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CLASS I
LAKERS AND LAUNCHES

COMET  
1922 36' Fellows & Stewart Sedan 
200-hp, 6-cyl. Hall-Scott engine
Lois Owens & Family, Orinda, Calif.
 This grand lady of the lake was built at the Fellows & Stewart 
Boatyard at San Pedro, California, on order from San Francisco at-
torney Sidney Ehrman, and kept at Pine Lodge, the family’s Tahoe 
estate (now Sugar Pine Point State Park) developed by Ehrman’s 
father-in-law, Isaias Hellman. Cruising at 30 mph, the aft-cabin 
sedan was considered a speed sensation. 
 By the end of World War II, the Ehrman family turned to 
smaller personal runabouts and Comet was relegated to the boat-
house. In 1965, when the Ehrmans sold their Tahoe property to the 
State of California, the contents of the two boathouses were auc-
tioned off, virtually sight-unseen, with Gordon Hooper and Jordy 
Carlton the successful bidders. The boat that had not been used in 
nearly 20 years was made ready and relaunched the following year 
by Carlton, now her sole owner.
 In 1973, after Carlton’s untimely death, Comet, then at Si-
erra Boat Company, was purchased by publisher Owen Owens, 
one of the founders of Tahoe Yacht Club Foundation’s Concours 
d’Elegance, and a serious restoration undertaken on her hull. To-
day, the Owens family continues to enjoy this original Tahoe boat 
homeported at Sierra Boat Company and honored with the Jordy 
Carlton memorial trophy for “Overall Best of Show” at the 1976 
and 1978 Concours d’Elegance.

FROLIC 
1915 30' Hutchinson Brothers Launch 
110-hp, 6-cyl. Chrysler Crown engine
Bill & Tish Kartozian, Danville, Calif.   
 Frolic is one of the oldest boats on Lake Tahoe and on more 
than one occasion, has been the oldest boat shown at the Lake 
Tahoe Concours d’Elegance. For most of her life, Frolic was a 
resident of New York state on the St. Laurence River. In 1980 she 
was found and purchased by a Wisconsin dentist at the St. Law-
rence Restoration Co. in Clayton, N.Y., where she had been stored 
by her third owner, out of the water, for some 15 years.
 The displacement hull was constructed of Honduras open 
grain mahogany. The brass fittings were nickel-plated as was the 
fashion of the day, and the upholstery was leather.  
 In 1989, Frolic was brought to Sierra Boat Company's Dick 
Clarke for restoration and to her new home at Lake Tahoe by own-
ers Bill and Tish Kartozian. The following year, she was honored 
as the first recipient of the Dick Clarke Perpetual Trophy for the 
boat that best epitomizes Concours standards of elegance. Frolic 
was also one of four boats featured on the U.S. Postal Service's 
2007 “Vintage Mahogany Speedboats” first-class stamp. 

CLASS II
OUTBOARDS AND CANOES

INDIAN GIRL 
1903 18' Rushton Canoe
Edward Hughes, Tahoe City, Calif. 
 The Hughes family was the original owner of this rare model 
canoe. She was manufactured in Canton, N.Y., and her current 
owner grew up with her on the Finger Lakes of New York state.  
Hughes brought it to the north shore of Lake Tahoe when the fam-
ily moved to California in 1985. 

 CLASS II
PRE!WAR RUNABOUTS 

under 23 Feet
  
ANNABELLE 
1939 19' Chris-Craft Barrelback 
130-hp, 6-cyl. Chris-Craft M engine
Jack & Judy McManus, Burlingame, Calif.
 Annabelle was previously owned by Tom and Marti Gross-
man and named Sierra Sunrise. She had been a tour boat for the 
Bijou Resort in South Lake Tahoe. Annabelle has won several sec-

 
HONEH 
1936 19' Chris-Craft Deluxe Runabout 
93-hp, 6-cyl. Chrysler Crown engine
Peter & Jackie George, San Ramon, Calif.
 The boat was dispatched August 20, 1936 to be delivered to 
Wilmington, Calif.. Al Schinnerer of California Classics bought 
the runabout along with a collection of boats stored in a warehouse 
in Long Beach in 1978 from Mike Ferruli. No further history is 
known of the boat. 
 The boat was laid to rest in Al’s Redlands warehouse until 
she was purchased in the early 1990s by Dave Wright. In 2003,  
still with no restoration, Wright sold the boat to Ron Figaro then 
bought her back again three year later. In 2009, Dave sold the boat 
to Don Veihmeyer who fully restored the boat in the winter of 
2009-2010. 

INDIAN GIRL
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MARY SUNSHINE
1941 19’ Chris-Craft 108 Custom Runabout 
145-hp, 6-cyl. Chris-Craft MB engine
John Russell and Mary Fellows, Portland, Ore. 
 Mary Sunshine was shipped from Chris-Craft in Algonac, 
Mich., to Southern California Chris-Craft dealer, H.G. McKinney 
& Co. on May 15, 1941, with the top-option MB engine. The origi-
nal owner was Don Berry who named the boat Dimples. Mary Sun-
shine wound up in Northern California in 1973, and then Florida 
soon after. Purchased by the current owner in 2001, she was pro-
fessionally restored in 2003 by Rudy Rudloff in time for the Tahoe 
Yacht Club Foundation Concours where it was awarded “Best of 
Show under 23 Feet” that year. Mary Sunshine was completely 
renovated and freshened up for the 2013 Concours by Brian and 
Tim Robinson.      

MISS PUDDLE DUCK 
1939 19' Chris-Craft Custom Runabout
130-hp, 6-cyl. Chris-Craft M engine 
Dave & Tammi Lyon, Carmel Valley, Calif.
 Miss Puddle Duck was built at the Chris-Craft Algonac, 
Mich., factory in late 1938 and delivered in late November of that 
year to Wilkes Barr, Pa., as a 1939 model. She is hull #38 of a total 
production run of 145 and one of the few surviving examples with 
limited factory production seamless covering boards. This boat 
remained with her original owners on Mohawk Lake, N.J., from 
1939 to 1966, and was then placed in storage for more than 20 
years. Her second owner brought the boat to the west coast in the 
late 1980s. A sympathetic restoration in the mid-’90s allowed the 
boat to remain in fairly original condition until she was discovered 
by the Lyon family in the summer of 2005 in a storage garage in 
western Nevada.  
 This custom runabout, with her art-deco “Bugatti” windshields 
and barrel-back styling, has been correctly restored by Northwest 
Classic Boats of Auburn, Calif. Miss Puddle Duck, named for the 

class at the 2007, 2008 and 2010 Concours; “Best Chris-Craft of 
Show” and “Overall Best of Show Restored” at the 2008 South 
Tahoe Wooden Boat Classic, and the perpetual trophy for “Overall 
Best of Show under 23 Feet” at the 2008 Concours d’Elegance.
      
SOLITUDE
1939 22' Chris-Craft Custom Runabout 
135-hp, 6-cyl. Chris-Craft MS engine
Ted & Ellen Graves, Tiburon, Calif.
 Solitude was purchased by the Graves in September 1999 af-
ter a complete restoration. She is one of eight remaining of the 
24 produced in 1939. She has received 1st places in her class in 
past Tahoe Yacht Club Foundation Concours and, in 2001, was 
awarded “Best Chris-Craft of Show” and “Marque Class Best of 
Show.”

SPEEDY 102!A 
1935 17' Dodge Model 102-A 
118-hp, 6-cyl. Gray Phantom engine
Brad and Heather Kessel, Bloom"eld Hills, Mich.
 One of the rarest of the exclusive boats produced by Horace 
E. Dodge, Jr., the 102-A was designed by Walter Leveau as a 225 

cubic inch class 
ABPA racer.  
 Speedy 102-
A is one of only 
three Model 102-
A boats known to 
exist, and the only 
one restored to 
factory original-
ity. 1935 marked 
the year that the 
Horace E. Dodge 
Boat and Plane 
Corporation be-
gan to use engines 
from Gray Ma-
rine, and the Gray 
Phantom 6 racing 

engine in Speedy 102-A  is one of the only running examples of 
its type, a highly sophisticated racing engine for its time. The boat 
is planked in ultra-light 5/16" African Mahogany, and is factory 
original in every respect. 
 This Dodge 102-A was precisely restored by David Triano 
of Triano Marine Design, president of the Dodge Boat Owners 
Association and director of preservation and restoration for the 

Thunderbird yacht.
      
TIME OUT 
1941 19' Chris-Craft 108 Custom Runabout 
145-hp, 6-cyl. Chris-Craft  MB engine
John Warner, Santa Barbara, Calif.
 Time Out is a new acquisition for the Warners who found her 
for sale just last year.  In storage for many years, John has been ac-
tively bringing her out of hibernation with most of her mechanicals 
de-bugged and gearing up for getting cosmetics and authenticity 
dialed-in. John quotes one much respected restorer of barrelbacks 
who said Time Out is perhaps one of the two or three most original 
of the approximately 100 barrelbacks he has closely looked at so  
he is proceeding very carefully on her maintenance.  
    
TOP DUCK
1935 22' Gar Wood 22-40 Runabout
169-hp, 6-cyl.  Scripps 152 engine
Bill & Nancy Kehoe, Loomis, Calif. 
 Top Duck was manufactured in Marysville, Mich., one of 
only a few 22-foot runabouts that came from the factory with a 
Scripps engine. She was originally shipped to St. Louis, Mo. After 

boat, completely unseaworthy. She eventually found her way to 
Southern California when the Kehoes learned of the Gar Wood 
being for sale and brought her home to begin a total restoration. 
 All work including the re-building of the engine, upholstery, 

trailer, has been done by the owners. And it all paid off for the Ke-
hoes at Tahoe Yacht Club Foundation’s 2010 Concours d’Elegance 
when Top Duck was awarded “Best Gar Wood of Show” and “Best 
Non-professional Restoration.” 

PRE!WAR RUNABOUTS under 23 Feet
(continued)
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DISPATCH 
1931 33' Gar Wood 33-50 Runabout 
650-hp, 12-cyl. Rolls-Royce engine
Tom & Maurine Turner, Carnelian Bay, Calif.
 Dispatch, #108, as she was originally named, was sold new 
by Tahoe Gar Wood dealer J.P. Obexer to Arthur K. Bourne, heir to 
the Singer Sewing Machine fortune, and arrived at Lake Tahoe via 

to-last 33-ft. runabout built by Gar Wood and came suited with a 
425-hp Liberty V-12 engine. 
 When Bourne sold the boat to R. Stanley Dollar, she was re-
christened Wychwood, the name of the Dollar estate on what is 
now known as Dollar Hill. Dollar also installed a prototype 625-hp 
Curtis Conquerer V-12 aircraft conversion engine in the 1950s. Her 
next owner, in 1971, was B.C. “Short” Wheeler who gave her his 
wife’s name, Kathryn.  
 Today, the vessel is powered by a 650-hp Rolls Royce V-12 
Merlin marine conversion installed in 1995, the year she was pur-
chased by the Turners. Renamed Dispatch, she is maintained at Si-
erra Boat Company who did a total restoration of the boat in Janu-
ary 2004. Her decking and sides were removed, the engine rebuilt, 
the metal was chromed, the frame repaired, upholstery replaced 

Concours d’Elegance in honor 
of original Tahoe boats. Even the horn works in this boat which 
has remained on Lake Tahoe since delivery to Bourne’s Marla Bay 
estate 82 years ago.
 In 2007, Dispatch was honored as one of four featured boats 

class stamp.
     

CLASS IV
PRE!WAR RUNABOUTS 

23 Feet and Over

BIG BOY
1937 28' Gar Wood 746 
316-hp, 12-cyl. Scripps 302 engine
Stephen & Janice Hamill, Alamo, Calif.
 Big Boy, formerly named America, is a triple cockpit custom 
runabout, hull #5925, and the only Model 746 ever built. Built by 
the Gar Wood Boat Division at Marysville, Mich., The boat was 
shipped on June 8, 1937, to the Wisconsin Transportation Compa-
ny, Lake Geneva, and initially purchased by 
J.E. McAuley for $7,720! The 343rd of 352 
total Gar Wood custom runabouts manufac-
tured between 1920 and 1941, Big Boy cruis-
es up to 47 mph. The boat is one of only 10 
Gar Wood triple cockpit Custom Runabouts 
equipped with this powerful V-12 engine; 

was delivered in August, 1934. Six of the 10 
were sold by Lake Tahoe Gar Wood dealer, 
Jake Obexer.                                  
Big Boy
California. Sierra Boat Company completed 
a second comprehensive restoration in 2013 
to address pervasive dry rot discovered in 

-
ration, compromising the structural integrity 
and safety of the boat.
  The boat, which has appeared in ads 
for Serengeti Sunglasses, Mercedes and a 
German catalog, has received a number of 
awards: “Best Antique Runabout over 22-
feet.” at the First International ACBS Show; 
“Best Engine” at Tahoe Yacht Club Foun-
dation’s Concours d’Elegance, “Best Triple 
Cockpit Runabout” at the  Shriners’ Concours 
d’Elegance, and “People’s Choice” at the 
South Tahoe ACBS Wooden Boat Classic. 

BIG BOY
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GRAND CRU 
1930 24' Chris-Craft 103 Runabout 
175-hp, 6-cyl. Chris-Craft MCL engine
John & Cathy Stannard, Los Gatos, Calif.
 The Grand Cru was originally delivered to Ray Brewster of 
New York on May 19, 1930. She was a ride boat on Lake Win-
nipesaukee in New Hampshire and after many years was retired. 
Howard Peck found the boat in a barn and restored it in 2001. 
Grand Cru has been shown in many boat shows on the east coast 
from Mt. Dora, Florida, to Clayton, N.Y. and has won many 
awards along the way. She was purchased by her current owners 
in 2009 and delivered to Sierra Boat Company where she had a 
complete update preparing her to be a great running Lake Tahoe 
boat.”
      
HIJACKER 
1929 28' Chris-Craft 14 Runabout 
225-hp, 8-cyl. Chris-Craft  A-70 engine
James & Sondra Wright, McMinnville, Ore.
 Originally shipped from Chris-Craft in Algonac, Mich., to 
Camden, Maine on June 29, 1929, hull #3042 is a stock model 

special blue Russialoid interior.  Original cost was $4,975.  
 Dave Wright had purchased her (then named Smuggler) in 
1987 from Obexer’s Marina in Homewood.  Jim Wright purchased 

it from Dave Wright (no relation) in 2006. It carries the extremely 
rare Chris-Craft 825 cubic inch A-70 V-8 engine, the original “big-
block” V-8.  Less than a dozen of these are in running condition 
today; 180 28-ft. runabouts were built over the entire production 
run from 1929-1931, only 31 are known to have survived. Mike 
Green of Maritime Classics restored Hijacker alongside Topper 
over a six-year period. Hijacker is the original name as listed on 
the factory hull card.

MOUNTAIN LYON 
1932 28' Sea Lyon Runabout 
325-hp, 12-cyl. Lycoming UF engine
Lee & Sandy Chase, Los Gatos, Calif.
 This extremely rare triple cockpit runabout was found about 
15 years ago in a boat warehouse near Clayton, N.Y., in a state of 
decay often described as a “gray hulk.” The boat was hauled back 
to San Jose where Chase was able to buy it when the original buyer 
decided not to undertake the project.               
 The project was a total keel-up restoration done over a period 

with bits and pieces of various other boats and it was quite a puzzle 

Chase went to a lot of trouble to save as much of the original wood 
as possible, but much of it was either rotted or cracked. What he 

(continued)
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MOUNTAIN LYON (continued)
replaced was done to match the original. The Lycoming V-12, 325-
hp engine was offered by Sea Lyon as the top of the line engine 
for this boat and is very rare; one of the most awesome of all the 
vintage marine engines.

OH DANNY BOY 
1929 26' Chris-Craft 7 Runabout
225-hp, 8-cyl. Chris-Craft A-70 engine
Bernie & Carol Atkinson, Carnelian Bay, Calif.
 Oh Danny Boy was built at the Algonac Plant in Michigan and 
shipped to Syracuse, Ind., on May 28, 1929.  In the fall of 1990, 
Atkinson brought the boat from Minnesota to Lake Tahoe and en-
tered her in the 1991 Concours d’Elegance.  In the past several 
years, the boat and engine were completely restored to her original 
condition with green upholstery and the original top.  In the 2006 
Antique Classic Boat Society International Show, Oh Danny Boy 
was awarded “Best Preserved Boat” in the country.  Oh Danny Boy 
was also awarded “Best of Class” at the Concours d’Elegance.

REDHAWK
1929 24' Chris-Craft Model 3 Runabout
425-hp, 8-cyl. GM engine
Lew & Debra Dobbins, Nevada City, Calif.
 Redhawk, hull #2329, left the Algonac, Mich., plant on July 
3, 1929, headed for Chicago and use by the U.S. Government. 
She was a special order that included a Studebaker Marine en-
gine (instead of the usual 106-hp Chrysler) and the name, Gladys 
B, painted on her hull sides. Speculation is that she was “under 
cover” and used as a rum runner chaser. 
 This boat came to Lake Tahoe in 2005 from Michigan and 
was purchased in August of 2007 in very poor condition with a 
split keel and three holes in her bottom. Extensive rebuilding of 
this boat has taken place since, thanks to: Northwest Classic Boats, 
Sierra Boat Company, California Classic Boats, Rod’s Stitched In-
teriors and her owners.  Redhawk is the latest addition to the Dob-
bins’ family and will be enjoyed at many Tahoe Yacht Club and 
Antique and Classic Boat Society functions throughout Northern 
California for many, many years to come!

SHOOTING STAR 
1937 28' Hacker-Craft Runabout
316-hp, 12-cyl. Scripps 302 engine
Tom & Polly Bredt, Portola Valley, Calif.
 Shooting Star is a one-of-a-kind design built as a special or-
der for a Seattle owner. Due to World War II, the deal fell through 
and the boat remained in storage at the factory in Mount Clemens, 
Mich.  In 1946, Fred Main, from Tahoe Boat Company, found the 
boat on a trip to Michigan along with a new WWII-era Scripps en-
gine still in its crate. Fred bought the boat and engine and had both 
shipped to Lake Tahoe.                                        
 Dick Clarke installed the V-12 engine in August 1946 and 
Main raced the boat, called The Hacker, in Tahoe Yacht Club races 
in 1946 and 1947.  In 1948, Brad Baruh purchased the boat, re-
named her Shooting Star and raced her from 1949 to 1951.  Lowell 
Berry purchased the boat in 1953 and raced her extensively until 
1959.  In 1954, she won the TYC Commodore’s Trophy for most 
points in the season in TYC races. In 1960, Dick Clarke purchased 
the boat and then sold her to Bob and Andy Williams in 1961, who 
renamed her Horrido!. Tom and Polly Bredt purchased her in 1996 
and restored the Shooting Star name.                                
 Shooting Star was restored by Tony Brown at Western Run-
abouts with the Scripps engine restored by John Allen.  In 1998, 
she received numerous awards at the Tahoe Yacht Club Foundation 
Concours d’Elegance including “Overall Best of Show,” “Best En-
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gine of Show,” “Best Professional Restoration” and “Best Hack-
er.” She was also awarded the “People’s Choice” and “Skippers’ 
Choice” awards at the 2001 ACBS Tahoe Keys Show.”

STAR DUST 
1934 27' Chris-Craft Custom Runabout 
375-hp, 8-cyl. Crusader engine
Tahoe Maritime Museum, Homewood, Calif.
 This summer, Tahoe Maritime Museum members can take a 
tour on the historic ride boat, Star Dust, a runabout with a long 
Tahoe history. After a brief period in Wisconsin, Star Dust was 
brought to Lake Tahoe by Fred Kehlet in the 1930s to serve as one 
of the ride boats for his Meeks Bay Resort.  Kehlet’s was just one 
of the many hotels offering boats for hire, especially during the 
Great Depression when many could not afford their own vessel. 
For a relatively small amount of money, visitors could enjoy a ride 
across the lake in one of Kehlet’s mahogany speed boats and by 
1932, he earned a reputation for taking riders from Meeks Bay to 
Cave Rock in less than an hour.    
 Until recently Star Dust was powered by her original A-120 
Chris-Craft engine, a 250-hp, 8-cyl. engine that had a displace-
ment of 825 cubic inches. While generous donations from museum 
members have allowed the museum to replace the original with 
modern power, Star Dust’s old engine remains a valuable part of 
the museum’s collection and can be featured in future museum dis-

plays. The new Crusader engine will ensure that museum members 
will have a safe, reliable engine and boat to drive them around the 
lake. After years in private service, she was donated in 2002 by 
Tom and Polly Bredt to Tahoe Maritime Museum who is happy to 
help reclaim her past as a Lake Tahoe Ride Boat.      
      
TOPPER 
1929 28' Chris-Craft 15 Limousine 
225-hp, 8-cyl. Chris-Craft A-70 engine 
James & Sondra Wright, McMinnville, Ore.
 This boat, featuring a Van Mourick limousine top, was origi-
nally shipped on a “show” cradle from Chris-Craft in Algonac, 
Mich., to California on March 16, 1929 for the Northern California 
Boat Show in San Jose.  Hull #3031 is a model 15 DeLuxe Cabin 
Sedan runabout, originally costing $5,850.  
 It was found in derelict condition in the Sacramento delta in 
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TOPPER (continued)
the 1980s. Jim Wright purchased it from Dave Wright (no relation) 
in 2006.  It carries the extremely rare Chris-Craft 825 cubic inch 
A-70 V-8 engine – the original “big-block” V-8. Less than a dozen 
of these are in running condition today: 117 28-ft. runabouts were 
produced for 1929, 32 were sedans, and fewer still were limou-
sines.  Mike Green of Maritime Classics restored Topper alongside 
Hijacker over a six-year period.

TRIPLE TIME 
1937 25' Gar Wood 740 Custom Runabout 
316-hp, 12-cyl. Scripps 302 engine
Dr. J. Craig Venter, La Jolla, Calif. 
 The year, 1937, was an optimistic one, as the country seemed 
to be on the road to recovery. Gar Wood built 267 boats in 1937, 
about 100 more than any other year in the 1930s. Triple Time is 
one of only nine 25-ft. runabouts built in 1937, and one of only 

1937-1941. 
 The favored formula for making speedboats go fast in the 
1920s and ’30s included a large displacement and low rpm power-
plant swinging a large wheel (propeller). The Scripps V-12 engine, 
model 302, original to this boat, is no exception to that formula. 
With a cylinder bore of 4 inches and a stroke of 5 inches, the dis-
placement totals 894 cubic inches. The engine was said to produce 
316 horsepower at 2,600 rpm. The propeller is 17 inches in diam-
eter, with a pitch of 25 inches. 
 The boat has been restored beautifully from stem to stern, in-

cluding the Scripps V-12 engine and the correct, original pattern 
and color leather upholstery.      

 CLASS V
POST WAR RUNABOUTS

DORK
1948 19' Chris-Craft Racing Runabout
158-hp, 6-cyl. Chris-Craft MBL engine
Bill Shepherd & Rob Shepherd, Lafayette, Calif.    
 Dork was sold in 1948 at the San Francisco Boat Show, then 
purchased by Wilbur Miller in 1953 off an Indian reservation near 
Tonopah, Nev. She has been in the Miller-Shepherd family since 
Wilbur gave Dork to his grandsons, Bill and Rob Shepherd, in 
1988. This boat has won awards in the “racer” class in every boat 
show except for the year she sank just before the judging. This is 
the only boat that has been shown in every Lake Tahoe Concours 
d’Elegance. 

ELOQUENT (not pictured) 
1957 14' Yellow Jacket Coronado 
4-cyl. Fageol Supercharged  engine
Al Engel, Richmond, Calif. 
 These boats were originally molded in Canada and shipped to  
the Yellow Jacket Boat Company in Denison, Texas, part owned 
by the “King of the Cowboys,” Roy Rogers, for assembly. There 
were less than 100 Yellow Jacket inboards made. Engel purchased 
his boat from a gentleman in Illinois. The motor is a Fageol Marine 
engine 44, which is a Crosley. 

TRIPLE TIME

DORK
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GLACIER GIRL 
1956 22' Stan-Craft Torpedo 
360-hp, 8-cyl. Indmar 
Terry and Bobbie Fiest, Orlando, Florida 
 Glacier Girl was built in Somers, Mont., on Flat Head Lake 
and is hull #9 of 10 built from 1946 to 1956. Stan Young built 
these beautiful torpedo stern hulls in the winter and debuted them 
in the spring to attract customers to his business. They were all 
different because each year he made changes to the design. One 
big change came in 1954 when he added the “Bat Wings” under 
the waterline aft and widened the transom design. There were only 
four built with the wings, three of which are known to exist.                   
 Glacier Girl was delivered in the spring of 1956 to the Lake 
McDonald Boat Company of West Glacier, Mont., and operated 
as a ride boat. A brochure from the Glacier Park archives reads:  
“A sleek new 1956 Stan-Craft ‘Torpedo’ Runabout operates daily 
from Apgar Village at the south end of Lake McDonald.... a ride 
on this boat could be one of the most remembered highlights of 
anyone’s vacation.” The cost: $1 per person.                        
 The boat operated on the lake until the mid ‘60s and remained 
in Montana for several years. Like most old wood boats, it passed 
through many owners and was eventually donated to the Univer-
sity of Oregon for a tax write-off. The University sold it to an in-
dividual in Portland who cosmetically made it into a running boat. 
When he decided to sell it after a couple of years, Fiest purchased 
it sight-unseen. 
 Through a network of friends, it made its way to Orlando and 
underwent a total restoration. It now has a new bottom, sides and 
decks. The side frames, covering boards, deck frames and shelf 

-
tion was to remove all the steel screws and hardware. Stan-Craft 
boats were built with steel fasteners because of the low moisture 
content in Montana. The original engine was a Chrysler 6-cyl. 
M47S, but that engine was replaced in the early 1960s and it is 
currently powered by a Indmar “Hammer Head” 5.7 liter Corvette 
LS1 V-8 engine.                       
 The restoration was a three-plus year project and is an owner 
restored boat. The owners towed the boat 3,000 miles from their 
home in Orlando, Florida to Lake Tahoe for this year’s Concours.

STUDEBAKER (not pictured) 
1947 17' Western Fairliner Torpedo 
95-hp, 6-cyl. Chris-Craft  K engine
Bob & Madeleine Mount, Santa Rosa, Calif.
 Western Fairliner Torpedos were built by the Western Boat 
Building Company of Tacoma, Wash. The radically-styled boat 
was patterned after the Hacker and Dee Wite torpedos of the same 
period. According to historian Bob Speltz, only 35 Fairliner Torpe-
dos were built over a nine-year production run that ended in 1956. 

Because of the oval design they were fairly expensive 
to produce by standards of the time.  Studebaker is 
#11 of the 35.  Less than 10 of the original production 
are presently accounted for.
  Almost all of the 35 produced were 17 feet in 
length, with a few being 18 feet, and one custom 

of the standard Torpedo Runabout were: TYPE: 
Deluxe Sport Runabout; LENGTH: 17'0"; BEAM: 
6'0"; HULL: Rigid Mahogany and Spruce framing 
with double-planked bottom; PRICE, FOB: $3,150-

$3,475 depending on engine. Although sales literature mentioned 
Gray Marine engines only, according to Dave Lobb of Northwest 
Classic Boats (who restored this boat in 1996-97 for John Walton 
and is the recent restorer for the current owner) in Auburn, Calif., 
the company also used Chris-Craft and Chrysler engines in some 
of their boats.  Studebaker’s 95-hp Chris-Craft engine is the factory 
original.

SWEET & LOW (not pictured) 
1951 19' Chris-Craft Racing Runabout 
158-hp, 6-cyl. Chris-Craft MBL engine
Bob Robertson, Nevada City, Calif.
 When Sweet & Low was purchased in June 2008, from Les 
Lyon in a small town just south of Sand Point, Idaho, the boat was 

which caused extensive dry rot. The bottom frames were badly 
hogged from sitting on an irregular shaped dolly and the stingers 
were broken. But with all these problems Robertson saw the pos-
sibility of a beautiful boat in the future. Once the boat was back in 
Nevada City, the work began:  stringers, keel, stem, top, sides and 
bottom frames were all replaced except for the two side frames 
that were still okay. The engine and transmission were rebuilt, all 

-
rior was done. Robertson did most of the work himself except for 

Sweet & 
Low
     
WATER ROCKET 
1953 17' Chris-Craft Rocket Runabout 
131-hp, 6-cyl. Chris-Craft KBL engine
Stacey Thompson, San Diego, Calif.
 Water Rocket, a second place winner in the 2003 Lake Tahoe 
Concours d’Elegance, was featured on the cover of West Marine 
catalogue in 2004. The unique boat was originally shipped to Fres-
no, Calif.

GLACIER GIRL

WATER ROCKET
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was purchased by LaPointe’s Classic 
Boat & Motor of Spring Park. LaPointe’s 
subsequently sold her to California resi-
dent Mike Davis who hired LaPointe’s 
to manage the extensive keel-up restora-
tion performed by Dan Nelson of Nelson 
Boatworks.
 The work paid off with Nelson tak-
ing the perpetual award for “Best Profes-
sional Restoration” for Hungry Blonde, 
and the boat winning “Best of Show 
under 23 Feet” at the 2012 Concours 
d’Elegance.

PHASE V (not pictured)
1955 21' Chris-Craft Capri 
200-hp, 8-cyl. Chrysler Hemi engine
Michael & Sandy Davis, Napa, Calif.
 In 2012, Phase V’

Concours. In 
2013 the interior was restored to Cerulean Blue (C/C) and white, 
a special order from Chris-Craft in 1955.
   
VENTUNO 
1955 21' Chris-Craft Cobra 
285-hp, 8-cyl. Cadillac engine
Steve & Beth Marini, Danville, Calif.

CLASS VII
CENTURY (No Entries) 

WILDWOOD 
1954 22' Stan-Craft Torpedo 
300-hp, 8-cyl. Chrysler Hemi engine
Robert Mullarkey, Homewood, Calif.
 Wildwood is a Stan-Craft torpedo stern runabout built by Stan 
Young at his boat works at Flathead Lake, Mont. There were several 
previous torpedo runabouts built but in keeping with Stan-Crafts 

-
dard bottom and the torpedo stern. The transition from standard bot-
tom to torpedo stern happens at the waterline where the structure 

 The original owner wanted the fastest boat in his yacht club so 

by Dan Foster. The Davis’ purchased the boat in 1999 from Syd 
Young where it was being stored at the Stan-Craft Boatworks in Post 
Falls, Idaho.

CLASS VI
BLONDE DECK CHRIS!CRAFT RUNABOUTS

        
HUNGRY BLONDE 
1949 20' Chris-Craft Custom Runabout 
158-hp, 6-cyl. Chris-Craft MBL engine
Michael & Sandy Davis, Napa, Calif.
 Hungry Blonde was originally shipped to Inland Marine Boat 
Company, Williams Bay, Wis., on November 8, 1948, and was, 
most likely, enjoyed on Lake Geneva when new. From Lake Ge-
neva she was transported to Minnesota where she changed hands 
through at least two more owners who kept her in storage until she 

POST WAR RUNABOUTS
 (continued)

WILDWOOD

VENTUNO
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(continued)

BELLA DONNA

LA DOLCE RIVA

CLASS VIII 
RIVA & INTERNATIONAL

AMARE (not pictured) 
1968 20' Riva Super Florida 
220-hp, 8-cyl. Riva Crusader engine
Dirk Reed & Linda Rhodes
 Amare
hull design with a more raked bow and modern V-bottom very 
similar to the Olympic series of Riva boats. In the Super Florida 
models, which span from 1955 to 1969, this series represents the 

making abilities. Although Amare was received in generally good 
condition when Reed bought her, he decided to bring her up to 
the standards of his other Rivas. Thus, a comprehensive restora-
tion that involved bottom replacement and structural repairs was 
performed.
       
BELLA DONNA 
1969 22' Riva Ariston 
270-hp, 8-cyl. Riva Crusader engine
Dale & Donna Reynolds, Walnut Creek, Calif.
 Bella Donna is unique in that she is one of only 28 Aristons 
built in 1969. The model was Carlo Riva’s favorite boat which he 
named Ariston, “the best” translating from the Greek.
 After 30 years of dreaming of owning a Riva, Reynolds found 
what he was looking for while on a trip to Italy in 2001 – a 1969 
Ariston sitting on her cradle in front of the boat yard Centro Nau-
tico Salò at Lago d’Garda. She was absolutely “naked” but in the 
process of being brought back to life: a new bottom, new engine, 
new upholstery, and 22 coats of varnish. Eventually she would be 
restored to her original splendor as she was, hull #908, originally 
delivered new from the factory at Lago d’Iseo, Sarnico, Italy, to 
Corvino Stanislao of Napoli.               
 After visiting a few more boat yards in Italy and Sweden and 
arriving home from his trip, Reynolds put pencil to the paper and 

e-mail offers back and forth, Bella Donna (beautiful lady) arrived 

from Italy on August 7, 2002, two days before the Lake Tahoe 
Concours d’Elegance -
mulating 97 out of a possible 100 judging points. She also took a 

 In November, 2010, she was delivered to Northwest Classic 
Boats in Auburn, Calif., to have her top deck and transom replaced 

Bella Donna
class and the Riva Perpetual Trophy for “Best Riva of Show” (non 
Marque class) in Tahoe Yacht Club Foundation’s 2012 Concours. 
   
LA DOLCE RIVA 
1962 26'4" Riva Super Tritone 
275-hp ea., 8-cyl. twin Lincoln 431 engines 
John Wickland, Sacramento, Calif.
 
be the most beautiful model of all. The predecessor to the popular 
Super Aquarama but more elaborate in its construction, it was the 
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owners in 2007. Since then, Tiger has been used every summer by 
the Pauls to explore Tahoe with family and friends.                 
 Tiger is one of the earliest Series III Aquaramas produced  by 

Aquarama hull design. This new hull design involves a pronounced 
“deep-V” shape that results in a more comfortable and dry ride 
than previous models. Approximately 464 Series III Aquaramas 
were manufactured from 1969 to 1996.                      
 After using Tiger
undertook an extensive restoration last year in hopes of being faith-
ful to her history and original quality. That restoration also earned 
her the top honors in Tahoe Yacht Club Foundation’s 2012 Con-
cours: the Riva Aquarama “Marque Class Best of Show” and the 
Jordy Carleton perpetual trophy for “Overall Best of Show”!

CLASS IX
RACE BOATS

       

CHECKMATE 
1960 14’ Patterson B Racing Runabout 
140-hp, 4-cyl. Triumph engine
Michael Maginn, Long Beach, Calif.
 Checkmate is a very unique boat with its scow bow, twin 
counter rotating propel-
lers, z-drive gearbox, 
and twin rudders.  After 
the original owner died, 
the boat was never in the 
water until this year.  It 
was displayed in a mu-
seum and a restaurant 
until Maginn purchased 
it last year.

H!2 
1940 9’ Jacoby Class A Hydroplane 
12-hp, 2-cyl. Johnson KR engine
J. Craig Venter, La Jolla, Calif.

was owned and raced by Paul Wearly, a very notable outboard racer 
of the 1930s–1950s. This particular boat was his 1940 A-class hy-

RIVA & INTERNATIONAL

LA DOLCE RIVA (continued)
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most powerful, expensive and fastest model in Riva’s early 1960s 
catalog. A mere 27 Super Tritones left Riva’s Sarnico premises.  
 Wickland purchased the boat and put her on Lake Tahoe in 

owners, all from the Naples, Italy vicinity, used her extensively 
on the Mediterranean. Since Wickland has owned her, she was re-

in 2000 and during the winter of 2008/9, her decks and hullsides 
were replanked. Both engines were rebuilt in 1990 and again in the 
spring of 2011.                      

Carlo Riva International Trophy and has been a participant in nu-
merous Lake Tahoe Concours d’Elegance shows. La Dolce Riva 
has over 1000 hours on her and during the summer can be seen 
regularly on the Lake with a boatload of people. 

SAPHIR II 
1963 22' Riva Super Ariston
290-hp, 8-cyl. Chrysler engine
David & Diane Paul, Los Angeles, Calif.
 Saphir II is hull #521 of 1,012 Aristons built, and one of only 
181 Super Aristons manufactured over a 15-year period. She is in 
original condition and has less than 250 hull hours. 
 Saphir II was used at Lago d’Iseo in northern Italy and per-
haps other lakes in the area, all of her life until 2000, never straying 
far from the Riva factory located at Sarnico. In the fall of 2000, she 
was purchased by Sierra Boat Company from Meriso Marini in 
Paratico, a small town just a few kilometers inland from Sarnico. 
She was delivered to Lake Tahoe in 2001 and won first place in the 
Riva class at the Lake Tahoe Concours. Saphir II was  purchased 
by the Pauls in June of 2004 and subsequently took another first 
place in her class at the 2006 Concours d’Elegance. 

TIGER 
1969 27' Riva Aquarama #333 
220-hp ea., 8-cyl. Riva Crusader (2) engines
David & Diane Paul, Los Angeles, Calif. 
 With hull #333, Tiger is one of 769 Aquaramas produced 
over a 36-year period by Riva at Lago d’Iseo, Italy. The boat was 
originally delivered in 1969 to Viareggio, Italy, for a client of Riva 
from Florence. She enjoyed a life on the lakes of Italy until she 
was brought to Lake Tahoe in 2006 and purchased by her current 

SAHPIR II

TIGER
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(continued)

droplane APBA National 
record setter. The boat 
was found in a basement 
in Upstate, N.Y., several 
years ago and was lov-
ingly restored to museum 
quality. 

WILDHORSES/T-44
1997 33' Brown & Bassett Gentlemen’s Racer
650-hp, 12-cyl. Rolls Royce engine
Dave & Lynn Olson, Tiburon, Calif.
 Wildhorses aka T-44, is a 1997 Bassett Brown Gentleman’s 
Racer powered by a 1930s Rolls Royce V-12 Meteor converted for 
marine use. The motor develops some 650 hp. 
 The 33-ft. boat was designed by Ken Bassett of Vermont for 
Tahoe’s Tony Brown and Dave Olson. Construction was done 
by Tony’s Western Runabout and Ken Bassett over three years. 
The goal of having a new race boat using modern construction 
techniques along with current design information was achieved, 

ending up with a new boat which resembles and has the beauty of 
a wooden racer from the 1930s.

CLASS IX
COMMUTERS AND CRUISERS

MERGANSER 
1936 36' Stephens Motor Yacht
110-hp, 4-cyl. Yanmar engines
William & Susan Parker, El Dorado Hills, Calif.
 
that made Stephens the premiere builder of its time.  Originally 
owned by Dr. Herbert Samuel Chapman, this vessel has had great 
care with her current owner restoring her to her current splendor. 
Master craftsmen Hector and Adrian Melgoza spent over two years 
repairing and replacing her teak topside and Port Orford cedar 
hull, superstructure and interior woodwork. Her electrical, plumb-
ing and propulsion systems are new as well as her diesels and bow 

MERGANSER
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COMMUTERS & CRUISERS

MERGANSER (continued)
thrusters. The vessel has been thoroughly re-constructed includ-

-
ers and keel bolts, an extensive superstructure re-build, all new 
coatings, etc. The bottom planks are epoxy splined and covered 
in epoxy laminate. All surface coatings were upgraded to modern 
standards. All topside hardware has been triple plate chromed. All 

 The Merganser was launched by Dr. Chapman on May 10, 
1936 under the name of Bobby Lu (using his daughter’s name, 
Bobby, and his wife’s name, Luella). The family owned the beau-
tiful deckhouse cruiser until 1940 when Chapman decided to sell 
it for fear that the Coast Guard would take her into service. This 
information comes via Bobby Chapman-Arismendi who was 12 
years old when her father purchased the boat for $6,550 plus 3% 
sales tax. Bobby, now in her 80s, remembers her dad taking the 
family on a three-week trip to the 1939 World’s Fair on the Bobby-
Lu and suspects he got a deal on the boat because he was the Ste-
phens’ family physician. 
 The Merganser—which has sailed under the names of Bobby-
Lu, Tomarie IV, Tawah V, Sully, and Wyntoon— has been thought 
by some to have once belonged to Mrs. Lora Knight. While the 
Vikingsholm owner did have a 36-ft. Stephens built in 1936 which 
she kept on Lake Tahoe for years and both yachts were moored 
in the Martinez marina for a while, the Parkers believe, based on 
paperwork they have that this is not the case.  
 This yacht is amazingly original with her four-burner gas 
and two-burner wood stove and smoke stack, swim ladder, spot 

on.  Entered in the Concours
perpetual trophy for “Most Elegant Boat of Show.”

SAGA
1930 38' Chris-Craft Commuter
480-hp, 8-cyl. Mercruiser engine
Edward & Deborah Scott, Oakland, Calif.
 Saga (hull #5050) is one of only 17 38-ft. Chris-Craft Com-
muters surviving from the 62 originally built and sold. She was 

originally named Syrne I and shipped on April 18, 1930 to Young 
Rubber Corporation in New York City. The Commuter sold for the 
then hefty price of $15,000! Its complete pedigree has not yet been 
fully established but the Scotts know she was owned by the New 
York State Police Department in the late 1940s and 1950s where 
she was run out of Massena, New York.  
 Syrne I sat outdoors for some 23 years where she was ran-
sacked and deteriorating. Her owner had ideas of restoring her but 
never got around to doing it. In 1984 Mirick Friend purchased 
the desecrated hull and, along with Ivan Phelps of Wooden Boat 
Shop  in New Hampshire, started a significant restoration project. 
After nearly 2,000 hours of restoration work she made her debut 
as Friendship at the New Hampshire Boat Show at Lake Winni-
pesaukee.
 In 1998, Edward and Deborah Scott purchased Friendship and 
had her transported to Sierra Boat Company at Lake Tahoe. She 
was renamed Saga after the books, “Saga of Lake Tahoe,”  I and 
II, written by Ed’s father, Bud Scott. Saga has been fully restored 
over a seven year period by Sierra Boat Company under the watch-
ful eye of Pat Bagan.  Now with the restoration complete, Saga can 
be seen gliding majestically over the waters of Lake Tahoe with 
Tahoe-ites aboard, cruising and socializing in the grand manner of 
the 1930s.      
                               

THUNDERBIRD
1939 55' Huskins Boat Works Hacker-Craft
1100-hp ea., twin 12-cyl. Allison V-1710 engines
Thunderbird Preservation Society,
Bill Watson, Curator and Chief Executive, Reno, Nev.
 Based on the streamlined designs of John Hacker, Thun-
derbird is a commuter boat featuring a distinctive stainless-steel 
cabin top that was built for millionaire George Whittell who was 
fascinated with the late aircraft, automobile and boat technology. 
Enamored with the lines of his personal DC-2 airplane, Whittell 
requested the boat’s hull and cockpit be built to resemble the fu-
selage of his twin-engine aircraft. He also specified the boat’s fit 
and finish, from double-planked Honduran mahogany to gleaming 
crystal accents. 

SAGA
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 Built in 1939 at a cost of $87,000 by the Huskins Boat Co. 
of Bay City, Mich., she was launched at what is now the Tahoe 
City Marina on July 14, 1940. Thunderbird’s original twin 550-
hp Kermath engines were replaced in the 1960s with twin 1000+ 
horsepower Allison V-12 aircraft engines. 
 The Hacker-Craft is now owned by the Thunderbird Lodge 
Preservation Society, a non-profit organization dedicated to pre-
serving and protecting Nevada’s natural, cultural and historic 
treasures. Thunderbird is berthed in her original 1940 steel boat-
house at the Thunderbird Lodge National Historic District on Lake 
Tahoe’s east shore. Thunderbird Lodge is open for public tours 
from June through September. Learn the fascinating story behind 
this classic yacht at www.thunderbirdlodge.org.

THUNDERCHICK 
2003 36' Stone Boat Yard Commuter
Twin 8-cyl. General Motors engine
Dave & Lynn Olson, Tiburon, Calif.
 Thunderchick is a retro commuter constructed by Stone 
Boat Yard of Alameda, Calif. The hull was designed by Paul De-
whurt of Australia; the remaining deck, cabin, and its enclosure 
was designed by Dave Olson and Stone Boat Yard. The boat was 
constructed using modern cold molding of Honduran mahogany. 
Thunderchick is powered with twin 5.7 liter V8 engines with V-
drive transmission units.

THUNDERCHICK

THUNDERBIRD
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 CLASS XI
UTILITIES

AYE! AYE! SIR 
1946 16' Gar Wood Ensign 
104-hp, 6-cyl. Gray Marine engine
James Atkinsons & David Armstrong, Chatsworth, Calif.
 This 16-ft. Gar Wood Ensign was recovered in poor condi-

undertaken by the boat’s new owners beginning in 2007. The resto-
ration was complete and performed as closely to the original man-

the disassembly of the boat. The restoration was completed in May 
2013. 
 The owners believe this is one of the best examples of the last 
production model produced by Gar Wood Industries. The 16-ft. 
Ensign was presented at the New York boat show as the new direc-

be produced by the company. A total of 540 units were manufac-
tured, with this hull (#10136) being fairly early in this production 
run. The boat was produced in the Marysville, Mich., factory and 
delivered to Idaho. Little is known about the boat except that it was 

     
FALLON
1956 23' Chris-Craft Continental
175-hp, 6-cyl. Chris-Craft MCL engine
James & Lisa Taylor, Berkeley, Calif.
 Fallon, a 1956 Chris-Craft Continental, hull #CL-23-086 
with the original 175-hp MCL engine, was delivered on October 
12, 1956, from the Cadillac Plant to Scott M. Henderson, Inc., the 
Chris-Craft dealer in Cleverdale, N.Y. It was originally purchased 
by the Durham’s Bay Lodge on Lake George, N.Y., where it 
served for many years as a Ride Boat for the hotel. Over the years, 
the hotel produced many brochures showing hotel guests enjoying 
rides on Lake George in this 23-ft. Continental, which was factory-

equipped with the optional three-quarter-width seat located just in 
front of the engine box.   
 In 2002, the boat was purchased by Falconer Jones, who 
launched an ambitious professional restoration with Wooden Boat 
Specialties at Fisher’s Landing, N.Y. Upon completion, Fallon ap-
peared in the Clayton, N.Y., Antique & Classic Boat Show, win-
ning “Best Utility over 22 feet.” Owners Lisa and James Taylor 
have enjoyed the “”big woody”” every summer on Lake Tahoe 
since they purchased the boat from Jones in 2008.  Fallon was 
awarded a “First Place in Class” in the 2012 Concours d’Elegance 

Boat Classic.”

LEADING LADY 
1940 24'6" Gar Wood 198 Custom Utility 
115-hp ea., 6-cyl. twin Chrysler Crown engines
Terry & Carol Clapham, Jamestown, Calif. 
 The Claphams (with daughter Lyn Holstead as crew) enter 
Leading Lady, a model 198 Custom Utility, hull #6451. Built in the 
Marysville, Mich., factory, Leading Lady was one of Gar Wood’s 
display boats at the 1940 New York Boat Show. She is number 

-
ered with twin engines between 1937 and 1942. As then, a pair of 
Chrysler Crown 103-hp engines currently power her. 
 Leading Lady was delivered to the Morton & Loose Company 
located in Baltimore, Maryland. Legend has it that the Durkee fam-
ily traveled to New York in the winter of 1939. Because the family 
owned movie theaters, the women attended the opening of “Gone 
With the Wind” with the men going to the New York Boat Show 
where they purchased the boat. Although originally named after a 
woman in the Durkee family, the name Leading Lady was eventu-
ally given to the boat in honor of Vivian Leigh, the female star of 
the epic Oscar-winning movie. 
 The Claphams purchased the boat in 2011 from former Tahoe 

FALLON

AYE! AYE! SIR
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Yacht Club Commodore Paul Walker, who had bought the boat 
from Tony Mollica, then President of The Gar Wood Society. The 

Wood Boats, Classics of a Golden Era” with Leading Lady fea-
tured on the cover. The boat arrived at Sierra Boat Company in 
poor condition. Tony Brown did a majority of the restoration work 
with Sierra Boat Company completing the restoration.

MISS BEHAVIN’
1960 21' Besotes Brothers Runabout
158-hp, 6-cyl. GM Corvette L-88  engine  
Jim Coddington, Stockton, Calif.
 As a “kid,” Jim Coddington was in Charles and George Be-
sotes’ shop in Stockton when this boat was being built as a run-
about. When a buyer came along wanting a “utility,” which was the 

beautiful runabout to a “utility.”
 Miss Behavin’ is one of 9 or 12 wooden framed 21s built and, 
allegedly, the last wood 21 built by the Besotes brothers, without 
hull numbering. The boat has never left Stockton’s ownership.

MISS DAISY (not pictured)
1938 21' Chris-Craft Deluxe Utility 
158-hp, 6-cyl. Chris-Craft engine 
Allen & Donna Thomas, Lakeport, Calif.
 Miss Daisy is home again with her bunkmate, Rascal, a 1938 
Chris-Craft Racing Runabout that the Thomas’s bought from 
Dick Hartung several years ago.  They enjoy her, but always had 
their eye on Dick’s other boat, Miss Daisy, who had shared an old 
barn with Rascal in Healdsburg.  (This old barn happened to be a 
mushroom farm that was environmentally controlled with the right 
amount of humidity.)  Finally, this past fall, Hartung decided to sell 
and Miss Daisy is reunited with Rascal in air conditioned storage, 
happily sharing boating time with the Thomas family. She won 
“Best of Show” at this year’s Wood & Glory.

PINKS (not pictured) 
1958 21' Chris-Craft Continental 
175-hp, 6-cyl. Chris-Craft MCL engine 
Gordon Kirkland, Woodbridge, Calif.
 Pinks was bought by her current owner in Michigan who had 
it shipped out to California so he could restore it. The Continen-

Chris-Crafts with a factory hard top.   

LEADING LADY

MISS BEHAVIN’

TUCKER
(description on 
following page)
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towed countless water skiers.  In 1976, the boat was sold to the 
Hobo Partnership and taken to South Lake Tahoe for continued 
enjoyment.                        
 In June 2004, Hobo traveled back to the north shore and Sierra 
Boat Company for disposition.  Purchased in October of that year 
by the Wests, the Sportsman remained warehoused until preserva-
tion and restoration began in the fall of 2005. The project at Sierra 
Boat Company proceeded in successive stages under the direction 

Mike Boone attending to the mechanical work and rebuilding the 
engine. Upon completion, Hobo was renamed  West Winds and re-
entered the water in June 2009 just in time for the 38th annual Lake 
Tahoe Concours d’Elegance and continues to be used and enjoyed 
on Lake Tahoe. 

CLASS XII
OPEN CLASS

 
BACK IN TIME 
1965/90 19'6" Philbrick Utility 
200-hp,  8-cyl. Crusader engine
Dan & Barbara Foster, San Ramon, Calif.  
 Back In Time

of Mr. Philbrick. Dan’s father, Danny Foster, a former Gold Cup 
race boat driver, found the Crusader Marine engine for Dan and 
shipped it to him to install in the boat. 
 Since its launching in 1990, the boat has been used as a family 
boat for water skiing at Tahoe and has been shown in the Wood and 
Glory show at Clear Lake and 2011 and 2012 Lake Tahoe Con-
cours d’Elegance. The boat name came from high school sweet-
hearts, Dan and Barbara, who found each other again after 27 years 
and married three years later.

DESTINY 
2000 24' Hacker Runabout
350-hp, 8-cyl. 7.4 liter Chevrolet Crusader engine
Wes & Patti Ball, El Dorado Hills, Calif.
  This boat is a rear-engine runabout designed around the origi-
nal Hacker designs of the late 1920s. They are built by hand, just 
as before, using the latest advances in boat building technology. 
Destiny made her first Concours appearance in 2001.

MISS CATALINA VI
1939 29'11" Bombard Speedboat 
380-hp, 6-cyl. Volvo Tamd 71-B Turbo engine
Lois Owens and Family, Lafayette, Calif.
 Miss Catalina VI was built at Al Bombard’s Catalina Speed 
Boat Co. in Avalon, Calif., the last of six Miss Catalinas built 
for speedboat rides around Santa Catalina Island. Owen Owens 
purchased the completely rebuilt Miss Catalina VI in 1975 and 
brought her to Lake Tahoe from Santa Barbara. Today she cruises 
the Lake frequently while providing Lois and her family with 
many fond memories of Owen, a founding father of Tahoe Yacht 
Club Foundation’s Concours d’Elegance. Miss Catalina VI has 
been an annual addition to the Lake Tahoe Concours for more than 
20 years.

UTILITIES (continued)
       
TUCKER (pictured previous page)
1956 20' Chris-Craft Custom Sportsman
158-hp, 6-cyl. Chris-Craft MBL engine
Robert Swensen, Rancho Mirage, Calif.
 This boat, number 44 of 68 made, was originally shipped 
with several custom-ordered features including the split front seat, 
paneled interior, and a midship seat (missing). The owners added 
the two upholstered cubes for flexible seating and storage. 
 Tucker was found in Oklahoma in 2004. In 2009, the Swen-
sons had the boat’s topsides, transom and deck completely restored 
and refastened by Chris Ford. In 2011,  the original motor was 
rebuilt by Aims Machine in Reno. Tucker’s mid-length and open 
utility design makes it a fun and handy boat that’s perfect for Lake 
Tahoe. The boat was recently featured in the January/February is-
sue of “Classic Boating.” 
        
WEST WINDS 
1948 25' Chris-Craft Sportsman 
325-hp, 12-cyl. Scripps 302 engine
David West, Tahoe City, Calif.
 West Winds was manufactured and shipped from Chris-Craft 
on December 5, 1947, to Tahoe Boat Company without engine or 
propeller.  The original owner was Rudolph Zimmerman of Tahoe’s 
West Shore and Tahoe Yacht Club commodore, 1951-1952, who 
had the Scripps Model 302 V-12 engine installed, and who named 
the boat Zimmeru. The boat’s second owner was Zimmerman’s 
friend, Howard Bloom, who renamed the boat Hobo. Beginning in 
the ’50s, Bloom kept the boat on the north shore of the Lake and 

BACK IN TIME
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AWAY!SHE!GO II 
1929 28' Chris-Craft Model 14 Runabout 
330-hp, 8-cyl. Chrysler 440 engine
Guy Mace, Spring"eld, Mo. 
 Away-She-Go II is one of the earliest known existing 28-ft. 
Chris-Craft double upswept, triple cockpit runabouts. Hull #20 is 
one of 30 currently known to exist from a production run of 180 
(1929-1931) including both sedans (41) and runabouts 
(138). These are the top-of-the-line pre-war Chris-
Craft runabouts. She was purchased from the Alan 
Furth collection in California.          
 An original Tahoe boat, she was purchased by the 
Shainwald family of San Francisco in 1929 and resid-
ed at the Brushwood estate on the west shore of Lake 
Tahoe. The boat was campaigned in 1930 in Tahoe 
Yacht Club races and won the July 4th Tahoe Tavern 
race in the 225-hp class. 
 Since acquisition from the Alan Furth collection 
in California, she has had a new professionally in-
stalled three-layer WEST System bottom including a 
new keel, stringers, and all bottom framing. Away She 
Go II was featured on the front cover of May/June, 
2013 issue of “Classic Boating” magazine.

CLASS XIII : MARQUE CLASS
ALAN FURTH COLLECTION

BIG SKY (pictured following page) 
1946 21' Stan-Craft Torpedo Runabout 
190-hp, 6-cyl. Gray Marine Fireball engine
Bob & Paula Boldt, Austin, Texas
 Big Sky is a torpedo-stern runabout built by Stanley Young at 
the Stan-Craft Boat Company of Polson, Mont., in 1946.  Origi-

(continued)
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C!CAR 
1957 21' Philbrick Imperial Convertible 
300-hp, 8-cyl. Chrysler Hemi engine
Tahoe Maritime Museum, Homewood, Calif.
 C-Car was built by the Philbrick Boat Company in Oakland, 
California.  She is a one-of-a-kind design with a very unusual his-
tory. In 1957 Don Philbrick bought a brand new Chrysler Imperial 
convertible. Shortly after the purchase, the car was totaled in an 
accident. Fortunately for us, the story of Don’s car doesn’t end 
there.         
 In 1959, Don began a project to build a boat using the parts 
from his recently destroyed car, and thus C-Car was born. Working 
off of Philbrick’s own design, C-Car preserves the original inte-
rior of the car including the seats, paneling, dashboard, instrument 
panel, convertible top, and even the electric windows. A look in C-
Car’s cockpit reveals the length Philbrick went to give his Chrysler 
a second life.  When the time came to put an engine in her, the 
only acceptable solution was to use the Chrysler’s original 8-cyl. 
Chrysler Hemi engine.                       

  C-Car was part of Alan Furth’s 
collection at the time of his death 
in 1993. She was then acquired by 
Harvey and Fynn Wilson, and re-
stored by TYC Foundation Presi-
dent Dave and Lynn Olson. She 
became part of the Tahoe Maritime 
Museum’s collection in 2004 when 
Tom and Polly Bredt generously 
donated the funds for her acquisi-
tion.     

nally named 77-II, the boat was delivered to 
Alton Pearce in Kalispell on Flathead Lake in 
Montana.  Purchased by Alan Furth in 1985 
and renamed Big Sky, the boat was brought to 
Lake Tahoe where it was acquired by Bob and 
Paula Boldt.  Big Sky has been restored several 
times by Tony Brown on Lake Tahoe and by 
Syd Young, Stan Young’s son, at the Stan-Craft 
Boat Company, now in Coeur d’Alene, Idaho.                         
 Big Sky was the second torpedo built by 
Stan Young and is designated as hull #001.  
Stan was inspired by the Gold Cup racing boats 
of the early 1900s that featured displacement 
hulls with a torpedo stern for hydrodynamic ef-
fect. The boat has many compound curves and 

and expensive to build.  The 
Pearce family paid more than $3,600 for her in 
1946, a sum that could have purchased most of 
the houses in Kalispell at the time. Big Sky is powered by a Gray 
Marine Fireball racing engine, topped with three carburetors, rated 
at 190 hp.  Because of a shortage of engines right after WWII when 
the boat was built, Stan took the engine out of a racing boat so that 
he could restart his business with the sale of Big Sky to the Pearce 
family. Big Sky was one of the fastest boats on Flathead Lake in its 
early days.                              
 Big Sky has won many awards through the years at Tahoe 
Yacht Club Foundation’s Concours and other events, including the 
Thunderbird perpetual trophy for “Most Unique Boat,” the Corin-
thian Trophy at the Keels and Wheels Concours in Texas, and has 
been voted “Peoples’ Choice” a record 10 times at Tahoe and other 
Concours events.

BRIC!A!BRACK (not pictured)
1936 18'6" Electric-Craft Launch 
Electric engine
Will and Sonoma Clark, King City, Calif.

MARQUE CLASS: ALAN FURTH BOATS
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   ENCORE 
1938 19' Chris-Craft Sportsman 
158-hp, 6-cyl. Chris-Craft MBL engine
Tim & Karen Stapleton, San Rafael, Calif.
 For a brief period, from 1937-1939, 
Chris-Craft produced an unusual model 
called the Sportsman, “developed for the 
purchaser who wishes more utility than the 
runabout offers.” Appearing much larger 
than its 19 feet, the Sportsman’s roomy 6'6" 
beam allowed for an impressive seating ca-
pacity of eight passengers, which made this 
model unique. But what truly sets it apart is 
the third cockpit in the aft with rear facing 

-
tographing, and aqua-planing.”                        
 In 1955, Karen Stapleton’s father, 
Neil Munro, then in his late 20s, purchased 
a 1938 Sportsman named Sally Ho and for 
three years had many boating adventures with his friends on Lake 
Tahoe, Benbow Lake along the Eel River, and the San Joaquin 

“new” sport of waterskiing and much fun was had until 1958 when 
Karen’s father sold the boat, choosing to shift his water passion to 
sailing. However, the Sportsman was not forgotten. 
 So, it is perhaps not completely surprising that over 30 years 
later, in 1989, Karen’s father’s friend, Alan Furth, contacted him 
and declared, “you know, Neil, I think I might have your old 
boat.”    
 As a long-time collector, Furth always had an eye for the 
unique, and when presented with the opportunity to acquire an al-

least worthy of a space in one of his storage sheds. 
 Alan eventually contacted his childhood friend, Don Veih-
meyer, to see if he had any information about the odd, sad, rotting 
boat in his shed. Don, having been one of Neil Munro’s friends 
waterskiing behind the Sportsman in the ’50s, suggested he call 
Neil. Along with Don, the three friends gathered at Alan’s ranch 

-
ognizable, this was indeed Munro’s old Sportsman.
 Having been in production for only three years, a mere 70 
of the Sportsman model were produced by Chris-Craft. The 1938 
Sportsman that Karen’s father owned from 1955-58 was originally 
delivered to Lake Tahoe and was hull #19507, model #807, of 
which only 24 were produced making it likely that few still exist 
today. The deplorable state of the boat in Alan’s shed suggested it 

-
tual fact, it took four years and a 98% restoration (a small portion 
of the original stem being all the wood that was salvageable). 
 Don Veihmeyer took the lead in the restoration and Munro, 
Karen’s husband, Tim, and Karen lent a hand whenever and wher-
ever they could. Great care was taken to maintain the integrity and 
be true to the original, but all new materials were required. A few 
updating concessions were made when it was agreed that, for prac-
tical purposes and ease of use, a durable epoxy bottom would be 
applied, seat cushions would be of modern materials, and the en-
gine, while still a Chris-Craft and period-correct would have a bit 
more power than the original.                       
 The restoration was a wonderful family project. At annual 
gatherings at Tinsley Island, Furth would smile and listen with 
amusement to the trials and tribulations of the group’s progress 
with the ratty old boat from his shed. Sadly, Karen’s father passed 
away before the work was complete, but not before renaming his 
old boat, made new again, Encore, because he felt she was so 
worthy of one. Encore was entered in the Concours d’Elegance 
in 1993 when her restoration was complete, and continues to be a 
perfect family boat for the Stapletons and their children for a run 
along the Lake or a meander through the tullies of the Delta. 

FLASH 
1947 20' Ventnor Sport Runabout 
143-hp, 8-cyl. Chrysler engine
John Matzen, Rohnert Park, Calif.

ENCORE

FLASH
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HOALOHA II 
1985 27' Philbrick Triple Cockpit 
330-hp, 8-cyl. twin Chrysler  440 engines
Ginny Furth, Oakland, Calif.
 Alan Furth’s widow writes: “Alan Furth had no shortage of 
wooden boats. Beautiful, many unique, historic and occasionally 
uncooperative. Cranky even. So when Alan commissioned a run-
about from Don Philbrick in 1984, it was to have a boat that you 
could just turn the key (well, keys really, two engines being better 
than one) and go. A kind of ‘daily driver’ built for Lake Tahoe; a 
safe, comfortable ‘modern’ woody.                    
 “Alan’s hand in the cockpit layout of Hoaloha II makes it 
unique among Philbrick boats. Along with two seats up front for 
the skipper and mate, there is an ample pass-through to a bench 
seat for those waiting for a turn at the wheel. A rear cockpit com-

Philbrick Boat Works. 
 “But to Alan, none of these features were enough by them-
selves. Not unless it got up and went.  Moved!  When conditions 
are just right on the lake and Hoaloha is on plane, she moves.  Alan 

motoring, and you know - it was ‘ok’ a lot.”

JERRY DAILY
1929 36' Anderson & Cristofani Pilot Boat 
4-cyl. GM diesel engine
Dave & Lynn Olson, Tiburon, Calif.
 The Jerry Daily
built in San Francisco at the Anderson & Cristofani Ship Yard for 
what we now know as the Pilot Boat Association and Chamber of 

MARQUE CLASS: ALAN FURTH BOATS

  

Commerce and was named after the long-term manager of the Port 
Authority.  She was used as courier for the San Francisco Marine 
Exchange that would run out the Golden Gate to get cargo infor-
mation from incoming ships and expedite customs. 
 Alan Furth found her as a grey boat in the early 1980s and 
took her back to Anderson & Cristofani to have her reconstructed. 

Scheduled to be scrapped, she found a new home and was retored 
by the Olsons. The Jerry Daily now lives, once again, on San Fran-
cisco Bay. 
 The seaworthy boat was built on San Francisco Bay by An-
derson & Cristofani and Furth is quoted in a 1992 issue of “Motor 
Boating & Sailing”: “When I bought it I took it back to them and 
said, ‘Build it again,’” 
       
KANIGO 
1926 26’ Stephens Brothers  Runabout 
Repowered with 8-cyl. Corvette engine 
Bert and Cheri Sandman  
 Kanigo, built by the Stephens Bros. Boat Company of Stock-
ton, Calif., has a trim little hull built entirely of teak from Burma 
and Siam. The original design was to be used by potato buyers in 
the Sacramento and Stockton Delta. As the demand for more luxu-
rious speedboats developed at Tahoe, Stephens saw an opportunity. 
They built about 20 “26s” for that growing market. The Charles 
E. Townsend family of San Francisco commissioned the building 
of Kanigo and she was delivered to them at Homewood on Lake 
Tahoe’s west shore in July of 1926. 
 The story of the name may be the best part: Mr. Townsend 
(who became commodore of Tahoe Yacht Club in 1930) named her 
because all the children would  run down to the dock yelling, “Can 
I go?”.  Alan Furth, a subsequent owner, when asked by “Classic 
Boating” magazine of the 70-plus boats he owned which did he 
favor, the answer was something like “That’s a hard question but I 
would have to say maybe Kanigo because of her name.” 
 The Townsends replaced her in 1937. Subsequent owners 
were two of the founding fathers of the Tahoe Concours, Owen 
Owens and Glen Wilson, and Brad Hill, Tahoe Yacht Club com-
modore in 2002 and former member of the club’s Foundation, 
from whom the Sandmans acquired her in 2006.  Bert says he was 
excited because he grew up with her sister ship, the Margus III,  

JERRY DAILY

HOALOHA II
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excitement of the races brought a renewed interest in 
boating but the super-powered crafts proved counter-
productive for development of the boat-building in-
dustry. The unreliable vessels that won races could 
not be used by everyday boaters, but the popularity 
and press of victories caused boat designers to ignore 
cruisers and runabouts and focus on their racers in-

new regulations that virtually eliminated the giants that previously 
guaranteed Gar Wood’s victories. Wood viewed these regulations 
as a personal attack on his racing style, and responded with a new 

“Baby Gar.”                             
 Originally named Hey There III, Lemme Go First! arrived in 
Lake Tahoe in 1929 delivered straight from the Michigan factory 

of the Tahoe Power Boat Club (later renamed Tahoe Yacht Club). 
He wasted no time before entering her in the Tahoe Power Boat 
Club regattas. He raced Hey There III until 1938 when fellow com-
modore Henry J. Kaiser Sr. purchased her, renamed her Lemme 
Go First!, and continued racing her. During Kaiser’s racing cam-
paigns, she received new power in the form of a Scripps Model 302 

Lemme Go First! continued 

 She was acquired by Alan Furth and in 1991 passed on to Lou 
and Martin Smith. The Smith family researched and restored her 
in the mid-1990s. In December 2001, Lou, Lee and Martin Smith 
assured Lemme Go First! remained in Tahoe by donating her to 
the Tahoe Maritime Museum. Lemme Go First! returned to Tahoe 
waters last summer as the ride boat for museum members.
 

which is still owned by the third generation of the Gus Knecht fam-

The Florence M II is now in the collection of the Tahoe Maritime 
Museum. One resides in the Haggin Museum in Stockton, and the 
last is still owned by the Stephens family. 
 Originally powered by a Scripps F6, she was repowered with 
a Chrysler Crown in 1934. In 2011 the Sierra Boat Company in-
stalled the Corvette motor she has today.
 If you are lucky enough you can still see Kanigo and Mar-
gus III off Brockway Point on a warm summer evening. Together 

Twenties” of old Tahoe. The Sandman family love owning this glo-
rious old “girl,” last shown at the 2008 Concours d’Elegance.

LEMME GO FIRST 
1929 28' Gar Wood 28-40 Baby Gar 
200-hp, 6-cyl. Scripps 202 engine
Tahoe Maritime Museum, Homewood, Calif.
 Lemme Go First!
28-ft. “Baby Gar” model 40, made by Gar Wood in the 1920s. 
Wood, a famous racer throughout the 1920s, dominated the rac-
ing scene by loading his planing boats with airplane engines. The 

KANIGO

LEMME GO FIRST
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ing Runabout tenders with more pe-
riod correct 18-ft. Chris-Crafts from 
the 1930s. Al’s 1953 model Racer was 
sold to a new owner in Florida and 
Nervous was held onto for a few years 
before being traded to John Matzen in 
Cotati, Calif. John later sold the Racer 
to collector Paul Mehus of Los Gatos, 
Calif.  Tim and his son, Brian Robin-

son, purchased it in January 2012.                         
 Completed as an after-hours “spec project” at Robinson Res-
toration in Fallbrook, Calif. over the past 18 months, this very 
original example retained approximately 90% of its original side 
and deck planking through the keel-up restoration.  A proper MBL 
engine was located and rebuilt by John Allen. The upholstery is an 
exact-match material the Robinsons had specially made along with 
several other unique details to represent how these boats looked 
new. 
 Chris-Craft’s line of postwar 19-ft. Racing Runabouts ran 
from 1947-1954 with a total number of 503 built. They are excel-
lent handling, fast boats. Few would argue that they are some of 
Chris-Craft’s best boats ever. As for the name: Nervous was in-
spired by Brian’s favorite movie, “Ferris Bueller’s Day Off,” on 
the vanity plate of the 1961 Ferrari 250 GT California.  
     
OSKI III 
1924 30' Stephens Brothers Custom Launch 
65-hp, 4-cyl. Scripps F-4 engine
T. Gary Rogers, Oakland, Calif.
 The Oski III will always hold a special place in the hearts of 
many Cal Berkeley alumni. Built in 1924 by Stephens Brothers 
Boat Builders and Designers in Stockton, Calif., Oski III was cus-
tom commissioned by Cal Crew coaching legend, Ky Ebright. She 
was named after one of the campus’ oldest yells, “Oski Wow Wow, 
Whiskey Wee Wee, California Wow” and served as Ky’s train-
ing yacht for Cal crews for 32 years, including three Olympics at 
which Cal crews won gold medals. She was crated up and shipped 
to Europe by ocean liner for the Amsterdam Olympics in 1928 and 
again for the London Olympics in 1948.                      
 Oski III was designed to give the coach privacy in the cockpit 
and was built to potentially retrieve an additional nine-person crew 
in the event their shell was swamped. After Ebright retired in 1959, 
Jim Lemmon assumed coaching responsibilities and continued us-
ing Oski III
retired. Sold by the University in 1968 and abandoned on a mud-

Oski III during that 
period would have ever imagined that she could be restored to her 
former glory. After numerous renovations, Oski III is once again 
the beauty she was during Ky Ebright’s time. 

MISS LAKESIDE (land display)
1925 27'6" Sea Sled Co. Sea Sled Sedan 
200-hp, 6-cyl. Hall-Scott LM-6 engine
Tahoe Maritime Museum, Homewood, Calif.
 Miss Lakeside is an outstanding example of the sea sled design 
pioneered by Albert Hickman. The hull has an inverted V-shape, 
far different from the tradition V-bottom, and a surface-piercing 
propeller design. The hull and propeller generated endless discus-
sion when they were introduced at the 1913 New York Motor Boat 
Show. The unique design forces air under the hull to support the 
boat at high speeds. This design helps sea sleds achieve incredible 
speeds, while keeping riders completely dry.                   
 Alan Furth originally brought Miss Lakeside to Lake Tahoe. 
She remained in his collection until after his death in 1994 when 
she was then purchased by Bill Kartozian. Kartozian hired restorer 
Tony Brown to get Miss Lakeside in shape for that year’s Concours 
d’Elegance. The hard work paid off when Miss Lakeside won the 
perpetual trophy for “Overall Best of Show” and “Best Engine of 
Show.” She then stayed with Bill and Tish Kartozian until 2005 
when they generously donated her to Tahoe Maritime Museum’s 
collection and was the centerpiece of the museum’s 2012 exhibit. 

NERVOUS (not pictured) 
1954 19' Chris-Craft Racing Runabout 
158-hp, 6-cyl. Chris-Craft MBL engine
Brian Robinson & Tim Robinson, Fallbrook, Calif.
 Nervous was delivered new to Tahoe Boat Company in July 
of 1954. Hull #498, Nervous is the sixth-to-last 19-ft. Chris-Craft 
Racing Runabout built and one of just the last 12 Racers with the 
unique two-gauge dash. 
 The boat was purchased in the early 1980s by this year’s 
Marque Class namesake, Alan Furth, out of Tahoe-area storage 
where it had sat unused since the late 1960s. In 1988, Alan do-
nated it along with another Racing Runabout to the USS Potomac 
(Franklin Roosevelt’s presidential yacht) under restoration in Oak-
land where it hung on its davits for a few years as a tender without 
an engine, strictly for display. 
 Before the USS Potomac was opened to the public in 1995, 
Marty Feletto and Al Schinnerer struck a deal to replace the Rac-
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PERLITA TOO (not pictured) 
1953 26' Riva Tritone 
350-hp, 12-cyl. Scripps 302 engine
James Ferris & Caroline Di Diego, Lopez, Wash.
 Perlita Too is a very special Italian speedboat. 
She was the FIRST Riva Tritone, and the prototype 
for the iconic Riva Aquarama, an object of lust for 
50 years. She was the FIRST Riva sold outside of 
Italy, and she was the FIRST Riva sold to the USA, 
arriving in Los Angeles in 1953. Perlita Too was 
the FIRST, and is now the only remaining of four 
Scripps V-12-powered Tritones, one of which set a 
world speed record in 1953 with Carlo Riva himself at the helm.                  
 She was designed and built by the legendary Carlo Riva, 
whose 90th birthday was celebrated during Riva Days at Lago Iseo 

the water for the FIRST time in over 30 years, after the completion 

of speedboats: Perlita Too!     
       
SANTANTA II 
1941 19'6" Gar Wood Deluxe Runabout 
220-hp, 8-cyl. Chevrolet engine
Nancy Cunningham, Homewood, Calif.
 Santanta II has lived at Lake Tahoe for nearly 20 years. She 
was delivered from the Michigan Gar Wood factory to Lake Ho-
patcong, N.J., in July 1941 with a Chrysler Crown “Redhead” en-

gine. The original owner, Edward Binns, had a summer house on 
that lake in New Jersey’s northern mountains where she was kept 
in his boathouse for 43 years.
 Luckily, the boat’s original bill of sale and many 1941 let-
ters from the Gar Wood general sales manager have survived. In 
one, the Gar Wood manager states, “Our thousands of retail own-
ers are happy in the ownership of the Tiffany of motor boats.” As 
war was looming in 1941, he added, “It is a grave question as to 
whether there will be any pleasure boats built after this year for 
some time....”
 The current owner, Nancy Cunningham, and her late husband, 
Bob, purchased Santanta II from the boat collection of Alan and 
Ginny Furth. She is kept in a slip at Obexer’s Marina on the West 
Shore and, with a “newer” ’60s Chevy engine, can often be seen 
as Nancy and Wes Schimmelpfennig enjoy the “Tiffany” of boats, 
cruising the shores of Lake Tahoe in Santanta II.

OSKI III

SANTANTA II

w
w

w.
h2

om
ar

k.
co

m

ch
ris

be
ck

ph
ot

og
ra

ph
y.

co
m



Concours d’Elegance 201350

SILVER CLOUD 
1933 27' Hacker Runabout 
8-cyl. Rolls Royce Marine V8 engine
Bill Hayward, Monterey, Calif. 
 Bill Hayward bought Silver Cloud in 2001. After it partially 
sank in the Sierra Boat Company harbor in the summer of 2001, 

color to the current green leather.  The boat has a 1963 Rolls Royce 
marine engine and Rolls steering wheel of an older vintage. 

SPARKY (not pictured)
1929 24' Hackercraft Baby Dolphin
169-hp, 6-cyl. Scripps 152 engine
Lee Chesnut, Del Mar, Calif.     
         
STEINWAY
1929 26' Hacker-Craft Dolphin Jr.
220-hp, 6-cyl. Kermath engine
Jeff & Linda Peterson, San Rafael, Calif.
 Bob Speltz in his “Real Runabouts” called Hacker-Craft “the 
Steinway of wood runabouts.” The Petersons’ Steinway was built 
in the fall of 1929 and is believed to 
have been purchased on Lake George. 
During this era, many 26-ft. Dolphin 
Jr. Hackers were raced as a stock boat 
and consistently won throughout North 
America and even Europe. Steinway’s 
engine, a 678 cu. in. Kermath 200 Sea 
Wolf, meticulously rebuilt and restored 
by John Allen, is capable of speeds up to 
45 mph.

MARQUE CLASS: ALAN FURTH BOATS

 Her prior owners, former Tahoe Yacht Club Commodore 
Brad and Sandy Hill, purchased the boat from avid collector Alan 
Furth who, it is believed, acquired the boat from Bill Morgan in 
the late ’60s. The boat was very well maintained over the years; 
almost every plank of her topsides is original Honduran mahoga-
ny. While her deck had to be completely redone with new wood, 
restorer Jim Senior selected exactly the grain and quality of Hon-
duras mahogany that Hacker insisted on in building his boats. Jim 
focused his entire energy and talents in restoring Steinway to one 
of the finest examples of the great creations by John L. Hacker.
 Her upholstery was the invention of Rod Souza who, along 
with the current owner, did extensive research and had the hides 
specially made to match the color, texture, and graining  for a 1929 
Hacker-Craft. All of the seat backs, bolsters, and other areas of 
the boat were original pieces from 1929; all stamped with #296, 
Steinway’s hull number. Chuck Kelly professionally restored her 
instrument panel to original perfection.
 At the Lake Tahoe Concours d’Elegance in 2002, Steinway 
received a first in class, ”Best Professional Restoration”  (awarded 
to Jim Senior), “Best Triple Cockpit over 23 Feet.,” “Best Hacker 
Craft of Show,” “Best Marque Class of Show,” and “Overall Best 
of Show” and in  2006, “Best Engine of Show.” 

SILVER CLOUD

STEINWAY
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STRICTLY BUSINESS 
1931 19' Western Cooperage Western Clipper 
175-hp, 6-cyl. Chrysler Crown engine
Roy Dryer III, Chicago Park, Calif.
 Western Cooperage Company started producing boats in Se-
attle in 1929 and the 19-ft. Western Clipper was the top of their line 
with hullsides of cedar and tongue-in-grove mahogany decking. 
Strictly Business, from Alan Furth’s collection, is the last known 
survivor of all the WECCO productions that we know of. The boat, 
aka Rowena, is usually the oldest boat in its class and one of the 
rarest in the show.                                 
 Strictly Business  has placed in the highest of second places in 
1991, ‘92, ‘93, ‘94, ‘95,  and ‘96 at Concours d’Elegance shows.  
For a boat that is used at least three times a week all summer long, 
Dryer is proud of her record. She is a working boat.

Wiki Wiki (not pictured)
1947 19' Higgins Runabout
130-hp, 6-cyl. Scripps engine
Dave & Lynn Olson, Tiburon, Calif.
 Wiki Wiki -
hoe. In 1974, she was put in a sea container at the Furth’s Delta 
farm. In 2011, when Ginny was selling the farm, the long lost con-
tainer was uncovered and the Olsons came to its rescue. In 2013, 
restoration was completed on the runabout that had spent 30 years 
in a box.

STRICTLY BUSINESS

Alan Furth on
Restoration…

Whether it be working with wood, 
varnish, upholstery, engines, marine 
hardware or any of the rest of it, it is 
all exciting.... And this is true almost 
without regard to what it may have 
done to your bank balance.

Because restoration is an exercise in 
excellence, we have learned the hard 
way that ‘rule number one’ is not to 
set any deadline for completion of any 
restoration. Some of our projects have 
taken years to complete, but the fact 

somehow and sometime, so now I 
rarely even discuss what year the boat 
may be expected back in the water. 
At my age that may be considered as 
taking some risk. But my advice is: 
just be patient and realize that to get 
excellence, you have to wait for it.

From a speech given by Furth at a 
ACBS annual meeting, reprinted in 
the Lake Minnetonka Rendezvous


