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« Judith Chow, Sc.D., leveraged $130,000 in laboratory renovations and equip-
ment into more than $46 million in projects related to air quality studies through DRI’s 
Environmental Analysis Facility, and built a remarkable research staff of 24 highly trained em-
ployees, all living in Nevada.

Dr. Kumud Acharya lever-
aged a $194,000 startup pack-
age into $5.9 million in grants and 
contracts. He serves as the lead for 
key restoration projects with the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers and Tottori 
University in Japan for work in Japan, 
China, and Mongolia. Dr. Acharya finds solutions for combating invasive species in 
regional rivers, lakes, and reservoirs, addressing urban flood issues, and managing 
whole ecosystem issues under adverse conditions. 

Nevada’s legislature was visionary in 1959 when it created DRI as the environmental 
research campus of the state’s university system. Today, that vision is threatened by 
the proposed budget reduction to higher education, which equates to a decrease 

in the state’s research investment. DRI has flourished as an entrepreneurial campus of 500 
scientists, engineers and technicians who leveraged the state’s $8.2 million allocation last 
year into $45.5 million in revenue. Below are a few snapshots of the incredible return DRI 
and the state of Nevada received from an investment in DRI and its faculty. In addition, 
DRI’s research faculty are self-supported and do not receive state funding or tenure.

»  DRI’s state funding is used to help offset research support  and other operating expenses so that overhead generated by the faculty 
can be used to develop research projects and fund startup packages to attract new faculty.

»  In addition to impacting research and startup packages, the proposed reduction in state funding would also dramatically limit DRI’s 
ability to invest in matching funds that are required to attract and grow our research. This would also hamper our ability to invest 
in faculty innovation.

»  It has been suggested that NSHE has the ability to mitigate the impact of any proposed cuts by increasing its charges for tuition and 
fees. Without any degree granting programs, DRI cannot replace any portion of the proposed budget cuts with tuition or fee increases.

»  Since 2008, DRI has lost 21 research faculty members to institutions in Texas, New Mexico, Louisiana, Pennsylvania and California. 
The financial challenges of the State of Nevada and concerns about Nevada’s commitment to higher education have been identified 
by these research faculty as significant factors in their recent exodus from DRI and the state.

  Dr. Eric McDonald leveraged a $97,000 
startup package into $22 million in defense fund-
ing supporting innovative research to protect our sol-
diers and support our missions in the Middle East. Dr. 
McDonald has created 10 faculty jobs, and along with 
his team have earned the highest level of respect and 
trust from the US Army’s Research Office.

 Dr. Joe McConnell leveraged a $75,000 startup package into $10 million for projects related to global 
scale hydrology and climate change. In addition, he has gained international recognition through 32 interviews with 
BBC, Discover, USA Today and National Geographic.

Nevada’s Investment at Risk
RE

SE
A

RC
H



CREATED IN 1959 BY THE NEVADA LEGISLATURE: 
An economic engine for the state

www.dri.edu

FUNDING 
The vast majority of DRI’s funding is from federal, state, and local research grants and contracts. DRI also conducts research for the 
private sector and receives contributions from donors. State of Nevada operating support for DRI is only 1.1 percent of the Nevada 
System of Higher Education budget. The chart below shows the return on investment Nevada receives from its allocation to DRI, 
going back to 1991. Last year, DRI had $37.6 million in sponsored projects expenditures and $45.5 million in total non-state revenue.

DRI’S VALUE 
»  DRI was created by the Nevada legislature to conduct and promote 

fundamental and applied research

»  DRI’s current annual state appropriation is $8.2 million

»  DRI conservatively estimates that the direct return on state-funded 
investment is 5-to-1

»  Since 2000, DRI has leveraged $71 million in state operating funds to 
attract $352 million in external research

»  From 2004–2010, DRI’s strategic partnering with business and 
Technology Transfer have resulted in 47 invention disclosures,  
26 patents issued and five license agreements 

»  Approximately 50 faculty members teach and advise students at UNR, 
UNLV and Nevada State College in Atmospheric Sciences, Hydrologic 
Sciences, Anthropology, Geology, Biology, Chemistry, Engineering and 
Environmental Studies

»  DRI invests $1.4 million annually in non-state dollars for 50–65 graduate 
students at UNR and UNLV

»  The Computational Research and Visualization Building was designed 
as a Leadership in Environmental Energy and Design (LEED) certified 
building, with approximately 30 percent projected savings in utility 
costs over a standard building
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DRI’s Competitiveness
ACADEMIC INSTITUTIONAL RANKINGS
NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION
(RANKING BY R&D EXPENDITURES IN THE 
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES AT UNIVERSITIES 
& COLLEGES—NSF STATISTICS, FY08)

DRI brings national prestige to Nevada. In the 
latest environmental rankings from the National 
Science Foundation, DRI ranks 20th in research 
and development (R&D) expenditures in the 
environmental sciences—ahead of UC Davis, 
Harvard and Stanford.

1 University California-San Diego
2 Texas A&M University
3 Woods Hole Oceanographic Institute
13  University of Texas, Austin 
14 Johns Hopkins University
17 University of Maryland Center for 

Environmental Sciences
19 University of Southern California
20 DRI
24 University California-Davis
32  Harvard University
35  Stanford University
40  UNR
48 UNLV


