
You are enthroned above the heavens....the earth and all creation 
bow before you....You are crowned with strength and glory the angels 
crying holy all surround You....Forever You will stand Your king-
dom has no end....Oh holy God I stay amazed...You are so much 
more than words could ever say...You are enthroned above the heav-
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ens....the earth and all creation bow before you....You are crowned 
with strength and glory the angels crying holy all surround You....
Forever You will stand Your kingdom has no end....Oh holy God I 
stay amazed...You are so much more than words could ever say...
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Oikeo Music, Inc, Connecting the dots
An amazing promotional nonprofit group for songwriters

Magazine and radio promotion, administering worship songs to CCLI 

Nonprofit Organization formed in 2006 Anchorage Alaska

EIN: 34-2039773 

President – Melissa Saulnier

Secretary/Treasurer – Paul Wainamo

Advisor – Michael Bahn

Welcome
We are a family of songwriters. Every family has stories, especially songwriter families. 
We are no exception. Our members have unique stories and testimonies they need to 
share. When a new member comes on board they add to our story.

What is our story?
We began in Anchorage Alaska, in a church. We were a small group of songwriters who 
needed support and found support in each other. We listened to each other’s songs and 
stories. We became family and we began to share our songs in the community by hold-
ing concerts and raising food for the Food Bank of Alaska.

We discovered that songwriters all over the country needed the same kind of support 
we needed. Soon a magazine began which we wanted to share with the world. We col-
lected stories from all over the country and found so much in common with so many 
songwriters everywhere. After the magazine came out we were invited to Italy to hold a 
conference in Napoli. It was during this time that God began to speak to the heart of our 
visionary leader. 

“One morning around 4am on a rooftop in Rome, Italy, I heard the most unique sound-
ing bird I had ever heard. It hopped from tree to tree singing its songs. This particular 
bird had many songs. It would sing five or six tunes before going back to the first tune 
and starting over. I learned that these particular birds went from tree to tree and woke 
up the good bugs in the trees causing them to be healthy trees. I learned this informa-
tion from a school teacher in Rome.

It was this knowledge that began to roll around in my soul. I believe God wants to cause 
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our songwriters to become the unique sound that wakes up our churches and brings 
health back to the body of Christ. It is in the songs that are written from a clean heart, 
with a unique sound that only comes from God, we begin to rediscover who we are 
and the amazing power through the gifts God has given us.” Melissa Saulnier

What we do
We have a quarterly songwriter’s magazine that gives our members a place to share 
what God is doing in their story. It gives our songwriters a place to become that bird 
in the tree bringing health and life to the body of Christ.

We have a monthly radio showcase that gives our songwriters a place to share their 
music through online radio. This venue not only brings health to the body, but pro-
vides and opportunity for our songwriters to learn about the business side of royal-
ties.

We have a weekly blog that educates our songwriters about things like royalties, 
copyright, publishing, social media and much more.

We administrate worship songs and help our songwriters acquire their CCLI #’s. This 
is the number you will see at the bottom of sheet music or on the screen at church 
when the worship song is projected.

We evaluate your worship songs and help you learn how to place only the best songs 
in CCLI.
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“I don’t want to lay my hands 
on my future. The more I have 
tried to control things the 
worse they get, but I really feel 
like I am letting God be in con-
trol and for the first time and 
things are going smooth.”

This year, God impressed on my heart 
not to hold back from doing exactly 
what he has given me passion to do.  
For three years, I have been half-heart-
edly working on a girls devotional 
book, co-authored with Becca. But the 
vision for the book has been aching in 
me for years longer that that.  
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Robbie Lee Bradley Clark Band
Robbie and HOUSEOFTHOMAS be-
lieve we are all sinners.  We are all one 
of two things in God’s eyes – lost or 
found.  The lost are only doing what 
they know to do.  It is God who uses 
His people find them and deliver 
them to Jesus feet.

Bradley Paul Clark was born into a 
musical family. One of his earliest 
memories was being at the home 
of his Aunt Phyllis and Uncle Densil. 
The whole family, his “Granpa and 
Granma”, as he affectionately calls 
them Mother and Father his cousins 
and friends” would get together and 
just “jam” to Christian songs.
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From the Editor

DEAR FRIENDS,

There is a predetermined course of events going on in our lives!

Songwriters are certainly NOT exempt! If you know there is a predetermined 
course, doesn’t that give you a sense of strength and purpose? This concept 
comes from the belief that there is a fixed natural order in the universe. I will 
take that a step further and say that there is a fixed spiritual order in God’s uni-
verse for us.

Songwriters, if you believe there is a predetermined course for you and your mu-
sic…..what does that concept do to your thoughts on how you should write and 
live? Personally, it makes me want to seek God and find out his every thought for 
me and my life. I believe he wants to share his thoughts with me. As we talk and 
have relationship, his thoughts and ideas come into my world and change my 
thoughts about myself and about others. I begin to see the world through HIS 
lovely eyes.

GOD has a plan for us!!! I am praying that you and I will seek his face daily. I pray 
that we will lay aside every thing that stands between us and our relationship 
with him. I pray that we will know his love and mercy in such a deep way that we 
will write nothing less than powerful lyrics and music. To know him is to know 
life and love!

Blessings my lovely songwriters!

        
Melissa Saulnier

6



A Songwriters Prayer

“ May the strong hand of the Lord be against the evil one. May the pur-
pose of the Lord reveal itself to songwriters in new and fresh ways. May 
every chosen one see our gifts multiplied in the purpose and calling we 
have received. 
May we not hold back, but step into the rightful place of authority God 
has given us. May our songs serve God and not ourselves. May our mo-
tive be worship and not wealth. 
May the words from our hearts that are placed on paper and projected 
to congregations everywhere be full of the power of the Holy Spirit. May 
these powerful words and progressions carry the healing and redemp-
tion of God. 
May the Ancient of Days arise on behalf of the church through songwrit-
ers everywhere. May the angels of Heaven anticipate the orders of our 
heavenly Father as our songs are sung and played across this nation and 
the world. 
May truth set many hearts free. May we live daily in the Sanctuary with 
the presence of God. May the satisfying streams of life we receive in the 
Sanctuary overflow in our families and in our workplaces. 
May our songs reflect the strength and glory we receive in the Sanctu-
ary. May a new joy and freedom ring in our voices, our hearts, and our 
laughter. May the contagious love of our God be made known through 
our songs. 
May we stand firm in hard times with courage and with no fear on our 
faces. May we fully understand the awesome power of the God we serve. 
May the ancient gates be lifted as the King of Glory returns to his church. 
May we cleanse our hearts and be purified before him. May we never be 
given to the hands of another, but may we serve our God forever and 
ever. Amen”
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A Songwriters Dream
It came as a surprise to discover that this Baptist raised girl had dreams......
spiritual dreams!  I can only tell you from my own experience what a spiritual 
dream means....to me. It may very well mean something different to you. 
My first dream happened when I was eleven years old. My mother would 
play records at night when we went to bed.I was usually asleep by the time 
the needle came to the end of the record when it gave that funny scratchy 
sound. One evening after a bitter day in our home I remember my mother 
played an album recorded by Doug Oldam and the Gaithers. There was 
a particular song on the album that began to play and for some reason my 
little eleven year old heart was completely broken in the sweetest way. I felt 
the presence of God in my room and even though I hadn’t been taught, I 
knew who was there with me. I felt Jesus speaking to me and telling me that 
He had a job for me. He told me things that even now are so precious I 
cannot share them yet. This all happened as I was falling to sleep That 
was my introduction to the Holy Spirit and dreaming.
Spiritual dreams are so unique I know with out a doubt when I have had 
one of those dreams. Now I long for spiritual dreams. I long to feel Jesus’ 
presence and know His heart. This precarious world we live in brings us to 
the edge sometimes. God wants relationship with us in the good and bad 
times. He longs to communicate with us daily. Why is it difficult to believe 
he would talk to us in our dreams? 
About 8 years ago I had a dream that I was standing at a beautiful green 
pool. It was deep like a well. Jesus was next to me. He said “We’re going 
into the well” and he put his arm around me and we dove into the water. 
When we made it to the bottom I was astonished to see a large pile of 
bones. Each bone had a word written on it. The words represented all 
the issues God wanted to deal with in my heart.....things like bitterness, 
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anger, unforgiveness, lust....you get 
the picture.  In a very gentle way he 
said, “We’re going to take care of 
this.” Since that time I have come to 
realize how faithful God is to heal our 
brokenness and restore the beauty 
to our plundered souls.  He cares 
enough to give us dreams to help us 
understand what His good intent is. 
That’s one kind of spiritual dream.
Another kind of dream is a foretelling 
dream. Recently I dreamed about the 
airplane that crashed in San Fransis-
co.   Two days before the plane crash 
I shared with a friend about the dream. 
I saw the plane trying to land.....I saw it 
roll......I saw the hull break open....and 
then I saw a lot of people streaming 
out of it and I knew that most of them 
had survived. I shared this with my 
friend. A couple days later I watched 
the news in shock as my dream began 
to unfold on television. Immediatly I 
had to ask God why I dreamed this 
terrible dream? What is the point of 
having a foretelling dream if you can’t 
help anyone. The answer was so im-
mediate and clear it caused my heart 
to leap inside my chest. He said, 
“Melissa, I want you to pray when 
you have a dream like this.” Well, I can 
do that. I can pray. That is very do-
able.....

I don’t know why creative people, 
songwriters and writers are so sensi-
tive to these kinds of things....but, we 
are. And there is NO SHAME in 
it. I do not feel one ounce of shame. 
I feel wonder when I think of God 
speaking to me this way and inten-
tionally asking me to pray. There is 
something very significant about it.  
As a songwriter, I intend to continue 
searching the heart of God and try-
ing to discover His heart for me. 
I cannot help but feel that God is 
preparing us for the next decade. It 
will be different. In some ways maybe 
it will be like it was in the New Tes-
tament when God would speak to 
the disciples and tell them where to 
go and who to speak with. They 
had no form of communication other 
than written document that had to 
be handed off by the messenger. Is 
it really so difficult for us to believe 
that God can again do this with and 
through his people?
M.S. 
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The Awakening
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The Awakening

I recently had a great opportunity to meet up 
with Brandan Bustamante and his band.  They 
were holding concert for Brandan’s friend Chris 
Womack at his Alliance Church in McKinney 
Texas with the focused anti-bullying outreach 
called “Stand Up, Stand Out”. There are six 
guys in the band and on the team. Brandan 
Bustamante-Voice, Acoustic Guitar, and Keys, 
Nick Mayer- Electric Guitar, Jeremy Musser-Bass, 
Weston Orf -Drums, Chris Howe -Guitar, Victor 
Carbonell-Production Manager, Nate Thornley-
Monitor Engineer.

We were hanging out in the entry of an Alliance 
Bible Church on some comfortable couches, 
just chillin before the concert. I asked Brandan 
how he was feeling about this tour they were 
just beginning and he responded by saying 

that he felt his heart was really in the right place 
and he was comfortable that the entire team 
was feeling that way. 

When you have a “hands off” attitude and bring 
a willingness to serve and worship the pressure 
seems to lift. Brandan made a comment that I 
think is noteworthy…He said, 

“I don’t want to lay my hands on my future. The 
more I have tried to control things the worse 
they get, but I really feel like I am letting God be 
in control and for the first time and things are 
going smooth.”

Brandan and the team mentioned that they 
had no agenda other than to be themselves. 
They have a strong desire to help others find 
their true identity in Christ. Each place they 
minister in might have a different atmosphere 
and represent a different denomination or 
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church group, however, the goal will always be 
the same which is to walk differently because 
we see ourselves through Christ and the way he 
sees us. The way we see ourselves dictates our 
maturity. Seeing ourselves the way Christ wants 
us to changes us and changes our behavior. 

God has been relentless towards Brandan and 
the group, bringing them to a place of awaken-
ing. That is the name of their latest release, “The 
Awakening”.  As they have found faithfulness 
and steadfast relationship with Christ, their “aha” 
moment begins. Brandan says, “God knows us, 
and created us, but the most amazing thing is 
that He wants to know us!” 

Brandan believes God’s heartbeat is people. 
That’s why the team loves to hang out with 
people. God is merciful He isn’t hung up on the 
past so we shouldn’t be hung up on the past. 
Relationship is a journey that takes time and 
change takes time.

The new CD “The Awakening” is now avail-
able at:

http://www.wearetheawakening.com/
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A new day is now for Atlanta based rock-pop 
group HOUSEOFTHOMAS.  

After over 10 years of playing with various lineup 
changes, founding member Robbie Lee has put 
together 5 talented musicians with a passion for 
effecting change in the lives of people.  Their music 
is wracked with guitar riffs and catchy vocal hooks 
blending a sound mixture between Bon Jovi and 
U2.   In a grass roots approach of social media and 
old school word of mouth, they have continued to 
build their fan base across the southeast one per-
son at a time, and are now planning tour dates on 
into the mid-west.  The band currently consists of 
front man Robbie Lee on vocals and lead guitar, Eric 
Chapman on drums, Mick VanBuskirk on bass, vo-
calist & percussionist David McCollum, and Robbie’s 
older son Christopher Lee on rhythm guitar.

After releasing their debut CD “Without A Doubt!” 
in 2008 (Infinity Distribution), they independently 
released their sophomore project “A New Day Is 
Now” in 2012.  The CD’s debut radio single “Find Me” 
is available for adds nationwide and plans for an-
other radio single release are being made now.  In 
early 2013 they additionally released a single cover 
of “Still Haven’t Found”, available on iTunes with 
their other CD projects as well.

In May, 2013 HOUSEOFTHOMAS was added to the 
Motor Raceway Outreach roster of artists, perform-
ing at NASCAR raceway events in the southeast.  
These concert events take a very non-conventional 
approach to ministry.  On the stage, they focus on 
entertaining the camping NASCAR fans, and then 
off the stage they build relationships with these 
fans one by one through continuous meet-and-
greet face time.  This type of concert outreach is 
exactly what HOUSEOFTHOMAS does extremely 
well because their music connects with so many 
people in personal and influential ways.  They 
adapt to their environment and are able to deliver 
a magnetic sound in an acoustic format of originals 
or favorite cover songs, as well as an electrifying 
full band approach to the same catalogue of music.  
Plus, they love people and love building new rela-

tionships with people.

This out-of-the-box ministry approach is no foreign 
concept for HOUSEOFTHOMAS as they have been 
playing their music not only in church events, but 
also in bars, clubs and coffee houses for years – 
places a preacher may never have the opportunity 
to reach.  For Motor Raceway Outreach, their focus 
is planting seeds and watering them through these 
relationship opportunities.  Their statistics show 
that the average life change may take as many as 
ten years of relationship growing.  Obviously this 
reality requires patience, tender care and love – 
love only accessible by the grace of Jesus Christ.  
However, the rewards are eternal and the blessings 
are numerous for those who are called to this type 
of ministry.  

Dedicated NASCAR fans are very passionate and 
committed to the sport.  As a result, many of the 
people return year after year to their same favorite 
camping spots.  Motor Raceway Outreach has rec-
ognized this and sees the importance of schedul-
ing consistencies with their artists returning to the 
same stages each year.  Therefore HOUSEOFTHOM-
AS has now been added to the Atlanta Motor 
Speedway NASCAR race this summer and will be 
traveling back to Talladega, AL in October for the 
autumn race there!

Robbie’s life has been a journey of many ups and 
downs.  He has seen blessings overflowing, but also 
seen times that would break a heart of stone.  His 
music is his story and rarely does he write a song 
or adapt a cover that doesn’t reflect an actual life 
circumstance he has experienced.  His music is real, 
and his love of people is real.  His passion is clear 
and abundant through his performances.  

What makes HOUSEOFTHOMAS (HOT) interest-
ing musically is that they can adapt to almost any 
environment.  They have opened for such artists as 
DecembeRadio, Third Day, Mercy Me, Jeremy Camp 
and more.  Robbie can also be found on his “at 
home” gig at Truett Cathy’s, Upscale Pizza playing 
an acoustic show with vocal partner David McCol-
lum - a show consisting of popular cover songs 
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through the ages as well as acoustic versions of 
HOT originals.  Or HOT may show up at a local hot 
spot where they have an opportunity to go into 
the world and show someone God is not about 
hiding at home, or living a boring life just within 
the walls of the church – but that you can still 
rock, and enjoy the beauty of this world (God’s 
creation), and God will still love you!

It doesn’t stop there.  Robbie might come home 
from a club show and get up at 5:00am Sunday 
morning to lead worship with the band, or his 
church’s music team at Crossroads Church in 
Douglasville, GA.  Many times too, he will serve as 
a fill-in worship leader for a church that has invit-
ed him to help lead.  As active manager, promoter 
and booking agent, Robbie has learned that God 
often puts you in places you don’t understand, 
in places that may seem dark and frightening, or 
even pointless – but He can and will use you if 
you let Him.

Beginning in 2011 after a life 
already full of tragic episodes 
Robbie’s world began to seem-
ingly fall apart.  Although happily 
married with 3 beautiful children, 
many of the pillars in Robbie’s life 
began to fall, leaving him vulner-
able to satan’s attempts to de-
stroy his ministry.  It seemed that 
darkness began to plague Rob-
bie’s life.  The final blow being 
his youngest sibling’s death after 
years of fighting to overcome 
the grip of addiction.  Then three 
weeks later to the day he lost 
his 24 year old cousin to a tragic 
automobile accident.  He fought 
to stay focused on his family and 
his Lord.  Just two years earlier, 
Robbie’s stepfather succumbed 
to financial pressures and com-
mitted suicide.  After this Rob-
bie began writing a song called 
“These Are the Days”, included on “A New Day 

is Now”.   It tells a story of what these desperate 
times in our lives mean and how God uses them 
to build and strengthen us.  

Robbie and HOUSEOFTHOMAS believe we are all 
sinners.  We are all one of two things in God’s eyes 
– lost or found.  The lost are only doing what they 
know to do.  It is God who uses His people find 
them and deliver them to Jesus feet.

Finding a ministry to partner with so in tune with 
his and providing HOT the perfect platform to 
share their talents is no less than a gift from God.  
Other doors in the southeast and midwest are 
beginning to form for HOUSEOFTHOMAS.  Robbie 
intends to make the most of these opportunities 
and is already writing more music that tells the 
rest of the story.  Stay tuned! 
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Run To You

LouAnn Lee

When others fall away I’ll press towards heaven’s prize.

When others fail me I won’t fail to realize.

That you are with me and your plans for me are good.

You are my hope and one thing I know.

Chorus:

Those who know Your name run to You.

You will not forsake those who run to You.

My tower of strength my rock and my refuge.

Lord, I run to You.

If I want peace I must sow seeds of righteous.

If I want love then I must live in faithfulness.

If I want joy I must give praise and thankfulness.

I must seek Your face and walk in Your ways. For,

Chorus:

Those who know Your name run to You.

You will not forsake those who run to You.

My tower of strength my rock and my refuge.

Lord, I run to You.

Bridge: I will trust in you, Lord.  I will trust in You.  I will trust in You, Lord.  

I will trust in You.

Chorus 2x
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 I can’t begin to tell you how many times God 
has given a song to me that first comforted 
my heart and then caused me to worship 
Him deeply.  I have found that pouring out 
my heart to Him through words and music is 
one of the most powerful tools I possess to 
bring spiritual, financial and emotional break-
through in my life and ultimately in the lives 
of all who hear the song. Satan cannot dwell 
where the name of Jesus is lifted up!

 Writing praise and worship songs to God is 
the call on my life and God promised me 19 
years ago that if I would sit at the piano and 
write songs  of praise and worship to Him that 
He would provide for my every need.  God has 
done that because He never breaks a promise. 

Worship has been healing for me as a young 
woman from sexual and physical abuse.  Wor-
shipping God has helped me battle depres-
sion, self centeredness, suicidal thoughts,  and 
ultimately given me a reason to live. Hallelu-
jah! I have the gift of JOY in my life!!

When I first met my husband, Cedric, who is 
now my Pastor as well as a world class bass 
player, he prayed for me and God delivered 
me from bulimia and suicidal thoughts. (I even 
stopped shoplifting!)  I was filled with the Holy 
Spirit & God spoke to me clearly and said to 
daily, sing praises to Him to stay healthy in 
both my mind and heart.  I have been deliv-
ered for over 27 years.  Praise and worship is 
POWERFUL and so is God’s word.  Singing and 
speaking out songs and scripture is a path to 
freedom!!

Even though God delivered me from such 
powerful strongholds, He still wanted to grow 
me in an area that was getting me down;  It 
was my tendency to want to people-please 
and to put my trust in people.  This is such a 
snare because everyone has problems and 
only God is truly perfect so God really needed 

to deliver me of this habit. 

A few years ago I thought some people were 
true friends.  I would never have believed that 
they weren’t. If you would have asked me if 
these folks would betray me I would have 
declared that I trusted them.  I would have 
stood up for them.  Well, not only did they be-
tray me they took many other trusted friends 
with them and they left our church.  Many of 
these people were financial supporters and 
had been for several years. This caused a deep 
wound in my heart. 

To my horror I found out that many things 
had gone on behind our backs for over a year 
and that took my breath away.  I really walked 
around astonished and felt numb. I cried out 
to the Lord & I heard God gently ask me “Did 
I TRUST Him”?  I felt Him telling me that if I 
would put my trust in Him like I had done so 
many other times He would totally take care 
of me and protect our church “Celebration”. 

The Holy Spirit drew my heart to a powerful 
scripture that caused me to write the song 
“Run To You”.  I want to share these verses with 
you so they can strengthen your heart. 

Psalms 83:5-7 “Blessed are those whose 
strength is in you, who have set their hearts 
on a pilgrimage.  As they pass through the Val-
ley of Baca, they make it a place of springs; the 
autumn rains also cover it with pools.  They 
go from strength to strength till each appears 
before God in Zion.”

Those verses helped me determine in my 
heart that I would be stronger not weaker 
because of the trial and that I would become 
a comfort to someone else who went through 
a difficult time. This gave me a purpose for 
the pain. I have been able to comfort so many 
pastor’s wives and I have made precious cov-
enant friendships with them. Praise God!! 

Psalm 119: 45-46 “I will walk in freedom for I 
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have sought out your precepts.  I will speak of 
your statutes before kings and will not be put 
to shame.”

These verses felt like both promises and a 
command from God  to not shrink back but 
to continue to be bold. Satan wanted me to 
give up but God wanted me to go into my 
destiny. These promises in Psalm 119 came 
true because I was able to lead many govern-
ment dignitaries to Christ in the Philippines 
and even saw a harvest of over 3,500 people 
become Christians.  Trusting in God brought 
honor not shame.  Trusting in God furthered 
His mighty Kingdom!! I’m so glad I didn’t quit.

The last verse God led me to spoke to me 
about a change in my own character where 
I needed growth and that verse is found in 
James 3:18 “Peace makes who sow in peace 
raise a harvest of righteousness.”  

This verse spoke to me about making sure I 
sowed seeds of peace and that I let God de-
fend me. So now every day I ask God to help 
me do this and to give me wisdom. My heart 
is being ruled by Jesus, the prince of peace. I 
am now led by His peace.  I don’t allow myself 
to be anxious.  I know the power to choose His 
peace is mine.  It is a gift from God.

Our church, Celebration is experiencing the 
greatest time of peace and unity that it has 
ever has.  God has been true to His word that 
“All things work together for good to them 
that are called according to His purpose.”  I am 
rejoicing in His faithfulness to me and to our 
congregation.  God has brought us a staff and 
volunteers with beautiful, peaceful and uni-
fied hearts and He has done it above and be-
yond what I could have ever asked or thought. 
God is so good!!

When I sing the song “Run To You” my heart, 
mind and spirit are strengthened and pointed 
over and over again to trusting in God. So 
friend, let me encourage you,  put your trust in 

the Lord Jesus and I promise you that you will 
not be put to shame but will actually be hon-
ored by God Almighty.  Run to Him for He is 
your strong tower of strength!! May His peace 
fill your heart.

LouAnn Lee is the worship leader and wom-
en’s pastor at Celebration Community Fellow-
ship in Auburn CA.  Her greatest passion is to 
see people set free through worship and the 
word of God.  Her desire is to bring strength to 
local churches and people’s individual lives by 
encouraging people to always look to Jesus 
for He is the Hope of the Nations!

LouAnn Lee is also an award winning singer 
and songwriter with GMA and has been fea-
tured in worship magazines all over the world.  
Her music in played in churches and Univer-
sities worldwide and she is on 100’s of radio 
throughout the Nations.  She is a sought after 
singer, speaker and vocal clinician and can 
be contacted at 530-637-4617 or her email is 
louannlee@suddenlink.net  

For her CD’s, songbooks and vocal teaching 
CD’s her website is louannlee.com and her 
church Celebration’s website is ccfellowship.
org 

You can also buy her CD’s through ITunes, & 
CD Baby.
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The Lyrics of A Life

A.R. Cannon 

It’s not every day you are afforded the oppor-
tunity to see the inner workings of your sub-
ject. By subject of course, I mean your intervie-
wee. More often than not journalists’ set aside 
two to three hours of time for an interview, 
to receive canned answers and extrapolate 
the sensational sections to have our column 
considered for press. Fortunately that wasn’t 
the case this time.

The past several weeks have been a whirlwind 
of activity. I was given a behind scenes ‘press 
pass’ and allowed to be an observer, unseen 
worker, and silent BCB member. In this all 
too short period of time, I observed some of 
the daily workings and events for myself and 
through the eyes and heart of the singer/ 
songwriter the band is named after. I experi-
enced the good and the not so good, the joy 
and the turmoil. I witnessed a life so dedicated 
to a calling the results were palpable; so close 
you could feel and so thick you could taste. It 
was a marvelous journey to witness a band, in 
every sense of the word, held together by the 
grace of God and the steadfast devotion of 
one man to the call on his life. This is the life of 
the man with a message. 

Bradley Paul Clark was born into a musical 
family. One of his earliest memories was being 
at the home of his Aunt Phyllis and Uncle Den-
sil. The whole family, his “Granpa and Granma”, 
as he affectionately calls them Mother and 
Father his cousins and friends” would get to-
gether and just “jam” to Christian songs. Hav-
ing roots was very important as this was not 
the norm for most households in this small 
town nestled between Berkley and San Fran-
cisco California. His cousins played bass and 
electric guitar and his Grandfather “kicked” 
on the acoustic. Bradley would have the mi-
crophone and would preach and sing. Those 
were clearly amazingly fun times for him. Fast 

forward into the future a few years and he and 
his family were traveling for his Father’s min-
istry. He called his Father Paul and he called 
his son little brother. He knew his Father’s 
sermons so well that, as they put on their ties 
(Bradley’s was a clip on) in front of the mirror, 
he would deliver his speech for practice. 

His Mother had been a gospel singer and 
Bradley recalled being in the studio with her. 
When he hears her work now his impression, 
“…is from a different perspective.” Not until 
recently did he know the songs on her album 
had to be learned in only two days and the 
high regard he held for her was evident. “She’s 
always been such a musical influence in my 
life…in the studio and on the road she’s al-
ways a pro.” As a boy he would sit in another 
booth, during her studio recordings, as child-
hood curiosity would have the better of him 
being so intrigued by the sound-board and 
the lure of the buttons that begged to be 
pushed by little fingers. Although listening 
from another room, “Anywhere you were she 
could make you feel like you were there with 
her.”

Childhood innocence gave way to some 
confusing times for a young boy as he and his 
Mother, were on their own for a while. Dot-
tie, his Mother, went from her parent’s home, 
to a husband and traveling, to being a single 
Mother. She was always very resourceful, ac-
cording to her son, and she went to school for 
a while to eventually become a dental assis-
tant. She only made $3.25 an hour but, she 
“worked to make it work” as he says. Sharing 
with me some of their difficulties, the love he 
holds for the woman that worked, prayed and 
sacrificed for her son to have the best of what 
she could provide was evident. “She didn’t just 
do something to get a job. She was resource-
ful enough to do something that would last 
and provide us a future.” He also lived with his 
grandparents for a time and he may not have 
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always had the best of everything but, as with 
his Mom, they invested in him with all of what 
they had to offer.

I asked what the best thing that ever happened 
to him was and his response was “Failing…I 
had to fail to understand what I was really do-
ing and how big of a task it truly was. I believe 
anything you do is worth doing well and I knew 
my calling from a very early age…From as far 
back as I can remember. What I struggled with 
was the doubt that came when I wondered if it 
was an impression from my family rather than 
an imprint of God.” This resulted in years of run-
ning from the call and from his future. 

When speaking on his early tribulations 
he told me quite frankly, “I’ve done a lot of 
things in my life and I can’t honestly say that 
I wouldn’t change a thing. I wish I had never 
gone through the hardships of my past. I wish 
the person I am today wouldn’t have made my 
road harder. I wish I would have listened more 
and talked less. I wish I could stand at a pulpit 
with the minor infractions of youth. I’ve know 
people who have gone through far less and 
questioned or blamed God. I blamed God for 
allowing me to stay alive but, His hand never 
left me. I am the most blessed man I know and 
now to be allowed with all of my flaws to move 
in this ministry is incredible.” 

Recently at speaking engagements and con-
cerns he talks about going through things and 
not always knowing why only that they are for 
a reason. Now when facing a ‘storm’ he reminds 
himself that, “The enemy is like a prowling lion 
and don’t let anyone tell you he don’t have any 
teeth. If he had no teeth or wasn’t scary and 
couldn’t devour you, we wouldn’t be warned 
about him in the Bible. I don’t like cheap meat, 
nobody does. You want a choice steak. So does 
Satan. You must know your worth, and if you 
pose a threat of any kind you will have every-
thing thrown at you. Knowing you are, what 

the Bible says you are, and knowing that dif-
ficulties will come doesn’t always make it easier 
to endure. It does; however, prepare you with a 
mindset that you will not be overtaken.” 

When returning to California from Tennessee, 
he was literally digging ditches and had never 
done that type of work before but, as he says, 
“you do what you have to do and I learned 
real quick.” Bradley had a dream, as he began 
writing songs again. It was the song we would 
now know as The River being played, complete 
with a horn section in the dream. It was a task 
too big for him to complete alone.  The song 
required a full band and when you hear it now 
there is no other way it could be played. After 
that, the band happened by “heavenly coin-
cidence”. “What He’s doing with this band of 
misfits is amazing because they are the defini-
tion of diversity.” 

When he started Bible College he met the first 
of two brothers Dennis Gaxiola, who is quite 
the accomplished comedian, on the day of 
orientation. Dennis invited him to share his 
testimony at an event he was performing 
which opened the door for his meeting with 
his second brother Jonno. Both of these men 
have been by his confession, “the brothers I 
never had and always wanted. They will stand 
with me through anything. Dennis loved me 
when he didn’t have to and has held my arms 
up when I didn’t have the strength to praise, 
because sometimes the mantle is a little heavy 
combined with a lifetime of weight.” Jonno 
lost his older brother and told him that, his big 
brother taught him how to be a big brother 
to Bradley and has been his mentor when he 
needed direction. Jonno is not only the piano 
/ organ player but, also the Pastor for the band 
and it is incredible to Bradley that he has that 
covering.

Val Topalu and Bradley met in school as well. 
While discussing their meeting he told me, 
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“I don’t remember a time not being friends 
with that guy. I affectionately call him my little 
brother. I love him and his family.” Together, 
they wrote the music to their version of Lacrae’s 
hit, Take Me As I Am in their school gym. He re-
lived the fun it was to play with a guitar player 
that is as talented as Val and said, “It allowed me 
the freedom to sing.” They started working on 
Val’s EP and that’s when he was introduced to 
the percussion and music engineer Alex Anisov 
who has become an incredible friend, musical 
mentor and partner at Crest Recording Studios.

Early in 2010 Bradley had his first service at 
House of Glory. He played with a small group of 
people that night. Bradley’s parents were going 
through a difficult time and had to live on a lot 
of faith. They came to the service and his Step-
Dad Vince came to Jesus. He came to know the 
Lord just three months before he died in a fatal 
car crash. Jonno and Bradley sang at his funeral 
and his cousin, who has a talk show in San Fran-
cisco, invited him to the show but, BCB was yet 
to be fully formed. 

Prior to the funeral a friend told him about a 
drummer named Rickey Sanchez. Upon their 
first meeting at National Day of Prayer the 
recommendation Bradley received about him 
proved true and the chemistry was set. He 
called Rickey who, he’d only met with a couple 
times, and his friend Val to play his cousins 
show with him. This newly forming band per-
formed their first gig on television and when 
aired it was seen by eight million people on the 
first run. 

Dewayne Cudney 
and Erika Hibbard 
are the back-up 
vocals for BCB. I 
asked about each 
of the band mem-
bers after meeting 
them and of Dew-
ayne he said, “He 
is a genuine, hard 
working, intel-
ligent individual. 
He also plays sax 
for the band and I 
can take comfort 
in knowing he 
knows what I need 
vocally. Jonno and 
Dewayne play 
sax and their two 

different styles complement each other beau-
tifully. He has one of the purest voices you’ll 
ever hear and it would be nearly impossible to 
find a blemish.” Erika has a dynamic ear and a 
fantastic voice. She and Dewayne have worked 
together for years, and Bradley is blessed that 
they’re singing together. Erika brings a wealth 
of experience and a rare vocal gift not afforded 
many background singers.  “In the studio we 
work together so well because she knows 
where I’m going most times with the music and 



the vocal arrangement before I give direction. 
This is something that is especially invaluable 
when working with the BCB Choral ensemble.”

In the last few months Scott Morris has come 
to play with BCB at live concerts and events 
however, he can be heard on most every song 
on the Hold On Album accompanying Val. Brad 
and Scott wrote a new arrangement to Blessed 
Assurance and featured “Is some of the most 
beautiful guitar work ever played….You can 
close your eyes and smile listening to the man 
play.” 

The album also features cameo appearances 
by multi talented percussionist Stefon Dubose 
on The River (Darnisha Taylor), the amazing 
paino and keys parts and arrangements are 
courtesy of the incredible Roman Vysochin (Lin-
coln Brewster) and lending his voice to the title 
track Hold On is Jeremy Winans, son of Grammy 
Award winner Daniel Winans. 

Bradley’s admiration of each of his band mates, 
friends who appear on Hold On, and especially 
the people not mentioned who are working 
to take BCB’s message and music to the world 
and the future, was evident in his humble, and 
at times, very animated tone when describing 
them and the stories of BCB’s creation.  Ac-
cording to him, “God has been growing this 
band family and I am blessed beyond measure 
by each of these men and women who act as 
true servants to our calling. God absolutely 
put us together...His hand and His work are all 
over this band…we have a  wonderful team of 
people you don’t see that if it weren’t for them 
bringing a determined dedication, with hum-
bling sacrifice and a sense of divine purpose, 
BCB wouldn’t have a chance at breathing. The 
future is looking bright and they’ve made…it 
possible.”

Bradley expressed his approach to the album 
as that of a new Christian and said he went with 
what he knew. I Love you Lord, is the first cut, 

which is something he grew up with. He went 
to sleep listening to the Crandall Brothers and 
he still listens to them. He considers it paying 
tribute to his Southern Gospel roots as its part 
of the soundtrack of his life. For his original 
tracks he didn’t want there to be any ambiguity. 
He wrote about things from his past but didn’t 
leave his present lacking and includes things he 
studied. The title track, Hold On, is about a girl 
who comes to the Lord and doesn’t feel like she 
fits in with this new crop of people. The song 
takes us through her journey to accept whom 
she belongs to rather than where she belongs; 
this leads her to the very voice of God. Bradley 
serves as the narrator to this disguised self por-
trait of when he started Bible College.  

With tears he told me, “There is nothing that 
gives me more joy, than to see someone come 
to the Lord or to hear how someone’s life has 
been changed.” There have been letters and 
emails attesting to the impact a song has 
made. People who have lost hope to the point 
of despair. There was a woman who wrote 
him and expressed that just a few days prior, 
she was ready to take her own life. Somehow, 
she had seen portions of a BCB concert that 
included Thank You as she was clicking around 
on YouTube. He described to me his feelings 
on hope. “In my experience, when you’re done, 
you don’t cry for help. The problem I’ve al-
ways seen is that the family-member or friend, 
doesn’t know the difference...I’ve approached 
that point I think…and you start thinking 
about how you’ll make other people’s lives less 
painful if you’re gone...Hideous lies. The enemy 
knows that Hope is the last thing to go. Faith is 
the first. After faith has a shadow, a person will 
hope in anything…Hope is the last thing to 
go…But God.” This woman only knew the cho-
rus to Hold On but, it was instrumental in her 
decision to live. “There is nothing better than 
helping someone find Christ…if it happens to 
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be in a song, well, God’s an artist right?” He says 
with a smile. 

We look up to artists. They’re interesting. They 
paint, play, act or sing the emotions or the feel-
ings that people want to say or feel and can-
not. Artists are a little quirky in the first place 
but, I have found that sometimes an artist will 
believe their own press and picture themselves 
as the creator. During one of our conversations 
he shared with me what he considers his min-
istry as a musician, “We are scribes that have 
different talents, placed in different places. I am 
privileged enough to record God words and 
hope I do right by it. Everything He says is so 
important.”    

Bradley Paul Clark, is a man who sees his min-
istry as greater than any stage. Before a note is 
ever played, the immense responsibility of the 
gospel is on his heart. Much like the woman 
with the alabaster box whose sins were many 
and yet, forgiven because she loved much, this 
man pours his offering out to the Master. Not 
for the spotlight on the stage but, for the souls 
in the seats, on the sidewalk, in a restaurant 
and at every opportunity. I have had the privi-
lege of spending time with the man behind 
the name and never have I known a man that, 
seemingly so easily, brings Jesus up in every 
conversation, even to a stranger. One of his first 
questions to anyone is, “Where do you go to 
Church?” and amazingly he does it in a way that 
people are just comfortable talking with him 
and generally they part as friends. By his own 
confession it’s because, “People are the ministry 
and sometimes I’m impressed to ask the ques-
tion which tells me I really need to talk to that 
person.” Not one to gush over anyone, I can say 
this with certainty: If you have any opportunity 
to know this man, anytime there is someone in 
need you can be sure Bradley is in the thick of 
it doing whatever he can to help them through 
their storm.  

 Preparing for this article I sat across a man who, 
smiled, laughed and cried over the tragedies, 
failures successes and memories of his past. 
I’ve heard the powerful testimony of a life that 
should have ended but, by the grace of God 
and through His divine orchestration, Bradley’s 
life is not lived for himself. How often do we 
step into a church and witness someone com-
pletely unmasked? Before our interview I spent 
an evening at one of the local concert events. 
I overheard compliments given, for how gra-
cious Mr. Clark is and how much the event was 
enjoyed. The reality is, every one of the people 
involved, are genuine or as Bradley says, “We 
about the realest group of people you’ll ever 
meet.” He told me at one point during our dis-
cussion that he used to never be able to, “write 
a love song.”  Now his life and everything he 
sings is a love song. His arrangements are big 
because that is how he views God. It becomes 
clear when you put the CD in the car; by the 
end the volume has crept up so loud every-
thing after sounds like a quiet hum. Every song 
has a background accompaniment or instru-
mental crescendo that evidences the greatness 
of the singer’s relationship with his Savior and 
the lyrics become his life’s testimony.

A.R. Cannon is a freelance writer out of Califor-
nia 
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Love and Urgency!

My favorite thing about Jesus’ life on Earth is the way he loved people through everything he 
did.  He didn’t have selfish ambition.  

Philippians 2 is an inspiration to us all: “In your relationships with one another, have the same 
mindset as Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God 
something to be used to his own advantage; rather, he made himself nothing taking the very 
nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.  And being found in appearance as a man, 
he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death -even death on a cross! Therefore God 
exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name.” Philippians 
2:5-9

I’m asking myself, how can I love others through the gifts God has given me? How can I love 
people through worship leading and songwriting?  

It’s going beyond my comforts, allowing myself to be compelled by compassion like Christ 
is.  It’s stopping in the hall to say hi to someone at church when I could easily keep walking.  
For artists, maybe it’s going to smaller churches to share your songs instead of favoring larger 
opportunities. For the busy creative types, it’s cutting out the “extra” in your life, so you can be 
more driven in seeing His kingdom come.

This year, God impressed on my heart not to hold back from doing exactly what he has given 
me passion to do.  For three years, I have been half-heartedly working on a girls devotional 
book, co-authored with Becca. But the vision for the book has been aching in me for years lon-
ger that that.  Aching because I see a desperate need for truth, freedom and love in this genera-
tion of girls. These times require urgency. 

Being too busy and too distracted had me dragging my heels in finishing the book. And God 
was prodding me not to waste any more time – stop messing around – and get the message 
out to those who are in need of it.  Essentially, to stop holding onto it for myself!

Maybe some of you can relate to this with your songwriting?  Is there a song you need to re-
lease to God and see how he can use it?  Perfection doesn’t come first, God’s purpose does.

Take a minute to search your heart for the passions that light up on the inside of you. Write 
them down and pray.  Ask God to show you which of these passions are His dreams.  Separat-
ing out our selfish ambitions from God’s pure ones is essential before acting on a vision. But 
once you know what is of God, don’t waste time in faithfully serving your master in acts of faith.   
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With complete love and abandon, Jesus served his purpose here on Earth by listening to the Father 
and obeying every time. Before I stop here and decide that His example is just too hard to follow, I 
must realize that I’m now united with Christ.  His Spirit is working in me to become like Him.  Though 
the task can be daunting, I’m not going to serve in my own strength.  

Elissa

The Sonflowerz

Visit www.sonflowerz.com or The Sonflowerz on facebook to hear more about 
their 30-day girls devotional book and MADE TO SHINE tour for girls. The 
Sonflowerz new EP will release September 10th 2013 on iTunes titled “LOVE 
WALKED IN”.
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“Building God’s Sanctuary” –  by Terri 
Shamar Worship Leader Calvary Chapel 
Grants Pass, Oregon

On March 23, 2010, the day of my birthday, 
my husband and I moved into our new home 
in Grants Pass, Oregon.  After we bought it, 
we were approached by my church, Calvary 
Chapel Grants Pass, about installing the Cal-
vary Chapel Radio Tower on our property.  
The previous owners were already consider-
ing it, but were in the prospect of selling their 
home.  Since we bought it, it was almost like 
the home, the installation of the radio tower, 
was passed over into our hands.  The final 
installation didn’t happen til a year and a half 
later.  The tower and broadcast will be used as 
a Voice in the community, with Pastor Denny 
Stahl of Calvary Chapel Grants Pass, Or., Presi-
dent, on the board for United With Israel, one 
of the voices, a strong gifted speaker/preacher 
called of God, in the community and abroad.

In 2009, the Lord gave me this word a few 
times, 1 Chron.28:10-21) “Consider now, for 
the Lord has chosen you to build a house for 
the sanctuary; be courageous and act. (11) 
Then David gave to his son Solomon the plan 
of the porch of the temple, its buildings, its 
storehouses, its upper rooms, its inner rooms, 
and the room for the mercy seat….”  Then, after 
moving into our new home, the Lord spoke to 
me again through this word, a few more times, 
not understanding exactly what the Lord was 
wanting to do.  Were we to build a church up 
here on the property or what?  As time led on, 
part of the meaning of that word is now com-
ing into fruition.  The last part of this chapter, 1 
Chron.28:20-21, it says, “Be strong and coura-
geous, and act; do not fear nor be dismayed, 
for the Lord God, my God, is with you.  He will 
not fail you nor forsake you until all the work 

for the service of the house of the Lord is fin-
ished. (21)”Now behold, there are the divisions 
of the priests and the Levites for all the service 
of the house of God, and every “willing” man 
of any skill will be with you in all the work for 
all kinds of service.  The officials also, and all 
the people will be entirely at your command.”  
Since that word, it became more clear in 2012,  
and without asking, people were offering to 
do the installation of the radio tower, with all 
the lines, backhoes, tractors, etc. to help in-
stall it!  What a glorious sight unfolding before 
our eyes!  Just recently in May 2013, we had 
a church breakfast with the different officials, 
city council, pastors, etc., a significant meeting 
where there was more a unity than ever be-
fore.

 I believe in order to build God’s Sanctuary, 
He desires unity for the purposes of build-
ing His Sanctuary among the brethren. Even 
my home with the radio tower, is all a part of 
it.  I had given this word originally last August 
2012 to my pastor and his wife, and now it is 
here and is happening before our eyes.  Truly 
a glorious time!  We are beginning to see the 
Lord working among the other churches and 
worship leaders to unify them together, not to 
be separate.  We are all one.  It is like the Lev-
ites and the priests who all have their different 
quarters and bedrooms in the community, 
but is all a part of not man’s, but God’s Sanctu-
ary.  I believe this is God’s edict, His decree, His 
commandment, and all in His timing…. This is 
huge.  The enemy does not like unity, and this 
has been a major stronghold in our commu-
nity for a long time.  And it’s time now to take 
back ground.

Ezra 6:11) “And I issued a decree that any man 
who violates this edict, a timber shall be drawn 
from his house and shall be impaled on it, 
and his house shall be made a refuse heap on 
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account of this. (12) “And may the God who has 
caused His name to dwell there, overthrow any 
king or people who attempts to change it, so as 
to destroy this house of God in Jerusalem….let it 
be carried out with all diligence!”

Ezra 7:6-28)  v.20)“And the rest of the needs for 
the house of your God, for which you may have 
occasion to provide, provide for it from the royal 
treasury.  (21) And I, even I King Artaxerxes, issue 
a decree to all the treasurers who are in the prov-
inces beyond the River, that whatever Ezra the 
priest, the scribe of the law of the God of heaven, 
may require of you, it shall be done diligently,….
(23) ”Whatever is commanded by the God of 
heaven, let it be done with zeal for the house of 
the God of heaven, lest there be wrath against 
the kingdom of the king and his sons……………”  
A pretty heavy word for here, and now.

                                                                                                                                  
“A CALL TO COURAGE”~

This is all significant to the ministry God has 
called me to.  Last August 2012, when I came 
back from a missionary trip from Honduras, I im-
mediately sat down to write out my song called, 
“Sanctuary” which is the title of my upcoming 
worship EP.  I got this word.   Haggai 2:4) “But now, 
take courage, Zerubbabel, take courage also, 
Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and all 
you people of the land take courage, and WORK,” 
declares the Lord.  And since I’ve been back, I 
have done nothing but work, work, work, up to 
this point, with recording my new worship tune, 
“Holy Holy is the Lord” to be featured in the Win-
ter Issue of Oikeo Chrisitan Songwriters’ Maga-
zine, the radio tower coming together in the final 
stages, our churches and worship leaders coming 
together in unity recently… I  didn’t mention that 
before I went on our recent April trip to Hondu-
ras, I was requested to sing Debbie Miller’s song 
she wrote for her movie, “Through  A Mother’s 
Eyes”, www.throughamotherseyesthemovie.com,  
that just premiered May 2013, along with my 

song, “Child After My Own Heart” also used in the 
movie?  This just dropped in my lap, sang it, and 
it was done.  Crazy!  But how timely God is, how 
He fits everything together for His own purpose, 
and in His own time.  God is so amazing!  And the 
Lord is still giving me Haggai 2:4-9  to “WORK”.  
And He is saying this exact word to other believ-
ers, which is more confirmation.  This summer, I 
am very excited to release my new EP “SANCTU-
ARY”, and it keeps me moving forward.

Onward Soldier- Missionary Roatan~

We are planning another trip back to Roatan, 
Honduras, this September, to see what else the 
Lord has in store.  In March 2013, I was given a 
word by someone who told me my heart, and 
things only the Lord had spoken to me.  They also 
said I would be involved with an orphanage.  This 
past April 2013, in Roatan, Honduras, one Sunday 
afternoon after leading worship at the RChurch, 
my party and I walked into a restaurant  which 
happened to be closed, but was embraced by the 
owners who just happened to be playing my cd, 
and welcomed us in.  And there just happened to 
be an orphanage of kids in the restaurant play-
ing, going in and out to the beach.  It was then 
that I heard the Lord speak, “Here it is. Here is 
the orphanage.”  I was so overwhelmed at that 
moment, that I was speechless and watched in 
amazement.  That week I felt the Lord say to me, 
Go and visit the Orphanage.  So, my friends and I 
went off to the Orphanage.  As soon as I walked 
in, these joyful children were already sitting next 
to me, talking, playing with my hair, laughing 
with me, etc.  I was so moved with emotion, it was 
difficult to hold back tears.  This happened a few 
times when I was given the tour.  It was a Chris-
tian orphanage, and my heart just melted, and 
I fell in love with these children!  This is another 
one of my little adventures, and a seed that God 
planted in my heart for these precious children!  





In Conclusion~

Quite honestIy, in my own flesh, I have tried to 
rebel and whine, give up, hide, not wanting to do 
any of this ministry, because of constant opposi-
tion and discouragement  in every direction that 
comes my way,  but I am not my own anymore.  
My selfish attitude has changed.   I belong to the 
Lord and His Kingdom, and His purpose here on 
earth.  I walk now in obedience with grace, walk-
ing in His mercy, to His calling on my life knowing 
what lies ahead for me.  I am pressing on toward 
the mark.  And I know who I am in Christ.  Once 
you have been with the Lord, the desires of the 
world fade away, and the Lord of Heaven is clearer 
than ever before.

  

“So, Be confident, and take courage, all you peo-
ple of the land, and WORK, and do not fear, for the 
Lord is with you in your midst.”  He wants to do 
great and marvelous things through you!   Amen.  

~ by Terri Shamar 

 www.terrishamar.com 







Michael Bahn
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“UNFORGIVENESS”

In 2012 I was hurt deeply.  The same situation 

hurt my family and many of my closest friends.  

That was a hard year.  It is amazing to me how 

the bad choices of a few can explode like an 

atom bomb leaving fall out for miles in every 

direction.  Sorry to say it like this but…it sucks!

HOWEVER, I have been recently challenged 

about forgiveness.  I know, some of you out 

there have also been hurt and don’t want to 

hear about this.  “Your situation” is different.  

Well, sincerely, I’m so sorry for whatever has 

authentically wounded you; I empathize 

and grieve for your situation.  However, it 

doesn’t change the fact that until we deal with 

forgiveness, we are the ones who truly suffer.  

Sounds odd huh?  We were the victims of 

someone else’s sin, yet now we bear the burden 

of our own potential sins of anger, resentment 

and a lack of forgiveness.  It doesn’t sound fair 

does it?  Well it’s not, but it is reality.

Freedom from our hurt is only found in letting 

go.  We cannot heal while we hold onto the 

poison that “someone else” injected into us.  We 

must give it over to God and trust Him to deal 

with it.  Forgiveness doesn’t mean that what was 

done to us is ok.  It doesn’t mean that we have 

to be BFF’s with the person who wounded us; it 

means we give the situation to God and let Him 

be the judge and jury.  He can handle it better 

than us.  And I don’t know about you, but I get 

weary of housing anger deep inside that acts 

like a conduit for other sin to have a direct line 

to my heart.  Author Neil Anderson says it well 

concerning these things when he shares,

“Forgiveness is necessary to avoid entrapment 

by Satan. I have discovered in my counseling 

that unforgiveness is the number one avenue 

Satan uses to gain entrance to believers’ lives.  

Paul encouraged mutual forgiveness ‘in order 

that no advantage be taken of us by Satan; for 

we are not ignorant of his schemes’ (2 Cor. 2:11). 

Unforgiveness is an open invitation to Satan’s 

bondage in our lives.”[1]

Again, I’m so sorry for all that has hurt each 

of you.  I mean no disrespect or harm by my 

comments today, I simply want to share how 

God is setting me free from that which has 

hurt me.  And I know many of you serve in 

leadership roles and are responsible for much.  

The fact is that unforgiveness “…will impair your 

ability to provide balanced, Christ-centered 

leadership.”[2]  You may be wondering why 

you are struggling with sins you thought came 

out of nowhere.  You may be struggling with 

random outbursts of anger you can’t explain.  

You may think you can control the beast of 

unforgiveness that slowly and strategically 

grows within you, but you will not win this 

battle on your own.  You must cry out to Jesus 

and allow Him to heal your heart.  You must 

allow him to remove the toxin that someone 
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else’s sin against you, has deposited in your soul.  You can be healed, you can be free, but God 

will not force Himself on you.  You must want healing more than vengeance.   Each Christmas 

season we talk about peace on earth and goodwill towards men.  My prayer over you friends 

is that you leave the hurt of the past in the past, and seek His peace in your heart for 2013 and 

beyond.  Blessings dear ones.

________________________________________

[1] Anderson, Neil T. Victory Over The Darkness: Realizing the Power of Your Identity in Christ. 

Ventura: Regal, 1990.

[2] McIntosh, Gary, and Samuel D. Rima. Overcoming the Dark Side of Leadership: How to 

Become an Effective Leader by Confronting Potential Failures. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2007.
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Keith Fentress Band

The Keith Fentress Band is a Dream come true for 
me.  The timing has never been more perfect and 
watching all of the pieces come into place have 
been amazing to witness.  Let’s start back at the 
beginning.  

On a stage one Friday evening in the summer of 
1976 in the Shreveport Civic Center, I stood be-
fore thousands of people and before cameras as a 
9 year old that saw only bright lights and success 
in his future.  I sang the lead of “I am a Promise 
“with the Children’s choir of my church.  I was cer-
tain I was destined for greatness.  It is really kind 
of blurry after that night until I was old enough 
to be in the youth group and got over my voice 
change. I was privileged to have a Youth Pastor 
who sang and I wanted to be just like him.  I even 
went to his barber to see if I could get the same 
haircut.  I might not of ended up with the “Cool 
Hair “but what I did get was priceless.  He invested 
time in me, not only with my singing but in my 
life.  I got to travel with him some when he would 
sing close and I watched his every move.  You can 
say he was if not my greatest influence, he played 
a major role in my development as a singer and 
ultimately a minister of the Gospel.  I got all of 
the sound tracks he used form his album and I 
practiced every day until I had them down just 
perfect.  I was determined I was going to be just 
like him.

Years passed and I was singing all of the time as 
a teenager and was sure one day I was going to 
be a Big star like Russ Taff.  I had the opportunity 
when I was 17 years old to attend a Christian 
Music Seminar in Estes Park, Colorado where hun-
dreds of hopeful singers compete and the winner 
is awarded a Custom Album.  I left the Seminar 
with mixed emotions. For some reason I thought 
I was a sure thing to win the contest and when I 
didn’t I was disappointed, but I was encouraged 
when one of the judges commented that I sound-
ed a little too much like Russ Taff for his personal 

taste….  What a Compliment!

After High School I joined a local band “Open Eyes 
“and we even recorded a couple covers we were 
playing at the time.  I then go t a small glimpse 
of what it could be like to a Rock Star!  Little did 
I know that my future did not include me being 
a Rock Star at all. All I wanted to do was sing and 
lead people into worship where they could ex-
perience God the way I had. After years of doing 
nothing musically, I became the Worship Leader 
at my home church in Shreveport, La and that is 
where everything clicked. I was now responsible 
for bringing people into an attitude of Worship on 
a weekly basis.  What a responsibility!  After serv-
ing a year, I then decided to attend Christ for the 
Nations in Dallas,TX and it was there that I began 
to see God’s hand in the course of my life.  For 
the next two years I would have the opportunity 
to travel all over the United States and Europe 
singing and leading people into the presence of 
God through Praise and Worship. I will forever be 
grateful for that experience.  It was during that 
time that God began putting song ideas on my 
heart.  I don’t play any instruments and so it quite 
difficult for me to really be serious about it. I made 
a few connections with various students who 
where musicians, but nothing ever really came of 
it.  Now over 20 years later, I can still sing word for 
word the first song I wrote while sitting in class 
one Tuesday Morning.  The Song, “Holy, Holy, Holy 
“is still a work in progress.   After twenty years of 
missteps, failures and missed opportunities, God 
opened a door only He could open.  My desire to 
record an album was fast becoming a very unre-
alistic reality…..  I was talking with a friend who 
is in the industry and we were discussing doing a 
project together, where we would work together 
to write the songs and record a 10 song album.  
After I was told how much this would cost me I 
began to weep and was prompted to pray and 
I simply said, “ God, this is in your hands “   If you 
are not a believer in prayer, I hope this changes 
your perspective.  Not 30 minutes later after 
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praying that simple prayer, I received a phone 
call on from a Record Company in Oklahoma. 
The rep on the phone began to tell me about 
how much they enjoyed my voice and would 
be interested in offering me a deal to record 
an album.  On top of all of that, the total cost 
would be a fraction of what I was quoted by my 
friend previously.  I spent the next few weeks 
seeking God for confirmation that this was the 
direction to go.  There were people, who told 
me it was not a 
good idea, but I felt 
a peace and when 
it was all said and 
done, I was able 
to raise over 100% 
of the money I 
needed to get it 
done.  The next 
task was to deter-
mine if I would be 
capable of writing 
the music myself 
or if I was going 
to seek out music 
from established 
song writers.  I felt 
for this first project 
I would leave it in 
the hands of the 
professionals and 
over the next 6 
months, God put 
the perfect people 
in my path.  The team at the Record Company 
was with me all along the way and I was excited 
from start to finish. They delivered everything 
they promised and at the end of the Day, I had 
recorded my first Album!!! Mission Accom-
plished!!! 

I released “All to You “on December 4, 2012 and 
the next task was to assemble a band to go out 

and play live.  Many attempts to put a band 
together had failed many times over the years, 
but this time everything seemed like it was 
going to be ok.  Within a very short time I had 
assembled the Band and we began to prac-
tice in January 2013.  We had the core of the 
group but were still missing a few key pieces 
and finally in April we added the final pieces 
and since then have begun writing together as 
a group, which has sparked a new excitement 

in each of us. We are 
now scheduled to play 
our very first Show 
on August 10, 2013 at 
Faith Fest in Kingston, 
MI and we are excited 
to see where we go 
from here.  It is all in 
God’s hands and we 
are definitely giving it 
All to Him!

Keith Fentress Band: 
Keith Fentress – Vocals, 
Michael Wilber – Bass, 
Kevin Batchelder – 
Drums,Vocals, Loren 
Griffin – Lead Guitar, 
Robin Griffin – Keys, 
Vocals, Tony Jacobini 
– Guitars, Joey Stoian, 
Guitars, Vocals

Keith Fentress Band is 
now out promoting 

the New Album “All to You” 

Album is available on iTunes - https://itunes.
apple.com/us/album/all-to-you/id578961678 
and on Reverbnation - http://www.reverbna-
tion.com/KeithFentressBand where 50% of all 
sales goes to World Vision

Keith Fentress: KeithFentressBand@gmail.com
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The Next Johnny Cash?

Johnny Cash at Folsom prison looms iconically in our 
collective conscience.  I play guitar in a band that does 
prison concerts in the Pacific Northwest.  We are not 
famous, or signed to a label.  Yet when my co-workers 
at my day job hear what we are doing that’s their point 
of reference.  “Oh, like Johnny Cash?”  That’s not 
bad.  Johnny Cash did a lot of good in his lifetime for 
prisoners and for prison reform.  Its true that he never 
did hard time like the character in his song Folsom 
Prison Blues, but prisoners who heard his music felt 
he understood them and identified with them.  Cash 
and his music friends performed in prisons throughout 
his career.  

I had my first prison ministry experience at 18 in 
Boise, Idaho where I was attending Bible College.  A 
young Latino man in our church, Louie, would visit a 
local juvenile detention one Sunday a month to preach 
and to identify.  Since I played guitar, Louie asked 
me to go in with him and play a little.  Nerves got the 
best of me that day.  I stumbled and mumbled through 
the words of a few gospel songs, hung my head, and 
brought it to a merciful close.  Louie preached softly 
and prayed.  Afterward as I was putting the guitar 
back in its case a young man approached and asked 
“Dude, can you play Stairway to Heaven?” Why yes, 
yes I can.  I played him two minutes of Led Zeppelin 
to which he replied, “Cool.”  Frankly, I felt better, like 
maybe I’d done some good.  

Fast forward about 25 years to Vancouver, WA.  My 
home church, New Heights, began to partner with a 
chaplain who visits a nearby state minimum security 
men’s prison.  Chaplain Ron,  a Vietnam vet and alum-
nus of San Quentin prison preached, and we brought 
the musicians for corporate worship.  At first my only 
responsibility was to play guitar in the band.  Down 
the road a piece I was handed the reigns of musician 
recruiting.  Most of my life I’d been one of a very 
few musicians in small churches, but at New Heights, 
a mega church by some standards, there were many 
musicians on rotation, most of which I would never 
serve with on my team.  I began to invite musicians 
and singers from other rotations to accompany me up 
to the prison.  In addition I tried mixing up the music 
style to match the players and even incorporate more 
sets loaded with secular/spiritual covers.  One Sunday 
we did a blues show using “Riding with the King” 

(BB & Eric Clapton) and “When Love Came to Town” 
(U2 & BB).  Chaplain Ron liked that and thought the 
“real music” might attract newcomers to chapel ser-
vices.  Another Sunday we used a bluegrass theme and 
included tunes from the movie O Brother Where Art 
Thou.  I invited my friend Scott Minter to play mando-
lin and a fiddle player named Kate White.

My meeting with Kate sparked a decade long partner-
ship in music and ministry.  Kate, it turns out, is a 
gifted songwriter with a burden born out of trauma.  
Her writing and singing connects powerfully to people 
in pain.  Scott and I have been the core of Kate’s 
band sound through a number of incarnations and 
currently we describe ourselves as an acoustic blend 
of folk rock, Celtic, country and bluegrass.  Lots of 
players and singers have come through the band over 
the years. We’ve tried lots of things to promote the 
band and Kate’s music, and have played venues both 
large and humble.  The one constant throughout has 
been returning to prisons, as well as detention centers, 
shelters, hospitals, and group foster homes.  Here is an 
outline of what we’ve come to in this method of music 
ministry, and I’ll address this primarily to the prison 
work:

1.  We always go in accompanied by a person or 
persons who regularly visit this population.  In Wash-
ington we actually get our prison assignments from 
Prisoner’s For Christ, an organization that books musi-
cians and speakers for prisons.  They also coordinate 
volunteers on the outside who grade correspondence 
bible study materials.  Using PFC has streamlined 
our booking.  They are in contact with the various 
institutions and chaplains, schedules and security 
procedures.  Further, folks on the ground who remain 
long after we’ve left are the best ones to follow up any 
work we’ve begun.

2.   In these settings that are many times limited to 60 
minutes or fewer we take responsibility for the time 
start to finish.  In the early days we were sometimes 
thrown together in an unplanned “program” with 
speakers we didn’t know.  We’ve found its more ef-
fective thematically and experientially for the listener 
if we plan and deliver a unified program of music and 
testimony.  

3.  We plan and practice a performance.  Years ago 
we watched a video series by Nashville performance 
coach Tom Jackson which continues to serve us well.  
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Here are just a couple of things we regularly use.  Be-
gin a performance as if meeting a person for the first 
time.  You can’t go right to intimacy or be too showy.  
Open with a number that is medium tempo and “radio 
friendly.”  Then two or three numbers in there should 
be a moment when the audience will emotionally 
respond, “Mmmmm, they sure can play.”  Highlight 
musical moments with physical movements.  Its okay 
to move around the stage.  Right before a message/tes-
timony we have a few minutes of big fun—audience 
participation.  Our old standby is to have Kate teach a 
Riverdance step while the band plays a fiddle tune.  So 
we’ve said howdy, earned their attention, helped them 
feel something, had some fun with them, and now is 
the time to deliver a message.  

4.  We try to be ourselves and share ourselves.  No one 
likes a phony, and wannabes make us cringe and turn 
away.  In our speaking we make a conscious effort 
to avoid church speak and to use everyday language.  
When possible before and after concerts or during a 
shared meal we want to make regular conversation 
with inmates.  Musically this has meant that we had 
to get comfortable with what we are and forget what 
we are not.  On our first youth detention concert I 
became very agitated that these young toughs were 
going to hate our music.  We aren’t goth or rap and 
we were the age of their parents.  Fortunately the 
volunteer who met us at the facility talked us out of 
painting our fingernails black.  Instead being familiar 
with Kate’s recordings she asked, “Are you going to 
sing Becca’s Lullaby?”  So at the end of that show we 
did sing those tattooed gang boys a lullaby while Kate 
reminded them that she had boys their age.  Not a dry 
eye remained in the house.  Afterward the chaplain 
reported that the boys asked for that song to be piped 
into their rooms at night.  I guess perfect love really 
does cast out fear.   

5.  We want to be ready for contingencies.  Anything 
can and often does happen.  We’ve had incidents in the 
prison which cut our sets short.  We were once locked 
down while performing and had to turn a 45 minute 
set into a 90 minute set.  Another time we drove two 
hours to a youth detention facility.  It had been fam-
ily day so extra guards were brought in during those 
hours to shepherd the visitors around.  When the visit-
ing hours were over the extra guards were sent home.  
Then a fight broke out where several of the regular 
guards were injured.  When we arrived there weren’t 

enough guards to secure the offending boys and bring 
the ones on good report to hear our program.  We 
prayed and drove home with a reminder to pray more 
often.

In August 2012 the Kate White Band did a week 
long tour of Eastern Oregon prisons along with a few 
church and public performances.  That was a week that 
tested all our preparations.  The night before we were 
to leave Vancouver my younger brother Patrick died 
of a heart attack, age 49,  leaving a wife and 8 kids, 
four still school aged.  In the morning my first call was 
to Dale, our bass player and PA specialist.  Dale also 
plays guitar.  For the first third of the tour Dale would 
play all my guitar parts and our drummer shifted from 
the kit to djembe.  At mid week I caught up with the 
tour, tired but welcoming the chance to play again.  
The previous June my dad had buried a brother as 
well, and my family asked us to learn Vince Gill’s 
song “Go Rest High” for the memorial.  Kate encour-
aged me to keep singing that song for the remaining 
shows and to talk about my brother.  The singing was 
easier than the talking, but both were good medicine 
for myself and for our audiences.  Late in the week we 
added a prison we thought we’d have to skip altogeth-
er.  When planning the tour Kate hadn’t ever gotten 
through to the chaplain at this one particular place.  As 
the tour unfolded we played an outdoor public event 
in that town and during the show Kate mentioned that 
we had tried to get into their local prison.  The warden 
was in the audience, and at the intermission he made a 
bee-line for us.  He rushed our approvals through and 
got us an outdoor general population concert rather 
than chapel service.  God was opening a door. We used 
all our original tunes, spiritual and family friendly, 
plus secular covers learned for hotel gigs, wine tasting 
rooms, weddings and funerals and a liberal dose of our 
personal stories.    

A thing like that makes me wonder.  The way prison 
ministry is sometimes viewed it seems as if we are all 
called to preach to prisoners or convert them.  Some 
undoubtedly are.  As for me, I am called to make a 
memorable, personal visit.  

“I was in prison and you came to visit me.”  Matthew 
25:36 NIV
Glenn Farley, Vancouver, WA
Guitarist, Kate White Band
http://youtu.be/IdIE_PHsB0o
katewhitemusic.com
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briancampbellmusic@gmail.com
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