
 

NFHF Board Meetings 

You are always welcome at 

NFHF Board Meetings.  Our 

Board meetings will be the 

second Thursday of  every other 

month at 5:30 pm at our  

Resource Center.  If you would 

like to address the Board, call 

Sue Ellen Stewart at 

(985) 875-0511.  

NFHF Board 

Chairperson: 

Gerard Gianoli, M.D.  

Vice Chairperson:   

Aaron Karlin, M.D. 

Secretary: 

Jeanne Bower 

Treasurer: 

Rob Lamb 

Board Members: 

Tiffany Bourg 

Randal Ferrara 

Matthew Gardner 

Chris Knoblauch 

Patrick Reso, Esq. 

Donna Slocum 

Advisory Board Members: 

Lynda Bradley 

Gina Villar 

Opinions contained herein 

do not necessarily  

represent those of the 

funding source, and no 

endorsement should  

be inferred. 

The work of  NFHF, including publication of this newsletter, is funded in part by the Louisiana Developmental  

Disabilities Council, Florida Parishes Human Services Authority and the Louisiana Department of Education.  

Northshore Families Helping Families is a United Way recipient. 

July — September 2012 

 

                                           By: Zachary Slay 

My desire to see people of all abilities come together is one that has  

developed over time. When I accepted the role as Northshore Families 

Helping Families’ Adult Program Coordinator, this vision was only a dream. 

Though I was given the task of building a program to reach the adults with 

disabilities of the Northshore, it was evident where my focus should lie. 

  

In order for this dream to become reality, something more concrete than a 

program has to be built. The lives we live are based on much more than 

the programs and activities that are implemented into our schedules. Real 

life is experienced within the relationships we cultivate. This was my focus 

as I began to encourage our community to embrace those who have been 

given different abilities than they. 
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Executive Director 
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Assistant Director 
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Partners Coordinator 

MICHELLE LeGROS 

Inclusive Education Specialist 
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NFHF Office: 

204 W. 21st Avenue 

Covington, LA 70433 

(985) 875-0511 

(800) 383-8700 

info@fhfnorthshore.org 

 

Office Hours:  

9:00 am—4:00 pm 

Monday—Friday 
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Mark Your Calendars for the Next Illuminate Event! 

Friday, September 21, 2012 

6—9pm 

First Baptist Church Covington 

16333 Highway 1085 

High Schoolers, College Students & Beyond 

See you at the ROC! 

In March, NFHF was given the opportunity to  

coordinate a community wide event in order to 

share the beauty of inclusion. Within just a few 

weeks, many faith-based organizations united to 

share the message of inclusion. The big event was 

entitled Illuminate in hopes to shine light upon the 

truth the we are defined not by what we're able to 

give but by the love that has been given to us. 

 

Gazing over a crowd engaged in Illuminate, I  

witnessed people experiencing the freedom to be 

themselves. Bringing people of all abilities together 

through games, skits, and music set the stage for 

an inspiring message. Together, we were encour-

aged to see how much we are loved. It's beautiful 

to know you're included in something so much  

bigger than anything you alone can produce. 

 

This is exactly what I want to convey! You are  

included! Whomever you are, whatever limitations 

you have, you are an essential part of this body we 

call community! The Northshore becomes a true 

community as we cherish one another’s differences in order to learn and 

grow. This should excite us all to reach out to others to give and receive. 

When love is shared unconditionally, life is fully experienced! 

 

A deeper love and joy is in action as we extend our lives to one another. 

April's big event proved how beautiful it is when we include each other within 

the lives we live. We are all able to let light shine. Sharing the gifts we've 

been given often beckons us to receive much more than we could ask for. 

 

Illuminate still shines as we daily give of ourselves. This is true as many peo-

ple come together to plan the next big event! So, as we look forward to this 

fall’s Illuminate, let’s shift our perspective to the greatest ability we all have. 

By the love we have been given, we are able to love! 



 
P A G E  3  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Northshore Families Helping Families is pleased to welcome new staff ! 

Hope Bahm Smith was hired as our Resource Specialist.  Hope is from 

Franklinton, La and is currently living in Denham Springs, La.  She was re-

cently married to Robert Reid Smith, also of Franklinton.  They are currently 

looking to return to the St. Tammany area in the near future. She attended 

Southeastern Louisiana University where she received a degree in Market-

ing.  Hope was led to our organization through her personal experience as a 

sibling to a brother that has Down syndrome.  Frazier is sixteen years old 

and will begin Franklinton High School in the fall.  She is extremely excited to 

be working with Northshore Families Helping Families and is eager to give 

back to this community of individuals with disabilities and their families.    

Hope enjoys spending time with her family and dog, exercising, and doing 

anything outdoors.  She feels right at home at NFHF and is excited to be part 

of our team and community. 

 

Hannah Rucker joined NFHF as an Inclusive Education Specialist. Hannah is 

excited to be a part of the NFHF family. She has been actively involved in the "business" of helping others her 

entire life starting with her role as big sister in a family of 9. Hannah retired from St. Tammany Parish Schools 

four years ago after a wonderful career that included classroom teacher, Asst. Principal, Principal and Director 

of Truancy Program. During her career, she received recognition as Teacher of the Year, State Student Council 

Advisor of the Year and was a finalist for the National Student Council Advisor of the Year. In 2003, The Louisi-

ana Legislature recognized her work on the behalf of students and young people with a Joint Resolution.  

Hannah also has extensive community involvement experience, serving on the Board of Directors for STARC,  

the Slidell Women's Civic Club, the Northshore Harbor Center, the Slidell Memorial Hospital's Women's Health 

Alliance; and past experiences on the Board of Directors with Youth Service Bureau and the Greater Covington 

Junior Service League. In addition to volunteer experiences, Hannah enjoys spending time with her 10 grand-

children and numerous nieces, nephews and 7 godchildren. Lenae, her family’s "diva" has osteogenesis imper-

fecta or brittle bones. Despite Lenae’s many frailties and challenges, Hannah says that Lanae manages to 

“keep all of us in check and on our toes.” Two other grandchildren have classifications of OHI/ADD. Hannah 

told us, “Over the years, I have weathered many storms and learned valuable lessons along the way. Every day, 

I am reminded of my mantra ‘No matter how you feel, get up; get dressed; and get going.’ Here at NFHF, I feel 

like I am truly a part of this family of dedicated individuals and I pledge that I too will be a passionate advocate 

for you. I'm looking forward to this newest chapter in my journey!”  

Mission 

To provide the individualized services, information, resources and support needed to 

positively enhance the independence, productivity and  

inclusion of persons with disabilities. 

 

Vision 

To ensure all individuals with disabilities have the opportunity to attend school, live, 

work and recreate in their own communities. 
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Northshore Families Helping Families is now accepting 

Ambassadors in Action applications for 2012-2013 

Ambassadors in Action is a great opportunity for students interested in learning 

about business in the non-profit sector, for students looking for meaningful volunteer 

opportunities, and/or students who want to have well-rounded experiences in  

preparation for college or career. 

Ambassadors will be selected from juniors and seniors attending area high schools 

based upon their applications and recommendations.  A maximum of three students 

will be selected from each high school or organization.   

Ambassadors will be involved in Ambassador Orientation, NFHF events such as 

BooFest, illuminate, UP 21 Walk, Sibling Adventures, Breakfast With Santa, and 

fundraising activities.   

If this is a program for you, please complete the attached application and send it to 

Lynda Bradley via email or fax: 

lyndabradley@fhfnorthshore.org 

985-875-9979 

 

For more information call NFHF at 985-875-0511  

Applications must be received by Wednesday, August 15th. 

 

“My overall experience with Northshore Families Helping Families has been great! The Ambassadors 

in Action program was very eye opening for me and I learned a lot. All of the events we participated 

in were very enjoyable and rewarding as well. I am so thankful for being given the opportunity to be a 

part of such a great organization and I am looking forward to another great year! 

 

 

 
Madison Heil, 2011-2012 Ambassador in Action 

http://origin.library.constantcontact.com/download/get/file/1101332735729-350/Ambassador+application+2012-2013.pdf
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inclusive community adult network 

 

iCAN excites individuals of all abilities to live life to the fullest. The heart of this mission is to build true friend-

ships across all boundaries. iCAN is a program of Northshore Families Helping Families that gives individuals 

with developmental disabilities the freedom to experience real adventure. This is played out as relationships are 

built through weekly events of laughter, singing, food and fun, as well as opportunities to enhance life skills. 

Designed for individuals ages sixteen and up, iCAN also facilitates a smooth transition from high school into 

adulthood. Our vision is that life-long friendships will develop among iCAN’s participants and volunteers. 

Through iCAN, these friends encounter the life they are meant to live, a life of personal growth, while learning 

what it means to grow together: At the center, iCAN believes that we all live with great purpose,  than when  

joining together “I can!” 

 

iCAN Move It! - great exercise experience 

Every Tuesday ~ 3:30—4:15pm, $5 donation 

Franco’s: 100 Bon Temps Roule, Mandeville, LA 70471 

 

iCAN Bowl— lunch, bowling & lots of fun 

Every Saturday ~ 11-1pm and every Thursday ~ 3:30—5:50pm, $4 for 2 games & shoes 

Tiffany Lanes: 4400 Highway 22, Mandeville, LA 70471 

 

iCAN Eat Mor Chikin—dinner & friendship 

2nd Friday of the month ~ 6-8pm  

Chick-fil-A: 69280 Highway 21, Covington, LA 70433 

 

Mark your calendar for Friday, September 21st and join us for another amazing 

Illuminate event! Watch your email for more details for a night you won’t want 

to miss! 

iCAN 
               work. play. live. 
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Denham / Walker Branch Library 
6:30 pm, Meets First Wednesday of every month    

 
Hammond Health Unit 

7pm, Meets Second Monday of every month 
  

Slidell Memorial Hospital 
9am, Meets Second Wednesday of every month. 

 

Northshore Families Helping Families Office 
7pm, Meets Third Tuesday of every month  

 
Washington Parish YWCA  

TBD 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Lakeview Regional Medical Center (Covington) 
7pm, Meets First Monday of every month (Pelican room) 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
St. Tammany Parish Hospital (Covington)   

7pm, Meets First Tuesday of every month (Abita Room) 
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Be sure to check your email for more information on these events! 

 

August 28th  -  Collaborative Workshop with St. Tammany Parish Public School System on the 

IEP Process. This training will include an overview of parent rights and responsibilities, a 

mock IEP and special education updates. Treen Technology Center, Mandeville;  

7:00pm-8:30pm 

 

 

September 13th  -  Collaborative Workshop with Tangipahoa Parish Public School System on 

Navigating the IEP Process. Details to be announced. 

 

 

September 21st  - iCAN’s Illuminate for high schoolers college students and beyond will be 

held at the ROC at First Baptist Church Covington, 16333 Highway 1085; 6:00pm—9:00pm 

 

 

September 25th  -  Collaborative Workshop with St. Tammany Parish Public School System on 

testing, high stakes testing and the common core standards. Treen Technology Center,  

Mandeville; 7:00pm-8:30pm 

 

 

October 11th  - Collaborative Workshop with Tangipahoa Parish Public School System on the 

Least Restrictive Environment (LRE) and Extended School Year Services (ESYS).  

Details to be announced. 

 

 

November 9-11th  -  Introduction to Verbal Behavior: Teaching Communication Skills to  

Children with Autism & Other Developmental Delays with Vincent J. Carbone, Ed. D., BCBA, 

LLC; Courtyard Marriott, Covington; 8:00am-5:30pm 

 

 

November 19-20th  - Sibling Adventures. Details to be announced. 

 

 

December 8th  -  Breakfast with Santa 

Clarion Inn and Suites, Covington. Details to be announced. 
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Registration Form 

http://origin.library.constantcontact.com/download/get/file/1101332735729-354/walk+registration.pdf
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meet their needs. We will also take into consideration where 
their families reside. Those individuals who pose a risk to 
themselves or others will receive the necessary supervision in 
the supports and services center. The remaining residents will 
receive the supports they need to live successfully in the com-
munity.  
Individuals with the two lowest levels of support needs in all the sup-
ports and services centers will transition to community based ser-
vices. Please explain the process OCDD is using to assist individu-
als and their families in choosing the community services that best 
meet their needs.  
As a starting point, residents will be assessed using the Sup-
port Intensity Scale (SIS) to identify those individuals who 
don’t need the level of supports provided in a supports and 
services center. We will involve the individual and their family 
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Applications must be received by Friday, August 10, 2012 

Awards will be announced on Wednesday, August 22, 2012 

ACCESS Application 

http://origin.library.constantcontact.com/download/get/file/1101332735729-278/Access%2520Application%25200311%5B1%5D.pdf
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Angelle Morley is thrilled to be the new Region 9  

LaTEACH Area Coordinator. She is the mother of two, 

soon to be three children. They are Westin, age 6,  

Adeline, age 4, and Colette, coming soon! Angelle is 

married to her best friend, Garrett, and they enjoy 

spending every second with their kids and making their 

days as bright as possible. She believes her  

family is the inspiration for anything that she does and 

all that she aspires to do. Angelle has lived in St.  

Tammany Parish for most of her life, attending elementary and high school 

in the Slidell area. She believes in 100% inclusion of people, in any situa-

tion. According to Angelle, “No person in this world is untouched by differ-

ence; we are all unique individuals, with unique talents, abilities and per-

sonalities. Every person in this world can make a difference and has the 

abil ity to achieve their dreams. I look forward to  

working together to achieve our full potential!” Angelle can be contacted by 

email at Angelle.Morley@lateach.org. 

Hope Smith is the new  

LaCAN Leader for Region 9! 

Hope is the Resource Spe-

cialist at Northshore Fami-

lies Helping Families. She 

has a younger brother,  

Frazier, that is sixteen and has Down syndrome. He has inspired her to 

work for NFHF and LaCAN. She feels that serving families like her own 

is a great way to give back to her brother who has given so much to her.  

Hope is passionate about advocating for home and community-based 

services and is available to inform and support you in advocating for 

systems change. She is really excited to work with each of you. Hope 

can be contacted by phone at 985-875-0511 (work) or by email at  

lacan.region9@gmail.com.  

mailto:Angelle.Morley@lateach.org
mailto:lacan.region9@gmail.com
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Effective May 1st, 2012 EarlySteps is implementing a revised, more restrictive eligibility criteria. To qualify for 
eligibility according to the Developmental Delay criteria in EarlySteps, a child must score 1.5 Standard  
Deviations below the mean in two domains as measured by the Battelle Developmental Inventory, 2nd Edition 
(BDI-2). Use of sub-domains to qualify no longer applies. These revised criteria for Developmental Delay will 
apply to any newly referred children as well as currently enrolled children according to the procedures which 
follow. There are no changes to the eligibility criteria for Established Medical Conditions. 

 

 

As part of the public review and public comment period for the proposed Policy revisions, you will recall that 
EarlySteps was also planning to implement Family Cost Participation. The Department of Health and Hospitals 
decided NOT to implement Family Cost Participation at this time. 

 
 
 

 

System Point of Entry 
1302 JW Davis Drive 
Hammond, LA  70403 
Phone: 985-429-1252 
Fax: 985-429-1613 
Ashely.Casteel@selahec.org 

 

 

 

Each region in the state has a Regional Coordinating Council (RICC). This gives parents an opportunity locally 
to stay current with the latest information and provide valuable feedback to EarlySteps. There is a need of par-
ent participation at our Regional Interagency Coordinating Council Meetings. The next scheduled RICC is: 
 
TBA—2nd or 3rd week of October 
Workforce Commission  
1711 Nashville Ave. Hammond, LA 70401 
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The mission of Florida Parishes Human Services Authority (FPHSA) is to enhance the availability of  

services and supports leading to a satisfying and productive life for persons living with addictive  

disorders, developmental disabilities, and mental illnesses. 

 

Developmental Disabilities Services (DDS) is the branch of Florida Parishes Human Services Authority 

that coordinates developmental disability services to consumers in the five-parish area. 

 

FPHSA DDS is the single point of entry in the five-parish area for the following services provided to  

individuals with developmental disabilities: Individual and Family Support; Flexible Family Funds 

(formerly known as Cash Subsidy); Personal Support Coordination; Residential Placement (Community 

Homes and Facilities); Crisis Support; and Home and Community Based Waiver Services such as New 

Opportunities Waiver (NOW); Children’s Choice Waiver (CC); Support Waiver (SW); and Residential  

Options Waiver (ROW). 
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FREE ONLINE TRAININGS  

Provided by  

 

 

  

 

Trainer Led Web Classes Let You View Online, Hear/Discuss by Phone, Without Arranging Child Care or 

Leaving Home or Work. Conveniently Scheduled Classes offered Morning, Noon and Night!  

 

You can register yourself for any online training by following the link below to their Google Calendar: 

https://www.google.com/calendar/embed?

src=embk63sh203a1bavheaafu22lk@group.calendar.google.com&amp&gsessionid=OK  

Here, you can click on any training, and a link will be provided to register. The Google Calendar link can also 

be followed through our website, www.fhfjefferson.org under “Trainings and Events.” You may also call Fami-

lies Helping Families of Jefferson at (504) 888-9111 or (800) 766-7736 or email info@laptic.org to register. 

NOTE: LaPTIC Online Trainings are hosted by www.ReadyTalk.com. The ReadyTalk Email invitation in-

cludes a test to check your computer’s compatibility before the meeting. We highly recommend you use this 

opportunity to check your computer’s compatibility before logging in so you can resolve any technical issues 

before joining the class. 

JULY 2012 

 

What works for the Child Who has Dyslexia?: Join us to learn more about dyslexia, language processing disorders, and 

what has worked for others. Guest presenter, Theresa S. Hastings, is an Academic Language Therapist, who conducts one-

on-one therapy with students to remediate their dyslexic tendencies and other language processing issues. 

 

 

 

 

AUGUST 2012 

 

Special Education: What Do Parents Need to Know: New webinar on IDEA Basic Rights! This webinar will help par-

ents of  children with disabilities understand what special education is; how a child might get special education services, 

how to resolve disagreements; and what role parents play. Learn IDEA basic rights with this PACER Center workshop. 

Family friendly language will make learning the basics a breeze. 

 

 

 

Date:    Friday, July 27  

Time:    1:00pm—2:00pm 

Guest Presenter:  Theresa S. Hastings 

Date:    Thursday, August 2 

Time:    12:30pm—1:30pm 

Staff Presenter:  Shanida Mathieu 

https://www.google.com/calendar/embed?src=embk63sh203a1bavheaafu22lk@group.calendar.google.com&amp&gsessionid=OK
https://www.google.com/calendar/embed?src=embk63sh203a1bavheaafu22lk@group.calendar.google.com&amp&gsessionid=OK
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Kurzweil Basics: Interested in learning more about how Kurzweil 3000 can help educators differentiate instruction so that 

all students can access the curriculum? Join us for a one-hour webinar to see how Kurzweil 3000 is more than just a tool for 

students who are struggling! Topics to be covered include: reading tools to support fluency; comprehension and vocabulary; 

writing tools; study skills tools; and test-taking features. Guest Presenters, Sharon Edwards and Kristie Stapler, are South 

River Region Assistive Technology Facilitators with the Louisiana Assistive Technology Initiative (LATI).   

Date:    Tuesday, August 7 

Time:    11:00am—12:00pm 

Guest Presenter:   Sharon Edwards and Kristie Stapler 

 

Exiting EarlySteps? What Parents Should Know About Preschool IEP Services: Preparation for toddlers with disabili-

ties to transition from EarlySteps IFSP early intervention services should begin 6 months before the child’s third birthday. 

What do parents need to know about referral to the school district and eligibility for IDEA preschool IEP services? What 

services, if any, could be provided? If eligible, where could the child receive services? What are the differences between 

EarlySteps IFSP services and school district preschool IEP services? Change often brings anxiety. Don’t get nervous, get 

prepared! Grab some lunch, join is online, by phone, and discover what you need to know before exiting!  

Date:    Thursday, August 9 

Time:    12:30pm—1:30pm 

Presenter:   Rana Ottallah 

 

Models of Speech Language Therapy—Benefits and Challenges: Budget cuts, lack of qualified personnel and increasing 

need for services pose challenges to providing speech language pathology services. To handle these challenges, speech  

language therapy is provided using a variety of models. This presentation will highlight the different models of speech  

language therapy used in the public school system. Benefits and challenges and best practices for use of these models will 

be discussed. This presentation also will provide an overview of Augmentative and Alternative Communication Systems 

ranging from low to high technology solutions including apps for iPhone, iPad, and Android. Strategies for vocabulary  

selection for the devices, their implementation and integration into daily routines will be discussed. In addition, a variety of 

funding avenues and resources for obtaining services will be presented. Guest Presenter, Dr. Meher Banajee’s, duties at the 

School of Allied Health Professions, Louisiana State University—Health Sciences Center (LSU-HSC) in New Orleans  

include assistant Professor, Speech-Language Pathology Clinical Practicum Clinic Supervisor, and Instructor of Infant  

Intervention, Articulation and Phonology, Cleft Palate and Craniofacial Anomalies, and Voice and Related Disorders. 

Date:    Wednesday, August 15 

Time:    12:30-1:30 p.m. 

Guest Presenter:   Meher Banajee, Ph.D. 

 

Getting Organized: Creating a Care Notebook for Your Child: As parents of children with complex medical needs, we 

are experts in the day-to-day care of our kids. But there are times when our children must be left with relatives, friends, 

respite workers, or nurses who know little or nothing about their care. While we hope that events like these will never occur, 

we need to be prepared if they do. One of the best ways to prepare is to create a Care Notebook with all of your child’s  

information in it. Guest presenter, Susan Agrawal, a parent of a child with complex medical needs, founded Complex Child 

E-Magazine in 2008. Susan began her own daughter’s Care Notebook a few weeks before Susan was due to give birth to her 

daughter’s little brother. Her daughter was being cared for by her out-of-state grandparents, who had not had much  

experience handling her medical needs. Her Care Notebook contained detailed instructions on her medication, her feedings, 

her doctors, how to operate her feeding pump, and how to handle emergencies. It made what might have been an extremely 

difficult situation much simpler. 

Date:   Tuesday, August 21 

Time:   12:30pm—1:30pm 

Guest Presenter:  Susan Agrawal 
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AUGUST 2012 

 

Special Education: What Do Parents Need to Know: New to LaPTIC web training! This webinar will help parents of children 

with disabilities understand what special education is; how a child might get special education services; how to resolve  

disagreements, and what role parents play. Learn IDEA basic rights with this PACER Center workshop never before used by LaP-

TIC trainers. Family-friendly language will make learning the basics a breeze!  

Date:    Wednesday, August 22  

Time:    11:30pm—12:30pm 

Staff Presenter:   Shanida Mathieu 

 

What to Do When You Are Denied: How often have you been denied coverage by Medicaid and/or your private insurance  

company? Join us to learn lots of information to help you get everything you need from medicine, therapy, procedures, dippers 

and assistive technology. 

Date:   Thursday, August 23 

Time:   12:30pm—1:30pm 

Staff Presenter:  Rana Ottallah 

 

SEPTEMBER 2012 

 

Exiting EarlySteps? What Parents Should Know About Preschool IEP Services: Preparation for toddlers with disabilities to 

transition from EarlySteps IFSP early intervention services should begin 6 months before the child’s third birthday. What do par-

ents need to know about referral to the school district and eligibility for IDEA preschool IEP services? What services, if any, 

could be provided? If eligible, where could the child receive services? What are the differences between EarlySteps IFSP services 

and school district preschool IEP services? Change often brings anxiety. Don’t get nervous, get prepared! Grab some lunch, join is 

online, by phone, and discover what you need to know before exiting!  

Date:    Thursday, September 6 

Time:    12:30pm—1:30pm 

Presenter:   Rana Ottallah 

 

Please Help Me With My Homework! Strategies for Parents and Caregivers: Help children finish homework assignments 

successfully! Get answers to questions that parents and people who care for elementary students often ask about homework. Learn 

simple strategies for memorizing facts, keeping learning fun, and organizing assignments so that they are manageable. Guest  

Presnter, Susan Fitzell, M. Ed, has over two decades of experience identifying and meeting the needs of youth, especially those 

with special needs, students with behavioral and anger management issues, and students who experience bullying. Susan is a  

dynamic, nationally-recognized presenter and educational consultant specializing in special education topics, co-teaching, bully 

prevention, adolescent anger management and practical strategies to increase achievement of ALL students in ALL classrooms. 

 

Date:    Friday, September 7 

Time:   1:00am—2:00pm 

Guest Presenter:  Susan Fitzell, M.Ed. 
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SEPTEMBER 2012 

 

Special Education: What Do Parents Need to Know: New webinar on IDEA Basic Rights! This webinar will help parents of  

children with disabilities understand what special education is; how a child might get special education services, how to resolve 

disagreements; and what role parents play. Learn IDEA basic rights with this PACER Center workshop. Family friendly language 

will make learning the basics a breeze. 

 

Date:   Wednesday, September 12 

Time:   11:30am—12:30pm 

Staff Presenter:  Shanida Mathieu 

 

Family Information and Resources for Common Core State Standards and Literacy Instruction Implications: Louisiana’s 

curriculum has changed from Grade Level Expectations. The adoption of the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) has implica-

tions for academic preparation of students in their post-secondary education and workforce pursuits. Students with disabilities 

need to be prepared for a job or to continue learning after high school ends. What will this change in curriculum mean for students 

with disabilities? This webinar will help families learn about the shifts in literacy instruction, how this will impact struggling 

learners, and available resources for families to support the work that will be required. Join us to learn about changes to your 

child’s curriculum and supportive resources. Guest Presenter, Kristina L. Braud, is an Education Program Consultant for Students 

with Mild to Moderate Disabilities at the Louisiana Department of Education. Kristina works in the Literacy Goal Office of the 

Louisiana Department of Education. Braud is one of the staff members at the Louisiana Department of Education responsible for 

the Access Guide online tool that has been tremendously helpful to parents and teachers of students with disabilities. 

 

Date:    Wednesday, September 12 

Time:    8:30pm—9:00pm 

Guest Presenter:  Kristina L. Braud 

 

Language and Culture: Language and cultural difference may have negative effect on parents of kids with disabilities. Let us 

help you overcome these difficulties by explaining your rights in a simple and easy presentation. 

 

Date:   Thursday, September 20 

Time:   12:30pm—1:30pm 

Staff Presenter:  Rana Ottallah 

 

Special Education: What Do Parents Need to Know: New webinar on IDEA Basic Rights! This webinar will help parents of  

children with disabilities understand what special education is; how a child might get special education services, how to resolve 

disagreements; and what role parents play. Learn IDEA basic rights with this PACER Center workshop. Family friendly language 

will make learning the basics a breeze. 

 

Date:   Wednesday, September 12 

Time:   11:30am—12:30pm 

Staff Presenter:  Shanida Mathieu 

 

 



 P A G E  2 6  

 
Dyslexia Support Group 

 
2nd Saturday of the month 

 
1:00 pm-  2:30 pm 

 
Location:  Pontchatoula Library 

                      380 North Fifth Street 
                         Pontchatoula, LA 70454 

 Northshore Brain Injury  

Support Group 

Meets 3rd Saturday of the month  

10:00 am— 12:00 pm 

  St. Cecilia House, Corner of New Hampshire &  

Independence Streets, Covington, LA 

Beth Salcedo at 985-373-4446 or 

 salced45@bellsouth.net for more  information 

 

 

 

When:  2nd Tuesday of the month 

Time:  7:00 pm—8:30 pm 

Where:  Mandeville High School 

#1 Skipper Drive, Mandeville  

For more information contact Susan at susantheriot4242@gmail.com 

or Peggy at parmstrong6751@aol.com. 

Grandparents and Others Raising Grandchildren 

Support Group of St. Tammany Parish  
 

1st Monday of Every Month from 11am - 1pm;   3rd Monday of Every Month from 7pm - 9pm  

 

World Prayer Tabernacle 

73202 E. Stadium Dr. 

Covington LA 70433 

 

Contact Jackie Weaver, 985-867-3409, john316grg@gmail.com 

NAMI St Tammany (National Alliance on Mental Illness) hosts 

monthly support groups to provide a place to share, discuss and re-

solve issues. Groups are led by a trained facilitator and offer the sup-

port  needed by families and caregivers who have a loved one with a 

mental illness.  For more info, contact NAMI at 985-626-6538. 

Covington/Mandeville: 7pm on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 

Greenbriar Behavioral Health Hospital in the conference room. 

Hammond:  7pm on the 3rd Thursday of the month at North Oaks 

Hospital in conference room B.  

mailto:john316grg@gmail.com

