constituents. The information sheet can be handed out to 
participating children upon entry or wherever they will begin the activities. The sheet explains their task 
as they travel to each activity station and complete the challenges on their quest to become Red Panda 
Rangers.  
 
For International Red Panda Day 2011, we envision children traveling the world as participants in the Red 
Panda Games, our version of the Olympics. We suggest spreading the activity stations throughout your 
zoo, school or community. We understand that this may not be feasible for every participant. Each 
participant will decide how best to organize the activities for their constituents. 

Upon the completion of 3 activities, children will be awarded with a passport stamped with the 5 red 
panda home range countries and receive an official Red Panda Ranger Certificate (or Junior Forest 
Guardian Certificate for returning Rangers). We have provided you with a blank certificate for you to fill 
in each child’s name. We kindly ask that you take down a list of all the new Rangers you create and take 
digital photos of each new Red Panda Ranger if possible. Please have their parent or guardian sign a 
completed Photo Release Form for Red Panda Network to use on our website and semi-annual newsletter, 
Red Panda Times. Please send the Ranger list and signed forms to Red Panda Network, PO Box 868, 
Newark, CA 94560. 
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Below you will find explanations of the games created for International Red Panda Day and the suggested 
age groups. You can choose to offer all of these activities or pick and choose the ones that best suits your 
needs. 

 
Activity: Pandas in Peril Human Board Game (Age Group: All) 
 
Directions: For complete instructions read the attached game sheet. Set up the game board as instructed. 
Participants will “become” red pandas and learn the challenges for survival in the wild as they travel 
around the game board collecting panda chips. Participants roll a dice to determine the number of spaces 
to travel, pick up any game cards they have landed on and follow the instructions on the card. The game 
ends when all the red pandas reach the end of the game board. Have each red panda discuss what their 
positive and devastating experiences were as they tried to survive the forest. 
 
Hint: Print the game cards and panda chips on sturdy paper such as card stock paper or laminate them so 
they can be re-used in the future. Allow for generous space in between each game card so participants 
have to travel. If you like, you can reward the winning red panda that collects the most panda coins.  
 
Activity: Firefox Fun Memory Card Game (Age Group: All) 
 
Directions: Print doubles of each red panda image for the playing cards. Photocopy the fact sheet for the 
expected number of participants. Randomly place all cards face down in a large square or rectangle. 
Participants take turns to try and match 2 card images correctly. Doing so earns a red panda fact read out 
loud by the game host. At the end of the game, hand the fact sheet out to the participants to take away 
with.  
 
Note: Images provided by Dr. Axel Gebauer solely for the use of IRPD 2011. All rights reserved. No 
images may be reproduced in any form or transmitted electronically by any means, or otherwise, 
without the prior permission of the photographer. 
 
Activity: Lost Little Firefox: An Interactive Tale by Leeza Hernandez (Age Group: All) 
 
Little Firefox, is a red panda, who is super hungry and needs his breakfast, but what could it be? When he 
wanders off to look for food he finds himself lost! Join Little Firefox on his quest and help him return 
home with this interactive tail … we mean tale! Each step of the way on Little Firefox's journey, readers 
will discover fun facts, meet new friends and learn all about Red Panda. 

Directions: Designate a story teller to read the story. When the story teller comes upon a decision point, 
ask the listeners to vote on which direction they would like Little Firefox to take. The path the story takes 
depends on the choices of the listeners. An incorrect choice will result in starting the journey over. There 
will also be an online version of this activity available on our website.   
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Activity: Name that Animal Hunt (Age Group: All) 
 
Directions: Participants will explore your facilities while spotting animals that share red panda habitat. 
Ask children to complete the activity hand out by naming and drawing 5 animals that live in the same 
region as red pandas (Nepal, China, India, Burma and Bhutan). 
 
Hint: If you do not have exhibits featuring animals that share red panda habitat, you can provide a book 
for children to look up the information. Children can also look up this information online. 
 
Activity: Red Panda Coloring Mask (Age Group: Elementary/Grade School children) 
 

Directions: Ask children to color in the provided red panda face template. Assist young children with 
cutting out the colored mask. Punch holes on each side of the red panda face and tie with a string to create 
a mask or tape the mask to a stick. 
 

Hint:  Print the activity on colored paper for those not wanting to color the entire mask.  
 
 
*Brick Stones theme, Panda Chips design and Junior Forest Guardian certificate created specifically for 
Red Panda Network and IRPD 2011 by Leena Swamidorai – www. NovelDesignWorks.com 

 

 
We hope this information has been helpful to you. We would also like to invite you to an online conference 
call (via GoToMeeting) with other participating organizations and groups. The meeting will be scheduled 
for the week of September 5th-9th. If there are more than 16 participants interested in joining the 
conference call we will schedule a second call. We encourage you to attend as this will be your opportunity 
to hear suggestions from other participants and get your questions or concerns answered by Red Panda 
Network team members. Please email Amanda.larrinaga@redpandanetwork.org with your preferred 
meeting date to register for the conference call. You will receive a link, dial-in number and access code as 
confirmation of attendance. A minimum of 5 participants are required for a conference call. 
If you have any further questions regarding International Red Panda Day, the activities, or the Participant 
Conference Call, please contact Amanda Larrinaga at Amanda.larrinaga@redpandanetwork.org or 877-
584-6056 ext. 3. 

 

Kind Regards, 

 
Brian Williams, CEO 



 

Contact: Amanda Larrinaga      FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Phone: 877-584-6056 ext. 3 
Fax: 866-584-6510 
Amanda.larrinaga@redpandanetwork.org 
 

ANNUAL GLOBAL AWARENESS CAMPAIGN FOR RED PANDAS 
 

 
Photo of a trapped red panda taken by Mr. Ram Rimal  

What: International Red Panda Day 
When: Saturday September 17, 2011 
Where: Check with your local zoo or school for participation details, or visit our website for current 
information on participating organizations. 

Join us, Mozilla Foundation and 50 zoos worldwide in a day of fun activities that will celebrate and 
educate the uniqueness of red pandas. This year’s theme is the Red Panda Games. Children will 
“travel” around the world to compete in games from which they will learn different red panda facts 
and get their passport stamped. Our goal is to raise worldwide awareness about red panda, create as 
many Red Panda Rangers as possible on a single day, and raise the funding necessary to protect red 
panda in Nepal. Last year we raised $5,000, which supports the protection of 3% of Nepal’s red 
panda population, and created over 1,000 Red Panda Rangers. 

Red Panda Network is committed to the conservation of wild red pandas and their habitat through 
the education and empowerment of local communities. Though the red panda and its habitat are 
endangered mainly due to livestock grazing, creation of agriculture fields and grazing pastures, 
firewood and fodder collection and road building, red panda are also known to be hunted for their 
beautiful skins and tails because their color is auspicious in some regions of their range. You can help 
by visiting one of the participating organizations or hosting your own red panda party at home, work 
or school on International Red Panda Day. 
 

# # # 
 

If you’d like more information about International Red Panda Day or Red Panda Network, please 
contact Amanda Larrinaga at 877-584-6056 ext. 3 or Amanda.larrinaga@redpandanetwork.org. 
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PHOTOGRAPHY CONSENT FORM / RELEASE

I, (print name)_____________________________________, hereby grant permission to Red Panda Network 

representatives, to take and use photographs and/or digital images of me for use in news releases and/or educational 

materials. These materials might include printed or electronic publications, Web sites or other electronic communications. 

I further agree that my name and identity may be revealed in descriptive text or commentary in connection with the 

image(s). 

______________________________________________
Date

______________________________________________
Signature of adult subject

______________________________________________
Email Address (if you wish to be added to our contact list)

______________________________________________
City, Country

RELEASE FOR MINOR CHILDREN (Under 18)

I, (print name)_________________________________________, parent or official guardian of (child’s name)_

_______________________________hereby grant permission to Red Panda Network  representatives, to take 

and use photographs and/or digital images of my child for use in news releases and/or educational materials as follows 

printed publications or materials, electronic publications, or Web sites. I agree that my child’s name and identity may be 

revealed in descriptive text or commentary in connection with the image(s).

___________________________________________
Date

___________________________________________
Signature of Parent or Guardian

___________________________________________
Email Address (if you wish to be added to our contact list)

___________________________________________
City, Country
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Please print the following

Group or Institution Name:  

Location (City, Country):

Total # of Rangers:

Ranger Name              Age Activities Completed
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September 17, 2011

Dear Future Red Panda Ranger, 

Welcome to International Red Panda Day – the world’s only international awareness campaign dedicated to red pandas. 
This is your opportunity to participate in our own version of the Olympic Games, the Red Panda Games, and become a 
Red Panda Ranger. If you are already a certified Ranger, you can become a Junior Forest Guardian. This is the first time 
we have offered this unique title!

What is a Red Panda Ranger? 

A Red Panda Ranger is a special title given to children who help us spread the word about red pandas. Red Pandas 
are endangered in the wild. For example, the red panda population in Nepal will go extinct in 40 years if we do not do 
something to help them. However, most people have never heard of a red panda. We need your help to let other people 
know that red panda exist and that they are endangered. 

How do you become a Red Panda Ranger? 

You will be given the task of representing the home range countries where Red Pandas live: Nepal, India, China, Burma 
and Bhutan. To earn a red panda passport at the Red Panda Games, you will need to compete in a minimum of 3 games. 
Scattered throughout the vicinity are game stations. You will travel the world to find these game stations and complete the 
activities.  

Once you have successfully completed 3 challenges, you will receive a passport stamped with the five red panda home 
range countries and an official Red Panda Ranger certificate, both personalized with your name. Your picture may also 
be taken so we can post your name and photo on our website and newsletter. We hope you will continue on your journey 
around the world and compete in all 5 challenges.

If you are unable to participate in all of the challenges today, you can visit us on our website at http://redpandanetwork.
org/redpanda/for-kids/ for more information about additional activities you can complete to  the remaining mountains 
you need to climb. Scan and send in your completed work to Amanda.larrinaga@redpandanetwork.org or mail to us at 
P.O. Box 868, Newark, CA 94560 and we will send you your personalized Red Panda Ranger certificate.

Good luck on your quest to become a Red Panda Ranger! 

Namaste,

Brian Williams
CEO and Founder, Red Panda Network



Pandas in Peril
Game created by Amber Neilson, 

Education Coordinator Sequoia Park Zoo; SequoiaParkZoo.net

Goal: To introduce players to the many challenges of the lives of Red pandas.

Grades: 2+ (reading required)

Supplies:

 •	 40 circles (spot markers or circles drawn with chalk on ground)

 •	 Laminated instruction cards 

 •	 1 Dice per player/team & 1 Coin Cup for rolling (yogurt cups)

 •	 Panda Coins in 5 containers

Background: Red panda’s face many threats in the wild. Bamboo die offs and 
predation are natural threats. More common threats include poachers who sell them 
as pets or hunt them for their fur. They also suffer from habitat loss from farming, 
livestock and harvesting of firewood. The Red Panda has a naturally low birth 
rate (usually single or twin births per year), and a high death rate in the wild. The 
number of Red pandas in the wild is unknown because they are elusive and hide in 
the forest canopy. Because their true population numbers are unknown, red pandas 
are currently listed as a “vulnerable species”, but researchers believe they are more 
likely “endangered”. Red pandas are an SSP species (Species Survival Plan); The SSP 
program was developed by the Association of Zoos and Aquariums to help ensure the 
survival of endangered species in zoos and aquariums. Many conservation programs 
are helping to save red pandas by educating local communities about their important 
ecological role in the bamboo forest (i.e. spreading seed through their excrement) and 
by attempting to document accurate size of wild populations. Red Panda Network is 
one of these agencies.
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Set-up:

o	Arrange circles in a giant U-shape, preferably with significant space in between 
circles so participants have to travel. Place instruction card on every 3rd circle 
with the Start and End cards on opposite ends of the U. Where instructed, place a 
cup of panda chips next to the corresponding instruction card.

o	Split players into teams of two (or it can be just individuals)

o	Give each player/team a dice and empty Coin Cup.

Playing the Game:

o	Introduce red pandas and their natural history. Explain they will become red 
pandas and face challenges, as well as birth offspring.

o	Instruct “pandas” that they must walk like a red panda on all fours from space to 
space.

o	Each “panda” begins on START and rolls the dice. If they do not land on 
an instruction card, they roll again. They continue rolling while they move 
around the U-shape. If the “panda” lands on an instruction card, they read the 
instructions and follow the directions. When a card instructs that they “birthed a 
panda”, they pick up a Panda Coin. 

o	Ask each team to wait patiently until the team in front of them has had time to 
move on. Do not pass another panda team.

Assessment:

o	When the pandas all reach the end, ask each panda to share about their journey 
including their # of offspring. 

o	Ask them about the most positive and devastating part of their journey.

o	Discuss actions around the world and at zoos that are currently taking place to 
save the red pandas

o	Collect Panda Coins and Dice.



Adaptations:

Ø	For non-readers: Team with an adult reader or another student that can 
read.

Ø	For readers: Each camper is either in a team of two or completing the 
journey solo. To maximize participant experience, it is recommended that 
no more than 2 in a team be allowed.

Ø	Have students write or draw a story about their journey

Ø	Have student research red panda conservation and fundraise for a non-
profit organization.



GAME CARDS

START
(Role the dice and move forward)

END
(Congratulations! You have 

survived the forest. Wait for further 
directions)

Your mating call is heard by another 
red panda and you birth a cub. Pick 
up 1 panda chip. Move forward 
2 spaces.
A conservation organization replants 
a forest. Now you have a nice green 
corridor to travel through. You birth 
a cub. Pick up 1 panda chip. 
Move forward 2 spaces.



Your habitat is protected by the 
community against deforestation. 
Move forward 2 spaces.

A bamboo die-off happens in your 
forest. You must seek new foraging 
grounds. Move back 2 spaces.

Cattle move up the slopes and into 
your forest, eating your bamboo. 
Time for you to wander in search of 
new habitat. Move back 1 space.

A bamboo die-off makes your forest 
isolated from other red pandas. No 
cubs are born this season. Move 
back 1 space.



The nearby bamboo forest where 
other red pandas live has been 
destroyed and they look for new 
forest. No cubs are born this season. 
Move back 1 space.

Some trees in your forest are cut 
down for fire wood. Move back 2 
spaces.

You escape a hunter in your forest 
and you birth a panda cub. Pick up 
1 panda chip.  Move forward 2 
spaces.

A hunter set a trap for you and you 
got stuck in it. You escape by need 
time to heal. Move back 2 spaces.



A predator is in your forest and you 
must hide high in the trees to remain 
camouflaged. Move back 2 spaces.

This season there was much rain 
and the bamboo grew well. You gave 
birth to two cubs. Pick up 2 panda 
chips. Move forward 2 spaces.

You were a great parent and your cub 
grew up and had a cub of its own. 
Pick up 2 panda chips. Move 
forward 2 spaces.



Panda Chips
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Firefox Fun Fact Sheet

Directions: Read one fact each time a participant correctly matches a pair of red panda images. Hand out this fact sheet at the 
end of the game.

1. The scientific name of red panda is Ailurus Fulgens.

2. The red panda is the original “panda” having been discovered 48 years before the giant black and white 
panda.

3. The word panda is derived from the Nepalese word for “eater of bamboo” – Nigalya Poonya.

4. The Chinese name for red panda is “hunho” which translated in English means firefox. This is due to their 
color and outer physical similarity to foxes.

5. Mozilla’s web browser “Firefox” is named after the red panda. Their logo is a red panda wrapped around the 
world. 

6. Red pandas have an extra “thumb.” It’s an enlarged bone for grabbing bamboo stems.

7. Red pandas claws are sharp and can be pulled back like a cat.

8. Red pandas red and black colors are perfect for camouflaging from their predators. The red fur on their back 
is the same color as the moss found on trees where they live. Their black stomach makes them difficult to see 
from below. Perfect for camouflage. 

9. Red pandas can live up to 14 years in zoos and are estimated to live roughly 7-8 years in the wild. 

10. Red pandas are ready to have babies, called cubs, after they are a year old.

11. Red pandas are officially classified as carnivores. They will occasionally eat an egg, insect or small animal but 
mostly stick to a diet of bamboo leaves, grass and fruit.

12. Red pandas are most active in the early morning and late afternoon. They spend the rest of the day resting in 
trees to conserve their energy.

13. Biologically, red pandas are most closely related to the raccoons. They are similar to giant pandas and bears 
but are classified as a family species of their own.

14. There are 2 sub-species of red panda – Ailurus Fulgens Fulgens found in Nepal, India, China and Bhutan; 
and Ailurus Fulgens Styani found only in China and Burma.

15. A red panda eats approximately 200 leaves of bamboo daily.
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By Leeza Hernandez 
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Little Firefox watched as the birds fished for food.

His tummy gurgled, grumbled and growled, so he decided 
to look for breakfast.

He needed to find some …

A: Fresh, young leaves of bamboo. 
[Turn to Page 3 if you think A is the answer]

Or

B: Juicy, square chunks of Tofu.
[Turn to Page 4 if you think B is the answer]

Join Little Firefox on 
his adventure.

Read the story, answer 
the questions and turn 
the pages to discover 
facts about Little 
Firefox, and help him 
on his journey.
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Well done! You now know Little Firefox’s favorite food.

But Little Firefox didn’t see a single leaf to munch on 
in his usual breakfast spot. His tummy gurgled, grumbled 
and growled, so he continued around the mountain.

He decided to travel …

A: At dusk and dawn. 
[Turn to Page 6 if you think A is the answer]

Or

B: During the day.
[Turn to Page 5 if you think B is the answer]

FACT: Red Panda need to eat as many as 

200,000 leaves of young, bamboo shoots 

per day. But Red Panda will also eat some 

fruit, berries and insects. Yummy!
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Yucky! Sorry, but Little Firefox didn’t like to eat tofu. 

[Turn back to Page 2 and try again]

FACT: Tofu is made from soybean curd and 

looks a bit like a white sponge. It contains 

lots of healthy protein. It was first 

discovered in China a long time ago, but 

people all around the world use it in 

cooking today.
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Yawn! Not this Little Firefox, he preferred to take a nap. 

[Turn back to Page 3 and try again]

FACT: RED PANDA USUALLY SPEND THE DAY SLEEPING 

UP IN THE TREES OF THEIR HABITAT. THAT WAY, 

THEY CAN SAVE AS MUCH ENERGY AS POSSIBLE 

FOR WHEN THEY ARE OUT LOOKING FOR FOOD. 

HIDiNG IN THE TREES ALSO HELPS RED PANDA AVOID 

RUNNING INTO TROUBLE WITH UNWANTED ENEMIES. 
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Let’s go! Yes, Little Firefox traveled best at dusk or dawn.

Little Firefox wandered further from home to look for food. 
His tummy gurgled, grumbled and growled, but suddenly he 
heard a strange sound.

And bumped into a …

A: Llama 
[Turn to Page 8 if you think A is the answer]

Or

B: Snow Leopard
[Turn to Page 7 if you think B is the answer]

FACT: It CAN BE too hot to move around 

during the day FOR RED PANDA. Instead, they 

save their energy and are active in the early 

hours before the day begins—or in the evening, 

just as the sun is going down.
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That’s right! A snow leopard.

Little Firefox jumped behind a bush just before the snow 
leopard saw him.   

He ran, ran, ran far away, but forgot all about his breakfast 
because now he was lost!

Right in front of Little Firefox was a road that split in two.
He needed to follow the path that led …

A: To the mountains in Japan
[Turn to Page 10 if you think A is the answer]

Or

B: To the foothills of Nepal
[Turn to Page 9 if you think B is the answer]

FACT: Snow leopards are smaller than most 

big cats. They live in Southern Asia including Nepal 

and hunt prey for food, which includes Red Panda! 

Other threats to Red Panda include deforestation 

and poaching for their fur—that’s sad. 
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Yikes! Sorry, no Llamas here.

[Turn back to Page 6 and try again]

FACT: Llamas mostly live in Peru and South 

America. They have soft fur and eat mostly 

grasses and alfalfa. Some people keep them as 

working pack animals because they are social, 

friendly animals and can carry heavy loads.

P
hoto courtesy of Leeza H

ernandez
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Hooray! You helped Little Firefox fi nd his way home to Nepal.

Little Firefox discovered a thick patch of 
tasty, fresh bamboo.  

He chewed, chewed and chewed some 
more. Then when he was full, he climbed 
a tree, fl opped on a branch and took a 
nice, long snooze.  

Afterall, Little Firefox needed to save his 
energy so that he could go out and look 
for breakfast fi rst thing in the morning!

FACT: Red Panda are found in places Such as western 

Nepal and northern Myanmar. They also live in 

mountainous areas of southwestern China. Males 

tend to live alone. They like to stretch out in tree 

branches during the summer and wrap themselves 

in their big fluffy tails during the winter. Their 

black bellies help them hidE in the tree tops where 

predators cannot see them fROM the ground, 

because they blend into the trees. 
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Whew! What a trip but Little Firefox wouldn’t live in Japan.

[Turn back to Page 7 and try again]

FACT: You might find red panda in zoos in japan 

but not living wild in the mountains. Famous 

japanese animals include CRANES, japanese 

monkeys, japanese deer, fox and 

raccoon dog.

P
hotos: istockphoto.com
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ABOUT LEEZA HERNANDEZ

Leeza Hernandez is an award-winning illustrator 
and children’s book author who fell in love with 
Red Panda when she was researching data for an 
illustration project. 

She joined forces with the Red Panda Network in 
2009, learned as much as she could about Red 
Panda and now travels to schools, libraries and local 
communities throughout the east coast, to help raise 
Red Panda awareness. 

Leeza is currently working on a children’s book project 
that features a lonely, and hungry Little Firefox. You can 
visit her Web site at: www.leezaworks.com, or e-mail 
her: info@leezaworks.com.
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Name That Animal

Directions: Name and draw 5 animals that share the same habitat as red pandas. See if you can spot them at the zoo or look 
them up at your school library or computer.

Your Name:   

Location (City, Country):

Name of Zoo or School: 

Animal #1 
Name

Characteristics
Location 

Found

Predator or 
Friend of Red 

Panda?

Draw a picture of the animal
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Animal #2 
Name

Characteristics
Location 

Found

Predator or 
Friend of Red 

Panda?

Draw a picture of the animal
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Animal #3 
Name

Characteristics
Location 

Found

Predator or 
Friend of Red 

Panda?

Draw a picture of the animal
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Animal # 4
Name

Characteristics
Location 

Found

Predator or 
Friend of Red 

Panda?

Draw a picture of the animal
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Animal #5 
Name

Characteristics
Location 

Found

Predator or 
Friend of Red 

Panda?

Draw a picture of the animal












